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london, June 30, T83A. 

No. I. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



ADDRESS TO ANTMLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Committee of the *^ London Society fur the Mitigation and gradual AboH* 
tion of Slavery throaghout the British Dominions," have felt, in common with 
their friends in all parts of the kingdom, the want of a regular medium of con* 
munication concerning the progress of the work in which they are engaged. To 
this want, probably, are to be attributed the misconceptions which have occa« 
sionally been formed respecting the design and objects of the Society, but more 
frequently respecting the means which are deemed by the Committee most desi- 
rable to be employed. 

With a view to supply this deficiency, the Committee propose to publish Monthly 
a sheet of the sise of the present, which shall contain extracts from their corre- 
spondence, and such other intelligence relating to the purposes of their institution, 
as their acquaintance vrith the subject mi^ enable them to furnish. The publi* 
cation to be named the '< Amti-Slavery Monthly Reporter," will be ready for 
deliTery on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request 
of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred, provided 
the order for them be received within the month immediately following the date 
of each Number. It is requested that all persons wishing to receive a ragular 
supply, vrill make application to the Secretary, at the Society's office, No. 18, 
Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by which they may be most conve- 
niently sent They might in many cases be sent at very little expense, enclosed 
in booksellers' parcels, or along with the Monthly Publications of the various re- 
ligious or charitable Societies ; permission to that effect being obtained fVom Uie 
country booksellers or others to whom the parcels are addressed. 

It is further earnestly recommended by the Committee to all the friends of 
Negro improvement, to promote the circulation of the intelligence contained in 
the " Anti-Slavery Reporter," by lending their own copies, or encouraging others 
to purchase at the Dep6ts of the several Societies, 

The Committee anticipate much benefit from the proposed publication, provided 
it be encouraged, as they trust it will be, by their friends throughout the country. 
In particular they calculate upon a large accession of strength to their cause from 
nnmeroiis and influential classes of the community, — not yet sufficiently informed 
respecting the ol^ects and proceedings of the Society, but who need only to be 
folly assured that any undertaking which challenges their support, is on the 
nde of justice and humanity, and unexceptionably prosecuted, in order cordially 
and effectually to espouse it. Such an undertaking the Committee believe theirs 
to be ; and they confidently submit it, together with all their measures, to be 
canyassed by their countrymen of the United Kingdom. The present measure 
is adopted at the request of several of their correspondents, and with their own 
full concurrence in its expediency. They commend it to the blessing of God, 
and to the favourable acceptance of all who wish to deliver their country from 
the guilt of supporting that system of oppression and wrong, which is the dis- 
grace and curse of so many of the colonial dependencies of Great Britain, 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP . , ' . 

THE SECOND GENERAL MEETING 

OF TH6 

ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

OK SATUUDAY, APRIL TA 1B25. 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DUKE OF GLOUCESTER IN THE CHAIR. 



THE Report having been read. 

Lord Calthorpe moved its adoption. He was aware that many imputations 
had been thrown out against them of indulging in exaggerated statements, and 
putting forth rather the suggestions of a heated imagination than the naked de- 
t»ila of authenticated fact. For this reason, he felt great pleasure in recommend- 
ing for their adoption the Report just laid before them, for it was not open to 
this cavil ; it was made up of the statements, the admissions, the confessions of 
thp very individuals themselves, who were engaged in administering the drecidfal 
system of Negro Slavery — a system so little like what they were accustomed to 
HI this part of the world— so opposed to all their previous conceptions, that un- 
reflecting people at once rejected the too faithful accounts of it, as altogether 
unworthy of credit. The Report had detailed much that was highly interesttng ; 
and not the least important portion of it was that which referred to the views 
entertained in the colonies respecting thC measures of Government on the subject 
of Slavery. In a fierce, and uncompromising spirit the planters had censured 
and denounced those measures, though they had certainly proceeded in the 
mildest 8|>irit of innovation. He conceived that the confessions of the West In^ 
dians contained in the Report were of much more value than any thing that could 
be urged by the wannest advocates of emancipation ; and if any part of their lan- 
guage was more particularly deserving of attention than another, it was that in 
which they spoke of the use of the whip, as an instrument proper and necessary 
to be used in procuring human labour. The whip was spoken of by them as a 
thing quite essential to the existence of the colonies, just in the same way as we 
speak of « free press, or the trial by jury, as institutions essential to the existence 
of a free Government. But, however frightful the application of such an instk-ii- 
ment of torture might be in reference to the Slaves themselves, it was not in that 
light perhaps that it was to be viewed as most hateful and debasing. It was 
tiot merely the agony cuid degradation which the Negro himself suffered ; but 
\t was the corrupting and brutalizing effect produced on the master also. One 
motive for doing away with this hateful system, was to be found in the immense 
sum paid by this country for its support and protection. If the same amount 
were applied to the alleviation ahd extinction of the evil, and to the encourage- 
ment of industry by other and better means, it would be productive of a double 
benefit. It was a most just observation, and one in which he entirely concurred, 
^hat the people of England were the real supporters of the Slave system, — and 
this net merely because they paid for its support^ but because it was in their 
power to put an end to it. No one acquainted with the vast results which public 
opinion could produce in this countnTt could doubt that if the people of Eiigland 
^id but will it to be so. Slavery would cease. When we reflected upon the vast 
influence which those c&Ued the middle class exercised in this country, it wai 
not possible to hesitate in believing, that if they were once to say this must not 
)3et there would be an end to Slavery : it would be in vain for parliamentary in- 
terest or political connexion to attempt to uphold it for another year. — He cor- 
iplially concurred with that part of the Report which gave utterance to the feelings 
of the Society on the occasion of the retirement from public life of one of iti 
brightest ornaments, Mr. Wilberforce. If any man had reason to be cheered and 
consoled in the evening of bis days, it was Mr. Wilberforce — an evening of more 
brightness than generally belongs to the morning or the meridian of other men's 
lives. Though not with them personally, it was not too great a stretch of ima- 
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gination to say, that he was there to be seen in his worlcs: he was then risible 
to them in the frnits of his mind. One additional motive for the unabated con- 
tinuance of their labours was, that Mr. Wilberforce still survived to be the witness 
of their success—still lived, and he hoped would continue to live, until the great 
object of his life had been attained. They owed it to him to strain every nerve, 
that within the period he had yet to live he might witness the total abolition of 
that odious system which, through evil and good report, he, bad never ceased to 
assail; and to use their utmost endeavours to free their native land trcm the op- 
probrious imputation of being the abettor of Slavery ; and they must agree with 
him, that the grand means of accomplishing that object were to be found in the 
course which that eminent man had pursued. He could not have accomplished 
his great work of abolishing the Slave Trade had he not been backed by the 
people of England. He trusted the Meeting would remember that fact, and 
would in consequence spare no exertion to carry with them the weight and in- 
fluence of public opinion. To effect this, nothing remained to be done but to 
bring the li^ht of English reason to bear on the subject. 

Lord Bf iLTON expressed his warm admiration of the objects of this Society, 
and of the Report which had been read. If the great leaders in the cause of 
abolition thought they had obtained their object merely by abolishing the Slave 
Trade without the abolition of Slavery itself, they little calculated upon the real 
.doty which they owed both to society and to their Creator. In glancing at the 
great etfurts which had been made to enlighten the public mind upon the horrors . 
of the Slave system, next to Mr. Wilberforce, he could not overlook the power- 
ful labours of Mr. Stephen (the Master in Chancery), who sat near him, and who 
had, by his writings, exposed, in its naked deformity, all its odious evils. In* 
deed, the West- Indian mind deluded itself upon this question ; and he believed 
that many very well-meaning proprietors of West India property, who resided 
away from their estates, were the unconscious instruments of disseminating 
false intelligence as to the real state of things upon their plantations. — He, how- 
ever, knew many of these gentlemen who were themselves the advocates of free 
labour, in preference to Slave cultivation. Even for the sake of their own in'- 
terests, they wished to see the system changed, and he entirely concurred in the 
good policy and sagacity of their views. The noble Lord eloquently argued upon 
the degrading effects of Slavery, and the appalling influence which it exercised 
upon the human mind : so that at one time ingenious writers had declared that 
the Blacks were naturally an inferior order of beings to the Whites, and were 
not entitled, therefore, to be treated with tlie same humanity— a notion now hap- 
pily exploded. For the sake of humanity and justice, for the sake of the cha- 
racter of the country, for the sake of the West Indies themselves, he trusted that 
an end would soon be put, and for ever, to so odious and unwise a system. 

On rising to move the thanks of the Society to Mr. Wilberforce, Mr. W. Smith 
said, that though, in common with all present, he lamented as a public misfortune 
that retirement of his revered fiiend from public life, (which, as a just precaution, 
might be styled necessary,) he yet could not but feel a satisfaction in the oppor- 
tunity afforded him of expressing his own feelings respecting the character and 
exertions of an individual whom he had so long and so highly honoured and 
esteemed. For one, however, who recollected the commencement, and had marked 
the progress of this labour of justice and charity, it was almost impossible, and 
woiUd be highly unjust, to omit the mention of those ardent and disinterested 
friends of mankind who at different periods bad given it their zealous support ; 
— of Granville Sharp, the precursor, rather than the leader of the band, who, 
liberal alike of expense and of toil, had first established the claim of Africans to 
liberty on British soil, in the case of the Negro Somerset ;— of Thomas Clarkson, 
Tvho, following his steps, had first called to this subject the attention of that 
university which he adorned, and had since devoted himself, body and soul, to 
the promotion of the cause ;— of Mr. Pitt, who in its early stages had yielded it 
the most cordial and valuable assistance;— of Fox, whose resistless eloquence had 
never fulmined over the land with more force and effect than when poured forth 
in the defence of this sacred cause ; and of multitudes of other names, including 
almost all remarkable for talent and eloquence which, for the last forty years, thb 
cx>untry could boast; and amongst whom he rejoiced to see enrolled that of the 
noble lord who had just sat down ; one who, to a thousand other claims on their 
attention, added that of having succeeded in the representation of the great county 
of York, to Mr. Wilberforce himself, and to that eminent and disinterested patriot,, 
Sir George Saville, one of the earliest of the Abolitionists, — an anecdote respect- 
ing whom he recollected, so much to the present point that he would venture to 
relate it. Being invited to visit a slave ship which was on the point of sailin|; 
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from Liverpool for Africa, while the merchant was exuliiogly dispfayiug the va- 
rious contrivances of the ship, and the uses to which they weie adapted, Sir 
Ceorge appeared so much affected that his companion inquired if he was ill. 
'^ No," he said, '^ I am not ill ; but while you are contemplating unmoved the 
profits of this voyage, I am wishing the ship may never reach its destination." 
But whatever may have been the exertions of the orators and statesmen alluded 
to, between them and their distinguished leader there existed a difference of the 
most important nature. Their services, however brilliant, however valuable, have 
been, comparatively, occasional and transitory; often, indeed, splendid, and con- 
tributing in a high degree to the success already attained, but still inferior in 
effect and utility to the labours of their chief, which, equally brilliant with those 
of his most powerful coadjutors^ possessed the vast superiority of having been 
constant and unintermitted. His influence, and his alone, may be said to resemble 
the universal influence of the sun, enlightening, connecting, and invigorating 
the whole system. For such services no acknowledgments could be too grateful, 
no eulogium overstrained. He knew how imperfectly he had expressed them ; 
but be had also the satisfaction of knowing, that, however feebly he might touch 
the string, there was in every heart present a responsive chord which would not 
only catch but swell the note. 

Mr. F. Buxton said, that his Hon. Friend had gone through the list of their 
ablest advocates, save oi^e, which one was himself; for often had he heard ISIr. 
Wilberforce declare, th«it during forty years of hard and laborious counsel and 
action, he had always found Mr. Smith by his side, his able, cordial, and unflinch- 
ing supporter. The Hon. Gentleman then eulogized the powerful services of Mr. 
Wilberforce in labouring to rescue the honour and reputation of his native country 
from the gdilt and odium of the Slave Trade, and took a retrospect of the public 
services of that distinguished individual, whose private as well as public prin- 
ciples and conduct were, he observed, so well calculated to shed a lustre ui>on 
any man's fame* Engaged as he had been in many public conflicts, it was the 
singular happiness of that individual never to have made one personal enemy, 
while he had always enjoyed a large and devoted circle of affectionate firiends.— r 
At this advanced period of their labours in the cause of African freedom they could 
hardly estimate the obstacles which Mr. Wilberforce had, in his early efforts, to 
encounter, not only from parliamentary and commercial influence, but from popu- 
lar clamour. But what a contrast was the present with the past state of the ques- 
tion ! There could not now be found one man in the community to avow himself 
a friend of the Slave Trade. The best results must follow a zealous prosecution of 
those labours which had already been the means of accomplishing so much good. 

Mr. W. Wilberforce, in rising to request the indulgence of his Royal Highness 
and the Meeting for a very few moments, could not but say, that he felt more 
than the ordinary degree of diflSculty experienced by all who were, for the first 
time, placed in the situation in which he then stood, from the peculiar nature of 
those very circumstances which, at the same time, imperatively demanded his ap- 
pearance. To t^ank his Roya^ Highness and the Meeting for the kind expression 
of their feelings tows^rds one sp dear to himself, would be comparatively an easy 
task ; but here it happened, as naturally must be the case, from the nearness of 
the relationship, that those services wl^ich their partiality had that day so highly 
characterized, were in his view magnified to a still greater degree, and those ar- 
dent expressions of mingled admiration and regret, in which Siey re^^orded their 
sense of his father's labours, and had, as it were, embalmed his memory, all fell 
far short of the stronger feelings of filial affection. — It was the strength of these 
feelings which indeed rendered him almost incapable of addressing th^ Meeting. 
Poubtlessitmust excite in him, whose absence, tiiey that d^y so kindly regretted, 
some feelings of disappointment to know that the last battle was not yet fought, 
the last victory not yet achieved ; but it would be no little ponsols^tion to bin:, 
during the hours of retiriment, to reflect, that thos? old and valued friends by 
whose side he had fought for above forty years, while they lapiented his absence, 
still th^qiselves reinained, strengthened and supported by an embattled phalanx 
of more recently acquired allies, to fight the batUe, and to share the triumph. 

Mr. Bf^ouGHAM, in rising to propose a resolution, said, it gave him great satis- 
faction to have an opportunity of addressing his brethren of this Society upon the 
present occasion, because he was formerly unable to meet them as he intended, 
and because h^ had the gratification, in meeting them now, of congratulating them 
upon the prosperous aspect of that question in which they were all so deeply in- 
terested. For although it was true, as an Hon. Gentleman had observed, that 
nothing, absolutely nothing, had been done on either side the Atlantic to retrieve 
the pledges which hud been given last year— although (he only occurrence whicU 
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could e^Lcite our attention had been the lamented retirement of that diftinguished 
individual inrhose name would be mentioned with veneration as long as charity, 
justice, piely, and humanity were counted Tirtuet in man, yet he could not but 
feel confident of ultimate and not long deferred success, and that from one single 
statement ; namely, that nothing had been done. They had been told, not for the 
first or second, but for the hundredth time, when they last pressed forward to lay 
the axe to the root of that poisonous tree under whose shade their fellow-men had 
so long withered and perished, that theirs was not the task to meddle with the 
trunk — that theirs was not the task to even prune the branches-^-that the evil must 
be gradually encountered in the West Indies, and that the time for withholding 
nourishment from its culture, for ceasing to water its roots, or for pruning its lux- 
uriance, could only be judged of by those on the spot, who knew the soil and the 
climate in which it was cultivated, and all the peculiarities of this delicate case. 
They had been assured, that by various means, slow, gradual, and almost imper- 
ceptible, their object would be accomplished, without that interference which 
could only mean hostility and destruction : if the West Indians were but let alone, 
they would do the thing effectually themselves. "Now," he proceeded, •* we did 
not believe them, and we told them so. And what did they say to that? Why,only 
that we were vituperative, uncharitable, inhuman to the West India planters ; that 
we were always as much the perverse, blind, prejudiced enemies of the Whites 
as we were the perverse, blind, and prejudiced advocates of the Blacks ; and that 
if we only waited a very little time, a month, or at most two or three, we should 
see the whole of our wishes speedily and surely effected by the West India Legis- 
latnres. What has been the result? Unbelieving, we had waited, and what have 
they done? Why, I say again, absolutely nothing. And here I beg to state, that 
I mean to follow np what has taken place, by a parliamentary notice on the sub- 
ject which shall compel them either to abide by their pledge, or to take the con- 
sequences which must surely and inevitably follow its forfeiture. Thev have now 
had not one, or two, but twelve months, and during that revolution of the sun they 
have done nothing. I almost retract my assertion, when I say they have done no- 
thing ; for they have done much for us, though nothing for themselves. We have 
redeemed our pledges — they have forfeited theirs. I feel deeply impressed with 
gratitude to the West India planters, more than I ever expected to feel, for their 
advancement of this cause, by their fulfilling all I have ever ventured to predict 
of them. I know indeed many West India proprietors, who I am persuaded do 
all that those can do, by directions of lenity, and charity, and humanity, who are 
absent owners, who are living nearly 4000 miles from the unhappy objects of their 
compassion, and who, from necessity, leave over them delegates, invested with a 
power so absolute, that it might be almost called impiety to God, to grant it over 
any of our fellow-creatures. To some resident proprietors too, I might express my 
obligation for their desire to meliorate the condition of their unhappy slaves — 
which, as long as slavery exists, must prove very unavailing; but I never expect- 
ed to live to feel such a weight of obligation as I now feel to the whole of the 
West Indian authorities, and to them I now beg leave to express my most un- 
bounded gratitude. What has Trinidad done? Why much. It has resisted from 
the instant it was promulgated, that Order in Council which was fVamed in con* 
sequence of our efforts, and to which the faith of the West India body at home was 
pledged. It resisted that Order to the very latest moment, and only yielded at last 
in obedience to the strong arm of authority. But in that simple resistance the 
planters of Trinidad have done more to advance our cause than we had done in 
a quarter of a century. They have favoured us at last with a frank and undis- 
guised avowal of the real nature of their system, and in doing so have entitled 
themselves to a gratitude hardly to be exceeded by that which we owe to (hie ex- 
ertions of my able and philanthropic friend, Mr. Stephen. ' They now admit, I 
say, nay, they loudly maintain that which my Hon. Friend had long asserted, and 
which many of them had affected to deny, that the cart-whip is the real, the ef- 
ficient stimulus to West India labour, the essential and indispensable adjunct cf 
the whole system. The planters of Trinidad, I repeat, have declared, that to in- 
terfere with the discipline Of the cart-whip is to cut off at once that which every 
one there knows to be the very essence of West India Slavery. In Barbadoes, 
yoa know, they demolished a meeting-house, because it had been devoted to the 
instruction of the unhappy objects of your solicitude ; and they drove the Missi- 
onary, Mr. Shrewsbury, with ignominy from the island, almost rivalling in cruelty 
the treatment of the persecuted and hapless Smith ; and when a successor was 
appointed to succeed Mr. Shrewsbury, they actually warned him off the island,, 
and would not suffer him to land. This too in Barbadoes, the oldest of our colonies, 
the bonst, !hc little England cf the West Indies. Does not this plainly shew that 
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they are determined to support the tyranny smd cnielty practised over the bodies 
of their islaves, by perpetuating as far as they can the In-otality and igfiorance of 
their minds ? Then as to Jamaica — the largest of the Slave Islands — the most en- 
lightened in its legislation — the place to which we have been always called upon 
to bend our hopes— Why the legislation of Jamaica stands foremost in the non« 
performance of its promises— in the violation of its engagements ! A Bill, it is 
true, was brought into the Jamaica Assembly; in its last session, to make slave 
testimony admissible in a court of justice— but only in certain specified cases. 
This Bill, you will suppose, was passed unanimously : no such thing. It was re- 
jected by a majority of thirty-four to one ; and that one the author of the Bill. 
The question is now, therefore, I conceive, whether we are to go on and allow our- 
selves to be deceived by promises never intended to be performed ? Whether we 
will continue to subject ourselves to the ridicule of the West Indian planters, to 
the contempt of those for whom we are in fact labouring, by continuing to wither 
hold that effective interference without which we may go on for centuries ? Or 
whether, avoiding their examples of delays and manoeuvring, we will be at once 
resolute and determined in redeeming those pledges we have solemnly given to 
the world. I have statedthns much, in order to justify that which' I consider it 
my imperative duty to propose ; namely, that we should tell the West India pro- 
prietors, ^ If you continue to pursue your present course, and allow more time to 
pass without adopting those measures which have been pressed upon you, the very 
first week of the ensuing session of parliament you shall see a Bill brought in to 
do that for yc^ which you refuse to do yourselves ; and to set this question at rest 
for ever, not only for the benefit of the Negro Slave, but for the ultimate advan<r 
tage of the short-sighted master.' *' 

Mr. Denman congratulated the Meeting upon the support which their cause 
would receive from his eloquent friend, in that place where alone the oppressed 
could look for relief, and ip which he had pledged himself to advocate it The 
Hon. and Learned Gentleman strongly impressed upon the Meeting the necessity 
of a clear and distinct enunciation of public opinion ; as, without that, no admi- 
nistration would be found strong enough to carry their wishes into full effect. 
He concluded by alluding to the presence in the room of Mr. 0*Connell, and t6 
the powerful influence he possessed over the people of Ireland, and the assurance 
be felt of that gentleman's zeal to promote their objects, 

Mr. W. Whitmore said, he was fully persuaded they would find, the more the 
matter was examined, that the slavery of our colonies depended upon the restric- 
tions which were placed upon the importation of any sugars but those which were 
the growth of our West India islands. The removal of these restrictions would be 
the most effectual method of putting an end to that horrid system. The use of 
slaves prevented the introduction of machinery, and all those means by which free 
labour assisted its efforts, and thus abridged labour and cheapened production. 
It had been held, indeed, by Montesquieu, and other writers of eminence, that in 
no one instance had slavery and the use of mechanical inventions existed toge- 
ther. He would likewise appeal to the fact, that in all cases where fr<ee labour 
had been allowed to come into fair competition with slavery, it had been found 
impossible for the latter to maintain the competition for a moment : free labour 
had in every case triumphed. If, then, the mass of free labour in the East was 
allowed to come into competition with the slavery of the West, there could be 
no doubt of the result. He implored the Meeting to join heart- and hand in their 
efforts to remove those restrictions, which were the main supports of slavery, 
and concluded by moving a resolution to that effect. 

Mr. SvKEs, M. P., fully concurred in all that had been said by his Hon. Friend 
who preceded him upon Uie subject of the sugar duties and restrictions, and the 
encouragement they afforded to Slavery. The best way to attack that system was 
undoubtedly by the abolition of all such regulations ; for if they would but call 
to their recollection the amount of the bounties alone, £1,200,000, they must be 
sensible, that if these were taken off, the whole machinery of slavery must be af- 
fected by the change. It ought to be fully understood, that we ourselves are in 
effect the upholders of slavery. The ladies who now heard him would hardly be- 
lieve him when he told them, that for every cup of tea they sweetened, they had to 
pay a premium on Slavery. He concluded with eulogizing the.efforts of the Qua- 
kers in this cause, and paid amerited compliment to the philanthropic labours and 
enlightened zeal of that indefatigable friend of mankind, Mr.Croppcr, of Liverpool. 

Dr. LusHiNGTON said, that without the universal cry of the whole empire urging 
Parliament to some decisive act, no efforts of any individual could procure a miti- 
gation of the horrors of West India Slavery. They were not perhaps aware, that 
there were no less than fifty-six Members of the House of Commons, deeply an4 
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peraolially inlerestediii the cOnHnaanctf of ooloDial shiver^ ; ndt all «|>eaking in 
itis faTonr, but all acting and voting in a compact body to defeat the endeatour 
which had been nade to remove that foal stain upon the English nanle ; whiUt 
Mr. Canning, on whose exertions in the cause of humanity, the friends of the 
Negro population must chiefly rely ; who, of the present administration in th« 
House of Commons had manifested the deepest interest in the cause, was liable 
to be influenced by some of his most intimate personal friends interested in the 
presertation of West India Slavery. He would repeat, therefore, that without the 
voice of the people from one end of the three kingdoms to the other, they must 
not hope to succeed. Dr. Lushington then stated that a Member of the House of 
Comhions, to him unknown save by character, having occasion to visit his West 
India property, took with him a sister to Jamaica, and upon his arrival there en- 
deavoured, in concert with her, as was natural for- a feeling and philanthropic 
mind, to effect some alterations in the state of his Slaves, and to instil into them 
tome rudiments of religious knowledge. But, wonld the Meeting believe it ! the 
gentleman and his sister were assailed with the most violent abuse on account of 
these exertions, and actually libelled in the newspapers, in terms too gross for 
him to read to that assembly. From this single instance may be well learned what 
is the general disposition and feeling of those actually resident in Jamaica, and 
how hopeless it is to expect co-operation in mitigating the evils of Slavery (h>m 
men who can mock, or patiently listen to the mockery of all humane attempts for 
the benefit of that oppressed class. They who could take any objection to Mr. 
Brougham's propos^ of doing the work themselves, little knew what the state 
M the Negro population was, or the horrors wliich it involved. In no point of 
view did it strike his mind with more indignation and disgust than in its influence 
dn domestic happiness, the dearest ties of which were torn asunder by this ac- 
cursed system. He had lately seen a parallel in the Jamaica papers, in which an 
English peasant was compared, through all the ramifications of his condition, wiUi 
a West India Negro, and the balance in every respect, of food, clothing, lodging, 
liberty, and labonr, drawn largely in favour of the Slave ; but he would read them 
an ^tract fVom one of these same papers, and then ask, if in this country, there 
ever had been any thing approaching to it in cold-blooded heartlessness. ** Run 

away, a female Slave named Mary Smith, from the estate of Miss ; *' and 

then, after offering a reward for her apprehension, it goes on to say—-" It is 
Mrongly suspected that the said Slave is harboured by her husband, William 
Smith.^' If a wife were here to fly to her husband's protection, the laws of God 
and man would justify him in protecting her — aye, and give him here the power 
^ do it ; but there, in that favoured country, which boasts of the condition of its 
population, to obey God is to violate die law of the land, and to protect the wifb 
of his affection, is to subject himself to stripes and punishment. The Hon. and 
Learned Gentleman, after some other observations, in Which he exposed, in very 
forcible and eloquent language, the assertion that the Slavery existing in our 
oolonies was not prohibited by the whole spirit and tenor of holy writ, concluded 
with recommending the formation of Associations throughout the kingdom, to 
excite and keep auve the interest necessalry fo)* a unanimous effort to abolish 
Negro Slavery. 

' Mi*. O'CoNNELL had no idea of being able, by any effort of his, to advance the 
cause in which this Society Was engaged. But he did hate despotism so much — 
he did detest slavery so cordially-^he did abhor cruelty so strongly-^ that he 
could not refrain from raising his voice in the cause of liberty, and joining his 
Exertions to the labour of those who would strike off* froin the slave his chains, 
iltid from the Briton his reproach. The eloquent discourse of the last speaker 
lAd roused a chord in every bosom which beat responsive to the calls of humanity, 
tltid melted every heart which sympathized with the injtired and oppressed. like 
iAht mighty master of the human mind (Stemc), Who, when he wished to set be- 
fbiie his readers the blessings of libetty, did not indulge in empty declamation, 
oi- frigid discussion, but took the captive in liis cell, and placed him before them 
i-'^lanking his chains^solitary — broken-hearted — dying — with the iron entering 
Into his soul, and .the torpor of despair spreading over his body ; so the Learned 
and Hon. Gentleman did not speak of Slavery in its impolicy, or its impiety, ot 
its cruelty ; but he took the wife, torn fVom the arms of her protecting husband, 
Ahd pictured to you the mother subjected to stripes and the father to chains, for 
iheir adherence to those laws which God and nature had declared inviolable. 
Who could doubt that the people of this land Would lend their support to put 
down a system so atrocious ? Who could doubt of the effect which the example 
of England must have on the world in general ? It had had that influence uni- 
versally, and every page of its history confinned it. Who could imagine that 
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tkere would be, at the present moment, one spark of liberty on continental Eu- 
rope^ from the frozen regions of Russia to the rock of Gibraltar, if^ when feudal 
power was merging into despotism, England had not struggled for and gained 
her free Constitution, giving to all the earth her glorious example, and shewing 
how easy it was for a nation to be free if she willed freedom ? What was it but 
her example that had placed France under a new Constitution ? What was it 
which revolutionized Spain and Portugal ? And though fortune might for a time 
frown upon their efforts, yet many a gallant heart now glowed with the hope 
that they might yet be able to follow that example, and triumph at last over their 
oppressors. Nor was the example set by this country confined to Europe. That 
example had passed the Atlantic, and expanded itself over America ; for even 
among the echoes of the Andes the voice of Slavery was now heiurd no more. 
And here to instance Bolivar — the immortal Bolivar, — that illustrious hero, unit* 
ing in himself every thing magnanimous in ancient times, or heroic in modem : — 
what was the first act of his newly-acquired power ? The liberation of his own 
Negroes. What was his first address to the assembled Senators of his Govern^ 
ment ? " I beg as fervently of my country as I would for the lives of my children, 
that you will never consent that clime, or colour, or creed, should make any dis- 
tinction in your republic." And what had been the fate of such exalted virtue? 
Why, while men joined in the universal sound of praise, Providence had smiled 
upon his exertions, and victory, wherever he went, had followed his standard ; 
and every triumph he obtained was not the triumph of the man, but of liberty — 
not the triumph of his country, but of the human race. But the example must 
go farther even than America. Who could be so absurd as to think, that, when 
file Negro saw warriors and statesmen of his own race, he would not make a 
desperate exertion for freedom ? Could any man say, that, when that time came 
in which we should see the poet and the hero of the same cast and cojour, slavery 
could exist a moment longer ? It was utterly impossible, and, instead of bein^ 
cruel to the masters, a charge the less to be valued as it came from polluted lips^ 
we should excite gratitude and praise for our attention to their interests, when 
we besought them to grant that gradual emanicipation which would secure to 
them the permanent enjoyment of their present property. He had thus ventured 
to lend his feeble efforts to the promotion of the objects of the Meeting. How^ 
indeed, could he refuse, when he saw the cause of freedom advocated and sup- 
ported by one of that illustrious family whom their ancestors had placed on the 
throne to maintain their liberties and uphold their rights ; a support which for 
countless ages he prayed that that family might continue to afford. In conclu- 
sion, he conjured those who heard him to recollect that in this country the public 
mind upheld every thing, and that by its influence they could not fail to accom- 
plish their object. 

Sir J. Sebright then moved a vote of thanks to the Royal Chairman ; which 
was seconded by Mr. Maxwell, and passed with acclamation. 

His Royal Highness said, it was with painful sensations that he had mi them 
on this occasion, for he Jiad expected that at this Meeting they would be able to 
report the progress made since last year ; but, unfortunately, they had not ad- 
vanced a single step. However, after what had passed this day, it was impossible 
that the evil could last much longer. It was impossible that Englishmen could 
tolerate that system of slavery which was so incompatible with the British Con- 
stitution. They were accused of innovation, of proposing something new; but 
it ought not to be forgotten that, in the year 1795, Lord Melville, then Secretary 
of State, charged them with beginning at the wrong end in attacking the slave 
trade first: they should have begun with slavery itself. And Lord Melville was 
right ; for slavery was the real cause, the root, of the slave trade, andunhappUyy 
and to the disgrace of this country, slavery was just as flourishing now as it was 
then. He was sure, however, that if the public voice raised in its favour should 
be heard by Parliament, they would certainly attain their object. His family 
had been brought to this country for the protection of the rights and liberties of 
its subjects ; and as a member of that family, he should not be discharging his 
duty towards them if he did not recommend the sacred principles of freedom by 
every means in his power. 

AU Cotnmunic(Uion8 to be addressed to the Secretary qf the Anti-Slavery Society^ 
18, Aldermanbury, London ; where the publications of the Society are on salty 
and also at Hatchard*Sy Piccadilly y and Arch's, ComhiU, 
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London, July 31, 1839. 
No. 2. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER, 



ADDRESS TO ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS. 

THE Committee of the ** London Society for the Mitigation and gra- 
dual Abolition of Slavery throughout the British dominions/' have felt, 
in common with their friends in all parts of the kingdom, the want of a 
regular medium of communication concerning the progress of the work 
in which they are engaged. To this want, probably, are to be attri- 
buted the misconceptions which have occasionally been formed respecting 
the design and objects of this Society, but more frequently respecting 
the means which are deemed by the Committee most desirable to be 
employed. 

Witii a view to supply this deficiency, the Committee propose to 
publish Monthly a sheet of the size of the present, which shall contain 
extracts from their correspondence, and such other intelligence relating 
to the purposes of their institution, as their acquaintance with the 
Object may enable them to furnish. The publication to be named the 
" Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter," will be ready for delivery 
on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwsOrded, at the re- 
quest of any Anti -Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per 
hundred, provided the order for them be received within the month 
immetfetely following the date of each Number. It is requested that 
all persons wishing to receive a regular supply, will make application to 
the Secretary, at the Society's ofi&ce, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and men- 
tion the conveyance by which they may be most conveniently sent. — 
They might in many cases be sent at very little expense, enclosed in 
booksellers' parcels, or along with the Monthly Publications of the va- 
rious religious or charitable Societies; permission to that effect being 
obtained from the country booksellers or others to whom the parcels 
are addressed. 

It is further earnestly recommended by the Committee to all the 
friends of Negro improvement, to promote the circulation of the intel- 
ligence contained in the " Anti-Slavery Reporter," by lending their own 
copies, or encouraging others to purchase at the Dep6ts of the several 
Societies. 

The Committee anticipate much benefit from the proposed publica- 
tion , provided it be encouraged, as they trust it will be, by their friends 
throughout the country. In particular they calculate upon a large 
accession of strength to their cause, from numerous and influential 
classes of the community, — not yet sufficiently informed respecting the 
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objects and proceedings of the Society, but who need only to be fully 
assured that any undertaking which challenges their support, is on the 
side of justice and humanity, and unexceptionably prosecuted, in order 
cordially and effectually to espouse it. Such an undertaking the Com- 
mittee believe theirs to be ; and they confidently submit it, together 
with all their measures, to be canvassed by their countrymen of the 
United Kingdom. The present measure is adopted at the request of 
several of their correspondents, and with their own full concurrence in 
its expediency. They commend it to the blessing of God, and to the 
• favourable acceptance of all who wish to deliver their country from the 
guilt of supporting that system of oppression and wrong, which is the 
disgrace and curse of so many of the colonial dependencies of Great 
Britain. 



BRIEF SKETCH OF COLONIAL SLAVERY. 

There are at this time more than 800,000 human beings in the British 
Colonies, in a state of the most degrading personal Slavery. They, or 
their ancestors, were torn from the land of their nativity by traders in 
human flesh, and were for the most part kidnapped or carried off in 
predatory wars excited in the interior of Africa, for the sake of supply- 
ing the market for Slaves on the coast of that country. 

" These unhappy persons, whether young or old, male or female, are 
the absolute property of their master, who may sell or transfer them at 
his pleasure, and who may also regulate according to his discretion 
(within certain limits) the measure of their labour, their food, and their 
punishment. 

** The Slaves being regarded in the eye of the law as mere chattels, 
they are liable to be seized in execution for their master's debts, and, 
without any regard to the family ties which may be broken by this op- 
pressive and merciless process, to be sold by auction to the highest 
bidder, who may remove them to a distant part of the same colony, or 
even exile them to another colony." — Brief View, 

This statement is illustrated by the following occurrence reported by 
eye-witnesses : — 

'^ A master of slaves,*' says the relator, '' who lived near us in Kingston^ 
Jamaica, exercised his barbarities on a Sabbath morning, while we were wor- 
shipping God in the chapel ; and the cries of the female sufferers have fre- 
quently interrupted us in our devotions. But there was no redress for them or 
for us. This man wanted money ; and, one of the female slaves having two fine 
children, he sold one of them, and the child was torn from her maternal affec- 
tion. In the agony of her feelings she made a hideous howling, and for that 
crime was flogged. Soon after he sold her other child. This * turned her heart 
within her,' and impelled her into a kind of madness. She howled night and 
day in the yard ; tore her hair ; ran up and down the streets and the parade, 
rending the heavens with her cries, and literally watering the earth with her 
tears. Her constant cry was, * Da wicked massa Jew, he sell my children. Will 
no Buckra massa pity Negar ? What me do ? Me no have one child /* Ab she stood 
before the window, she said, lifting up her hands towards heaven, ' My massa, 
do, my massa minister, pity me J My heart do so* (shaking herself violently,) 
' my heart do so, because me have no child. Me go to massa house, in massa yard, 
and in my hut, and me no see 'em,* And then her cry went up to God." 
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The Rev. R. Bickell, late naval chaplain at Port Royal, Jamaica, and 
some time curate of that parish, writes io a recent publication entitled^ 
" The West Indies as they are,"— 

'* Many a bitter cry is heard when the marshal's deputies (dogs as they arc 
emphatically called) are sent to hunt down and seize the victim or victims, and 
drive er drag them away to the workhouse, or gaol, till the day of sale arrives, 
which is to deprive them of their little homes, the gardens they have cultivated, 
the acquaintances they have made, and all the little comforts which make even 
slavery, in some measure, tolerable. This hardship is much increased when 
slaves are married, or have families, as the woman may be separated from her 
husband, or parents from their children ; for here the tenderest ties of nature 
are broken in an instant, and the wi/e's, or mother's, or children's cries would 
not be in the least attended to, nor heeded, any more than the moans of so many 
[brute] animals." pp. 16, 17. 

*' The distress and terror among a gang of Negroes, when the marshal's de* 
puty, with his dogs and other assistants, comes to levy in a large vray, cannot 
be conceived by those who, happily for themselves, have never been spectators 
of such scenes, and can scarcely be described by those who have witnessed 
them. I was once on a coffee mountain, on which were about seventy or eighty 
Negroes. The proprietor was much in debt, and was aware that one or two of 
his largest creditors had for some time wished to make a levy on his slaves to 
pay themselves ; but by keeping his gates locked, and the fi-nces round the 
dwelling-house and Negro-houses in good repair, he had hitherto baffled the 
Argus-eyed deputy and his deputies. The night after I arrived on the property, 
iiowever, I was awaked, about an hour before daylight, by a great noise, as of 
arms, with cries of women aod children. In a few minutes a private servant 
came to my window, and informed me that it was the marshal's deputies making 
a levy on the Negroes, and that the noise proceeded from the clashing of wea- 
pons ; for some of the slaves, he said, had stoutly resisted. I then alarmed my 
friend, and we determined to go out to see that no improper use was made oi 
the tremendous power given to these Cerberuses. By the time we arrived at the 
Negro-houses, the resistance had ceased ; for the Negroes being divided, had 
been overcome by the myrmidons of the law. One poor fellow, however, was 
being dragged along like a thief by a fierce and horrid-looking Irishman, who 
had been one of M'Gregor's freebooters, and who, when we came near, grasped 
his victim more tig^itly, and brandished his broadsword over the poor creature 
with the grin and growl of a demon. 

'' Many of the men escaped from the property, and some few others, with 
some women, secreted themselves among the coffee trees, till the party had gone 
oflf with their prey. They secured, however, ten or twelve men, and many of 
the women and children, amounting in the whole to between thirty and forty v 
who were huddled together on the outside of the principal fence, and presented 
such a heart-rending scene as I never witnessed before, and should be very 
sorry ever to witness again. Some of the children had lost their mothers, and 
some of the mothers had been torn away from a part of their children ; for some 
of the little urchins also escaped. One woman in particular, a housewoman, 
had six or seven children ; two or three of them were seized, and the others 
escaped ; but the youngest, an infant, had been caught, and she wept aloud and 
very bitterly for it, saying, that she must give herself up if the child was bot 
got back, for she could not live separated from it. There were many a bitter 
cry and sad lament among the women and children, for they loved their master, 
who was kind, and had excellent provision grounds for them ; but most of the 
men were dogged and sullen, and only wanted arms to obtain their freedom 
from the savage Whites and their associates, who now guarded them. As it 
was, two or three of the poor fellows were wounded ; and I wras assured by a 
free Brown man, who was looking after the property in the master's absence, 
that had the proprietor been there, there would have been sad work, and very 
likely murder ; for it was an illegal levy, and the resistance would have been 
desperate under their master's eye and voice. They were tied together, or hand- 
cuffed, and driven off" the same morning to Spanish-Town gaol, a distance of 
twenty miles ; but as they had been seized b^ore sun-rise, and the fence had 
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been ^Iso broken throagh, both of which are illegal, the owner obtained their 
enlargement shortly after, and they were allowed to go back to the spot they 
loved. I might here remark, that the labour is much lighter on a coffee 
mountain than on a sugar estate, and that the Negroes are not required to be 
up so much at nighty to pick and cure coffee, as they are to make sugar ; where, 
therefore, they have good proTision grounds, as they had on this mountain I 
have been speaking of, they are much more comfortable, and less harassed -than 
on a sugar estate/' pp. 19— 23. 

It is impossible to look into a West Indian newspaper without seeing 
advertisements by proprietors of the sale of Negroes ; or by the mar- 
shals or under-sheriffs, and by the collectors of the revenue, of slaves 
levied upon, either for debt or for taxes. For example, in the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica, of June 15, 1823: — 

>' For sale, Charlottenburg estate, in the parish of St. Mary's, consisting of 
982 acres of land, about 86 head of working stock, and 89 Negroes." 

April 26, 1823. " For sale, 16 valuable young Negroes, together or singly y 
to suit purchasers. 

May 10, 1823. " Notice is hereby given, that on Tuesday next I will put up 
to public sale, a Negro woman,' named Violet, a Creole, accustomed to all sorts 
of work, levied upon for taxes due, by G. H. Swift." 

April 26, 1823. *• For sale, under a writ of venditioni exponas, " Charles 
James, a Black, a waiting boy, aged 6 years, belonging to M. Freeman." 

" William, a Black, a waiting boy, aged 8 years, belonging to M. Muir." 

<< Frances, a Black, a field Negro, aged 34 years, belonging to C. Cole." 

*' Quasheba, a Black, a drudge, aged 28 years, belonging to Solomon Isaac." 

Such extracts might be indefinitely multiplied. These will suffice to 
shew that men, women, and children are regarded absolutely as pro- 
perty, and are seized and sold as unceremoniously as cattle or household 
goods for the payment of debts or of taxes, or are disposed of by pro- 
prietors in gangs, or singly, as best suits thdr interest. 

These are enormities, not only such as did once exist, but which exist 
at the present moment In the Royal Gazette of Kingston, of the 16th 
of October, 1824, there are advertisements for the sale of between 1900 
and 2000 negroes, to be sold either together or in families, and with or 
without the land. 

Many of the slaves are (and all may be) branded, by means of a 
hot iron, on the shoulder or other conspicuous part of the body, with tlie 
initials of their master^s name. 

" With respect to this horrid custom,*' observes Mr. Bickell, " it is not so 
common now as it was before the abolition of the slave trade : for then it was 
customary to brand the greater part, that they might be known in case of run< 
ning away. It is a horrid practice, for it must be attended with very acute and 
lasting pain, besides the disgraceful and disgusting appearance of a humaA 
being marked like, or worse than, a horse." p. 9t. 

Mr. Bickell confirms this statement, by a long list of instances, oc- 
cupying nine or ten pages, taken from the Jamaica newspapers. We 
shall extract only a very few specimens. 

<< John Stevens, a likely young Creole Negro man, 5 ft. 6| in. marked MI on 
left shoulder, has a large scar on the left side of his throat, and otlier scars be* 
tween his shoulders and neck, to the estate of Mr. Mark, of Black- River, dec. 
—Aug. 6, 1823." p. 39. 

'' Philip, a Creole Sambo man, of Carthagena, 5 ft 6 in. marked ICD on left, 
and LH apparently, but blotched, on right shoulder, to Charles Newman, Esq. 
Majoche8ter.--Sept 10, 1823." p. 39. . ' 
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" Richard, a Creole, 6 fl. 6| in. marked apparently CC and CA on thoiilden. 
and C A on left cheek, to Syssons estate.^Sept 29, 182S.'' p. 43. 

<^ William Nelson, alias Thomas Mole, an Eboe, 5 ft. 6^ in. marked ASIA on 
shoulders, breasts, and cheeks, to Mr. Holmes, of Vere. — Oct. 17, 1823." p. 44. 

The Slaves, whether male or female, are driven to l^ard labour by 
the impulse of the cart-whip, for the sole benefit of their owners, from 
whom they receive no wages ; and this labour is continued (with certain 
intermissions for breakfast and dinner), from morning to night, through- 
out the year. 

In the season of crop, which lasts for four or five months of the year, 
their labour is protracted not only throughout the day, as at other tmies, 
but during half the night, or the whole of every alternate night. 

<< The time of labour for the slaves,'' says Mr. Bickell, ** is generally from 
suDiising to sunsetting; viz. from five o'clock to seven, one half the year, and 
from six to six, or thereabout, the cither half. They are generally summoned 
from their slumbers by the cracking of the driver's whip, about half an hoar 
before daylight, and woe be to the hapless slave who does not lend a willing ear 
and speedy footsteps to its repeated calls." *< If he be absent at roll-call, the 
jadge, juror, and executioner, all stand by him in the shape of an inexorable 
driver, and, without any defence or leave of appeal, he is subjected to the lash. 
Nor will a trifling excuse serve the Black female ; " " she makes the best of her 
way to take her place, her unequal share of the task, by the strong-armed and 
stout-made man, in the well dressed-up rank of the gang. Should she be too 
late, her sex and slender form, or gentler nature, will not avail ; but, as if de« 
void of feeling, she is laid down by force, and punished with many stripes on 
those parts which shall be nameless for me, but which, for decency's sake, 
ought never to be exposed. Surely nature is outraged at such devilish inde- 
licacies. 

'* Out of this time is allowed half an hour for breakfast, and two hours for 
dinner ; but many overseers have the first shell blow, for dinner, at half past 
twelve o'clock, and the second at two to go to the field again, as they are not 
very particular when they are busy in crop, or wish to have a certain quantity 
of work done. Independent of this also, in crop-time, the gangs are divided, 
and one half must work, at night, whilst the other half sleeps; so that on most 
sugar estates, the slaves work one half the year three nights in the week, inde- 
pendent of the days, and on the others two nights a week." 

Besides being made to work under the lash, without wages, during 
six days of the week, the Slaves are further obliged to labour for their 
own maintenance on that day which ought to be devoted to repose and 
religious instruction. And as that day is also their only market-day* 
it follows that " Sunday shines no Sabbath-day to them," but is of 
necessity a day of worldly occupation, and much bodily exertion. 

On this subject Mr. Bickell observes, ** It is not enough that most of the 
Slaves must work in their grounds a part of that holy day, but, to add to the 
abomination, a market must be kept also on the Sunday, for the sale of provi- 
sions, vegetables, fruit, &c. It is the only market-day which the poor Negroes 
and Coloured Slaves have; and, instead of worshipping their God, they are 
either cultivating their portions of land to preserve life, or trudging, like mules, 
with heavy loads, five, ten, or even twenty miles to a market, to sell the little 
surplus of their provision grounds, or to barter it for a little salt fish to season 
their poor meals; or, what is much worse, to spend, very often, the value in 
new destructive rum, which intoxicates them, and drowns for a short time the 
reflection that they are despised and burthened Slaves. 

" I shall never forget the horror and disgust which I felt on going on shore, 
for the first time in Kingston, in the month of August, 1819: it was on a Sunday, 
and X had to pass by the Negro market, where several thousands 6f human 
beings, of various nations and colours, but principally Negroes, instead of 
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worshipping their Matter on bis holy day, were busily employed in all kinds 
of traffic in the open streets.** 

Marriage, that blessing of civilized and even of savage life, is pro- 
tected in the case of the Slaves by no legal sanction. It cannot be 
said to exist among them. Those, therefore, who live together as man 
and wife, are liable to be separated by the caprice of their master, or 
by sale for the satisfaction of his creditors ; while their unrestrained li- 
centiousness is encouraged no less universally by the debaucheries of 
their superiors, the whites. 

In confirmation of this statement, Mr. Bickell observes, <' The evilp of slavery, 
great as they have already been shewn to be, would yet be less lamentable tha« 
they really are, if they affected the slaves only ; but truly distressing to an 
awakened and well-regulated Christian mind is it to witness the demoralizing 
effects brought on the White part of the population also, nearly the whole of 
whom live in a state of open and acknowledged, and even boasted, fornication. 
It is a well-known and notorious fact, that very" few of the White men in the 
West Indies marry, except a few professional men, and some few merchants in 
the towns, and here and there, in the country, a proprietor or large attorney. 
Most of the merchants and shopkeepers in the towns, and the whole of the 
deputy planters, (namely overseers,) in all parts of the country, have what is 
called a housekeeper, who is their concubine or mistress, and is generally a free 
woman of Colour; but the book-keepers, who are too poor ana too dependent 
to have any kind of establishment, generally take some Mulatto, or Black female 
slave from the estate where they are employed, or live in a more general state 
of licentionsness." 

The following passages, from the pen of the same ^ntleman, will 
serve to counteract some of the prevalent notions so inaustriously pro- 
pagated by West Indians, of the enviable comforts of the Negro slave ; 
comforts which, it is unblushingly said, place him above the British 
peasant. 

'* Of the great care taken of the Slaves in sickness, and of the boasted and. 
frequent attendance of the medical men on the different properties, I have 
never seen any very flattering specimens, though I have been on a great many 
plantations, and have seen plenty of doctors. Their hot-houses, or hospitals^ 
are generally speaking, filthy receptacles; they are very happily styled hot- 
houses, for they are hot enough ; as the hospital is, on most estates, a confined 
room, very often an earthern floor : in this is a platform of boards, raised two 
or three feet high, like the soldier's guard-bed, on which the sick lie down in 
their own clothes, covered sometimes with a blanket, and sometimes not : oil 
some large estates they have a superior kind of hospital, on a first floor, with 
better accommodations. The hot-house is often the place where the Negroes are 
also confined in the stocks ;' so that it is both hospital and gaol." pp. 52, 53. 

'^ None but a bigotted and low-minded planter, or some interested profes- 
sional resident, who cannot return to reside in this country, would compare tb6 
co&rse yams and cocoas, and the stringy indigestible plaintains, with a few bad 
or rotten herrings, to the wholesome bread of this country, and to potatoes and 
other fine vegetables, with a small portion of fresh meat or bacon, which the 
English cottager enjoys. I have seen a good deal of the state of the English 
poor, having served curacies in Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, Monmouthshire, 
and Wiltshire, besides having an intimate acquaintance with Devonshire ; and 
I can conscientiously say, that I never saw any one, even a pauper, who lived 
in the mean hoggish way that the Slaves in the West Indies do ; and, moreover, 
that if such coarse food as the Negroes generally eat was offered them, they 
would reject it, (at least much dislike it,) as thinking it hardly fit for human 
and rational beings : English stomachs could not well digest it, three times a 
day : I know mine could not ; and I can assert with much truth, that the coarsest 
Irish potatoes, with a little mil^, or buttermilk and salt, are preferable to the 
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Negro yams hnd green plantains ; at least, I would sooner have them, and I 
thidk most of the British poor would approve of my taste, had they an oppor- 
tunity of judging. 

. The £nglish poor are also much better clothed : for where is there a poor 
cottager that h^s not a decent cloth or fustian coat, of any colour he pleases, 
with other parts of his dress suitable, independent of good and warm stockings, 
and sound shoes to keep his feet from the gravel and dirt? .But what has Uie 
Slave ? He has for his best, (from his master, as I before observed,) a large 
baize surtout, which hangs about him like a sack,* and would as well fit any 
person you please as himself; and, moreover, a pair of coarse trowsers and 
coarse shirt of Oznaburgb, which, with the coarsest kind of hat, is his whole 
wardrobe ; for this ift the general livery or badge of Slavery. The female slaves 
are clothed as much inferior to our poor women ; and both Negro men and 
women are without stockings and shoes, and generally go in a half-dressed 
state, viz. without coats or gowns ; the women's petticoats up to their knees; 
and very often before fresh supplies are given out many of tbem are in a ragged 
stale, and some almost in a state of nudity ; and yet it is said, tbey are better 
off than the poor in Great Britain. 

" Nor have they the comfortable cottage, and warm bed with decent furni- 
ture, and the snug chimney-corner of the English peasant, which no one, not 
even a lord or a prince, dares to enter into without permission. No, in his 
mud-built and straw-covered hut, without a window or a chimney, on two or 
three boards raised a little above the floor, or on the floor itself, the Negro Slave 
lies down on his mat, very often uncovered ; and if he wants a little fire, as in 
the mountains they sometimes do, he must light his few sticks in the open air, 
and, like an animal I could mention, sit upon his heels shivering by it. It is 
painful indeed to carry on the comparison ; but, independent of all this, is it 
nothing that the peasant's son is commonly sent to school and taught to read 
his Bible, and oftentimes to write and cypher, and when grown up can travel to 
any part of this free country to better his condition, none molesting him, or 
daring to make him afraid ? " pp. 66—59. 

Such is the system which at this moment prevails almost universally 
in the Slave colonies of this free and happy country, and which, there 
is reason to fear, will continue to prevail, unless the British people shall 
interfere more effectually than they have yet done in behalf of the un- 
happy sufferers. In order that their past interference may produce its 
full and legitimate effect, the friends of Negro improvement throughout 
the kingdom must declare their determination to support his Majesty's 
ministers, in prosecuting through all the Colonies the work of amelio- 
ration which has been begun, but which the Colonists have unequivo- 
cally manifested their purpose, if possible, to frustrate. Such a decla- 
ration is due to those servants of the King, who, on furthering the 
wishes of the people, expressed in numerous petitions, have exposed 
themselves to no slight measure of opposition and obloquy from the 
West India planters. 

It is inconceivable that the people of Great Britain and Ireland could 
endure, within their sight and hearing, the spectacles and the sounds 
of woe with which their distant dependencies abound. But the distance 
at which oppression and cruelty are practised makes no difference as to 
the responsibility which rests upon those in whose power it is to miti- 
gate and put an end to them by just and lawful means. Such a re- 
sponsibihty rests upon the people of this kingdom ; for it is chiefly for 
the sake of supplying them with an article of luxury — an article too, 
which they could purchase at a cheaper rate, and without prejudice to 
the revenue of the country, or to any otheir interests which ought to be 
protected — that hundreds of thousands of men and women, who were 
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torn by a legalized piracy from the land of their nativity, are now 
doomed, along with the children to whom they have given birth, to 
wear down their strength by uncompensated toil under the lash of the 
cartwhip. 

It is moreover by Bounties and Protecting Duties, which not only 
operate as a heavy tax upon themselves, but greatly* aggravate the 
misery of the Slaves, that the people of this country uphold a system 
which, without such artificial support, would fall under its own enor- 
mity. The bounty alone paid on the export of sugar, raises the price 
of that article to the consumers at home to the extent of six shillings 
per cwt., and thus taxes the nation for. the benefit of the West India 
proprietors in no less a sum than £1,200,000. The price of sugar and 
of other tropical produce, is further enhanced by protecting or prohi- 
bitory duties, which exclude from a fair competition with the West In- 
dies, the productions of our Indian empire and of other parts of the 
world. Besides this, large military and naval establishments are neces- 
sary to keep the slaves in subjection to their masters. The whole 
annual expense of these islands, together with the national loss incurred 
by the restrictions in their favour, cannot be fairly calculated at less 
than four millions sterling. At this cost does Great Britain perpetuate 
the evils of her colonial bondage ; and yet this cost is of small ac- 
count compared with the amount of guilt which must attach to the 
upholders of such a system. 

What then is to be done by those who feel, not only for the spiritual 
and temporal good of the poor slaves, but also for the honour and best' 
interests of their country, whose prosperity they believe to be dependent 
on the favour of the righteous Governor of the Universe? Let them 
stand forward, individ][ially and collectively, as the avowed and strenu- 
ous advocates of those who are not permitted to give utterance to their 
own sense of wropg. Let them, in their several spheres, and in the 
legitimate exercise of their birthright, influence, as they may, by their 
votes, and by petitions addressed to the legislature, the decision of 
questions relating to this momentous national concern. Let them pray 
the Parliament to prosecute to its consummation the great work of jus- 
tice and humanity on which they have entered ; — to extend with all 
convenient dispatch to every one of his Majesty*^ Colonies the provisions 
of the Order of the King in Council framed for the Island of Trinidad, 
and such other provisions as may be severally expedient ; and to enforce 
them by such measures as shall secure their due execution : and espe- 
cially let them unequivocally declare their unwillingness to contribute 
to the maintenance of a system of Slavery which they abhor, by Bonn-- 
ties and Protecting Duties, which are injurious to the commerce of the 
empire, and at variance with the enlightened and liberal policy of his 
Majesty's Government. 

* For a statement of the effect of Boanties and Protecting Duties upon the 
condition of the Slave, see the Second Report of the Committee. Page 19 — 26. 
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London, August 31, 1825, 

No. 3. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



THE " Anti-Slavery Monthly REPoaTEE," will be ready for de- 
livery on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the 
request of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per 
hundred, provided the order for them be received within the month 
immediately following the date of each Number. It is requested that 
all persons wishing to receive a regular supply, will make application to 
the Secretary, at Uie Society's office. No. 18, Aldermanbury, and men- 
lion the conveyance by which they may be most conveniently sent. — 
They might in many cases be sent at very little expense, enclosed in 
bpoksellerd' parcels, or along with the Monthly Publications of the va- 
rious religious or charitable Societies ; permission to that effect being 
obtained from the country booksellers or others to whom the parcels are 
addressed. 



In -our last Number, we gave a ** Brief Sketch of Colonial Slavery," 
and we can easily imagine that after having perused it (brief and inade- 
' quate as it is to develope the enormity of the system), our readers would 
ask with astonishment, why such a state of things has been permitted 
to continue, and what means have been used for we purpose of correct* 
ing or destroying it ? To the first of these (questions, it may be difficuh 
to find an explicit answer, unless we refer it to that insatiable avarice 
which has steeled the breasts of men to fedii^, and instigated them to 
seek gold at the expense of justice and humanity; or to that ^upineness 
of the British public, which has permitted the despoilers of mankind to 
hold possession of their degraded victims in secunty, and even assisted 
them (in general, it is hoped^ unwittingly) in the consumption of the 
produce of the " sinews and the bones of men." 

There was a time when the voice of this country was almost univer* 
sally raised against the traffic in human beings so iniquitously carried 
on between the coast of Africa and the West Indies ; the cruel practices 
then brought to light made the ears of all who heard to tingle, till jus- 
tice obtained a triumph, and the Slave Trade was abolished. With this 
abolition the compassionate feelings that had been excited began to sub- 
side, and, for want of a more intimate acquaintance with the subject, 
the Abolition of the Trade in Slavey was identified, in the minds of 
most men, with the extinction of Slavery itself: whilst in their exulta- 
tion at a too partial victory, the majority of the British people forgot the 
800,000 of their fellow creatures already groaning in bondage, and the 
fate of their hapless posterity, who were still doomed to all the horrors 
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of a cruel and hopeless servitude, which could only be terminated by 
death. The more intelligent of our readers will, we trust, excuse X>tLt 
pressing this view of thp subject, as it is a widely spread and fatal error 
which still prevatfs, tKat Bla^fery was p>tit an end to by the Abolition of 
the African Slave Trade; and which also, perhaps, furnishes a reason, 
and the only excuse, why so iniquitous a s^tem has been pNerraitted to 
continue so long, but which reason and excuse are now sufficiently taken 
away by the opportunities of obtaining correct information so repeatedly 
offered to the public by the Anti-Slavery Society. 



DEMERARA. 

It appidai's, froih the Parliamentary papers lately printed, that the 
jplantiers bf Demerara have strenuously opposed certain {iarts of the pro- 
posed reforihs which, after the example of the Order in Council, the 
Government have wished to introduce. It is one of the provisions Of 
that order that the tnarrikges of slaves shall be " to all ihtents and pur- 
poses binding, vailid, and effectual in law." The planters of Demerara, 
however, remark that " the civil rights acquired by marriage are s6 
numeit'ous and complicated that it is found impracticable to adopt cfr 
modify this expression.'* They, therefore, in their wisdom, propose to 
introduce the following clause, " Provided always, that such marriage 
shall in no manner confer on the slaves any of these civil rights which, 
by marnage, are acquired by persons of free condition, nor subject such 
slg^ves to any penal infliction, the effects of which might destroy the 
rights, or injure the property of their owners." 

Suph is the marriage which the Christian planters of Demerara declare 
that they will alone concede to their slaves ; and such, iand no more, is 
the marriage which the Rev. Mr. Bridges, of Jamaica, boasts of having 
solemnized among th^ slaves of his parish — a marnage without any of 
the rights of marriage — a marriage which gives no security, and confers 
no benefit beyond that of an unlicensed concubinage ; and even this, in 
the eyes of the Demerara planters, and of Mr. Bridges, is something of 
reform, something of improvement in the condition of the slave. What 
must that condition have been in this respect previously, and what, 
therefore, is it now ? It is one which only finds its parallel among the 
beasts of the field and the forest. 

Apun, the Demerara planters absolutely refuse to grant to their slaves 
the liberty of purchasing their freedom, even at the mil appiraised v^lue 
of their persons, of their sinews, bones and blood. Let us hear their 
reasonings on this point " It is,*' say they, " beyond its power," that 
is, beyond the power of the legislative boay, *^ without the breach of a 
sacred trust, to give their sanction to any measure which could ever, by 
construction, imply an acktiowledged right, on the part of the slave, to 
demand his freedom invito domino. They feel themselves called upon * 
openly to avow the principle, that they have not the right to invade the 
property of their fellow colonists^ by admitting that they can, in any 
manner, be deprived of it contrary to law, by which it is secured to 
them, and which his Majesty has been giraciously pleased to guarantee 



Digitized by 



Google 



19 

to them by the Articles of Capitulation/'* *' Slaves in this Colony are 
chattels a^ much as any other iQoveable property." Except when slaves 
are mortgaged, the master ** has the entire control over his slaves ; 
^either is it the l^w tb^t proprietors can be forced tp dispose of their 
propi^y, real or personal, when its value is offered to them by others. 
To give (o the slave the right of purchasing himself, against the will 
and consent of his owner, will annihilate the right of the owner, and 
confer on the slave a power which no other person possesses." Again, 
** the Dutch law, in this Colony, ffives no such right whatever to a slave. 
Here the interest ot th^ owner, m his slave, is that of fee simple ah- 
solute:' 

Such, then, the Planters themselves tell u?, is the tenure of Slavery 
in the British Colony of Demerara. And can they hope that, after 
having revealed the principle in all its naked wickedness, by which they 
hold in fee simple absolute the bodies and the souls of their fellow- 
creatures, that they will find symp?ithy in any British bosom but for 
the wret<ied victims of such a tyrannical, and, in spite of all they can 
^ystem; a system which is an outrage on all law, diyine 



^y, lawless ^ystem; a system which ^ an outrage 
and human, recognized at least in this happy land. This horrid system, 
we have often said, needs only to be known to the people of this coun- 
try, in all its length and breadth, and hejghth ^uad depth of enormity, 
to be swept from the face of the British empire. It cannot endure the 
light which npw beams upon it after ^es of darki^ess and death. 



TRINIDAD. 

In one of the Newspapers, recently received from Trinidad, is con- 
tained an account of tne proceedings at the General Annual Meeting 
of the Anti-Slavery Society, on the 30th April, 1825. It had been there 
asserted that, on the admission of the Trinidad Planters themselves, 
" the WHIP is identified with Slavery ; and th^t it is by its infliction, 
or the dread of its infliction, that the Slaves are alone made to work.'^ 
On this assertioji, they thus comment in the Gazette of Trinidad. 

" We did, and do declare the whip to be essential to West Indian 
iiscijfdin^ ; aye, as essential^ my Lord Calthorpe, as the freedom of 
the press, and the trial by jury to the liberty of the subject, in Eng^ 
lmd,and to be justified on equally legitimate grounds. The comfort, 
welfare, and happiness of our labouring classes cannot subsist without 
it. The fact may have been denied by others, but never by us. We 
have never condescended to equivocation or disguise in this Colony, It 
m^y be denied by the West Indian Committee, but il ^<*« ^^^ ^^^ 
denied by us**' 

Messieurs, the Planters, the Anti-Slavery Society are obliged to you 
for your frankness I We now understand each pther. To you, and 
your systepa, you say the whip is essential. With the whip employed 
to compel labour, we, and with us the people of England, wage an 
intermia^le and exterminating warfare. 



♦ Just as if Articles of €a|utnlation coqld be of any forcp ipj^bsequently to 
a cession by Treaty. 
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MAURITIUS. 



A Return of the Slave Population of the Mauritius, as received ifl 
the office of the Registrar of Colonial Slaves since its first establish- 
ment, was laid on the table of the House of Commons on the 27th of 
June last. It is as follows, viz. — 

' "1816. Males, 55,717; females, 29,706; total, 85,423. 
* "The duplicate. Slave Returns in the Mauritius, for the year 1819, 
are so imperfect as not to afford any means whatever of ascertaining 
the amount of the Slave population at that period, and have therefore 
been sent back to the Colony for correction. Those for 1822 are sup- 
posed to have been lost in the ship George the Fourth, wrecked, on her 
voyage from the Mauritius, in June last." 

It thus appears, that the registration of Slaves at the Mauritius is so 
incomplete as to prove a perfect nullity, and to be utterly useless to its 
grand purpose of checking the illicit introduction of Slaves. This state 
of things must now be more particularly favourable to the prosecution 
of an active Slave trade, since the removal of the protecting duty of 
ten shillings from Mauritius sugar, and the general rise in the price 
of Colonial produce, must have gbeii an increased stimulus to cul- 
tivation, and rendered the temptation of the adjacent Slave-markets 
irresistible. Those markets are so near, and the price of Slaves there 
so low, that they may be brought to the Mauritius and sold there for 
thirty or forty dollars a piece. The consequence must be, that the 
effectual check of a perfect system of registration being wanting, and 
the interests and feelings of the planters being all in favour of the 
Slave Trade, it will be carried on without limit or control. 

One effect arising from this facility of igiportation is, the frightful 
disproportion of the sexes among the Slaves, as may be seen in the above 
. extract from the Slave Registry. Another is, that the human animal 
being so cheap, (less than is now paid for a dead subject for the dis- 
secting-room in this country,) the system of exaction, and the severity 
of treatment are carried to a height of cruelty which very far exceeds 
that of our Western Colonies. This might be expected on general 
principles. But facts moreover prove it to be so ; and whips, and chains, 
and mutilations, and torture, and death, are there, still more the ordi- 
nary incidents of Slavery than in the West Indies or the United States. 
The mortality, therefore, is enormous ; and that mortality cannot fail to 
be largely increased by the admission of the sugar of the Mauritius 
to consumption ii^ this country on the same terms with the sugar of the 
West Indies. 

It does seem most extraordinary, that from all our dominions in the 
Elast, the Legislature should have selected the only Colony in which 
Slavery prevails for exemption from the protecting duty on sugar; thus 
giving an impulse not merely to the exaction of labour, and all the 
aggravated severities of an increased sugar culture, but a direct pre- 
mium on all the horrors and atrocities of the Slave Trade, which the 
total confusion into which the Slave Registry has been allowed to ftill 
renders perf^tly safe and easy. 
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An attempt has been made, it is understood, to pass off the sugar of 
the Mauritius as the produce of free labour. The above statement will 
serve to undeceive our readers, and placQ them on their guard agaipst 
the deception. 

The following are a few memoranda made on the subject of Slavery 
in the Mauritius by an eye-witness, who may be relied upon :— 

*The Slaves are either Creoles, or natives of Madagascar, Mozambique, 
or the eastern coast of Africa. They are employed as domestics^ arti" 
sans, or in the plantations ; the latter class are often ill-fed, hard'^worked, 
arid cruelly treated. 

The Slaves are generally summoned to their labours by the cracking 
of the whip ; and, when they are at work in the field, the overseer 
stands over them with it. If there is any law that prescribes limits to 
the punishment of Slaves, it is a perfectly dead letter, for lashes are in- 
flicted from the number of twenty- five to six hundred. It might be 
expected that any such restricting law would become obsolete, .when it 
is known that in no instance can the evidence of a Slave be taken in a 
Court of Justice, when the interests of his master are concerned. 

Women are alike subject to flogging, and the punishment of working 
in chains.* 

The moral character of the Slave population, compared with that of 
other Slave Colonies, is supposed to be good. The number of Maroons 
(run-away Slaves) every year is asserted to be one fourteenth part of 
the number in Jamaica. In general they are subordinate and docile. 
Petty thefts are common, and the restraint of truth is little felt : but 
capital offences rarely occur. A listless inactivity, an indisposition to 
work except under coercion, the promiscuous intercourse of the sexes, 
&c. can hardly be called crimes in an unenlightened Slave ; and, upon 
the whole, their actual moral condition, when viewed in connexion with 
their opportunities of improvement, may well excite wonder. - 

The marriage Of Slaves is not recognized by the laws of the Colony. 
C'Ohabitation is common; but without any tie to enforce constancy, 
except mutual consent. A child cannot be separated from the mother 
against her wish, under the age of seven ; but no law respects the bond 
of the parents. 

" Cohabitation between the Whites and the Blacks is frightfully com- 
mon among all classes in the Mauritius ; but there is a law in the code 
of the last French governor, still in force, which not only greatly aggra- 
vates the evil, but, in fact, creates a considerable part of it. By this 
law, not only the marriage of a White and a Black person is prohibited, 
but even a person of colour, (i. e. one known to have descended, how- 
ever remotely, from a Black,) cannot be married to a White ; nor can 
any property whatever be bequeathed, by will, to children born in such 
a connexion. A dreadfully immoral aspect is thus given to the whole 
state of society ; which, in conjunclion with the iSciHty of obtaining 
divorces, must be considered to have divested marriage of much of its 
honour and its sanctity. 

* Chains of any endurable weight may be affixed by the master to his slaves, 
whether men or women. * 
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The fees, secunti^s, &c. requii>ed to be paid upon giviog a Slave his 
freedom, are oppressive, — amounting to about thr«e hundred dollaFs ; 
which tax must be deemed an obstacle in the way of bene¥olence, aad 
the progress of the abolition of Slavery. The formalities and provi- 
sions of the law are numerous ; and as the master alone is supposed to 
confer the boon of liberty, there seems no encouragement to the indus- 
trious exertions of the Slav^, 

As lah^ur U carried on on Sundays, it is not supposed there can be 
any law, appointing that holy day a day of rest to the Slaves. It is 
believed that some masters allow them the day, or part of it; but, ia 
general, they are not 9Q &vou)rably circmi)$tan(?ed as the Sli^ves in the 
West India Islands. 

. ENGLISH LIBERTY NOT RECOGNIZED. 

There are several Slaves in the Island who have been in England, and 
by the glorious charter of that land of liberty, have become free : but 
returning ignorantly to the Mauritius, the Colonial law has not respected 
their Briti^ privilege ; they have been sold again as Slaves, and they 
and their children remain in bondage. 

Since the abolition of the Slav^ Trade, and the r^istration of Slaves 
in the Colony, the ilhcit traffic has been carried on to a gr^at extent ; 
and a considerable portion of the present Slave property in the Island 
has been notoriously acquired in that manner. The proprietors being 
therefore liaUe to forfeiture, are not in a condition to oppose any melio- 
ration of the state of the Slaves that Government mi^ht recommend ; 
nor do they deserve that any prejudices or imaginary mterest of theirs 
should countervail the moral wants of eighty thousand of their fpllow- 
creatures. 

There are eleven hundred Slaves attached to the different departments 
of Government; and many of them are let out to hire at the rate of 
from fiye to seven dollars pex month ; a sum presumed to be more than 
enough to cover the expense of their food and clothing, which they are 
provided with hy Government. 

Thene is another class of Blacks styled Government apprentices, 
whose situatiofi requires attention. Sinc^ the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, all captured Slaves are bound apprentices by the Collector of 
Customs, according to Act of Parliament, for the term of fourteen 
years, to such persons as are willing to take them^ engaging to teach 
ihem either trades or other occupations, and to brine/ them up in the 
principles of the Christian religion. The number of these is about 
aix hundred. It is known that in two or three English houses some 
attempts are laade to teach the Slaves and apprentices ; and it is said, 
that the lady of the late Commander of me Forces (MajorrGeneral 
Darling) set an admirable example in this respect, reading prayers in 
Creole twice a day to her Slaves and apprentices : but, in general, they 
are quite neglected. Doubtless many are prevented by the difficulty 
of coDaaittnieatiiig with them ; and ^lany more by indifference to the 
* subject ; for no man who does not supremely val^e the Cluju^tiau TJ^r- 
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pcfh fbr hivtiself cati be expected to undergo the labour of teaching it 
to an igir6rant Black. 



ABERDEEN ANTI*SLAVERY SOaETY. 

A powerful and active Anti-Slavery Society was formed at Aberdeen 
on the 18th of March last. In the list of its Vice-Presidents and Com- 
mittee we observe with satisfaction the names of the most distinguished 
literary and influential characters in that important and populous place. 
In an energetic address from the Committee, they call upon their coun- 
trymen universally to consider calmly and delioerately the nature of 
personal Slavery, with all its injurious effects, as it exists in our Colo- 
nies ; and after describing it in much the same manner as it has been, 
on various occasions, exhibited in the publications of the London Anti • 
Slavery Society, they thus proceed : — 

" In this bnef detail, the Committee have been anxious not to exag- 
gerate any of the circumstances. They disclaim all calumny and in- 
vective against the Planters and White inhabitants ; believing them to 
be men of like passions with ourselves, many of them labounng under 
the influence of strong prejudices, consequently objects of our pity ; 
and probably not acting worse than we should do, were we placed in 
similar circumstances, intrusted with absolute power over our fellow- 
creatures. It may be asked, however. What has been done for amelio- 
rating the condition of our Colonial Bondsmen ? Have the humane 
regulations recommended by the Government at home been acted upon? 
Have they not, almost in every case, been evaded, or offensively re- 
jected ? While this is the case, we cannot sit still, year after year, 
silent spectators of such a system of oppression, exercised within the 
British dominions without partaking of tne guilt. 

^'The Committee would particularly recommend that Associations 
should be formed in every part of the kmedom, for the purpose of co- 
operating to diffuse information, and to call forth the distinct expression 
of public opinion on the subject ; thereby strengthening the hands and 
seconding the movements of Government, for accomplishing the final 
and complete abolition of Slavery. Such a change would be equally 
advantageous to the Planters as to the Slaves, to Uie Whites as to the 
Blacks. Free or voluntary labour has invariably proved far more pro- 
fitable than compulsory or slave labour. Strong prejudices, and the 
innate love of power, have made the Colonial Proprietors, or their Agents, 
deny this important fact, and thereby sacrifice their own interest. The 
change would also powerfully contribute to the security and increasing 
value of all kinds of lawful property ; and it would be essentially felt 
in suppressing the unrestrained licentiousness which so much prevaik 
among both the Slave and the White population. Many other advan- 
tages would naturally follow, which must be apparent to every intelligent 
and unprejudiced observer. 

" To the Ministers of religion, of every denomination, the Committee 
confidently look for co-operation and assistance. By directing their 
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respecitive congregations |;o this important subject, as their own wisdom 
and prudence may suggest, they will essentially promote the cause of 
justice and humanity ; and by exciting the inquiry and attention of all 
ranks to the dreadful wretchedness and degradation of Negro Slavery, 
they will hasten its final abolition. 

" To the Ladies in this City, and throughout the country, the Com- 
mittee appeal with confident hopes of success. The subject is worthy 
of their attention. By their well-directed and persevering exertions in 
acquiring an accurate knowledge of the numerous hardships endate<l 
by the Slaves, and communicating the same in their domestic and social 
circles, it is almost impossible to calculate the bappy effects that may 
result. In various parts of England, many amiable and highly-accom- 
plished Females are now devoting some of their leisure hours to this 
object, in the most exemplary manner, and are effecting a great change 
on public opinion. May their example be speedily followed here ! 

" Finally, the Committee most fervently wish that Petitions to Parlia- 
ment may be prepared, and numerously signed, previous to the opening 
of next Session, from every county and every town, from every village 
and every parish, in the United Kingdom, making one energetic and 
concurrent appesd to both Houses of the Legislature in behalf of our 
enslaved fellow-subjects ; praying that they may be admitted to a full 
participation of those civil rights and«privileges, and to all those moral 
and religious advantages, enjoyed by the rest of his Majesty's subjects." 



^ -• 
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HAYTI. 

THE French Government, has, at length, in consideration of the sum 
of 150 millions of francs, as an indemnity to the ancient proprietors of 
lands in the French portion of St. Domingo, consented to aclmowledge 
the independence of that country. Independent they have been, in 
point of fact, for a quarter of a century ; we might say, from the time 
of the French Revolution ; and there was no reason to fear, that either 
by arms or artifice, they could be made to return to their servile condi- 
tion : so that France may be considered as having received a most gra* 
tuitous boon for her acknowledgment, independently of the commercial 
adyantages she may derive from the recognition, especia^y as the impoli- 
tic tardiness of our own Government, has prevented our securing the 
commercial advantages, and perhaps, preferences, which might l^ave 
been our own, but which will now no longer be within our reach. 

There is however, as yet, much that is ambiguous, in the terms in 
which the independence of Hayti has been recognised. It is recognised 
not in the usual mode of a treaty regularly contracted between inde- 
pendent parties ; but in a Royal Ordonnance, issumg by the sole fiat 
of the French King, who in the style of a Sovereign thus proclsdms his 
will on Uje i9ubject : — 

Paris, April 17. 

^^ GHARI^ES, BY THE GRACE OF GOD, KIITG OT VAAKTCB AVT} 
" larAVAERE. 

. ^ To aU to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 

" Considering Articles 14 and 73 of the Charter, desiring to provide 
for yfjiaLt is called for by the interests of the French Merchants, the mis- 
fortunes of the ancient Colonies of St. Domingo, and the precarious 
situation of the present inhabitants of that Island ; 

" We have ordained and ordain as foUows : — 

'^ Art. 1. The Ports of the French part of St Domii^ are open to 
the Commerce of all nations. 

*^ The duties levied in the Ports, either upon vessels or merchaildize, 
whether entering or going out, shall be equal and uniform for all flags 
except for the Fr^ch flag^ in favour of vrhich these duties shall be re- 
duced one-hdf. 
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^^%. The present inbabitaaU of St. Domingo shall pay into the 
Caisse Generale des D^os et des Consignations of France, in five equal 
instalments from year to year, the first of which will become due on the 
31st of December, 18$5, thQsum of 1 $0,000,000 erf fipancs, destined to 
indemnify the ancient Colonists who shall claim an indemnity. 

" 3. We grant, on these conditions, by the present Ordinance, to the 
actual inhabit£ipt9 of the Fretich part of the Island of St, Domingo, the 
full and entire independence of their Government. 

" The present Ordinance shall be sealed with the great Seal. 

'* Given at Paris, at the Palace of the Tuileries, the 17th of 
" April, the year of grace 1825, and in the First of our reign. 
(By the King) "CHARLES/" 

" The Peer of France, Minister, Secretary of State for the Deprt- 
ment of Marne and Colonies, 

(Sealed) " Count pb Chabrol. 

" The Keeper of th^ SeaU of France, Minister, Secretary of State 
for the Department of Justice. 

(Countersigned^ " Count i>b Peyroi^net. 
" The President of the Council of Ministers, 

" M. DE Vn.tELE." 



But whatever be the doubts which may hang over this transaction as 
tQ its form, no doubt can exist that the measure is one of immense im- 
portance, and big with the most momentous consequences to the whole 
of the Slave Colonies in the western world. It cannot but be deeme4 
to hold out a loud warning to the Colonists to shape their way as spee- 
dily as possible to a safe and amicable extinction of Slavery, before the 
ei^tj^emity arrives (as arrrive it may, under various probable contingen- 
cies, especially in the event of another war), when the question may be, 
whether the mother country shall be forced either to abandon the Pla.ii- 
ters to their fate, or to imitate the conduct of France, in waging in de- 
fence of them a long, bloody, unpopular, and most ruinously expensive 
coiitest tp end only in degradation and defeat. 

As we have alluded thus far to the subject of Hayti, we shall sub- 
jom a few paitieulani respecting what is stated, on good authority, to be 
the present condition of that qou^otiy. 

The Island of St. Domingo, jt is well known, is of great value, both 
in an agricultural and commercial view. It is generally mountainous^ 
but ha^ many extensive plains and beautiful vcdUeya. Its climAte, con- 
sidering the latitude, is salubrious and delightful, being tempered by 
the mountain breeaes and trade winds. The immense wealth which (t 
poured into France, while in a state of Colonial dependence, proves ^ 
fertility and great resources. The government is professedly framed on 
the model of the United States of America; the legislative and execu- 
tive powers being vested in a President, Senate, and Cfaambeo' of Die- 
puties. The Deputies consist of two from the principal city of each 
department, (Fortran- Princ^ sends threeX and one from each district; 
they are elected quinquennially by tiie pec^ple, all males ol 21 years of 
age having a vote. The duties and privil^es of all classes ave defined 
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by the coin&uticta : the OodA Napoleoa is in 9&bttaiioe the kw of the 
hxxdL Having kitberto been unacknowledged^ and being obliged to 
keep on foot a large force^ both for achieviBg and maintaining their m- 
dependence ; and having only their own arms to rely upon, for exemp- 
tion from slavery or extermination ; the Government has hitherto as* 
sumed dnefly a military aspect; but a standing anny being now less 
necesslury. We may hope to view it under a ttore peaceful appeaftmoe ; 
especially ad its constitution is opposed to a military government, and 
is (bunded on the modem system of checks and balances^ and is not ill 
cdculated to secure public and private liberty and prosperity. Since 
the union of the wh(^ Island u^Ur the present administration, great 
knpnivements are stated to have taken place ; and fbr more than two 
years there has been the most perfect internal tranquillity* The Piesi^ 
dent is popular ; and the Government appeared to be quite stable, even 
before die recent recognition of its independence. Indeed, all disinter- 
ested persons, who have visited and examined the Island, have stated 
that its fastnesses and mountains, the good discipline of its army, 
the spirit of liberty which animates the people, and the confidence of the 
public in a Government which, by a pure administration of justice, se- 
cures liberty and property, and guarantees to every human being who 
touches its shores, the rights of freedom, without disUnction of clune or 
colour, rendered invasion an utterly hopeless project The Legislature 
q)pear to be acting upon principles of sound fK>licy ; they have recent- 
ly equalized the duties oa imports ; lessened those on exp(Mrts, and ba- 
nished some remains of the feudal systeni in matters of property. The 
Police is excellent; so that public crimes and outrs^es are far more 
rare than might have been expected, considering that most of the elder 
and middle-aged population, and the parents of the younger, were bom 
Slaves, and must therefore, have been but ill qualified for all the duties 
and dignities of freemen. The moral and intellectual taint hence de- 
rived, is, however, still painfully visible, and years must elapse before 
many of the habits and vices engendered by Slavery will have whoUr 
disappeared. This serious disadvantage the Haytians inherit (ana 
inherit, be it remembered, from European hands,) in common with the 
lately enfranchised regions of South and Central America : but they 
are taking the best means to check its perpetuation, by eicouragfaig 
education, and according to the best ideas which their late masters 
thought fit to give them, religion. To promote the former, the Govern- 
ment has established both Colleges and Schools of mutuid instruction, 
of both which classes of institutions the public defray a great part of 
the expense. These excitements were absolutdy necessary ; for every 
person who has witnessed the general indifierence of uneducated persons, 
even in our own country, for the education of their children, will easily 
infer that great difficulties must exist in instilling such a desire into the 
population of an Island, where, thirty-three years ago, almost all were 
Slaves, and, as such, prevented, by a cruel policy, £rom being made ac- 
quainted with the simplest elements of mental cultivation. These re- 
marks apply chiefly, to those who were Slaves before the Revolution. 
Among t^e who have always eigoyed their freedom, there are many 
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who are distinguished for mtelligence and liberality of senttmeiit. Jfaft 
a few were educated in France ; and many of the children of both 8exe» 
are still sent to that country for instruction. There are several Printing 
Presses on the Island, from which issue a few Newspapers and one 
monthly publication. 

With regard to the second point, Religion, when it is recollected who 
were the late masters of the Island, and in what manner West-Indian 
Colonies were peopled, it will not be wondered at that the Haytian po- 
pulation are not eiUier very intelligent or very consistent Christians. The 
majority of them were African Pagans, torn from their homes; who 
acquired little of Christianity but the name, and ilot perhaps always 
even that, by their residence in a professedly Christian and Catholic 
Colony. The present race have renounced their Pagan for Popish su- 
perstitions, or for a total disregard of all religious observances. A Pro- 
testant Sunday is unknown ; for, thouglt the public offices, and gene- 
rally the wholesale stores, are shut, yet the Sunday market still exists, 
and comparatively little attention is devoted to. religious duties. The 
Catholic holidays are retained ; and the Churches are open, and Mass 
performed, on occasion of their recurrence ; but they have the efiect 
there, as every where else, of creating habits of idleness and vicious m- 
dulgence, rather than of strengthening religious sanctions. Many of the 
higher classes, we fear, have imbibed the infidelity of the French school. 
There is, however, on every hand, a visible and rapid improvements 
The manners of the people are much less coarse than might have been 
expected, and even partake, it is said, of great civility, having been 
modelled on the proverbially polished deportment of French society. 
Marriage, that rfmost unknown institution among West-India Slaves, 
is beginning to be duly honoured among the poorest classes ; and we 
trust, that, by the blessing of God, many years will not elapse before 
moral and spiritual improvements will have ensued, equal to those 
which have ameliorated their civil condition; and that, being now 
blessed with temporal freedom and security, they will become encreas- 
ingly partakers dTthe glorious liberty of the sons of God. 

MESSRS. LECESNE AND ESCOFFERY. 

Since the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society was published, 
(see page 14,) the case of the above named Gentlemen has been brought 
before 5ie House of Commons by Dr. Lushington, in a speech which 
produced a deep impression on the House, and obtained from Mr. 
Canning an assurance that the whole affair should undergo a full and 
fair investigation, with a view, in the event of their complaints being 
substantiated, of ren4ering them adequate redress and reparation. The 
following statement exhibits in substance, the particulars of this 
transaction. 

In the month of October, 1&23, Lewis Celeste Lecesne and John 
Escoffery, were put under arrest, by a warrant of the Duke of Man- 
chester, the Governor of Jamaica, as aliens, and as dangerous persons, 
in oi^er to be instantly deported from the Island. They found time, 
however^ to make an application to the Supreme Court of Jamaica, to 
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be brought before it by Habea$ Corpm; and, the whole of their cade 
having been submitted to that tribunal, and argued at great lengthy 
they were discharged by order of the Judges, who declared them to be 
British-born subjects. 

While they were in jail, a memorial, signed by thirty of the most 
respectable merchants and magistrates, (one of them a member of the 
House of Assembly,r and another the Provost-Marshal-General,) was- 
submitted to the Governor, bearing the highest testimony to the cha- 
racters of Iiecesne and Escoffery, whom many of them had known from 
ib^ infancy, and others had known for many years ; and all of whom 
expressed a concurrent conviction that these men were not only British 
subjects, but perfectly free from all imputation of disaffection or dis- 
loyalty. This petition, thus respectably signed, was treated as unworthy 
of serious consideration. It was asserted that the petitioners were 
principally the creditors of these persons, and interested in keeping 
them on tiie Island ; vrtiAe the unquestionable fact has proved to be, 
that out of the thirty petitioners, only five were creditors, and these 
to an amount not greater than £25 each, exclusive of an open account- 
current with one house, that of Watson, Williams, and Co., the exact 
amount of which is uncertain. These men had uniformly borne an 
excellent charactei^ not only for the punctuaUty of their commercial 
dealings, but for their general conduct, both a» citisens and as members 
of the Militia, in which they held the rank of seijeants. Mr. Hall, a 
Magistrate of Kingston, in particular, bore the most unequivocal testi- 
mony to their respectability, and to ^ confidence he placed in them ; 
and this testimony he has repeated in this country, where he.now re- 
sides. But although this powerful testimony in their favour, together 
with the clear proof of their national character, was disregarded by the 
Executive Government of the Island, it had it» full effect in the Supreme 
Court, which, as has been stated, after a long and laborious hearing, 
discharged both the individuab. On this occasion, six freeholders 
attended in the Court to offer bail ; but the Chief Justice said that the 
Court required none, for the men were proved to be British subjects, 
and he knew of no charge against them. 

The subsequent proceedings, however, were still more extraordinary. 
Shortly after their discharge by the Court of King's Bench, Mr. Hector 
Mitchell, with whom this outrageous persecution appears to have origi- 
nated, moved in the House of Assembly for a Secret Committee, which 
was granted, for investigating the matter. He was himself appointed the 
Chairman ; and Mr. Barnes, the Mayor of Kingston, who was actively 
concerned with Mr. Mitchell in the arrest of these men, together with 
two others who had been retained as Counsel against them, were asso- 
ciated with him in the Committee. What evidence was taken before 
this Secret Committee does not yet appear, but, whatever it was, it was 
wholly ex parte ; not a single witness in behalf of the persons accused 
having been heard, or even cited ; and no notice having been given them 
of an investigation so nearly affecting them. All that is known of the 
proceedings of this Committee is a Report, in which the assertion was 
repeated that these men were aliens, and persons dangerous to the peace 
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of the Island. But of this assertion no |iroQf whatever as yet appeat*» 
to have been exhibited, beyond what the Suprome Court, after the 
gravest deliberation, had pronounced to b^ unworthy of credit. 

On the ground of this Report ; without any further inquiry ; without 
a moment's warning to the individuals ; without the slightest intimation 
of the nature of the charges preferred against tl^em, or of the nature 
of the further evidence that had been adducied before the Secret Com-^ 
mittee to invalidate that evidence in their favour which had appeared so 
decisive to the Supreme Court ; were these men, who had resided in 
^e Island from their birth, and, by the acknowledgement of their ene-^ 
mies, from their earliest infancy ; who had conducted themselves most 
irreproachably in every civil and social relation ; who were married and 
had families, and upon whom those ^imilies, as well as their aged mo- 
thers, depended wholly for their support ; and who had also been ad- 
mitted to their privileges as British-bom subjects, by the unanimous 
vote of the Magistrates of Kingston, nine years before, and as such 
had also been promoted to the rank of seijeants in the Militia, to which 
only British-born subjects are eligible; — ^thus were they, notwith- 
standing the strongest and most irrefragible proofs in their favour, sud- 
denly torn from the bosoms of their families, sent into exile, ruii^ in 
their fortunes, maligned in their characters, and held up as traitors to* 
their king and country, while those dependent on them w^e either left 
to starve, or to subsist on the precark)us bounty of others. In a few 
hours after their anest, they were sent off in a ship of war to St. 
Domingo, where they were put ashore and left to their fate. 

All diis was done under die colour of the Alien Act of Jamaica. But 
it never could have been meant that the Alien Act should give the 
Col(Hiial Government the power of inquiring into the biith of indivi- 
duals who had resided in a country for nearly thirty years, and had 
been in the unquestioned enjoyment during that time, of all the rights 
of citizenship ; or should arm it with authority, at such a distance of 
time, to call on an individual to prove his birth-place, when, from various 
circumstances, he might be wholly unable to do so ; it being quite im- 
possible that he himself should be cognisant either of the time at which, 
or the place in which, he was bom. And yet, even under these disadvan- 
tageous circumstances, with the power of the Executive and the Magis- 
tracy combined against them, have these men been able, in the most 
triumphant manner, to negative the fact of their alienage, and thus to 
destroy the very foundation on which any attempt to justify this act of 
oppression could legally be built. 

Among other charges insidiously brought against them, it was alleged 
that they had been in the habit of holding meetings and ndsmg money, 
ostensibly for the support of a benevolent institution formed for cha- 
ritable purposes, but really for dangerous poUtical objects. This charge, 
however, was wholly unsupported by evidence of any kind ; and 3ie 
proceedings of the benevolent society alluded to^ having been carefully 
examined, furnish a complete refutation of the unsupported charge. 

It was also alleged, that the free People of Colour, in their endea-- 
voiurs to gain, by legal means^ an extension of their civil and pditicai 
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privileges, had placed tkeir coi^eAte in Leoesna, who was accused of 
being one of their leaders ; and yet these yery People of Colour hav^ 
since been characterized, by the Assetoibly of Jamaica, as most zealously 
attached to ^ peace, security, and hapoiness of the Colony, and as 
having entitled themselves by their cteiduct to the most unqualified 
commendation. 

It was also said, that these parties kept up a correspondence with 
individuals in Hayti, for certain tieasonsble purposes ; but neither of 
this charge, nor of any other preferred a^nst them, has any satisfae-* 
tory proof, not even the slightest, been adduced. A single witness, a 
Slsre, of the name of Corberand, did indeed venture to state, that 
Lecesne had sold arms to the insurgents of St. George's ; but the result 
of further proceedings and inquiries tends to prove that Corberand was 
a suborned and perjured witness. And not only does it appear certain 
that his testimony against Lecesne was altogether false, but it has even 
become a matter of grave doubt, whether the St, George's insurrection, 
as it is called, (on account of which, on the testimony of this same 
Coirberandy eight or nine Slaves were condemned to die,) ever had any 
existence, except in the fears of the Colonists and the perjuries of the 
witQ^ess^, 

In short, no eyid/snce whatever has been produced to substantiate the 
slightest charge of criminality against these oppressed and persecuted 
ipdividwds, or to afford the slightest grqund for the allegation of alien- 
age, on which the whole of these extraordinary proceedmgs have been 
attempted to be justified. If there was any such evid^ce in existence, it 
ought to have been included in the returns to Parliament; because the 
whole evidence was moved for, and the whole, in justice to the Duke of 
Manchester, no^less than to the sufferers, ought to have been supplied. 

Theie are other transactions connected wiUx this case which greatly 
aggravate its enormity ; and among these, the attempts to suborn false 
evidence against Lecesne are not the least revolting. To two of his 
Slaves large sums of money were offered, to induce them to give evi- 
dence against their master ; and they were threatened, in case of re- 
fusal, with severe punishment, — a threat indeed^ which was carried into 
execution* 

One of them was committed to prison, where he lay for seven months, 
confined during almost the whole of that time in a condemned cell, 
which he was not suffered to quit even for the purpose of taking a walk 
in the adjtMning area. The other was kept in confinement for more 
than ten months. Both were at length discharged by proclamation, no 
charge whatever having been preferred against them to justifv the leneth 
and the rigour of their confinement ; their only crime, in fact, havmg 
been, that they equ^ly resisted the bribes and threats of those who felt 
that it was necessary to the justification of their own nefarious conduct, 
to obtain some evidence which might go to inculpate Lecesne and 
Escoffery. One of these Slaves is now in England, and his testimony, 
ccMToborated as it is by that of other witnesses, seems to stamp the 
whole of this dark transaction with a character of more than ordinary 
malignity. 
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The Older for the deportation of thes^ men was ^xecutpd with aa 
kfiuch harshness as it was in itself unjust and inhuman, llieir suffer- 
ings on reaching St. Domingo were most severe. They were compelled 
by their state of destitution to sell their watdies and other trinkets ; 
and were only enabled to subsist and to proceed to England by the 
generous assistance of a few British merchants resident at Jacmel and 
Port-au-Prince ; in particular, Mr. Frith, an English gentleman, re- 
siding at the former place, and Messrs. Poole and Henderson, at the 
latter. 



FORMATION OF LADIES' ANTI-SLAVERY ASSOCIATIONS. 



A Ladies' Akti-Slavery Association was formed at Col- 
chester, at a Meeting held for that purpose, on the 1st of July, 1825, 
when the following, amongst other Resolutions were passed : — 

** That every Member of this Association be earnestly recom- 
mended to adopt the use of Sugar, the produce ot free labour, in 
lieu of that which is cultivated at the expense of the happiness, 
liberty, and lives of their helpless and much injured fellow-subjects. 

" That every Member of this Association do strive to promote the 
formation of Associations in the Eastern District of this County, in 
aid of the Anti-Slavery Society. 

" That the Members of this Association be requested to endeavour 
to awaken in the minds of their families, and all those over whom 
they have influence, a lively sense of the injustice, inhumanity, and 
impiety of Negro Slavery ; and to excite them to feelings of com- 
passion for their Neg^o fellow-creatures, and to zealous efforts for 
their relief.*^ 



At a Meeting of Ladies held at Calne, Wiltshire, on the 11th of 
August last, a Ladies' Association was also formed for Calxe and 
Melksham, and their respective neighbourhoods, in aid of the cause 
of Negro Emancipation, which already presents a considerable list of 
subscribers. 



Shortly will be published, Extracts from one of the " RoyalJamaica 
Gazettes," for the present year. 

The " Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter** will be ready for 
delivery on the last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at 
the request of any Anti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings 
per hundred. All persons wishing to receive a regular supply are re- 
quested to make application to the Secretary, at the Society's office^ 
No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by which they may 
be most conveniently sent 



London: Primed h Knight and BrngHoft 14, BartMomw CIosm* 
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London, 18, Aldermanbury, October 31, 1825. 

No. 5. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The "Amti-Slavery Monthly Rbportbr" will be ready for delivery on 
the last day of every month. Copies* Will be forwarded, at the reqnest of any 
Apti-Slavery Society, at the rate of four shilUni^s per hundred. All perMns 
wishing to receive a regular supply are requested to make application to the 
Secretary, at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermaubury, and mention tlie con- 
veyance by which they may be most conveniently sent. 

BERBICE — Fiscal' s Returns y printed by order of the 
House of Commons, tiSrd June, 1825. 



TETB Fiscal^ Mr. Bennet, in transmitting these returns^ observes, that 
until the year 1819> he had kept no minutes of the complaints of slaves ; 
but that from that fime he had taken minutes of his examinations^ but 
only in a few cases of his decisions. Since the present application was 
made for copies of the complaints^ he has been more ptulicular in re- 
.ceiving them^ and he has added the decisions. The account embraces 
a period from February 1819 to November 1823. . 

Under all these disadvantages, the materials before us are, never- 
thdess^ very valuable. They admit us into the interior, the very pene- 
tralia of the slave system^ which they exhibif in all its height and length 
and breadth and depth of deformity. It is out of our power, however, 
to do more than select a few examples from. the mass. 
. The first complaint on the list, we are sorry to say, is against a lady, 
Mrs. Sanders. Nine Negro mep, on the 1st of February, 1819, com- 
plain of a great want both of food and clothing. One man produces 
a hcit and shackles, with which the Negro women were often confined, 
the ancles and wrists crossways, by which they are bent double ; and 
says he was twice confined in that way himself. He and three others 
went on one. occasion to complain of hunger. Mrs. Sanders ordered 
them to be tied down and flogged with two drivers. It was on a Sun- 
day : supposes he had sixty. They are made to reap cassava, and get 
firewood every Sunday, till the greatest part of the day is spent. Th« 
women and children have no allowance ; and the men are obliged to 
share their allowance, which is also a very scanty one, with them. These 
charges are denied by the lady. They are in part admitted, but in part 
denied, by her overseer. The Fiscal's judgment is not given, (pp. 5—8.) 

On the 18th of August, 1820, the same lady again appears before the 
Fiscal. The following is a transcript of his minute of the complaints 
preferred by her slaves : — 

" Negro Sam says, that his mistress is very bad; that tlje work is 
daily increased, so that they are unable to perform their task, given 
them : That the last holidays, when they got three days to dance at 
home, their mistress obliged them to work so hard afterwards as i6 com- 
plete the work4ost in the dancing days : -That his wife, named Adjuba, 
was locked up lately in his mistress's house for six days, her allowance 
being only one plaintain daily, (complainant exhibiting some of their 
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planiaiiis ;) and that the very pot in whicli she got water to drink, was 
to serve her, by her mistress's order, as a necessaire : That his young 
master is very good, but his mistress is of too cruel a nature : that their 
allowance is very little, and that they get no clothing at all scarcely : 
Finally, begs that he may be sold elsewhere, as he is not able to bear 
it any longer there. 

** Negro Louis says, Mr. Hyneman bought him when very young, and 
sold him to Mr. Sanders ; that from both of these masters he never 
was ill-treated ; but since the death of Mr. Sanders, his mistress treats 
them with cruel barbarity sometimes ; that every Negro is obliged to' 
bring home twelve bunches of shingles, although other Negroes bring 
but six weekly. IThat their mistress keeps them the whole Sunday 
employed with all sorts of trifling works : that they get only three cas- 
sava cakes a week, with a little bit of salt fish : Finally, that they get 
hardly any clothes ; — wishes therefore rather to be sold than remai(i 
with sQch a cruel mistress ; as certainly all of the Negroes one day or 
other, after so much sufiering, will run away in the bush. 

/^ Negro David says, that he is cow-minder to his mistress ; that 
lately one of the cows got sick, for which his mistress ordered the 
driver to tie him up as fast as he could, which caused dislocation at the 
time, and under which he is still suffering, (complainant looking rather 
sickly, and having the marks of his flo^ng still visible on his poste- 
riors ;) that he there received 150 lashes from Andries by his mistress's 
erder, who afterwards locked him up in the stocks in such a way that 
both feet and hands were fastened ; that his mistress savs, because he 
is cow-4ninder she gives him no Sundays, neither any allowance what- 
ever. Requests to be sold." 

Mrs. Sanders appears before the Fiscal upon two other occasions^ (e 
answer to similar complaints. On the last, 8th September, 1823^ the 
following is the Fiscal's minute of the case : — 

• Complaint of the Negro David, belonging to Mrs. Sanders : — Tliat 
he is too much punished with the whip and tamarind rods ; that he is 
employed to work in the kitchen, garden, and also as cook ; that he i^ 
swollen ; the soles of his feet flogged with tamarind rods ; that his mis- 
tress says^ he is lazy, which is the cause of his being flogged ; he was 
flogged with the whip lately ; he has ' a beating at his heart, the cause 
of his illness; his posteriors shew that he has been lately punished, not 
to any excess, but the punishment much neglected ; soles of his fejBt 
examined, shew no marks of punishment ; the NegrO appears to be in 
a diropsy, and as such is treated by the doctor who has charge of the 
barFacks." 

The son of this lady undertakes to delend his mother. He says^ 
** that the Negro is a very bad character ;" — that 

" Little or no work is done by him, for on the least harsh word he 
runs away ; he is a constant run-away- My mother will not allow him 
to be flogged, because A« bears the marks of former punishment so 
very evidently; he did receive a slight punishment for running away j 
this punishment was inflicted by two small boys with tamarind rods^ 
and it was to endeavour to shame him. My brother brought him to 
town five days ago to cook, and why he has run away I do not knotr;. 
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he was flogged b^ smid boy sunder his feet, with tamarind rods, 
on account ofms BACK BBIMC CUT UP." 

_, ^* nth March, 1819. 

« Plantation Gblperland i—Nette^, JmUa^Lea, tcoAMietJe, eacb 
witibt an infant in arms, complain that no time is aUmred them to narse 
their children ; that during the crop an equal quantity of coffee is ex-^ 
peeled and required of them as from other women having no cUkhren, 
or of the iiien; that a similar, task is given in weeding grass wkh 
the rest of the gang, which they are not able to perfor^, in consequence 
of carrying their children on their backs ; if they fail, thej^ are beaten in* 
the manager's presence with the handle of the whip by the driver Espe- 
rance. Nettelje apd also Mietje were flogged the day before yesterdity 
by the carpenter tia fleor ; they, with others, were weeding the dam ; 
they had made a fire to drive away the sand-flies; they were seen by Mr. 
Toel, the manager, suckling their infants ; he inquired if they had no 
Work to do : they replied, they had just taken their children up, who 

down and,flogged ; their coats were stained 
>k the fire up, and threw it in the trench, 
stocks because she did not keep with the 
^ened to be flogged next morning : she is a 
lild. Lea complains that she is not allowed 
ler work ; she was threatened to be flogged 
ime time with Julia.'' (p. 13.) 
jourmester, says her master gave her to his 
constantly abusing and ill-treating her; she 
ng her, and beating her with any thing, that 
^ith the fire-stick, sometimes with a piece of 
ihe was seat by Grace to look for wood ; 
a piece of crab-wood she had brought, and 
i her. Her master was not at home : she 
ess and a gentleman, Mr. H^irvey. After 
d ; I had just recovered from a fit of sick- 
ness, having had a blister on my belly, which was not yet healed ; I 
felt faint, and was under the necessity of sitting down to recover myself. 
When t came home with the wood it was about ll o'clock ; as soon as 
I returned^ she began to beat and kick me, saying she hated to see me ; 
a boy belonging to Mr. De George, named Alexander, saw when she 
beat me, and a girl named Sophia, belonging to Sue Austerhem.'^ (p. 14.) 
'^ Cbiimtaint of tde woman Minkie, belon^ng to Thomas C. /ones: — 
Says, Sir. Jones took her out of the barracks on Tuesday ; after I got 
homo lie sent nie to Mr. Henery ; he would not buy me. He sent me 
to ai^other gentleman. I do not know his name, but he lives in town ;. 
they both said my master asked too much money for me, and sent me 
back. X begged for a pass to look for an owner ; he said no, he would 

put iKje dowji and cut my^ , and would give me more tlian the law 

gives, l was then laid down, and tied to three stakes, and Chance 
flogged me with a cart-whip ; I got a severe flogging ; I saw Mr. Lay- 
field at bis door witli another gentleman,-and Mr. Kerschner, the baker, 
saw it from liis window. Mr. Jones bought me from Mr. Logie, of 
Pemerara. 1 have marks of severe punishment visible on me^ old and 
recent floggings, all inflioted by Jones. 
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** Exhibits her p(>steriors> which are covered with a pkistjef, by order 
of the dbctrtr, and apparently lacerated to that degree, that the court 
judged it expedient to direct her not to uncover if (p. 14.) 

s Mr. Jones, said he Aaef flogged her, and broke her mouth for her in- 
solence. He had thirty-nine laid on her, and they were well inflicted. 
When he sent for her, he had no intention of floggihg her ; but after 
sending her to three persons for sale, and not succeeding, he told her, 
she. bad often deserved a flogging; he then directed her to be flogged, 
and that they should be well laid on, which was done. 

August 23, 1822i 

' "Felix belonging to Plantation Scotland, states, 

« That he has had a Black woman upon the estate for his wife now two 
years; arid the reason of his. coming to complain is, that the manager 
of the estate takes her from him, although he has a wife of his own. 
He is always taking the I^egroes' wives, particularly his wife (Felix's ;) 
for shfe has had a child for him ; and since the child has been born, 
the manager is always punishing him and his wife without a cause. 
Some time ago ten of the gsing catoe to complain to their master (Dr. 
Broer,) to report to him that the manager had connection with their 
wives: their master promised to them that he would remove the ma- 
nager from the estate, and place another one there. Upon this promise 
the Negroes returned to the estate j* but since that they have neVer heard 
of another manager. Felix and his wife are daily punished, which has 
compelled him to come to your Honour for redress. He calls upon the 
whole gang of the estate to prove his assertions to be correct. 

« On hearing this complaint, the Acting Fiscal proceeded to the estate, 
accompanied by Dr. Broer, the owner ; and on questioning the manager 
and Negroes, in presence of each other, on the subject-matter of the 
complaint, it appeared that Felix had neglected his work, and was told 
be would be punished if he did not finish his task the next day, which 
he did n6t do ; and therefore supposing the manager would punish him 
he went to the Fiscal to complain. This being proved, Felix was 
punished for his misconduct, and the manager severely repri- 
manded for taking improper ^ liberties with the women on the 
estate, whith it was evident he had done ; and Dr. Broer was there- 
fore strongly recommended to discharge him from his employ." (p. 75.) 

That F6ft> should be the person punished for misconduct, will ap- 
p'ear very extraordinary to all who have not imbibed their notions of 
justice ki stave colonies : and it is the more surprising that the fiscal 
shouM pursue; this course in the present instance, as some time before 
te had addressed a letter to Governor Beard, then president of the 
court of justice (p. 15,) if! which he charges these^ery persons, Broer and 
his manager, spetiifically ; first, with greatly overworking the Negroes ; 
secondly, with severe flogging repeated on successive evenings, and 
with illegal instruments of punishment; thiriHy, with making them 
work on Sunday; and fourthly, with considerably underfeeding them. 
The case was so gross that, notwithstanding an attempt on the part of 
the owner and manaeer to deny the charges, the fiscal ordered them to 
diminish the tasks of the Negroes, and to increase their food; forbad 
their being Worked on Sunday; threatened ^^ owner with prosecution ; 
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and told the Negroe^^ if their wrongs were not redressed, they should 
complain again. 

Jane S6, 1819. 

Brutus, a watchman, belonging to plantation Providence, com- 
plained that " the manager wanted my daughter Peggy. I said, ' No :' 
He followed her. I said, *No.' He asked her three times, I said, 
'No.' Manager asked me again Friday night I refused. Saturday 
morning he flogged me. This thing hurt me, and I came to complain." 

"Peggy being sick, Aqueshaba her sister attended :— Says, that 
manager sent aunty Grace to caU Peggy, and to say, if she would not 
come J must. We said, daddy said must not ^o ; I was too young. Grace 
4eft us and went to daddy ; shortly afterwards she returned and tried ti» 
coax me to go, but I would not, as my daddy had forbid it. Grace 
went and told manager; manager sent to call Fanny; Fanny went. 
The manager was up in his room ; and all of us, the Creoles, got orders 
to be watchmen at manager's door. I was watchman, Peggy, Frankey, 
and many more." (p. 30.) 

The manager of this estate on another occasion (p. 80.) laid a Negro 
on the ground with two drivers over him, who gave him 100 lashes. 
His innocence being afterwards proved, he went to the manager for 
redress. The manager told him, ** if you do not hold your tongue, I 
will put you in the stocks." He then went to his owner, Mr. Henery, 
who answered, << I cannot help it, it is not my fault, the punishment 
you had was the manager's fault." - As he could get no redress from 
master or manager, he came to the fiscal. The manager endear 
voured to justify himself, admitting that he had given him thirty-nine 
lashes, (the number allowed by law for any or for no offence,) and conr 
fined him in the stocks every night for a week. The fiscal reprimanded - 
the manager for punishing a Negro oh such slight grounds. 

A number of Negroes oelongmg to Mr. Elwes complain (p. 17.) of 
the harsh treatment they received from him, and the slave Fanny, his 
concubine. They are half starved, forced to work till. four o'clock on 
Sundays, ai^ also on holidays. The children get no allowance of food 
or clothing, (even girls of eleven and twelve going naked,) and are 
marked with the bush rope with which Fanny flogs them. One boy 
eight or ten years of age, complains that she beats him, pulls him by 
the nose in a cruel manner, and pinches his ears most inhumanly. He 
gets no regular allowance, but lives on what he 'can get. His'master 
makes him mind the horse, clean his shoes, burn the coflee, &c. &c. ; 
never gives him any clothes, and when sick, after taking salts, makes 
him stUl perform his task. ''This complainant proves by many old 
marks on his back and posteriors, that his statement is not at all incor- 
rect, and that he has often been severely dealt with." (p. 17.) 

A Sambo girl, Betsey, belonging to Mr. I. F. ObermuUer, says, she 
was washing a frock given her by her mother, when her mistress took, 
it from her. She told her mistress it was hard to take her frock from 
her, as she never gave her any clothes herself. Her tnistress com-, 
plained to her master that she was insolent. Her master flew into a pas- 
sion, and kicked her on the belly, so that she could scarcely draw her 
breath. The next day her mistress tbre her jacket off*. She again 
alluded to the hardship it was to have her clothes taken from her, but 
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none given her. Mistrf&s/? again co^plaiaed of ifu^oience, iRiid master 
flogged her with a rope, and made her brother Jacob flog her. For 
the least trifle, she and her sister are locked up in the stocks, some- 
times for three weeks> and fed only with two plantaifHS a day. Her 
lister was locked up for a fortnight bjr her mistress^ s^ing, she bad 
made the bed improperly^ thereby causmg the child to f«U. Her «isier 
^lenied it. (p. lo.) 

Four Negroes belonging to Co{ttoa-tree Plantation^ the property of 
the Hon. W. Katz, complain of not being allowed time for breaHfftst ; 
that they have to go to the field before cock-crow, and work in it till 
gun fire^ and then have to cut grass. Thiey ^re ppnfined in the stocks 
and not allowed to go out, even for tl^e calls pf nature, They com- 
plained to Mr. I^atz, and he flogged them. The charges are denied bjr 
the manager and overseer; fbe persons, in fact, who ftre accused; and 
^n their denial, the Fiscal finds the complaint unfound^d9 and orders 
three of the complaintants to be punished with sevanty-rfive laches, and 
one with fifty, in his own presence, in the market jilac^^ (p. 19.) 

There are complaints also asainst Mr. Katz, from hi? e.state of Phi- 
ladelphia, jim^^errffl^m (p. 46.) says, the overseer "Davies is extremely 
hard against him, beating him on every trifling occasion. 

« Gave him last Monday twenty-five rods of a dam, and as he was 
no tableto complete this, Davies flogged him very much; after flogging 
lie told him that he would go to complain^ which brought Davies to 
such a passion that he sent all the Negroes after him to catch him, but 
he escaped, and came to town to complain. Says they get enough to 
eat, but ,no time, on account of Davies's heavy tasks, to prepare the 
liarae. Oomplainant, on showing his posteriors, proves to have had of 
late a severe flogging.*' (p. 46.) 

Murphy came to the Fiscal to complain, instead of going to Mn 
Katz ; because three Negroes had gone to complain to 1\ir. Katz, and 
without sending for the manager, they were flogged and sent back, and 
the next day one of them was flogged again by the manager, (p. 68.) 

May, ^ 1819. 

Seven Negroes belonging to plantation Rose Hall, state as follows :«^ 
^ That they aU were engaged by the manager to gin cotton for him-^ 
self on their Sundays, for which he promised each three guilders a day $ 
when after working three Sundays, and receiving no payment, tbay 
declined to continue with this work. On demanding the payment^ the 
manager called the driver to ftive them a d— — d good payment. 

« That they are obliged to bring ev«-y evening, after their work, aa 
uncommonly lar^e sized btmdle of grass (the measure whereof the de- 
ponent deposits herewith,) and that when the measure is not full, they 
are obliged to search for more grass in the dark. 

« That in teUing his master the hardness of the service, he flew into 
^uch a passion that he broke one of his (complainant's) teeth. That in 
coming into the 'Negro houses at night after their work, and inquiring 
after meir things, the manager, when hearing this> t^kes ^<^ up di- 
rectTy and lodges them in tne stocks ; adding further> that ^l cas^ they 
ore not satisfied with hini> they may go and complain wl^ro tbay 
please.** (p. 80.) 
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Mr. Grade, the misiiiager of I'Esperance, is charged by the 
slaves with various delinquencies. A pregnant woman, named Ross, 
was employed picking coffee with some other women. Thinking they 
did not pick enough, or well, Mr. Grade ordered the driver Zondag to 
flog them. The driver did so. Rosa had previously objected to work- 
ing, as being too big, and being unable to stoop ; but the manager over- 
ruled the objection, and she went to pick coffee on her knees. When 
Zondag came to her, he said to the manager. This woman is big with 
child. The manager replied, ** Give it to her till the blood flies out.'' 
She was flogged with the whip doubled. This was on a Friday. She 
was sent to the field on Saturday, but, being seized with pains in her 
loins^ was sent to the hospital. The doctor examined her, and ordered 
her to the field again. On Sunday she was delivered of a dead child, 
after a severe labour. The child's arm was broken, and one eve was 
bruised and sunk in the head. This woman had had seven children 
before by one husband. The driver, Zondag, and several others, con- 
firmed the above statement. The driver being particularly asked, whe- 
ther on his representing that Rosa was pregnant, the manager had used 
the expression, ** Never mind^ flog her tiff the blood comes," replied, 
«Ye^.« (pp. 25-27.) 

A Negro woman, named Laura, belonging to plantation Reliance, 
with a very young child at the breast, complains that she is not al- 
lowed to take her child to the field to give it the breast now and then, 
but is obliged to leave it with an old woman at home. When she 
steals from her work to the child, and is discovered, the manager flogs 
her. She brought this child into the world with great pain ; it is of a 
weakly constitution, and requires a mother's care, which she is not 
allowed to bestow. The manager does not deny any of the above facts, 
only says, that the women with young children are not required 
to come out till half-past six in the morning, and they quit the 
field at half-past ten, return to the field at half-past one, and 
leave it at half-past five. 

The complaints are more frequent from Sandvoot, formerly one of 
the crown estates, than from any other plantation. " Caroiuss^ys, he 
is sick and swelling, and that he cannot work, though willing. When 
he coniplains of sickness, the manager licks him, instead of iielping 
him. Yesterday he was twice licked." (p. 33.) — ^Amsterdam says, 
he is afflicted with pains in his bones ; he does his best, but cannot 
work as others who are healthy. Mr. Cameron lic^s him with a 
horse-whip, curses him, and when he goes to the hospital drives him 
away." (p. 34.)— Mietje (and her child Mars.) " She says she is 
willing to work when healthy. She went yesterday sick to the hos- 
pital. Instead of getting physic, she received a flogging. She is still 
siek, and has come to complain." (p.- SB.)— Lambert had a bad disease, 
mA the manager would give him nothing. He ran away. His master, 
Mr. Cameron, states him to be a bad subject. He is* admitted to 
labour under disease, but is directed by the fiscal to be punished, 
(p. &5. See also pp. 67, 69, 66, 76, 76, 77.) 

The e^mplaifits are also frequ^it from plantation Beerensteen, where 
»6me of the Crown Negroes are placed, against the driver Zealand^ but 
chiefly against the manager, Mr. Deussen. (pp. 24, 26, 34, 36, 40,43.) 
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Samuel complains against his master Spangenburg, that the Ne- 

froes danced during.the Christmas holidays from Sunday evening till 
'uesday night. He proceeds thus :^ 

" On Wednesday they went to work, but as some of the people were 
still inebriated, so the large task given them was not finished ; , the next 
day their task was renewed, with the addition of the remainder of the 
preceding day ; that he, acting as driver, told his master it was impossi- 
ble to finish the same; he (Samuel) himself being accustomed tothe field 
work, could not accomplish it, much less the women ; but his master, 
who knows very little of Negro work and treatment, insisted on the 
performance of the task given; consequently the task was not finished, 
and principally the women were short in this; the next day they (him- 
self as a driver included) were ajl flogged ; the number of people work- 
ing in the field consists of four men and three women, and they are so 
overwrought by their cruel master that they are scarcely able to keep 
it out, which is the cause of their coming to complain, his master say« 
ing that he has no fear of fiscal or any one else, but that he will, flog 
them when he finds it proper. The Negroes at present in town with 
their master, if called, would attest this. They get nothing but a 
small piece of pork, a little fish, two pipes, and some tobacco : nothing 
else ; no clothes or any thing more; they get also a week only a small 
bunch o.f plantains, and are generally very indifierently treated by their 
master. Wishes as his master is a person who is alwayii flogging 
them, and who knows nothing of the work, that he, with his wife and 
brother, might be sold, being assured that they would be able to please 
a reasonable master, who understands the working and treatment of 
slaves." (p. 37.) 

^jiamzno complains of his master, F. Brittlebank's general ill 
treatment. 

" Says, that some time ago many of them came to the ferry with the 
intention of going to town to complain, but were prevented by the fer-. 
rymen from crossing the Canje Creek; that the fiscal then came to the 
ferry and ordered three of them to be flogged, amongst which the com- 
plainant was one ; that after flogging, the fiscal desired his master to 
dress his wounds well; but that, on the contrary, his master did nor- 
thing to them when he came home, but rubbed his back with brine 
and salt ; that in consequence he has suffered very much by this neg- 
lect" <p. 37.) 

Scipio complains against the same master, Brittlebank, of being 
overwrought and severely treated. 

^Came some time ago to complain, but was taken up at. Jeflery's 
estate and confined there in the stocks for fourteen days : when he went 
home he got very severely flogged ; he was taken to the water side and 
there flogged for fear of the whip being heard ; his private parts, which 
he exhibits, are so severely wounded by the whip he can scarcely sit or 
fltaiid. The Negro appears much emaciated." (p. 57.) 

Martin complains against Mr. Davies, manager of Sandvoort^ — 
^ That on Saturday he was almost unable, through pain in his neck, 
to finish Ms work, but nevertheless completed it ; t£at last Monday he 
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went in tbe morning early to complain to Mr. Davies to give him phy- 
sic ; that Mr. D. instead of assisting hiin, ordered BiUy of Sandvoort 
the driver, with four other Negroes, to lay him down ; that although he 
told Mr. D. he was never unwilling to work when well, he was, not- 
withstanding, flogged." (p. 39.) 

Philip and Leander complain of Mr. Luyken, the manager of Ber- 
tingdigheid, killing all their hogs. Leander had ten killed at one time. 
For complaining they were put in the stocks, (p. 46.) 

Jenny complains of her mistress, Elizabeth Atkinson, that she beats 
her unmercifully , kicked and trampled on her belly , locked her in 
the stocks, and beat her on the back. In half an hour she miscar^ 
ried. Her bhild Philip is extremely ill treated, and is never allowed to come 
, near her. The child is exhibited: marks of severe flogging over 
the whole body. Says she receives a good allowance." (pp. 46, 46.) 

Three Negroes come to complain of Mr. Calmer, of plantation Niew 
Stoop. One of them says, 

« That it is now the third time he has come tcr complain : that twice 
he has been flogged by the fiscal at the market ; that he told the fiscal 
the last time he went, that in case his master troubled him again he 
would then come to complain also ; that Mr. Calmer, the last time he 
brought him home, flogged and kept him in the stocks during three 
weeks ; after which, on applying to his master for relief, instead of 
gaining it, was severely flogged the next morning, and locked up in the 
stocks again; after having been there a long time, he was severely 
attacked by the scurvy, and although he begged hard to be allowed to 
go out and wash himself, was refused : he grew so ill, that his master 
was afraid of losing him, and therefore released him ; he recovered, 
although very visible marks remain on his back : whilst in the stocks, 
his master gave him nothing to eat ; whatever he got was by favour of 
the Negroes ; he was not allowed to go out and ease himself, but lived 
in such a manner that it was in^ossible for any person to come near 
him ; his master bought a chain and block at plantation Zudwyk merely 
for him.'' (pp. 46, 47.) 

(General Murray, the late governor of Demerara, well known by the 
share he had in the prosecution of Smith, the Missionary, has two es^ 
tates in Berbice, Resolution and Busses Lust. On the 23d October, 
1821, the manager of the former estate, Hopkins, was reproved by tbe 
fiscal for having given three successive floggings to a Negro named 
Mark, who states, — 

'^ He has been flogged severely by the manager, on account of com- 
plaining he was sick, three different times ; once 12, another time 39, 
and again 26 lashes have been inflicted ; shows marks of severe flog- 
ging, and much neglected;'* (p. 49.) 

On the 29th of November there is another complaint from the same 
estate. Michael says he is a Negro, and knows well he must work ; but 
that they work from morning till late in the evening picking coffee, 
" and when he comes home, between six and seven in the evening, 
instead of going home to get some victuals, he is ordered to work tUl 
twelve at night, bringing mud from one place to another. Also on 
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Sundays tb«y are ordered to work^ and if they should refuse they would 
be flogged. Philip makes a similar complaint. — Thomas 

^ Says he is an old man, and the work that the manager gives him 
to do is impossible for him to complete^ from the weakness of his body 
and state ; for which he is always punished^ and kept continually in the 
stocks." (p. 50.) 

The result of the complaints made to the fiscal is seldom given. In 
this instance it is given in very laconic terms, and will doubtless sur- 
prise our readers : " Two directed to receive SEVENTY- FIVE lashes."^ 

Again, on the 17th November, 1823, at the vefy time when Smith's 
trial was proceeding, we have a complaint from ten women belonging 
to the same plantation. 

^ The governor, our master, when he purchased us, gave us a task, 
one (lundred trees to be weeded and cleansed ; with this we were satis- 
fied : the manager, however, says this is no work, we shall not have 
task-work ; he gives each Negro, a row of three trees ; if we do not 
finish the work given us, we are made to do it on Sunday : Ziemene, 
Maria, and others wrought in the field on Sunday ; the manager had 
the driver locked up in the stocks. " (p. 66.) 

" We are content and happy when our master comes, who talks and 
laughs with us ; but as soon as he goes off the estate we are unhappy." 

" We have no time to eat, none to cook ; we have no eleven o'clock ; 
we are not wrought by task. Our master gave us spoons ; the mana- 
ger is disse^tisfied with this; he says, the governor is too good, he minds 
us as if we were children ; he says he cannot flog us, because that can 
be seen, but he will punish us with work. If any of the women be 
pregnant, no attention is paid to them ; they are wrought as hard as 
the others ; for that reason there are no children ; manager says he 
does not come to mitid children. The rows given us have each 
sixty trees ; the bell is rung, but we cannot leave the field, because if 
the work given us be not finished, we are punished ; the punishment is, 
we are to finish our work on Sunday. We all have wrought on Sun- 
day; not one Sunday, but every one that any field work is left 
undone." (p. 66.) 

On the 4th of September, 1823, a number of women, belonging t<^ 
plantation Prospect, came to complain of bad treatment. The mana- 
ger, Paterson, overworks them and gives them no time to eat. " We 
are now planting and supplying canes. The ground is so dry we are 
obliged to throw water on the beds before we can ofapp the earth." 
The work they had done the day before was reported to the manager at 
noon by the driver. The manager was unable to go himself from in- 
disposition ; but he ordered the driver^ when they returned to the field 
at one o'clock, to go out and flog each of the strong women. The 
women expostulated with him, shewing him the extreme hardness of 
the ground, which they had to moisten before they could dig it; ob- 
servirtff, that if the cstne plant were not well piit in, the manager would 
again order ttem to be punished for that. The overseeir, coming up 
at the time, repeated the manager's order, and six of them were laid 
down, and punished with twelve lashes each. They proceed : " We 
are too much punished ; we have np time to get our victuals ; we have 



Digitized by 



Google 



43 

evtjry uight got work, vrhtiher the mill is going or not. Sunday night 
ev«n is not excepted, when we must brin^ firewood from the canal 
mouth. Tuesday ni^t we had to carry com from the great house to 
the horse stable-loft. We were employed at this work till near morning. 
fWe carry home wood on Sunday night as well as any other, and the 
boatmen are employed in bringing wood (m Sunday as on any other 
day. K any of us go out on Sunday we must be back in time to bring 
home grass and firewood for the kitchen. After that we must still go 
to the canal for firewood for the engine. 

** Mr. Ross sends two bunches of plaintains for each Negro every 
week : one week the men get two bunches, and tlie women one ; next 
week we get two, and the men one ; the rest are kept for sheep and 
hogs. Mr. Ross sends tobacco ; we get none of that ; we get no mo- 
lasses, although it is given to the horses, sheep, and hogs. If you 
are sick, or have a sore, and put in the sick-house, only one bunch of 
plantains is allowed, and the dlowance of fish is stopped. Mr. Ross 
sends every thing to the estate very well, but we do not get it. The 
overseer's treatment is worse than the manager's ; since Caajee is come 
home, she is confined both legs in the stocks every night. Only four 
of us are allowed to take the magass from the engine ; in M'Cermot's 
time there were five of us to do this work. Our rum has been stopped 
for the week. Last night we received orders from the driver that we 
were not to comp home to-day unless we finished our work ; we must 
boil plantains then for to-day ; the ground is so hard we knew we could 
not do it, and therefore we came to complain," (p. 60.) 

It appeared on farther inquiry, that they were well supplied with 
either plantains, or rice, or com; but no other part of the charges 
tneets with a denial. The conclusion of the whole is thus given, and it 
wiU illustrate the nature of the protection which Negroes receive under 
harsh usage. Mr. Ross, the attorney^ who was present, 

^Expressed to the manager his entire dissatisfaction of the women 
having been flogged prematurely, and at the Negroes being employed 
on Sunday night; and promised the Negroes they should have redress 
in as far as their complaints were grounded, but expressed his disap- 
probation of their not having sought redress from him as the attorney 
of the estate, instead of seeking it from the fiscal ; and this conduct 
having been also pointed out by the fiscal, as a want of proper respect 
to their master, who from their own account plentifully supplied their 
wants, they seemed to regret the measure they had adopted." (p. 69.) 

Whether this be the same Mr. Ross who is proprietor of Calcaim 
plantation, we know not; but the Negroes of that plantation dso make 
bitter complaints against their manager. 

^ When the sun is down, if our row is not finished we get flogged. 
I received thirty lashes, so did Joe. We are taken to the stocks at 
night, and flogged next morning. We told the manager the work was 
too much, that we bad no time to get our victuals, and begged him to 
lessen the task ; this was the reason we were flogged. There are plenty 
of plantains on the estate ; the manager, however, only gives us one 
buneh^ and that is on the Sunday morning. We are very well sup- 
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ptt^ with tish. We are obliged to boil our (plantains at night, and 
put them in a calabash to take to the field next morning; we are 
obliged io eat them by stealthy we are driven so hard ; and before we 
can eat them they turn sour. When we come from the field, after this 
heavy day's work, we must work in the yard : the pant bring$ wood to 
the canal, and we must carry it up to tlie engine ; other times we must 
haul up bullet-tree to the sawpit. When we are grinding we know 
very well we must sit up late ; and of this we do not complain, know- 
ing it must be done. We have complained to our master, and he says 
that the managV, he supposes, troubles us because we don't mind our 
work ; we had no redress from him." (p. 57.) 

These heavy complaints are referred by the fiscal, on account of the 
distance of the plantation, to Capt. Grant, a burgher officer. His letter 
of instructions on the occasion will throw no small light on the prin- 
ciples on which justice is administered to complaining slaves. After 
stating the heads of complaint, he observes — 

^ It must be needless for me to request the most impartial investi- 
gation; and although I am perfectly satisfigd that Mr. Ross would 
not permit his slaves to be oppresed by the manager^ yet some of 
the charges of complaints may require redress ; and in such case I 
certainly shall recommend Mr. Ross to afford instant relief. J am als0 
well aware and fully confident that such recommendation would 
be needless if the complainants had not lost sight of a duty incumbent 
on them, to have sought redress in the first instance from Mr. Ross, 
their proprietor, which they had ample opportunities of doing by his fre- 
quent visits to the estate.* 

« If, however, you find that the complaints are groundless, I request 
you will, by every means, endeavour to convince them of the saine, to 
point out, how very unsatisfactory, unpleasant and expensive such comr 
plaints must be to a proprietor of respectability and a good owner of 
slaves ; and that although the complaints of slaves shall always com- 
mand my ready and serious attention, and that whenever they are 
aggrieved I will exert myself to afford them relief, yet that the duty is 
no less imperious on me to punish such slaves, whose only motives in 
quitting their estates to prefer complaints proceed from idle and wanton 
dispositions, whose statements prove to be groundless and vexatious. 

* I would recommend you to direct the said Negroes to be exem- 
plar ily punished in presence of the gang ; and one of them having 
asserted that was the one that induced them to come to 

town to complain, he ought to receive fifty lashes, and the others 
thirty-nine each, well applied, and cautioned to refrain from 
further wanton behaviour, on pain of more severe punishment. 

** I also recompaend you to request Mr. Austin\ the manager of 4^9, 
to accompany ypu, and afford you his aid and opinion in ascertaining 
the 'work done 6n the estate, and complained of." (p. 68.) 



* The Negroes dUtinctly say tbey bad complained to Mr. Ross, and were refused 
redress. 

t Of this Mr. Austin, who is thus made Captain Graut's assessor, and in whoni the, 
fiscal reposes so much confidence, we have several notices in these papers. 
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The plantation Profit, in Dr. Pincard's time, wan a model of Jmma- 
nity to\f anls the slaves. Times are now changed. The former pos- 
sessor no longer lives^ and the slaves are in the hands of sequestrators. 
The following is a specimen of their grievances : 

" Hutchinson, the manager^ is too cross : that he will not give task- 
work, but. works them by the day to that degree that they have no time 
to get their breakfast ; he comes after 11 o'clock in the field, and say a 
we do not work enough ; the driver must give us twenty-iive lashes 
every day. If we are logged, we go to the burgher officer to complain ; 
he gives us a letter to the manager; but he says, I want no letter, and 
the complainant is laid down and flogged : two of the Negroes have 
letters they received from' the burgh officer, which were given them by 
the manager after being flogged. We have no attorney, or at least we 
hear of none, and we have not seen one for five months; there is no 
fish nor salt on the estate ; we have not had clotHes, this makes the 
third year, nor have we pipes or tobacco; we make plenty of rum, but 
never get a glass of it ; if we feel our skin hurt us, and complain of 
sickness, we are flogged; he then mixes salts, jalap, and calomel toge- 
ther^ which is given to drink. Rose went to say she was sick; she 
was flogged with the whip, and is yet cut. The manager says we are 
making bargain ; we do not know what he means ; he makes us think 

—BobsBySy ''That tilmost three weeks ago, the manaeer Austin met him in the 
morning whilst going to the field, and without giving him the least provocation 
called tlie driver King to lick liim, which had been of such a natare, that he 
had been obliged to lay down some days, and on recovery Uiought proper to re- 
port this proceeding to his Honour the fiscal. Complainant's back has yet the visible 
marks of this treatment.'' (p. 31.) 

Trim says, '"That he knows very well that a Negro is to work^ he does his 
duty, but cannot please the manager, Mr. Austin ; that the driver is continually 
finding fault with and licking him too much; tiiat when complaining about this 
to the manager he gets for answer, ' It is vour master's work j' says, that when Negroes 
are sick and go to Uie manager, instead of giving them physic, he drives them away 
with a horse-whip." (p. 41.) 

Rase says, ^ She lest her husband and child lately ; that the manager treats her 
very ill; that the child whereof she was delivered died on the third day; that 
the manager made her go to work too soon after her delivery; tbftt be locked 
her up at night in the stocks, and made her work in the day ; that she told Mr. 
Kewley, her master, repeatedly of the several ill treatments which she received 
from Mr. Austin; but as Mr. Kewly gives her no assistance, she is obliged.to come and 
complain." (p, 41.) 

Again, Aue. 10, 182S, ''Complaint of the Negro Harry, belonging to J. P. 
Chapman, of Demerara, hired to Mr. Kewly, proprietor of 49, Corantyn 
Coast :~ States, that be is perfectly able to do his work, but not when he is 
sick ; that he went to the manager to say he was sick ; he made the watchman 
take me to the field, where I was floffged by the driver. I had the fever two 
days ; I went to complain ; I was put in the dog-house, where I neither ate nor 
drank ; there is no sick-honse on 49 ; I could not eat nor drink from sickness. 
If a Negro says be is sick, two ^Negroes drive him to the field at ^ve o'clock ; 
at night we are locked np : all the Negroes treated so. Some of the Negroes, 
from the bad treatment of the manager, have run awav. One of Mr« Chapman's 
Negroes was flogged so often, and had so bad a foot, that he was obliged to run 
away in the bush ; if he is dead or alive we do not know ; he was one of the firemen ; 
and walked on his hands and feet ; he told the manager he could not stand 
to do work ; he was laid down and flogged. Manager's name Austin." — 
Harry is ordered twelve lashes by the fiscal, on the statement of the proprietor, 
Mr. Kewley; which however, only goes to rebut a part, and an inferior part, of the 
charges. 
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upon what we don*! wanf. Sancfy shows some stripes upon his poste- 
riors; he received, them in the field from the driver by order of the 
overseer ; be says it is for work, as we make a bargain not to work^ 
Having made our complaint to the burgher officer, who never came to 
the estate, but gave us letters which were not attended to, and not 
knowing that we have any attorney or proprietor, we came to the Fiscal 
to complain. We do not wish to run away in the bush, but we look 
for help. The manager came in the field the other day after dinner ; 
as soon as he came into the field, he laid the driver down and flogged 
him; next Sandy, and then me: I asked what I had done; but 
four Negroes were made to hold me, and I was flogged. I went to Mr. 
Munro to complain; he told me the manager could not have flogged 
me for nothing; I suppose you gave him saucie. He went next morn- 
ing to the manager, who said I had been saucy. I was locked up in 
the stocks day and night; I think I was confined two weeks; manager 
said I should stop there till Christmas, because I went to complain to 
Munro ; I asked leave to go out to ease myself, and made my escape ; 
stocks are now full of people. Hannah has a severe cold, and com-^ 
plains of pain in the stomach ; she says she is locked up in the stocks ; 
the manager sc^s if she dies; he does not lose ^2^ money; the Negroes 
went to complain to the fiscal, and he came on the estate, amd what did 
be do ? Rose said she had a pain in her side, and begged for a blister ; 
the masager said he would give her a blister on her backside; she was 
laid down and flogged, the marks stiti visible." (p. 64.) 

The Negroes m Plantation Foulis ccmiplain of Dr. Monro, ^xm* 
owner> that they are made to woik in the boSing bouse from eleven or 
twelve o'clock at night, till eight or nine the next evening. They com- 
plain dsot)f want of food. The fiscsJ! proceeded to the estate, where 
he says he ascertained that the complaints were in a artut measure 
groundless, but that >09n« irregularities were chargeable on the over- 
seers, who were admonished^ and threatened with dismissal if they were 
not more attentive in future. 

" Two oi the complainants, who, it was proved, were guilty of inso- 
lence and disobedience of orders, were punished in presence; of the 
whole gang, who were jnformed that any real grievance they had to 
complain of would be always attended to, but that they would be 
severely punished whenever their conduct was proved to be refractory 
and disorderly. A copy of the ordinance respecting the clqthing and 
feeding of Negroes was then handed to Mr. Munro, who was informed 
that penalties would be rigidly enforced if the enactments were not 
strictly complied with.* (pp. 6, 7.) 

Sixteen Negroes, of plantation Herstelling, all unite in complaining^ 
that tfie manager 

« Turns the gang out in the moniing a long time before the gun fires 
at the fort, and at day-Kght all the gang are ait tiieir work. At break- 
fast time, when the bell rings, before the Negroes are able to put tfieir 
victuals on thefi re, the bell rings again to turn out; so that most of 
the Negroes go in the field again without breakfast. He states, that 
the manager gives them more work than they are able to do ; and if tht^ 
work is not done in time, the whole gang are flogged. That their ^- 
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lowance only consists of one bunch of plmitains, and a Uttia fish every 
week, and no more. He states, that when all the gang are at work, 
and two or three of them have not finished tlieir task, for tlie sake of 
these two or three people the whole gang are flogged ; this happens 
almost every day in theweek> 

The head driver, being examined, states, 

^ That on Thursday last he had a gang of sixteen men widi him» 
weeding young canes in a field about 5w rods from the buildingfc 
That the whole gang were at their woi^, and had got tlu'ee b^ 
weeded before the sun rose. An overseer, Michael Harrold, came to 
the field at seven o'clock, reckoned the gang, and directed the driver 
to see the work was properly done. About an hour after ^e managar 
came to the field, and ordered the driver to flog the whole gang, with 
the exception of one man, Alexander, as the work was not going on 
properly. ^^ 

'^ On inquiring into the tcuth of this statement, in the presence of the 
attorneys of the estate, it appeared, that although the manager's conduct 
was, in some measure reprehensible, yet the complainants had greatly 
exaggerated their grievances. They were therefore ordered to return 
home, on the attorneys promising to go to the estate the next day to see 
that every real cause of complaint was remedied ; and to warn the 
manager, that if the Negroes had reason to complain again, he would be 
immediately discharged." (p. 72.) 

On the 3kl of March, 1823, nine Negroes, aS women, belonging to 
plantation Port Moffaunt, appeared to cmnpJain of the manager, that 
they are ^ constantly in the fidd from morning before gun-fire until 
late in the evening ; that the work the manager gives is too ranch; 
they are unable to cooqplete it, al&ough tfaey woi^ daring breakfast 
time. 

^ Soaietinies they are obliged to work on ^Sunday to finish th^ task 
given during the week ; and often have no time to eat> from morning 
till night ; if the row is not finished they are put in the stocks, and 
kept in until morning, when they are released ana sent to work ; some^ 
times the whole of me women are flogged for the sake of two or three 
not finishing their task. Last Friday the driver was flogged on account 
of his having allowed the women to come to the house to get break- 
fast, and they were sent all back to their work ; the manager sajring 
to tixem, that they had time to eat at m^ht, and not in the day. On 
Saturday last the manager went to the field, and foimd that they had 
not finished their row, and immediately ordered four women to be 
flogged.^ (pp. 78, 79.) 

" On investigation of this complaint,*' observes the fiscal, who, be it 
remembered, is himself a planter, "it appeared, 

" That although the tasks given to the Negroes of the estate were 
not actually more than they could do in a day, yet that the manager 
was very severe upon them, and too frequently inflicted punishment 
without sufficient cause : he was therefore informed that his con- 
duct would be vigilantly looked after in future ; and if he continued 
the same system, the attorney of the estate would be recommended to 
discharge him from the management.^ (p. 79.) 
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Such was the result of these acknowledged atrocities. 

The following complaint^ from the same estate, was heard on the 
27th March, 1823, and the result will further illustrate the course of 
judicial proceedings in the slave colonies. 

" Ness states. That he is the driver over the women, and the ma- 
nager asked him last Sunday why he did not go to work, and he an- 
swered that he had not been ordered to do so, or he would have gone 
to work, as he did not wish to do any tiling without the manager's 
order. The mans^er then offered to flog him ; but he made his escape, 
and came to your Honour for redress. 

^ The complainant in this instance was" punished by the acting 
fiscal for hainng left the estate and come to town to complain 
without any cause, and when he knew he had been guilty of disobedience 
of orders and neglect of duty ; and the manager was warned of the im- 
propriety and illegality of working the Negroes on Sunday,'" (P'T^) 

The manager is not punished for so flagrant a breach of the law, but 
warned of its impropriety ! The poor Negro is punished ! 

But we have done, not because our materials are exhausted, but be- 
cause we have already swelled this Number of our work to an incon- 
venient size.* Last year Mr. Baring facetiously observed, that " what 
/tnight be called our stock stories" were worn threadbare. He was tired 
to hear of nothing but Huggins and Carty, and Kitty and Thisbe : they 
were repeated in every speech and pamphlet, till they were fairly worn 
out, proving also the absence of any new facts of the same kind. The 
fresh importation, of which we have given a specimen, will prevent, in 
the next session of Parliament, the offence to good taste of which Mr. 
Baring so sensitively complains. His commerce connects him with 
Berbice, the scene of these atrocities ; and yet Mr. Baring, with all his 
assumed knowledge of the subject, was as ignorant of these transactions 
ais the child unborn ; and would have been perfectly incredulous of 
them, had they to come, not from the fiscal of Berbice, himself a planter, 
but from some of those persons whom he unfairly and ungenerously re- 
presents as fabricating such stories in order to curry favour with their 
employers. He complains too of the assiduity with which petitions are 
got up on this subject. And does he suppose that such transactions as 
these, when they come to be known, will not rouse the public to petition ? 
The people of Great Britain cannot remain unitffected by such eirormi- 
ties perpetrated on their helpless fellow-subjects ; nor can they continue 
to tolerate. those fiscal regulations by which they are made to pay, in 
bounties and protecting duties, for the cost of this bloody and mur- 
derous system. 

* We have given only a tithe of the atrocities brotight before the -fiscal of the small 
colony of Berbice, containing about 20,000 slaves ! VVhat a mass of horrors should we 
have had before us, could we have had a similar return from all our colonies, containing 



altogether upwards of 40 times that number ! Only three, however, of these colonies 
have iiscals, or any analogous officers, to record in any manner, however imperfect,, 
such transactions 

Thi&,andall other publications of the Society, may be had at theiv offiee, 18, AUitnnan^ 
hury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and ArcU\ Comhill. They may alsa 
be procured through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti-Slavery Society throug^h^ut 
tite king^dmn, . ^ 

W, Tyler, Printer, 5, Bridgwater Square. 
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In our last number we give a large extract from a pamphlet lately 
published by the Anti-Slavery Society entitled, "The Slave Colonies 
oi? Great Britain; or a Picture of Slavery drawn by the 
Colonists themselves; being an Abstract of the various 
Papers recently laid before Parliament on that sub- 
ject/' This pamphlet is exceedingly valuable, inasmuch as it is what 
it really purports to be ; "A Picture of Slavery, drawn by the Colonists 
themselves." We can now no longer be charged with misrepresentation 
or exaggeration, or with giving distorted views of Slavery from the 
writings of those whose veracity has been questioned only because they 
were friendly to the cause of emancipation. The ** Picture, is drawn by 
the colonists themselves r and upon their own statements we are content 
that the validity of our cause should rest We earnestly recommend 
the perusal of the work to every one ; both to diose who are against us 
as well as to those who are for us, as containing irresistible evidence 
of the enormous evils with which the system of slavery is polluted. The 
following ranarks, with which this pamphlet concludes, bear so fully and 
forciWy upon the subject, that we give them entire. 

" Having now brought the proposed analysis to a conclusion, we beg 
to ofier a few observations upon xu 

" The first impression which its perusal is calculated to produce, is a 
feeling of surprise and horror at the extraordinary state of society which 
itdev^opes, as existing in a considerable portion of his Majesty's domi- 
nions. The laws now presented to the public are not obsolete statutes, 
the relics of some barbarous age, dragged from their obscurity by a 
painful research ; they are laws framed in the year 1624, by men call- 
ing themselves Britons, and who, instead of being sensible that such 
laws outrage every principle of justice and feeUng of humanity, actually 
hold them forth as models of enlightened and beneficent legislation. 
But if the laws Uiemselves be, as Uiey are, a crime, what must be their 
administration in the hands of the men who framed them, and who do 
not blush to boast of them ? 

** In the present analysis, as in Mr. Stephen's Delineation of Colonial 
Slavery,* the colonists are made to describe their own system ; the 
proofs of its iniquity being drawn from the colonial laws, from other co- 

* Though no attempt has been made to refkly to Mr. Stephen's admirable work, 
r it has been the fashion, ^vfith the jMirtiawns >of the colonial cansci, to decry itm 
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lonial records of unquestionable authority, or from the evidence of co- 
lonial proprietors. We have heard much, it is true, of the improvement 
which has taken place in West Indian legislation, and those who deny 
it have been charged with misrepresentation. But the public have now 
an opportunity of judging for themselves. In the ameliorated slave- 
codes now brought before them, they will find the proof, the irrefragable 
proof, of the determined pertinacity, with which the colonists cleave to 
the worst errors, and most revolting deformities of their system.* — 
That such would be the result of a reference of this great question to 
the decision of the colonial assemblies, we never doubted for a moment. 

containing nothing which is applicable to the qaestions now at issue.. ^^ It re- 
fers," they say, *'• to times that are past. A new system both of law and prac- 
tice has grown up in the West Indies. Mr. Stephen's work may be very correct 
as applying to a former period ; but, to read it now would be only a waste of 
time.'' Nothing can be more untrae than this statement, and the insidious pro- 
pagators of it know it to be untrue ; but they trust to the effect of its frequent 
and confident repetition, and of that indolence which leads men to avail them- 
selves of any plausible excuse for not reading a volume of four or five hundred 
pages. We, on the contrary, have no hesitation in affirming, that whoever de- 
sires to obtain an accurate and comprehensive knowledge of the true genius, the 
governing principles, the whole frame and structure, the nature and effects, of 
our colonial slave-laws, must seek for that knowledge in the pages of Mr. Ste- 
phen's Delineation. Nay, if any of our readers will only take the trouble to 
compare the legislation of our colonies, during the past year, with the principles 
laid down in that work, fhey will at once perceive how singularly those princi- 
ples serve to explain and elucidate the recent enactments, and how aptly those 
enactments illustrate and confirm its principles. Mr. Stephen's masterly pro- 
duction will be found to form at this moment the best commentary on the new 
laws which we have been analyzing. 

. * By the new slave law of the Bahamas, § § 10 — 13. Marriages between slaves, 
and between slaves and free people of colour, cannot be celebrated without the 
consent of their owner in writing ; which consent there is no provision for com- 
pelling the owner to grant, or to assign an adequate reason for not granting. 
Marriages so celebrated are declared to be good, valid, and binding, to all in> 
tents and purposes in the law whatsoever, " saving always the just right of 
ownership, which in no case whatever shall be in auy wise hurt, prejudiced, 
straitened, or otherwise affected thereby," and <' provided that the marital power 
and authority to be thus acquired by the husband over the wife, shall in no such 
case impugn, diminish, or interfere with, the rights or authority of the owner, 
in any manner whatsoever. — See " Slave Colonies/* pp. 7, 8. 

§ 48. Any slave offering violence, by striking or otherwise ^ to any White per- 
son, shall be punished, at the discretion of two justices with any punishment 
short of life or limb, 

tSO. To a slave ** fraudulently" possessed of from five to twenty-eight pounds 
eef, mutton, veal, or the flesh of horse, mare, mule, or ass, two justices may 
give thirty-nine lashes — if more than twenty-eight pounds, they may inflict any 
punishment not extending to life or limb, — Ibid, p. 10. 

^ ^ 62 — 54. A slave aiding a slave to depart from the Bahama islands, shall 
suffer transportation, or any other punishment, not extending to life and limb. 
A Free Negro or Person of Colour^ doing so, shall be subject to transportation ; 
and, if afterwards found at large, to death, without benefit of clergy. A White 
doing so, shall forfeit £100. and be imprisoned for not more than twelve months. - 
'"Ibid, p. 11. 

That the Assembly of the Bahamas is not singular in the spirit with which their 
recent and '^ improved*' laws have been enacted, will appear from the following 
extract from $ 27. of the Barbadoes neic slave law. 

§27. " Any slaves guilty of quarrelling or fighting with one another; or of 
insolent language or gestures to or of any White persons; or of swearing^ or 
uttering any obscene speeches ; or drunkenness ; or making, selling, throwing, or 
firing squibs, serpents, or other fire- works ; or of cock-fighting or gaming ; or of 
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We had^been instructed by the wisdom and philosophy of many great 
authorities, as to the hopelessness of any benefit from such a course; 
and we had the still more impressive lessons of experience to convince 
us that we could expect nothing from it but disaster, disappointment, and 
delay. Our opinions on the subject have never b^n more admirably or 
accurately expressed, than they were by Mr. Canning, in a speech on 
the Slave Trade made by him in 1799. ^* Trust not," says that en- 
lightened statesman, making the sentiment of a previous speaker hit 
own, ^* trust not the masters of slaves in what concerns legislation for 
slavery. However specious their laws may appear ^ depend upon it they 
must be ineffectual in their operation. It is in the nature of things 
that they should he so" — " Let then the British House of CJom- 

MONS DO THEIR PART THEMSELVES. LeT THEM NOT DELEGATE 
THE TRUST OP DOING IT TO THOSE WHO CANNOT EXXOUTE THAT 

TRUST FAIRLY. Let the evil be remedied by an Assembly of freemen^ 
by the Government of a free people, and not by the masters of slaves. 
Their laws can never reach, could never cure the evil." 
'* There is something in the nature of absolute authority^ in the relation 
between master and slave, which makes despotism in all eases, and 
under •A'Li. circumstances, an incompetent and unsure executor even of 
its own provisions in favour of the objects of its power** 

'' The eternal truth of these maxims, applied at the time to the Slave 
Trade, loses none of its force when appled to slavery; and it has been 
abundantly confirmed by the fatal experience of nearly thirty years, 
which have since elapsed, of protracted misery and oppression to the 
slave, and of unceasing resistance on the part of the master to every 
effort to alleviate that misery or to terminate that oppression. What 
indeed now remains to us, but to act on the wise and salutary counsd 
given to us in 1799, and our past neglect of which has entailed so many 
evils on the wretched African race? Let the British House of 
Commons do their part themselves, and let them not continue 
any longer to delegate the trust of doing it to those who 

CANNOT EXECUTE THAT TRUST FAIRLY. 

" And this is a course which not only the Parliament generally, but 
those members of it, in' particular, who are connected with the West 
Indies seem bound to adopt It appears from the papers we have now 

riding on a faster gait than a walk, or of driving upon a faster gait than a gentle 
tr9t,i an way road, street, or lane of the island ; or of cmelly whipping, beating, 
or iU-using any horse, male, ass, or other cattle ; or of negligently driving any 
waggon, cart, carriage, &c.; or of any disorderly conduct or misbefutviomr ; shall, 
on conviction before any justice of the peace, be whipped, at his discretion, not 
exceeding thirty-nine stripes ; but the punishment of pregnant women shall be 
commuted to imprisonment," — Ibid, p. 19. - 

By §4 19, 20. of the new slave law of Demerara, the marriage of slaves is pro- 
vided for. ^ with the permission of their owner," &c.; upon permission being 
refused, however, the Protector of Slaves may call upon the owner to shew good 
cause for so doing. " Provided always, that such marriage shall tii no manner 
confer on the slaves any of those civil rights which by marriage are acquired by ' 
persons of free condition, nor subject such slaves to any penal inaction, the 
effects of which might destroy the rights or injure the property of their owners." 
— JHd. p. 40. - 

Instances of a like nature might be abundantly multiplied ; but we refer to 
the pamphlet, where satisfactory references will be found to the laws them- 
selves, and to every document mentioned in the /< Abstract.'' 
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had uoder review, that the Order in Council for Trinidad was firameci 
(with the exception of one point, that of the evidence of slaves), on the 
suggestion of the West-India body in England. The plan, dierefoie^ 
was theirs; it was adopted on their recommendation, and was supported 
la Parliament by their concurrence. It has been contamaciously re-^ 
jected, however, by the colonists ; and now neither Parliament nor the 
West-India body can, with propriety, decline the only means of carry- 
ing their own propositions into effective operation. The measurei^ 
already adopted constitute a formal recognition of the existence of cer- 
tain evils, which the authors of those measures have pledged themsehre» 
to remove. To this extent, th^efore, at the least,, we trust that the 
West Indians will support Mr. Brougham when he shall fulfil his pro- 
mise of moving the House of Commons on the subject. On them in* 
deed, more than on others, it seems incumbent to second the motion 
for Pariiamentary legislation. Such a proceeding is necessary not only 
to vindicate the sincerity of their own professions in the counsel they 
have given to his Majesty'^s Ministers, but to rescue themselves fVoni 
any share in that headstrong and ruinous Hne of pokkj which their bre- 
thren in the colonies seem determined at aH hazards to pursue. If no 
ome else w^e to take the matter up,, we 8lK>ttld consider the West-Indian 
proprietors in both Houses of Parliament as bound by a regard to con- 
sistency, and by a sense of justice to their wretched bondsmen, to call 
&>r the interference of Parliament Not a few of them are the strenuous 
advocates of popular rights, and the sworn enemies to expression, at 
least in Europe. Let them shew that the operation of their fMrinciples 
is not bound^ by geographical limits, or by the colour of the victims of 
oppression, or by tiie degree in whidi their own personal interest may 
be affected by a denial c^ justice. They wHl then be able, when they 
re>>appeiff on the hustings of those places which they represent, to vin* 
dicate more fearlessly and effectually their claim to the popular 
suffrage.* 

** We have hitherto confined oar remarka to the single point of l^is- 
lation ; and we think it has been shewn that it is die very height of 
fiituity to continue to look to the colosfial assemblies for any adequate 
imprpvenent of the state of the slave law. They are themsdves tiie 
aiitlK)fs of every tentative vnK>Bg which is to be rectiied,«and of every 

■■■'■''■ '■ ' ' ' I- ' 

* One civctmstance has occurred wktch weakens ear reliance on ibit sup- 
port wkkh the West-India body at home are bovnd, in coni^tency, to give to 
those measares which are indispensable to the adoption of the lefonns proposed 
hgr themselves. On the 6th of Jnly 1825, soon after Mr. Bveogham liad given 
notice of his intention to move parliament on this sal^iect, a General Meeting of 
West Jndia t>lanters was held at the West-India library, 6e, St. James's-street, 
Charles Rose Ellis, Esq. in the ehair, at which *'it was nnanimoosly resolved. 
That the West-India merchants, and other consignees 9i West-India prodace 
resident ia London, do charge in their accounts ^ sales, «r aoconnAs cnrrenl, 
0d. (instead of ad. as at present,) upon each cask of sugar, puncheon of mm, bag 
iti coffee, tatd 1000 Ibw weight of coffee, and in iHrepertien on all other articles of 
West-India pfodnee in^rted £rani the 26th day of Mareh last to tiko 25th day of 
March 1920^ into the port of London ; and that the man be toOmted in sncb 
manner as shall be directed by the Standing Committee of the West-Indiaa^ 
Planters and sMrchaati, and bepasi into the hands of George. Hibbect, Esq. 
the TvesMurer." 
Similar imposts we nadcrstand, have been laid in the other pdafts of that 
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oppression which is to be redressed. They consist, almost to a man, of 
slaTe-masterSy or at least of the representatives of slaye-masters, 
baunlened by familiarity to the sight of those atrocities which have so 
shocked and astounded the people of Great Britain. And they are 
surrounded and controlled by a population of needy, ignorant, and 
profligate constituents, who deriye their distinction, from the utter 
degradation of the Negro race, and a wretched subsistence from the 
wages they receive as me drivers and coercers of slaves. 

*^ But the papers which we have analysed exhibit a view not only of 
West-Indian legislation, but of the admmistration of West-Indian Leiw. 
Here a new field of horrors^opens upon us. And here again we derive 
our proofs of the radical iniquity of the system, exclusively, from the 
recorded testimony of the colonists themselves. They are our witnesses. 
We do not confine this remark to those domestic punishments of which 
we have so curious an exhibition in the returns from Trinidad,* and of 
which neither law nor justice but mere individual caprice is the arbiter. 
We allude rather to their criminal slave-courts ; — to the nature and im- 
perfections of the judicial returns from the Fiscal of Demerara;t — ^to the 
trials of the insurgents in that colony in 1823 (which, however, are not 
comprehended in the returns that form the subject of the precedmg 
analysis) ; — ^to the impunity of the White insurgents of Bardadoes ;X — 
and, aboye all, to the reports of the trials of the alleged Black conspi- 
rators in Jamiaca, in which every species of judicial irregularity appears 
to find a place ;^and to the barefaced oppressions exercised in that 
island towards some of the people of colour.lF Let these things be fully 
weighed, and neither the Government nor the Parliament can hesitate as 
to Uie imperative necessity of radically reforming a system which pro- 
duces such abominations as have been detailed ; — such perversions of 
the yery forms of law to purposes of cruelty and oppression, as can 
only find their parallel in &e execrated proceedings of Judge Jefieries, 
or in the practical jurisprudence of Constantinople, Morocco, or 
Algiers. 

" These things must come to an end, and that speedily. — ^They must 
come to an end, because neither the eoverament, nor the parliament, nor 
the people of England can tolerate mem much longer ; and even if the 

Svemment and the parliament and the people of &gland should be so 
St to a sense' of their obligations, as to sufier them to continue, they 
must find their close in one of those convulsions which will involve 
White and Black, master and slave, the oppressor and the oppressed, in 

United KiDgdom, into which West-Indian produce is imported. Nothing is 
said of the appropriation of this secret-service money thus levied bj the man- 
date of the AV est Indian clnb. Bnt whether it shall go to assist in defraying the 
charges of contested elections ; or in rewarding the services of certain perio- 
dical vnriters ; or in paying for the circulation of such pamphlets as those of Mr. 
Grosset, Mr. Macdonnel, or Vindex ; or in bearing harmless the too rash and 
fearless advocates of slavery ; we trust it will only serve to stimulate, to more 
unwearied efforts, all who really feel for the interests of humanity and justice. 

• See " The Slave Colonies," pp. 110—114. 

t Ibid. pp. 29-S8. 

i Ibid. p. 29. — See also the debate on Mr. Buxton's Motion in the House of 
Commons on the 28rd June, 1825. 

^ « The Slave Colonies," pp. 61— SS. 
I li See Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. S. 
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one <;ommoii and tindigtinguisbiiig and ove^whehning calamity. Such 
must, sooner or later, be the effect of going on to delegate, to the colo- 
nial assemblies, the solemn duty, which parliament alone can discharge, 
of giving, to the Black and Coloured Population of our colonies, tb^ 
protection of law, and a pure administration of justice. 

'' We are at the same time, vreW aware of the preponderating inflaeiice 
which the West-Indian proprietors possess in both houses of parlia- 
ment. This alone could have prevented, for twenty long years, the 
abolition of the slave trade. This alone could, for fifteen years more, 
have paralyzed every effort which was made to rouse the attention of the 
government and the parliament to the enormities of the slave system, and 
to the utter worthlessness and the inefficiency of all the pretended im- 
provements adopted by the colonial assemblies ? To this cause must 
we also ascribe it, that almost every public functionary in the slave co- 
lonies, is either a proprietor of slaves. Or the known partizan of the slave 
system ; — that not only many governors, and judges, and attorney- 
generals, and fiscals, and registrars, are taken from the class of slave- 
holders and their friends, but that, even under the new order of things, 
this class has been made to supply protectors and sub-protectors of 
slaves, the very officers on whose zeal, fidelity, and disinterestedness its 
whole efficiency depends ; — that we should be burdened with imposts, 
and our commerce fettered by impolitic and injurious restrictions, in 
order to enable the colonists to perpetuate their demoralizing and mur- 
derous system ; — ^that the interests of one hundred millions of British 
subjects in India, in addition to those of Great Britain herself, should 
be sacrificed to about two thousand planters and merchants ; — and that 
a]l the benefits which would have flowed to us from establishing inters 
national relation with Hayti should have been contemned, her overtures 
rejected, and her offered favours scorned, until she has at length been 
driven to throw herself again into the arms of France.* 

* No part of oar policy is more inexplicable, on any rational principles, than 
that which we have pursued with respect to Hayti. It can only be accounted 
for by the predominance of West-Indian prejudices and West-Indian inflvence. 
During our war with Buonaparte we might have secured to ourselves the friend- 
ship, the commerce, and the assistance of Hayti : v^e were deaf to the most ur- 
gent representations on tiie subject. By the exercise of the commonest courtesy, 
such as we scruple not to pay to the Dey of Algiers, or to the King of the Sanrd- 
wich Islands, we might have conciliated the attachment, and made ourselves, 
in some degree, the masters of the destinies, of the Queen of the Antilles. We 
riiight have even succeeded in inducing its inhabitants to adopt our language 
and habits ; as, at one time, their chiefs would have zealously concurred in pro- 
moting every measure which would have served to detach them from France. — 
We repelled their offers of friendship.— They went tiie length of even lowering 
their duties to the extent of one half in favour of England, in hopes of concili- 
ating our good will.— We treated even this liberality with disdain, and replied 
to it by an Act of Parliament, which prohibited all intercourse between Hay til 
and Jamaica. — ^They still persevered in their advances : they still continued to 
treat our commerce with peculiar favour. At length our recognition of the in- 
dependence of the Spanish provinces in South America, without the most remote 
allusion to Hayti, whose claims for recognition were infinitely stronger than 
theirs^ i and the renewal of the insulting Act, prohibiting their commerce with 
Jamaica, left them no hope of obtaining that standing among nations, which they 
deemed essential to their independence and security, but by throwing them- 
selves into the arms of France, and by sacrificing to her rivalry the interests of 
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^ We tnitt that tke eyee of his Majesty's OovenimeDty of Parliament, 
and of the public will at len^h be opened to the real state of things ; 
and that, no longer deluded by nisrcpresentation, or intimidated by me- 
ntace, they will not suffer evils of such magnitude, and of such malig- 
nant influence, to be prolonged for a day, in deference to the sixty or 
seventy West-Indians, who hold seats in parliament. Justice, huma- 
nity, a regard to our own honour and consistency, and above all the 
sacred voice of religion, loudly call upon us, without a moment's delay, 
to redeem our solemn pledges, and to take care that, '' with a fair and 
equitable consideration, incked, of the interests of all parties," ** effec- 
tual and decisive measures" are now adopted ** for ameliorating the 
condition of the slave population in his Majesty's colonies;" and for ad- 
mitting them to ^'a participation in those civil rights and privileges 
idiich ave enjoyed by other classes of his Majesty's subjects.^ 

^^ One word more before we conclude our painful task. A work has 

BHtfslk commerce. It may not be known to our readers; it certainly was not 
known to onrselvesy abr as far as we baye been able to discoyer, to any mem- 
ber of the House of Commons, unconnected with the West Indies, or with the 
public offices of Government, that, in the very last session of Parliament, an Act 
was passed which contains the following clause :— > 

''And be it further enacted, that no British merchant ship or vessel shall sail 
from any plaee in the island of Jamaica to any place in the island of St. Do- 
mingo, nor from any place in the island of St. Domingo to any place in the island 
of Jamaica, under the penalty of the forfeiture of such ship or vessel, together 
wMi her cargo ; and that no foreign ship or vessel which shall have come from, 
0* Shall in the couise of her voyage have touched at, any such place in the island 
oC St. Bomingo^ shall come into any port or harbour in the island of Jamaica ; 
and if any such ship or vessel, having come into any such port or harbour, shall 
continue there for forty-eight hours after notice shall have been g^ven by the 
oBlcer of the Customs to depart therefrom, such ship or vessel shall be forfeited ; 
and it saxf person shall be landed in the island of Jamaica from on board any 
ship or yessel which shall have comeirom or touched at the island of St. Do- 
n^go except in esse of urgent necessity, or unless licence shall have been given 
by the Governor of Jamaica to land such person, such ship shall be forfeited, to- 
gether with her cargo." 

- When the date of this enactti^ettt is compared vdth that of the treaty which has 
been concluded with France, we cannot doubt that Boyer was influenced by it 
to agree to the severe terms which were exacted from him, seeing how com- 
pletely he was excluded, by that galling measure, as well as by our declining 
an official intercourse with him, from every hope of the favour or friendship or 
this coimtry. 

And now let it be calmly considered what wiU be our situation in the West 
Indies, in the event of another war vritb France. Our possessions there would 
not be worth a week's purchase. The whole navy of England, and a fresh debt 
of one hundred millions, could not save Jamaica from becoming the revoluti- 
onised dependent of Hayti. Nothing, in such an event, could avert our loss of 
that, and our other slave colonies, but a previous radicisd change of our whole 
QoloDial system. We mnst raise the free People of colour to the full enjoy- 
ment of their rights and privileges as British subjects ; and we must proceed, 
with as litUe delay as possible, to g^ve liberty to the slave. If we refuse to do 
tbis the catastrophe we anticipate may be delayed for a few years, but it can- 
not, in tJ^e constitution of things, be far distant. 

Those who desire to understand the nature of this new danger, and the means 
of averting it, ought to read two publications of Mr. Stephen, written upwards 
of twenty years ago, on the subject of Hayti, entitied The Crisis of the Sugar 
Colonies, and The Opportunity; works which will now be found to wear almost 
a prophetic air, such was the accuracy of the author's knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and his sagaciy in appreciating their effects. 
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just made its appearance, of considerable labour, aAd considerable pfie' 
tence to authority, containing 270 closely printed octavo pages, entitled^ 
*< Considerations submitted in Defence of the Orders in Council for the 
Melioration of Slavery in Trinidad, and upon the probable Effect of 
sudden Emancipation on agricultural Industry and British Capital in the 
West Indies, in a Series of Letters which appe^ured in the Star Newspaper 
under the Signature of Vindex. To which is annexed, the thirteenth 
Article in the sixteenth Number of the Quarterly Review; and the ob- 
servations thereon, in a series of Letters which appeared in the New 
Times Newspaper under the Signature of Anglus/' It is printed for 
Murray, and is addressed " to those Members of both Houses of Par- 
liament who, whatever may be their private interests, or preconceived 
opinions, feel anxious for the elucidation of truth m the question of 
West-India Slavery/' It is an elaborate, ingenious, and humane at- 
tempt to quiet the consciences of those gentlemen and their friends who 
havmg pnvate interests involved in the question, are desirous of having 
a salvo against the agony of self-accusation, and a plausible excuse 
to the world for prolonging the existence of that foul and disgraceful 
system. But all will not ck>. The national conscience can no longer be 
lulled to sleep. Its powerful voice will be heard, and will sweep away 
all such refuges of Hes as would seek to reconcile the toleraUon of such 
practices, either to the character of our country, or the paramount obli- 
gations of Christian duty. 

** The grand object of this bulky pamphlet is to prove to the BritishPar- 
liament, that slavery in the West Indies is a better and more gainful, 
condition of society than freedom. If this position were true, it would 
be an arraignment of the moral government of God. If it were as true 
as it is false, the p^eople of En^and would revolt ftom the idea of pockets 
ing the gains arising from such a hideous combination of injustice, 
cruelty, and crime. But it is as false as it is impious and inhuman. 

The pamphlet to which we allude appears to have proceeded from 
the same arsenal which supplied the materials for Lord Bathurst's speech 
in March 1 824 : for the aitide on the West Indies in the Quarterly Re. 
view; and for the comments on the case of the Donna Paula.* 
One of the grand arguments, indeed the argutnentum palmarium 
of this school has been drawn from a comparison of the island of 
Hayti with our own colonies. On this prop of their system, much of the 
present production has been made to rest. But, unfortunately for the 
author, it had vanished from under him before this pamphlet saw the 
light. The fact that the population of Hayti had grown, in about twenty 
years, from half a million to [nearly a million, had already laid thie 
axe to the root of this goodly argument ; and the recognition of Haytian 
independence, and the price which Hayti has been able to pay for it, has 
swept awav the very last vestige even of the rubbish that had been fall- 
ing arouna him. 

• See « The Slave Coloniei ," p. IM. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING AT NORWICH. 



Om Thursday the 20th October last, a County Meeting for the 
County of Norfolk, to Petition the Legislature for the Abolition of Sla- 
▼ery, vras held at the Shire-hall, in Norwich, pursuant to a requisition 
for that purpose ; among the signatures to which, were those of Lords 
Albemarle, W. G. Bentinck, Stafford, Calthorpe, and Suffield, the Bishop 
of Norwich, the Members for the County, and upwards of forty of the 
most respectable Clergymen and Gentlemen in the County. 

Upon the motion of Lord Suffield, the High Sheriff took the chair» 
when the following resolutions (among others) were unanimously passed. 

Ist. — ^Tbat the system of slavery, as it is now Maintained in the West Indian 
and otber Colonies of Great Bfitnin, a system which degrades many hundred 
thonsa n ds of our fellow men to the condition of chattels to be bonght and sold 
at pleasure — appears to this meeting to be utterly inconsistent with the nnalien' 
able natural rights of men, with the benevolent precepts of Christianity, and, 
with those essential principles of the British constitution, which ought to secure 
to sU his Majesty's subjects wherever situated, an equal participation in the 
benefit of the laws. 

2nd. — ^That we consider k our bounden duty, as Christians and Englishmen, to 
promele by all justifiable means, with a due consideratiott of the interests of sJl 
the parties concerned, the immediate mitigation of that system, and its total ex- 
tinction at the earliest safe and practicable period ; and that we cordially approve 
the resolutions to this effect proposed by Mr. Canning to the House of Commons 
in May, 182S, and unannnonsly adopted by that Henovrable House. 

Srd.-^Hiat it is with the deepest regret we observe that the wise proposals 
made by his Majesty's Government for the purpose of effecting the just and be- 
nevolent ends, have either received little or no attention fl^m several West 
Indian Colonial Legislatures, or after consideration havebeoi positively r^ected. 

4th.— That under these circumstances, we consider it our duty to support the 
Government in their great object, and to petition the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain to take such further measures as may appear to them the most desirable, in 
order to surmount the diflicnlties occasioned by so unreasonable an opporidon, 
and effect the immediate mitigation, and, with as little delay as posnble, the 
final and entire abolition of British colonial slavery. 

6th.^That the Petition now read be adopted. 



THE PETITION. 



To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

The humhU PetUion <{/' the Inhabitant e qf the e&mty qf Norfolk, 
Sheweth, 
That your petitioners are deeply impressed with the conviction that the system 
of Slavery, as it is established in th/e West Indian and other colonies of Great 
Britain, a system which degrades nearly eight hundred thousands of our fellow 
men to the condition of chattels, to oe bought and sold at pleasure, and which 
occasionally exposes them to the moit grievous sufferings, is utterly inconsistent 
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with the unalienable natural rights of men— with the benevolent provisions of 
our holy religion, and with the glorious principles of the British constitution, 
which ought to secure to all his Majesty's subjects, in whatever situation, a full 
participation in the benefits of even-handed justice and equal laws. 

That your petitioners consider that the continued maintenance of such a*sys- 
tern involves this nation in the deepest guilt, and that it is our own indispensable 
duty as Christians and Englishmen, by every proper means in our power, to pro- 
mote its immediate mitigation and final extinction. 

That while your petitioners cordially approve of the resolutions unanimously 
passed to this effect by your Honourable House in May, one tbousand]*ieight 
hundred and twenty-three, and whilst they are thankful for the efforts so 
wisely made since that period by his Migesty's Government in order to promote 
the great end in view, they deeply regret that the fervent desires of the British 
people, the declared sentiments of Parliament, and the strong recommendations 
of Government, have hitherto been rendered almost entirely abortive by a local 
opposition of the most determined and disgraceful character. 

That under these circumstances your petitioners beseech your Honourable 
House to take the subject into your consideration, and to adopt such further 
measures as shall appear to you the best calculated to overcome so unreasonable 
an opposition, and to insure the immediate amelioration, and as early as pos- 
sible, consistently with the safety of all the parties concerned^ the final and en- 
tire abolition of British Colonial Slavery. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

In the course of the Meeting some observations made by Col. Wode- 
house, in opposition to the resolutions proposed, were fully and satisfac- 
torily replied to, by T. F. Buxton, Esq., M.P. in an eloquent and ani- 
mated speech, which produced a most powerful impression upon the 
Meeting ; and so completely was every objection overborne by the Hon- 
Gentleman, and his noble associates, and by the facts they stated, that 
even the gallant Colonel himself did not hold up his hand in opposition 
to any of the resolutions. 

The people of Norfolk have done themselves great honour in thus 
standing forward as the first to present a County Petition to the Legis- 
lature ; and we trust and confidently hope that Uieir noble example will 
be followed before the opening of the next Session of Parliament, by 
every county in the kingdom. 

This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office, 18, 
Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly , and Arch*s, Comhill. 
They may also be procured through any bookseller, or at the'' depots of the Anti-. 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 



loMon: Baffster^nd Tlioms, Printtr»,l4, B«rt!)olom«w Clo»e. 
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Th€ following Publications may ht procured ai above, 

REVIEW of the QUARTERLY REVIEW ; or, an Exposure of the 
ErroneoQS Opinions promulgated in that Work on the Subject of Co- 
lonial Slavery : being the Substance of a Series of Letters which ap- 
peared in the *' New Times" of September and October, 1824. With 
Notes and an Appendix. 

EAST-INDIA SUGAR; or, an Inquiry respecting the Means of Im- 
proving the QuaUty and reducing the Cost of Sugar raised by Free 
Labour in the East Indies. With an Appendix, containing Proofs and 
Illustrations. 

FIRST REPORT of the COMMITTEE oX the SOCIETY for the 
MITIGATION and GRADUAL ABOLITION of SLAVERY through- 
oat the British Dominions, read at the General Meeting of the Society 
held on the 25th day of June, 1824, together with an Account of the 
Proceedings which took place at that Meeting. 

The SECOND REPORT, &c- with an Appendix containing im- 
portant Documents illustrative of the State and Impolicy of Slavery, 
and the means for its Amelioration and gradual Abolition. 1825. 

NEGRO SLAVERY ; or, a View of some of the prominent Fea- 
tures of that State of Society, as it exists in the United States and in 
the Colonies of the West Indies, especially in Jamaica. 

AN APPEAL to the Religion, Justice, and Humanity of the Inha- 
bitants of the British Empire, in behalf of the Negro Slaves in the 
West Indies. By WILLIAM WILBERFORE, Esq. M. P. 

EAST and WEST INDIA SUGAR; or, a Refutation of the Claims 
of the West India Colonies to a Protecting Duty on East India Sugars. 

A LETTER to WILLIAM W. WHlTMpRE, Esq. M. P. poinUng 
out some of the erroneous Statements contained in a Pamphlet by Jo* 
seph Marryatt, Esq. M. P. entitled, " A Reply to the Arguments con- 
tained in various Publications recommending an Equalization of the 
Duties on East and West India Sugars." By the AUTHOR of a 
Pamphlet entitled " East and West India Sugar." 

A LETTER to M. JEAN BAPTISTE SAY, on the comparative 
Expence of Free and Slave Labour. By ADAM HODGSON. Second 

Edition. 

SUBSTANCE of the DEBATE in the HOUSE of COMMONS on 
the 15th of May, 1823, on a MOTION FOR THE MITIGATION 
AND GRADUAL ABOLITION OF SLAVERY throughout the Bri- 
tish Dominions : with a Preface and Appendixes, containing Facts and 
Reasonings illustrative of Colonial Bondage. 

A REVIEW of some of the ARGUMEMTS which are commonly 
advanced AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY INTERFERENCE in Be- 
half of the Negro SLAVES, with a Statement of Opinions which have 
been expressed on that subject by many of our most distinguished 
Statesmen, including Earl Grey, Earl of Liverpool, Lord Grenville, 
Lord Dudley and Ward, Lord Melville, Mr. Burke, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, 
&c. &c. &c. Second Edition. 

CORRESPONDENCE between GEORGE HIBBERT, Esq. and 
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the Rev. T. COOPER, relative to the Condition of the Negro Slaves 
in Jamaica, extracted from the Morning Chronicle ; also a LIBEL on 
the CHARACTER of Mr. and Mrs. COOPER, published in 1823, in 
several of the Jamaica Journals; with Notes and Remarks. By 
THOMAS COOPER. 

A LETTER to ROBERT HIBBERT, Jun, Esq. in Reply to his 
Pamphlet, entitled, " Facts verified upon Oath, in Contradiction of the 
Report of the Rev. Thomas Cooper, concerning the general Condition 
of the Slaves in Jamaica," &c. &c. ; to which are added, A LETTER 
FROM MRS. COOPER to R. Hibbert, Jun. Esq. and an APPENDIX, 
containing an Exposure of the Falsehoods and Calumnies of that Gen^ 
tlemen's Affidavit-men. By THOMAS COOPER. 

FACTS ILLUSTRATIVE of the CONDITION of the NEGRO 
SLAVES in Jamaica; with notes and an Appendix. By THOMAS 
COOPER. 

RELIEF for WEST INDIAN DISTRESS 5 shewing the Inefficiency 
of Protecting Duties on East India Sugar, and pointing out other Modes 
of certain Relief. By JAMES CROPPER. 

A LETTER on the injurious Effects of High Prices, and the bene- 
ficial Effects of Low Prices, on the Condition of Slavery. By JAMES 
CROPPER. 

The SUPPORT of SLAVERY INVESTIGATED. By JAMES 
CROPPER. 

THOUGHTS on the NECESSITY of IMPROVING the CONDI- 
TlON of SLAVES in the British Colonies, with a View to their ULTI- 
MATE EMANCIPATION ; and on the Practicability, the Safety, and 
the Advantages of the latter Measure. By T. CLARKSON, Esq. 1823. 

The SLAVERY of the BRITISH WEST INDIA COLONIES De- 
lineated, as it exists both in Law and Practice, and compared with the 
Slavery of other Countries, Ancient and Modern. By JAMES STE- 
PHEN, Esq. 

DEBATE in the HOUSE of COMMONS, June 23, 1825, on Mr. 
BUXTON'S MOTION, relative to the DEMOLITION of the ME- 
THODIST CHAPEL and MISSION HOUSE in BARBADOES, and 
the Expulsion of Mr. SHREWSBURY, a Wesleyan Missionary, from 
that Island. 

THE SLAVE COLONIES OF GREAT BRITAIN; or, A PIC- 
TURE OF NEGRO SLAVERY, DRAWN by the COLONISTS 
themselves; being an Abstract of the various Papers RECENTLY laid 
before PARLIAMENT on that Subject. 

Extracts from the Royal Gaietteof Jamaica, from June 11 toJune 18, 
1825. 

THE ARGUMENT,— ^' That the COLONIAL SLAVES are better 
off than the BRITISH PEASANTRY," Answered by THOMAS 
CLARKSON, M. A. 

BRIEF VIEW of the Nature and Effects of Slavery. 

The IMPOLICY of SLAVERY Ilhistrated. 
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Lminmt 18, Aldtmuuibwr%i, Dtumbtr 31» 1835. 
No. 7. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORtER. 



• The << Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter" will be ready fbr delivery on th« 
last dajr bf every month. Copies will be forwarded; at the teqnest at any Anti- 
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred. All persons wishing 
to receive a regular supply are repuested to mal^e applipation to the Secretary, 
at the Society^ oflke, No. 18, Aldermaiibary, and mention the conveyance by 
which they may be inost conveniently sent. ^ 



^ A Meeting of the Members and Friends of the Anti-Slavery Society, was held 
in Freemason's Hall, Great Queen-Street, on December 21st, for the purpose of 
petitioning Parliament for the Abolition of Colonial Slavery. The attendance 
wHs very numerous and respectable. Mr. Wilberforce was called to the chair, 
attd was received on his appearance with the warm applauses of the Meeting. 
The following Report of the Committee was read by Mr. Macaulay. 

Report. 

Si^CE the publication of the Second Report of the Society, read in 
this place on the 30th April last, ^ large mass of most important infor- 
mation on the subject of Colonial Slaveiry, has been laid before Parlia- 
ment A digest of the most material parts of these parliamentary do- 
iiuments has been published, under the title of the *' The Slave Colonies 
of Great Britain^ or a Picture of Negro Slavery drawn by the Colonists 
themselves." As this pamphlet has been largely circulated, it will not 
be necessary to ehter into a detail of the statements which it contains, 
or of the fresh faorrord which it developes. It has admitted us to a 
near view of the interior of society in one of the slave colonies, 
Berbice, whfer6 the Fiscal had been so attentive to his diity as to pre- 
serve some rebord, though ati imperfect one, of the causes of complaint, 
on the part of the Islaves, which came before hhn. We are not to sup- 
pose that the slave system in this colony is marked by features of pe- 
culiar atrocity. The presumption, on the contrary, is rather in fovpur 
bf its comparative lenity, because it is one of the few slave colonies 
in which tne pdpulatlon does not diminish. We have unfortunately no 
similar disclosures from any of the other colonies. But when we con- 
sider what a mass of suffering is laid open to oiir view ih the account 
which has reached us from this single colony, containing about 23,000 
slaves, being about a fortieth part of the whole slave population, 
how frightfully would that mass have been augmented had we received 
i similar report of the remaining 800,000 ! Over their sufferings the 
veil of oblivion haft been drawn. Oi^wm no record has been preserved. 
We may imagine, indeed, what they mfnst have been, from the glimpse 
which has' been afforded lis in the returns from Berbice ; but the full 
amount of their horrors caii now be known only to Him whose eye 
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m^ke^ incjwiftttbn for th# Mood of ^tm innroceiAy'aad^iby whom not one 
. sigh of the oppressed is disregarded. 

Revolting, in every point of view» as is the 'delineation, contained in 
these papers, of Ihe state of British cokniiQl sltvefy, m it^exists in law 
and in practice, there is at least this advantage atxeuding the melan- 
eholy.det£u(, that it serves- amply to con^m the viow of the uatu^eand 
effects of thai cruel system wKieh has been saActiooed and orcftlaied 
by this Society, making their statements to appear even cold and tame 
in the comparison. 

These parliamentary documents are particularly valuable, a? exem- 
plifying the unchanged spirit of colonial legislation oi^ the suHject of 
slavery. The local legislatures have vefused, without a single excep* 
tioft, to cofftpty eiF€B with the moderate requisitions of his Majesty's 
Ministers, as these are embodied in the Order of Council for Trinidad; 
and the colonists, generally, exult in the refusal, encouraging each other 
to persevere in the same contumacious course. Their tone of secure 
and triumphant irony is remarkable. " We beg you to observe," says 
tile editor of one of their newspapers — and we give the passage only 
as a& illustration of the prevailing spirit — " We beg you to observe,, 
that not one o^vthe unconquered colonies'' (meaning the colonies having 
legislatures of their own) " have had the ewility to comply with Earl 
Bathurst^s wishes, notwithstanding he informed them, in the moit eat^ 
nest and feeling manner , of the serious extent of the disappointment 
which his Majesty* s Government would experience if they rejected his 
application. We sympathize most sincerely with his Lordship on thi» 
unexpected event** 

. Attempts, it is true, have been made, by several of the colonial legist 
latures, to ameliorate their slave codes ; and they boast of their new 
law as models of wise and beneficent legislation. But it has been 
shewn, by the digest of these laws already laid before the public, tliat^ 
vaunted as they have been,, they are nevertheless an outrage on every 
just principle of legislation ; and afford, at the very moment they pro- 
fess to protect the slave, a decisive proof of his utter want of effective 
protectiqn, and of the depth of his legal degradation. And if such be 
the character of their recent enactments, deliberately framed in X\\e 
strange hope of satisfying the expectations of the parliament and peo- 
ple of this country ; — if the colonial legislatures can have so egregi- 
ously misapprehended the whole current of British principle and feeline 
. — would it not be the height offatuity to continue to look for any usefi^ 
reforms from that quarter ? The work must be undertaken and executed 
by the British Parliament They alone are competent to it. In bo other 
way can a reasoaable hope be entertained,, either of effectually miti-v 
gating the rigours of colonial bondage^ or of fkially abolishing that op- 
probrious state of existence. 

It cannot be supposed, that, in the hands of the men who framed, 
and who boast of having framed, such enactments, the administration 
of the slave laws should manifest any remarkable traits of lenity and 
forbearance, or indicate any peculiar respect for Negro life -or Negro 
comfort. On the contrary, the parliamentary papers exhibit many 
atrocious cases of ji^dicial oppression, which have taken place in the 
colonies^ and which may possibly become the subject of early parlift* 
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Mnnauy 4iiv«»t'rgatMm. If lo, we tnwt 1fl^cy «ifty lead io Ae mtutifwni 
of «ome ade<![tia4?e seewkies against the efFects, on the iires awl happi- 
««•« «f the Negro and /sdouTed races, of Ihe blind a«d irrational alamia, 
and headstrong and ungovernable passions, of the dominant party, who 
«iiclo«tvely act as judges and jurors. 

But of all tl^e harsh features of the colonial slave laws, none is more 
revolting' to every feeling of humanity and justice, than that which makes 
the very act of complaining a crime in the siave. In him, eren the 
tnurraurs of suffering nature mnst be suppressed. We may sfee this 
l«lttientable perversion of al! established principles of just legislation 
«ftiHy and strikingly illustrated in the recorded proceedings of the Fiscal 
^f Berbioe; of whom, at tSie same time, it is but right to say that he ap- 
^%TB to be a person oif mnch fiatural mildness of disposition.— Four 
Negroes, belonging to the Hon. Mr. Katz, complained to the Fiscal of 
harsh usage by the manager. On the mere denial of the parly accused, 
ithe Fiscal punished three of the complainants, with seventy five fashes^ 
lr»d one with fifty.— Again : three Negroes belonging to General Mur- 
ray, Ittte Oovemor of Demerara, complained to the Fiscal of overwortc, 
and want of food, and severity of treatment. Two of them were select- 
f^ by the Fiscal to receive the torture of seventy-five lashes each^ 

But it is needless to proceed. Sinnlar instances might be multiplied 
without end. Nay, the very taws of all the colonies provide that, in the 
«ftse t)f a slave complaining of ill-treatment, the magistrate may, if he 
4eems the complaint unfounded, punish the complainant with the cartr 
whip at his discretion. And yet, be it remembered that, as Negro evi- 
dence is not admitted in proof of the^complaint, the complainant has no 
-possible means, should the accused deny it, oif establishing the i«08t 
«indoiibted fact. 

Since the publication of the abstract to which we have been hitherto 
rfeferrfng, another official document, of considerable importance, has 
heen made public; namely, ** A Report on ihe Civil and Criminal 
Justice of the West Indies," by the only surviving commissioner, Mr. 
Dwarris, employed to inquire into that subject. 

This genUeman^ tt appears, is the proprietor of a considerable sugar 
<estate in Jamaica, ctrltivated by abouf^ 220 slaves; and although wt 
have no doubt that it was his purpose fairly to represent the case which 
he was employed to investigate, yet we must lament that it should have 
been found necessary to select a person in his peculiar circumstances 
'for this delicate and difficult task. It surely never can be expedient to 
place any public functionary in a situation in which private interests, 
€ar!y prepossessions, and the most cherished associations and attach- 
. roents, may be found unavoidably to clash with the uncompremising 
daims of public duty, ff 1ms Majesty's Ministers have felt it incum- 
bent on them to determine, that henceforward no governor, or judge, err 
£scal, or protector of slaves, shall be the (owner of a plantation culti- 
vated by slaves, it surely is still more imfispensable that the persons 
-who are expressly delegated to inquire into the abuses of a particular 
system should not be chosen from the very class whose interests, as 
weM as whose strongest prejudices, are deeply involved in its mainte- 
manoe. Wc have t^n almost involuntaTily ted to this reflection, by 
the manifest anxiety which the Report evinces to prevent its exposure 
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^f die o^my^evils in the judicial a^muustration of the We«t Indies^ from 
producing ap impression adverse to West-Indian planters, or tp that 
pystem of Negro slavery, which, as planters^ th^ey are paturally solicitous 
to accredit. 

The general' view of the condition of the Negro slave, which the 
coipn^issioner has in this case gonp out of his way to give, is, without 
doubt, widely different from that which a consideration either of general 
principles, or of the facts of the case, would permit any disintere$ted 
and ppprejudiced individual to form.—'' The popr ^lave, if left to 
i)imself, ' thf$ Reporter informs us, '' is generally contented and 
happy. Possessing a spot to which he is commonly attached ''-—(wfi 
9hali presently %ee hy what tenure he holds this spot)—'' Possessmg a 
spot to which he is commonly attached, looking to his master" (a mas- 
ter, be it recollected, generally 4000 miles off, whom he never ^ees, and 
cannot therefore look to, but) " looking to his master for support in 
health, care in sickness, and advice and help in distress and difficulty, 
the improvident Negro, far from pining in misery, dances and sl^ep9, 
trifles and dreams away life, thoughtless, careless, and happily ignorant 
of his own unprotected condition and of the imipotent fury of the Jaws.-' 
This, be it remembered, refers more immediately to Barbadoes, the very 
colony where, a few years ago, hundreds of Negro lives were sacrificed 
with breathless dispatch, by the operation of laws which the Report re- 
presents as only impotently furious. — *' A little more time, and a little 
less work, form,'- adds the Reporter, " the narrow boundary of the 
wants and wishes of the Negro." — And what has reduced the Negro to 
this abject and brutish state pf existence ; a st^te which thi§ gentleman 
l^opsid^rs as a subject ev^n of satisfactory cqnteipplation ? — And, sup- 
posing such a picture as this to be realized on the estates of a few qf 
the few resident planters, yet in what respect does it differ frovfk that 
vhich might be given, by many an English gentleman^ of his stud of 
horses, or of his kennel of hounds ? The comforts and enjovments of the 
Negro, on the shewing of this Report, are, like tho9e oi the hor§0 i^o^ 
the dog, exclusively of the animal kind. Are we, thep, to §hut out of 
bur view that the Negro is a human being, born with the power of look- 
ing afore and after ; possessing the capacities of thought, intelligence 
reflection ; — that he is endowed with desires, affections, cares, passions, 
responsibilities, apd— may we dare to add — rights, — in common with 
ourselves ? Shall we forget that the poor Negro was formed, like his 
ipaster, in the image of God ; has shared in the same moral ruin ; ha^ 
been redeemed by the saipe blood ; and is an heir of the same immotr 
tality ? liy then, the deline^ition of the Reporter were as generally tru^ 
as it is notoriously the reverse; $till, to level the Negro's highest enjoy- 
ment with those of the brutes that perish ; to make his whole eij^i^t- 
ence, its comfort and ^ven its duration, to depend, like theirs, on the 
will, the caprice, the prudence, the health, or the Hfe of another ; tp 
put it in the power of that other not only to be himself the sole arbiter 
of the destinies of his slave, the food he shall eat, the clothes he shall 
wear, the labour he shall undergo, the stripes he shall receive, the 
indignities, nay, the tortures, he shall suffer ; but even to delegate these 
tremendous powers to third parties — what is all this but a cruel spolia- 
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Dion of maa's inaUenabk rights; an impioas ofurpation^ for whioh no- 
thing can coropensate; an insult to die Majesty of Heaven itself? 

Some idea of the wretched insecurity of tlie tenure, by which slav^ 
enjoy even the spot to which the Report tells us they are attached, to- 
gether with all the dearest ties and charities of life, may be obtaiimd 
from the case of a Mr. Padmore, who was driven to the necessity (a 
necessity of common occurrence in the West Indies) of selling his estate 
to satisfy his creditors. '' The slaves," it is stated, *< he could have 
sold separately (deUched from the estate), at a much higher rate; bwt 
they came to him in a body, with most distressing cries^ and thfiew 
themselves on the ground bidbre him; when a sp^cesman, appointed 
by the rest, fell down at his feet, and implored him, in all their namesi, 
not to separate then, both from himself and the estate. They wan 
ready to follow him to the other end of the island; but if fat could not 
retain them about himseK; if his necessities compelled him to sell them^ 
they besought him not to part friends and relations, husbands and 
wives, pafents and children ; not to tear them from their hoases an4 
.garde&s; but to let them go with the land. He could not resist such 
an appeal, and he lost at least forty pounds a«head by it." (p. 22.) Thii 
iocciiri^eaoe says much, it is true, for the ruined individual who had the 
coms^ and the feeling to make this sacrifice ; — but what does it say 
for the -system? for that state of society, that state of law, which can 
fot aue moment tolerate and sanction such enormities ? Even Mr. 
Dwarris admils, that> by the law of Baibodoes, there is no express di? 
rectioB that families ahould be sold together; nethiag in any Act pro- 
hibiting the separation of husband and wife;, parents and children. He 
ettdeavoiHrs, however, to palliate the e&ct of this statement, by re^ 
«tHHrking> that many of our other islands had adopted, with the best 
«fiect»a humane provision to prevent the separation of femilies. la 
yenturtag to make this statement, in which, however, we believe him to 
be mistaken, he^ught at least to have named the islands in which such 
a pro¥ision had been adopted ; especially as, in the case of the only 
ijwo other islands^ Tobago and Grenada, whose laws he speaks of, he 
himself (tistioctly teUs us tliat, *' unattached slaves are ooKierad .to be 
sold ^me by one, eitcept mother and child under twelve years of age.** 
^p. ^81 and 103*) We find him, indeed, even becoming the lupologist 
4^ ^lat general principle of separating the alaves from the land, winch 
destroys, root md. branch, even the miserable semblance of firoperty 
"which a ^ve can be ^aid to possess in his house and .garden. *' How- 
ever desirable it may s^ppear," he observes, ''to prevent the slave from 
■being torn from his home and garden, it would be found very difficult, 
isonmteutly with u due regard to the interest of creditors^** (the para- 
mount iQonsideratioa, of course, in the minds of colonial legislators,) 
" to provide any remedy for the evil." '* It would be unsuitable to a 
(Stale of things in which the support of credit, •and the security for bor- 
rowed tsapttal, form tlie^rs^ ob^ct of attention, and even of JegiskOive 
tjare and prevision."— The first ol^ts of attention, therefore, are, not 
hamaii life and human comfort^— at least in cases where the skin hap- 
peo^ to be daik^ tinged — but the securi^ of credit and capital ; «aad 
that even in the estimate of this Report — a Report which, while it 
-affords «ome curious illuatrations of the regard paid to the ^grD,«aS'an 
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Article of the ma»/^*s property, one of his cbattels/one of kis dvaUcAle 
securities^ exemplifies no less strikingly the utter disregard of all his 
rights and feelings as a man, as a rational and sentient being. 

We sliall say nothing of the scandalous abuse of those forfeitures to 
the -Crown, by means of escheats, by which the name of the King is 
abused to purposes of oppression and wrong, in a manner altogether 
unconstitutional,. as well as most disreputable: but let us take a view 
of the proceedings of what are called Slave Courts in Barbadoes. — 
** In case of capital offences by slaves" — and these are very numerous — 
" the court is composed of two justices, and three freeholders of the 
neighbourhood of the place where the offence is committed. These five 
compose the court, and are all judges of the law and the fact. They 
are not appointed to meet at any fixed time,, but only as occasion re-; 
quires. When the court is assembled, no indictment is preferred, or 
bill found by a grand jury. The magistrate before whom the com- 
plaint wad made is taken to have decided that there is sufficient ground 
to put the slave on his trial ; and this magistrate sits upon the trial. — 
The evidence may consist of the evidence of slaves, but not upon oath, 
unless they have been baptized. They are sometimes sworn on graTe- 
dirt, according to a superstition. A Negro's wife's evidence is admitted 
(against him) because it is in general a nominal, and not a legal mar- 
riage. In the case of false evidence given by a slave, the justice, or 
the court, before which the false evidence is given, directs the offender 
to be (forthwith) flogged. There is no regular record : the magistrates 
who try the case keep an account of the proceedings. These are not 
returned to any public office ; and, after the lapse of a few years, it 
would be difficult to procure evidence to prove a former acquittal, if a 
slave were to be apprehended a second time for the same offence, while 
neither the slave nor the master has any remedy for the malicious pro- 
secution of the slave. If the five members of the court are agreed, a 
conviction takes place. Upon conviction, sentence of death must be 
pcissed. An appeal may be brought by the owner (but by him only,) to 
the governor and council. If there is no appeal, no copy of the trial is 
laid before the governor, or report made to him or any other superior 
authority, before the execution takes place. The warrant of execution 
is directed to the constable who attends the trial, and he executes it 
without delay. There is no fixed time or appointed place for the pub- 
lic execution of slave malefactors. That the owner may not be discou- 
raged to detect and discover the offences of his Negroes, a condemned 
slave is always appraised, and the value paid to the owner out of the 
. public treasury ; but if the master has not duly provided for the sup- 
port of the slave, and necessity might have compelled the Negro to 
commit the offence, the whole appraised value is to be paid to the party 
injured, and nothing to the master." And yet " the execution of the 
slave may still proceed !" The trials of slaves in this island, the Report 
goes on to remark in duly measured terms, " are very unsatisfactory. 
We heard them pronounced * disgraceful.' * The judges,* it is said, * are 
ignorant ;' the proceedings are slovenly ; the charge, being unwritten, 
shifts with the case. A disposition to favour, where it exists" (and the 
Reporter might have added, a disposition to condemn), ^* receive no 
check for i^ant of publicity. There being no assigned place or appoint- 
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«d time for the execution of ftlave malefactors, the wretchea convtca, as 
soon CLS sentence is passed^ is fastened to the nearest tree; unless, which 
frequently happens, the owner of the soil is at hand to prevent it. In 
such case, the miserable culprit is dragged from tree to tree, from estate 
to estate; and in one case,' of then recent occurrence, the constable was 
at last forced to throw the exhausted sufferer off the town bridge, secur- 
ing the rope by a lamp-post.'* 

Is it necessary to add a single word more to these sickening state- 
ments ? Yet we cannot forbear touching upon another subject. After 
the eulogy pronounced by Mr. Dwarris on the general treatment of the 
slavies in Barbadoes, the Meeting will scarcely be prepared for the fol- 
lowing representations of the same gentleman in the very same Report. 
** Slaves in this island," he says, '* are without legal protection or 
redress for personal injuries."...." The slave has no remedy, in case of 
the greatest oppression by the master or his delegate, or the grossest 
injury by third persons ; though the master (in case of his slave being 
assaulted and robbed) may have reparation in damages for the loss of 
service, or the injury to his property, in the slave. The murder of a 
slave, wilfully, maliciously, wantonly, and without provocation, is now 
a capital crime. But there is no other legislative provision, restraining 
the absolute power of the master over the slave, or inflicting punish- 
ment upon the owners or others, in cases of raayero, mutilation, dis- 
memberment, or cruel treatment. No other act of Assembly has been 
framed for the protection of slaves; no tribunal is specially appointed 
for inquiry into their wrongs. A slave who is, or thinks himself, 
aggrieved, looks in vain, in this island, for a proper quarter in which to 
prefer his complaint It can no where be received. Murder is<he 
only case in which the law interferes." " For the punishment of gene- 
ral oppression and maltreatment of a slave, there is no provision by 
any law of Barbadoes. If inflicted by the master, it would be dis- 
punishable. If perpetrated by a third person, the owner would have 
his remedy by civil action ; but the slave would still be without redress." 
" There is not, in Barbadoes, any law regulating the quantum and kind 
of punishment, the hours of labour and rest, the provision of food, and 
(except nominally) of clothing. These are dependant on the perform- 
ance of moral auties, of which good men feel the obligation, but of 
which the breach is not cognizable before any earthly tribunal. A wicked 
and cruel master or delegate (so that he do not kill or maim * a slave) 
may inflict on him ahy degree of severity of punishment. No man, or 
set of men, has legal power to call him to account for working his 
slave as long as he likes; for whipping him as much as he pleases; 
for chaining ; for starving him." " A master has uncontrolled, unde- 
fined, and absolute power.*' Where then, asks Mr. Dwarris, very justly, 
however inconsistently, " where then is the protection of the slave, and 
where, in case of accident, the justification of the master V* " In a 
case even of a very grievous bodily injury, inflicted upon a slave by a 
manager, the sufferer himself, or his slave brethren who were present, 
cannot give evidence, even though all the free persons on the premises 

• The exception of maiming is inconsistent with the other statements of Mr. 
1>warrif. 



Digitized by 



Google 



08 

should have been designedig sent out of the way. In such a ca«e, si . 
•lare is not allowed to be a pfoseeut^. Maimed^ mutilated, di$Jigured^ 
^smembertd,** (I am putting, says Mr» Dwarris, the most aggravated 
case), ''his wounds must be the only tongue permitted to relate his 
wrongs." These, however, will speak for him here, if they do not 
^speak for him in the colonies. 

But to proceed; '*It is generally held,'* says tfie RefXMrt, "as^ 
principle in slave colonies, that slaves cannot acquire property, except 
for the benefit of their owners. By law they cannot, but oi^ by kidiid* 

fence.*' p. 11 1. Again, the slave has not any means of acquiruig^ 
\i freedom without the consent of the master. There is no redemptioii 
of the slave in this island by force of law ;"* (nor in Tobago and Grea^ 
ada, nor, indeed, in any of the islands ;) and '' every negro is presumed 
to be a slave, unless he can legally prove the contrary/' 

To much the same effect is the view given of the legal rights of 
slaves in Tobago and Grenada. In the former island, the chief justiice, 
Mr. Pigott, testifies as follows : "A manager sent all free persons out of 
the way, and then gave a Negro 150 lashes. The Negro was broiiight, 
in a state Of which he might have died^ to us, the sitting magistrates. 
We bad no means of proving it. I proposed a bill to admit slave evi- 
dence, or to make the accused purge himself on oath^ The bill was 
not approved/' «The testimony of the attorney-general of Tobago is4o 
the saitoe effect: **I know,'^ be says, *^ as a magistrate, cases ^ etc- 
treme cruelty that have passed uupunished for want qf slave evidence.** 
^* It is very common^ when they wish to he cruel, to send free ^sons 
^ut of the way. / have known many such cases. 1 think it a very 
Common calase of discontent among the slaves, that, when Chey have 
been ill treated, andbVing their fellow-slaves as evidence, such witnesses 
t^nnotbe received. Th^y go away wkha feelingof injustice." The 
same gentleman has since expressed an opinion that by tbe new 
Tofeago act, " the p()Wer of the master has been limited in akofost every 
point esseiytiai to the weli-being and comfoi-t of the slave.'* This o|A- 
mckk ofidy shews how easily, some men may be satisfied with the 6hew 
of Behmik. Lord Bathnrst wisely disallowed the vtery act wkieh tbe 
attorney-general tli^s commends. 

The Report fipom Grenada, though vai-ying in a fbw points, is not 
more favourable than that from Tobago. Some of the Grenada laiws 
. are eictr^mely harsh, and even manifest what tnay be property called a 
wantonness of severity. And as lor the a^^>ointmeot of gvMdiaBS of 
slaves^ of which we have heard so loud a boast, k is adtniited hy ibe 
present Report to be ineffio^ciovs. No indepei^dent men, we are ex- 
fNressly ^old, can be fouiMi to fill the ^situ^tion^ bnt it is ^lled by over- 
seers or managers, who cannot be expecfted to denounce their employ- 
ers ; and ^*i^ afll oases between Black or Colotnred persons and Whites>^ 
«b^rves the attorney-general, ** the prefilidice ^juriefs is very strong in 
favour of Whites." 

Neither in Tobago, ^lor in Grenada, ** are there «ny fpablic institu- 
-tioDS, by which infant or adult slaves tire instructed in religions iprinci- 
pies or useful knowledge. There are no Sunday-schools." The Wes- 
Wan Methodists alone have given any instruction to the slaves of these 
islands. In Barbadoes, only one sdiool is said to exist for Black or 
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iDdoured cbildren, though the Black and Colpiired population It about 

90,000, 

Such are ^me ' of the material facU broueht to light, in the most 
authentic form, by this recent Report ; in which, however, we roust 
admit that many opinions are expressed which ^re exceedingly difficult 
tQ reconcile viui those facts, or, indeed, with the notorious realities of 
the case. Take an example : — Mr. Dwarris states it to be the onlyjuit 
ground qf complaint against the present inhabitants qf Barbadoes, 
that they had npt repealed a certain act, which inflicts the punishment 
pf slitting the nose, and burning the fcice with a hot iron on a Negro 
who strikes a Christian a second time. But when Mr. Dwarris thus 
^weepingly cleared the Barbadians from every other charge, had he 
not heard of the atrocities of 1804, reported by Lord Seaforth ? — of the 
whplesale massapres of slaves in 1816 ?-rof the destruction of the 
i^ethodist chapel, and the expulsion of the Missionary in 1823? — or of 
their new slave law of 1824? — And is it not this very gentleman, 
whose report pf the ^arbadoes sjav^ courts, and of the summary and 
brutal executions of their convicts, and of the unprotected state of the 
whole slave population, we have just been reading? How are we to 
explain such strange incongruities as these ? 

But it would require far too detailed a statement, were we to go 
jthrough all the inconsistencies and incorrectnesses which might be 

Eointed out in this, in some respects, invaluable Report. On the whole, 
owever, we are extremely thankful for its appearance, and we cannot 
jdoubt that it will 4o much to opei> the eyes of the public to the multi- 
plied abopiinations of this nmchristian and merciless system. 

Never, however, let the people of England forget, that of this un- 
christian and merciless system they will continue to be the criminal 
upholders, if they now refrain from lifting up their voice against it; or 
^f thev silently acquiesce in contributing, as they now do, largely and 
,directly to its support. On this part of the subject, however, we mean 
not now to enlarge. In the Second Report of the Society, the question 
of bounties and protecting duties was amply discussed ; and not only 
jtheir impolicy, but their malign and wasting influence on the happiness 
and increase of the slave population, as well as their pernicious effects 
^ven on the interests of the masters, were fully and, as we believe, 
most incontrovertibly established. We will therefore now content our- 
iselves with remarking, that it is absolutely vain for us to be hoping 
to succeed in abolishing slavery ; or to expect that by the vehemence 
jof our speeches, or by the strength of our resolutions, or even by the 
severity of our enactments, wq shall be able very materially to abate . 
this evil, if we continue, as we now do, to extend to the slave-holder 
those solid marks of our favour which are conveyed to him in bounties 
and protecting duties ; thus supplying to him the very means of main^ 
jtaining his iniquitous system, against the united wishes of the parlia- 
ment and the people of England. 

And [now, after the statement which has just been given, combined 
with all our previous information, are we not entitled to call upon the 
people of England to come forward to stren^hen the hands of the go- 
vernment, in the righteous work of carrymg into effect the hitherto 
abortive resolutions of . Parlirment on the subject of Colonial Slavery ? 
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We call upon t%«n lS»erefbre to ftssem'ble in every county, and city^ and 
town, and even village of the United Kingdom, in order to testify their 
abhorrence of this itnpiotts system., and to implore of tlie Legislature, 
respectfully indeed, bet most earnestly to reflieve them from its guilt 
and its burden. Let no man in this free and happy country, wiiere the 
voice of the very meanest has its appropriate weight in Parliamebt, 
imagine that he can discharge himself from tlie performance of this so- 
lemn duty; or — shoukl his tipplication to Parliament fail of its effect-— 
from adoptiiig every other expedient in his power, such a^ abstinence 
from slave-grown sugar, the promotion of cuitrvation by free labour, &c. 
ior wiping away this foul stain frOm the national character. And we 
would address this call to men of all political parties in the state. 
Those of every party who have sympathized with the victims of despo- 
tism in Spain, in Italy, and in Greece, have now an opportunity of com- 
bining to deliver 830,000 of their own fellOw-subjects from a still more 
grievous despotism. The friends of the Government are bound to see 
its orders respected, and to repress that msubordinate and contumelioujs 
spirit in die cokmistg winch would set them at nought. The members 
of the Opposition are bound by all their professed principles, and by all 
the recollections which are associated with the venerated nanve of Fox, 
to Unite hand and heart in undoing the fetters of our own fellow- 
subjects. Above all (to avail ourselves of the language of one of the 
'ftbiest advocates of this cause) — above all, we would cal! on Christian* 
of every name to come forward to lend their aid as one man to deliver 
^eir country from this gi-eat national iniquity — ** to ^reform this cruel 
and impious system which shuts out the light.of the gospel ; which vio- 
let, in the grossest manner, all its precepts; which keeps, in a cruel 
ihralfdom, tlie minds as weH as bodies of its unfortunate victims ; and 
which adds to its other enorraities t^ie fierceness of anti-christian per- 
secution. There would strrely be an inconsistency in the charitable 
e^rts now making to convert our fettow-creatures io the most distant 
regions of the globe, while we sufier our fellow-subjects to be kept in 
pagan darkness, and the vilest moral degradation, not by choice but by 
compulsion, through a domestic tyranny, which our own power, within 
our ovm territories alone upholds.*' To all then We would say, in con- 
4ciusion, in tlie words of the same eloquent writer, ** Come forward with 
your petitions. Instruct your representatives. Give or withhotd your 
sutTrages for the next Parliament, and use your personal influence 
throughout the country ; all in such a manner as may best promote the 
SOC068S of this ^reat and sacred cause. If you succeed, you will give 
a liew triumph to the British Constitutimi. You will exalt the glory of 
your country, in that best point, her moral elevation, and recommend 
h^r to the favour of Heaven. If you fail, you will at lea^ have the 
inestimable consolation that you have done what you could * to undo 
^e heavy burden, and to let the oppressed go free;' ar»d that the sins 
and calamities of your country^ however perniciousin^heir consequences 
*o yourselves or your children, were evils which you could not avert." 

One word more; we rejoice to be able to report, that the number of 
associations, and especially of Ladies' associations, for the abolition oC 
slavery, has been increasing of late. We trust that they will be largely 
ixraltiplied both in the metropolis and in the country at large* 
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Tte prtiMBt n4«ttlittg^ fat th» purpose of fitMoaOm^ FtpMamwiK, li«k, 
WTc aPEF alio h«?ppy 1^ say, been antfetpnted m several places, by th^ hn-' 
ptrlsc of that popular leeting which furnishes the best pl^ge of our' 
ultimate success. In this important line of service Norfolk has tftkes 
the lead, and has beenfoUoved by the city of Norwich^ by Birmiwgfoanv, 
by Hull, by Beterley, by Derby, and by Ipswith; as it had been pre- 
ceded, thoi^ notfor the purpose ofpetitioning, by Edinburgh, In all these 
places our cause has been advocated with remarkable power aad effect* 
aod bfts happily united the general suffrage, Tht Corporation «f tlM 
City of London haa signalized itself by its zeal In th« sanre canse, and 
we are anxious to record the high sense we entertain of the advanta^ 
which has accrued to it from the nearly unaaimoas suEid energetie 
declaration of the chief authorities of the first comrotrckd city i« the' 
world, against the principle of colonial monopoly, and ra favour of the 
claims of injured and outraged humanity. The influence of their high 
exampl.e will, we trust, induce the mercantile and maoufacturiikg olasse*, 
throughout the kingdom, to come forward and vindicate the commerdai 
character of this country from the discredit, and Hs commercial interearts 
from the injury, caosed by the prolongation of the existing colonial evils. 
It would be ingratitude in this connexion to withhold our warm ac* 
knowledgments of the great services which liare been rendered to our 
eommoA cause, since we last met, by the able, zealous, indefatigable, and 
strcccssful efforts of Mr. Cropper of Liverpoof. 

These various indications of the general sympathy in oiur labours are 
strong incentives to perseveraece. And we must all feel it as not among' 
the least cheering and encowraging circomstance?, which we are called 
t0 acknowledge with gratitude to the Giver of all good, that we should 
once more behold among us, and in the chair of this assembly, that 
loved and revered individual, dear to all to whoai the interests of h««- 
manity ar^ dear ; who, hav'mg consecrated the strength and flower of 
his days to the vindication of the wronged and degraded African, and 
having at length signally triumphed in the protracted and painful conflict ; 
now, though bending under the weight of added years, still marshals 
our way, a9 we trust, to victory in a no less arduous struggle — in the 
endeavour to break the yoke of the oppressor, and to achieve the rescue 
of the oppressed, in every corner of the British dominions. May it 
please God- to spare him to witness the final consummation of thislabotrr 
of fove and mercy ! 

Tkefoilawing Resolutions, were unaninumsly adopted by^ the Meeting r 

That tins Meeting desire to express, in strong terms, both (heir satisfactioa 
with the Resolutions on the subject of Colonial Slavery, which, on the motion 
of Mr. Can&ing, were unanimously adopted by Parliament, and their higb 
tfense of the ability, promptitude, and zeal with which, as appears from the om- 
eial correspondence of Earl Bathurst with the Colonies, his Majesty's Ministers 
have laboured to carry these Parliamentary Resolutions into effect ; and they 
deeply lam^ttt that the opposition of the Colonial Authorities has.M&erto suc- 
ceeded in almost wholly frustrating their benevolent purposes and efforts* 

That the various official documenia on the smbject ef Slavery, and the treat* 
ment of Slavey recently laid before Parliament by his Majesty's Ministess^ 
afford additional and incontestible evidence of the injustice and craelty of tha 
system of Slavery now prevailing in the Colonies, and renders desperate the 
hope of its extinction, or even of its effectual mitigation, without the direet and 
authoritative interference of the Imrperial Legislature. 
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That from the same authentic sources of informatioiiy tiiis Meeting hare learnt 
with regret, though not with surprise, that the Colonial Legislatures have either 
treated the recorded wishes of Parliament, and the beneficent recommendations 
and urgent remonstrances of his Majesty's Government with neglect, or have 
met them with decided opposition ; and that even in those Colonies where at- 
tempts have been made to frame an ameliorated Slave Code, the new enactments 
manifest the same substantial disregard of th^ most sftcred principles of ju^ice 
which characterised the old ; that the existing laws, in their practical adminis- 
tration, evidently afford no effectual prot^ctid^ to the Slaive J, and have been 
made, on many recent occasions, an instrument of the most gfievous jtldicial op- 
pression ; and that the general treatment of the Slaves continues to exhibit the 
same harsh and disgusting effects of the domestic despotism prevailing, in the 
Colonies, wliich first excited the indignant feelings of the British Public, an4 
which shoiild now lead to a fixed determination, on the part of every individual 
Who values British freedom, or the blessings of Christianity, to do his utmost to 
prevent their continuance. 

That this Meeting are further anxious to record their conviction that tl^ls ttf^ 
just and immoral system, as it exists in the British Colonies, derives great Bnp^ 
port from those commercial regulations, which, by conferring bounties, and pro- 
tecting duties on the produce of Slave Labour, not oiily materially enhance its 
price to the British consiimer, but increase the miseries of the Slaves, and ren- 
der their liberation more difficult. 

That if called upon by Parliament to contribute to the same, or even to a much 
larger extent, for the purpose of extinguishing Slavery, than they now pay for 
its support, this meeting woiild cheerfully obey the call ; but that to the exist- 
ing regulations of the Colonial Trade they entertain insuperable objections ; be-: 
cause while these regulations violate the recognised principles of sound com- 
mercial policy, and impose on the nation a heavy pecuniary burden for the main- 
tenance of Slavery, they tend to couhteraict the hope of its reformation, they 
serve to aggravate and perpetuate its evils ; and they involve the people of this 
country still more deeply in the guilt of upholding it. 

That it appears to this Meeting to be their bonnden duty, and. that of erer^ 
individual who acknowleges the claims of humanity and justice, to promote 
with all their influence the fulfilment of the pledge given by the Government ana 
Parliament in 1828, on this subject ; and for that purpose to lose no time in ear- 
nestly and respectfully petitioning both Houses of Parliament, that they will 
be pleased to take the great work of Colonial Reformation into their own hands i 
and in accordance with their own Resolutions, and the vrishes and prayers of 
the nation at large, to bring the state of Slavery itself to the earliest practicable 
termination in every part of his Majesty*8 Dominions. 

A Petition founded on these Resolutions was unanimously ad<^ledi 
and it was further resolved^ 

That his Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester, whose unavoidable absence 
on this occasion the Meeting lament, and, whose invaluable services they are de- 
sirous of gratefully recording, be respectfully requested to present the petition 
to the House of Lords, and Mr. Powell Buxton that to the Commons. 
HThat this Meeting eagerly embrace the present opportunity, both of presenting 
their heartfelt acknowledgments to their revered Vice-President, William WiU 
berforce, Esq. for his gratifying attendance on this day, and for his conduot in 
the Chair; and of testifying their deep sense of his services, which, during & 
long and arduous Parliamentary life, he has rendered to his country, and to the 
world at large : and especially of that indefatigable, but tempered zeal, witii 
which he has so unceasingly and successfully Consecrated his powerful talenta 
and fascinating eloquence to the vindication and relief of suffering hnmani^. 

This, and all otker publications of the Society, may be had at their ogUe 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, HatchardSylST, Piccadilly, and Arches, CornkiU. 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots qf the Anil's 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 
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Paipq£EDiN(»s OF THE Qenerax MEETiKtj of the ^nti-Slavef^ 
Society f held at FreemfisorCs Hall, Great Queen-Street, I^incolvLi Inn 
Fields^ cm December 2\st, 1825- 

Mil. Wif^BERroRCE having -tfllken the chair, lie assured tbe meeting 
that It was with unaffected diffidence he had obeyed the caU of many 
kind friends in presuming to occupy the chair. He felt that havin^g 
^eeii ^M>mpeHed by indisposition to retire from his more proper scene of 
labour in Parliament, — it did not become him to occupy so prominent 
a situation as that which he filled on the present occasion. !6ut he also 
felt that he ought not for a moment to consider any motives of a per- 
gonal nature when he was called upon to fulfil a great and impoitaot 
duty to God and man. Believing, therefore, tluit it might be lt>r 
the interest of the cause that he should occupy the chair, without fur- 
ther parley, he consented to the proposal. Uuey were assembled ^or 
4he purpose of Petitioning Parliament to urge forward tiiat reform in the 
state of the Slave Population in the British Colonies, which would place 
that popi^ation in a condition to enjoy and appreciate the blessings of 
enfranchisement ; — a consummation that Parliament had pledged itself 
to bring about as speedily as possible. Of the necessity and propriety of 
^uch an application to the Legislature no one could entertain a doubt 
who recollected the circumstances attending the long contest on a sub- 
ject similar to that which now occupied their attention — ^he meant the 
abdlkion of the Slave Trade, it was in consequence of the people 
of ^England taking up ttiat cause that it was at last renderea suc- 
cessful, h was at the present moment the more necessary for the friends 
-of humanity to bestir themselves, because a large and active party was 
formed to oppose them. It was by the union of people of the middle 
class of society, amongst whom was comprised the greatest portion of 
virtue and understanding in every free community, that they must hope 
to render their cause successful ; one step towards which^ was their 
assembling on the present occasion (hear, hear). He was happy to see 
'Several gentlemen present who would be able to point out the situation 
in vdiioh Uie cause at present stood, and what measures it was aeces- 
iiary to take thereupon* 
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The Report of the Committee of the Society, as given in the la$t 
Number of the Reporter, was then read. 

Sir J. Macintosh, in rising to move the first resolution, observed 
that, it gave him great pleasure to contemplate that on the present 
occasion the chair was filled, that their cause was served in the very 
van, by. the^ venerable and illustrious person who was the deliverer of 
Africa, as far, at least, as this country was concerned, from the scourge 
of the Slave Trade, and who, he trusted, would live to co-operate in 
the delivering the British empire from the scourge of Slavery. Upon a 
subject which had been exhausted, if he might use the phrase, by the 
feelings of every one's heart then present, before one syllable had 
been uttered, it would be unpardonable in him to address the Meet- 
ing at length, even if it were otherwise, convenient to do so. He would, 
therefore, shortly state the reasons of his continued and unshaken zeal 
for the cause in which they were engaged. He felt the most zealous 
wishes for the success of the cause, because he considered its success 
indispensable to acquit the consciences and clear the honour of the 
British people ; and because, in sincerity of soul, he believed its 
success would, more than any other measure, contribute to the 
safety and welfare of the European inhabitants of the colonies ; and, 
lastly, and above all, because he thought it would raise a million of 
human beings to the condition of men. Sir James Maciotosh'^ then 
referred to the Report of Mr. Dwarris and its striking inconsistencies. 
It was impossible to imagine that any beings in human for.m> could 
exist in such a atate of degradation as these unhappy Slaves were 
described by him te^ be in. To one passage in particular he would call 
their attention as sho\^ing the grievous disqualifications under which the 
Negroes labour in procuring redress for injury. The passage occurred 
ill Mr. Dwarris*8 Report of the Judicial Establishments of Barbadoes, 
and is as follows : — " In a case of even very grievous bodily injufy, in- 
flicted upon a Slave by a. manager, the sufferer himself, or his l^lave 
brethren who were present, qannot give evidence, even though all the 
free persons on the premises should have been designedly sent out of 
the way. In such a case, a Slave is not allowed to be a prosecutor. 
Maimed^ mutilated, disfigured, dismembered, his wounds must be the 
only tongues permitted to relate, his wsongs I " Such is the condition, 
(Sir James went on to remark) the degraded and defenceless condition, 
. of the unfortunate and devoted inhabitants of our Colonies. What then 
must be our surprise to meet in the statements of this very same Re- 
porter, an eulogy on the happy state in which the Slaves live under this 
degraded condition ? " But left to himself,'' the Reporter informs us, 
. " the poor Slave is generally contented and happy. Possessing a spot 
to which he is commonly attached, looking to his master for support ia 
health, c£^re in sickness, and advice and help in distress and difficulty, 
the improvident Negro, far from pining in misery, dances and sleeps, 
trifles and dreams away life, thoughtless, careless, and happil}r ignoniDt 
of his own unprotected conditiou^and of the impotent fury of the laws." 
— What ! is it then possible that a human being, who may be ' maimed, 
mutilated, disfigured, and dismembered' with impunity, can frisk and 
dance, and dream away life in thoughtless ignorance of his unprotected 
condition ? Are these the persons, who, we are to SMppote, lead, as 
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they art dMcHbed to do| a lift of luxarkmi eD^oyment ? Should we not 
rather say, that there could not be a more hamiliating^ picture of human 
degradation than that presented to us by persons who could be con- 
tented under such a condition of existence ? As had been Very properly 
ttiggested in the Report just read, ** supposing such a picture as this to 
be ruiUzed on ihe estates of a few of the few resident Planters, yet in 
mhaA respects does it dliFer from that which nairht be given» by many «» 
English gentleman, of his stud of horses^ or ol his kennel of boawdt? 
The comforts and enjoyments of the Negro, on the shewing of Mr. 
Dwarris, were, like those of the horse and the dog, exclusively of the 
animal kind.'* The illustration was most appropriate; the comparison 
was just. It appeared to him that this ingenious writer, Mr. Dwarris, 
had studied poetry more than truth. He appeared to have had in hia 
view a well-known passage of one of our most celebrated poets (Pope), 
in which he points out the wise dispensations of our Creator in assign- 
ing ignorance to the brute creation as a mitigation of their condition : — 
* The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 
Had be thy reason, would he skip and play ? 
Pleased to the last, he crops the flowVy food, 
And licks the hand just raised to shed his blood.' 
This was the passage which doubtless Mr. Dwurris had in his eye, when 
he spoke of the gaiety with^^which West-Indian Slaves could dance and 
amuse themselves, whilst the same cruelty could be extended to them at 
is shewn, and often, lie must say, with wantonness and depravity, shewn 
to the brute creation. This was a passage which thej poet introduces to 
* justify the ways of God to man ;' it shewed how, by ignorance of their 
sufferings, he mitigated . the condition of the brute creation. And it 
suggested to our ingenious writer, the parallel case of a million of our 
fellow-creatures reduced to a similar degradation. If this, then, was to 
be regarded as a state of happiness, it was a state of happiness that 
could only exist by extinguishing within human beings, the capacities of 
thought, intelligence, and reflection, — by depriving them of the desires, 
affections, and passions of ordinary men — by brutalizing them, — nay, 
by worse than brutalizing them : for to reduce a human being to the 
level of a brute, it was necessary to deprive him of reason and reflection ; 
and the degradation thereby inflicted upon him was greater than even 
that of the brute. In 1 823, Parliament passed Resolutions which declared 
the necessity of adopting some effectual and decisive measures for miti- 
gating and improving the condition of the Slave population in the West 
Indies, with the view to their admission ultimately to share in the civil 
rights of the rest of His Majesty's subjects. At that time, Mr. Can- 
ning declared, that if any contumacy should be exhibited with regard to 
them by the Colonists, he would consider that a case upon which he 
would be authorized to claim the interference of Parliament. One of 
the things recommended in the Parliamentary Resolutions was, that 
the evidence of Slaves should be made admissible. How had this 
recommendation been received in one of the greatest Colonies ? A 
Resolution to that effect was proposed in the Assembly of Jamaica, and 
rejected upon a division of 34 to 1 — that was, the whole house divided 
against the maker of the motion. Here was one of the least object 
tionabie of the recommendations of Parliament rejected indignantly. 
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Wsw net ttiU in' act of oontMftaby ? Wat H mot Mi^g lo Fftvliaitttfiit — 
'* Here V^e srra mavtert , and we ^It not ahtf ad^ par0 of our 23av« 
Codift at yobr recommendatron ?" After a^bgfzin/|v for haTitt|f ^h^amed) 
tbig Meeting so long, Ae honoar able ^atleHvan eoncluded ^h anoting 
thie first Resoiuticm. 

Mft. BaotJO^lAir, iu rising io second lAe ri^sohtl^oVv, s^M, that ke would: 
detain the tneeting but a very few momentsi; The friends 6f tke caiBSe^ 
^e^e charged witft vrofence, with enthusifasm, with hot 2^al, becitretf 
th^jT f^h for the sufferings of 830,000 of fherr l^ltow crtfatures ; beeauae 
t^ey beheld that their condition had not oAty not h&sn improved, bm 
bad grown worse and worse ; and because this aroused their feelings of 
hUMamty, they were accased of proceeding with rashness and preer- 
jpntancy I Rashness in what ? In having waited without advanciing one 
step (o*«raards the accomphshment of thew object lor a <)uarler of a ceaH 
tary ? Then they were charged with taking their accounts of facts hem 
partial or ignorant sources. Well, tberr answer to this was, that not 
one word should be stated but what had cortie fr*m under the 
planters' own hands and seals. His Learned Friend, $ir J. Macintosh, 
had alluded to the report of Mr. Dwarris. He (Mr. Browgham) gave 
that gentleman credit for the candour of that report, because he was 
hhnfself a planter and the ot'ner of a Slave Estate on which were 1230 
Negroes; and therefore had to contend with prejudices arisiag frovaf his 
situation, and with feelings of personal interest. He had be«n asao^^ 
ciated, in (he discharge of the dirty which he had been ConftmissioDed to 
perform, with another gentleman, who was not placed in similar cir^ 
cmnistances ; Lut the latter, unhappily, was no more* However, he (Mr. 
Brougham)' certainly thought that Mr. Dwarris's statements, to many 
respects, evinced great candour^ and at all events they were soifirieBt 
for their (the Society's) purpose. JAt, Dwarris stated that in Barbadoes 
th^ slave had uo protection against his master^ This nnght have been 
written before the passing of the late Barbadoes act ; but even if he 
had seen that act at the time, he did not thmk Mr. Dwarris woald have 
altered his expressions on the subject unless it were to express his dis- 
at^probation of it. ** Previous to 1824," said Mr* Brougham, " there was 
no law in Barbadoas by which cruelty to a Shve^or even the torture, or 
mutilation^ or dismemberment of a Blave, was punishable. In 1824> 
however, a clause wis introduced into tlie new act to the following 
effect I and here let me beg the nttention of the meeting, and they will 
at otice perceive the nature and extent of the protection afforded to the 
vrretched Slave, even by this last and best edition of the Barbadoes 
Slave Code. — * Whereas it is highly expedient to restram owners, and 
others having the government and the direction of Slaves, from 'm- 
discriminately, w anion ly^ and Cruelly exercising the power they possess 
over Slaves ; and ai the cruelty of punishment by ffogging necessarily 
depends much more bn the laanner of inHicting it than upon the number 
of stripes, it ils therefore most conducive to the ends of humanity' [not 
lo hmil the number of lashes, but] * to trust to the discretion and good 
feelings of the justices before Whom complaints shall be made/ Herty 
thten^ are the wretched Slaves not protected by law, but turned over to 
the *■ humanity' first of the master and his delegates, and then of the 
juatices (they themselves always Slave*Owners), b«fore wliom ooa ip iaiii te 
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iltM to ftaldvr II i« Airlhar eirectsed, aikl i beitedv ytni' ta mark tbe 
««tetii of f Mitectioa dsitended to the Negroes bj thtt < ¥H«e' and * sain- 
faiy fHe«ieruYer. k iff endoted, flUI if any perioit eommtts, or cavaes to 
W committed, anry waaton [bet of cruelty towards any Slare, or slidl 
#aB<only, malveiously, and cmtVtj whip, beat, or broise any STare, suck 
pi^raoo, o« convictioii before two jviaCices, roar be — *— what do yo« 
ll»nk ? Stibjected to some adequate punishment? Ok, no: he may be 
fined 25^. currency, or aboat \1L sterling f So that yon see an? one 
may torture k Slaye ; be may bnitse and crush his body ; he may inflict 
vpoft him every cruelty sbort of dismemberment or death, even crueHiea 
front which death wouM be a relief, and vet d<oe« he pay not moi^ than 
abe«t 17/. stertimg: and obaerre, that the 17/. mentioned hereis^the 
TfMurmtmt^, and may be reduced to Y7{f. according to the pleasure of the 
jaaltces be^e whom the eomplatntts made, hnd yet this act received 
the sanction of the legislature of that inland ; nay, it was even described 
hf the gentleman who proposed it at an act which would do honour to 
Ibemaelves, and endear their remembrance to posterity. Nor is this al!. 
By the same act, any person mtymahn, mutilate, or dismember a 
Slave, and be Kable, on conviction, only to fine or imprisonment, (no f^ 
ninmm or maximum being ^ed), as the Court shaH think fit. It was in 
tkfS ialand that, previous to 1 805, the murder of a Slave, when it could 
km proved, was punished by a fine of IH. sterling. In 1805, that act 
was repealed, and, in its stead, it was enacted, that any person wilftiUy 
■laHciofrsIy, wantonly, and without provocation^ krilrng any Slave, ahaff 
be adjudged guilty of felony, and shall suffer death without benefit of 
clcnrgy^ But the nature of the prorocation was not defined ; so that let 
a Slave but hold up his finger — nay, let him but look cross or dissa- 
m6ed— let him even use an irritating or contemptuous expression, there 
is at once sufficient provocation, the poor wretch's life may be taken 
with knponity. The words • without provocation* have sinca been 
erased from the law ; but it still remains the law, that if any person 
^>»ll unibrtanatel^ kill by accident the Slave of another, he shall only 
be liable to an action at law lor the value of the Slave; or if any Slave 
shall be killed while committing or attempting to commit any robbery, 
theft, burgkry, or arson, or in the attempt to maim or injure any White 
person, the person killing any 8t»ch Slave shall not be punished for the 
same ^either capitally or otherwise. Such are some of the enactments 
which wiN endear the remembrance of the Barbadoes legislature to 
posterity ! 

'' Let ni now," continued Mr. Brougham, ^' look at the other side of 
the account, and contrast with the impunity of the White the punish- 
ments to be indicted on Slaves, as well as the sort of ofiences of 
which they may be guilty. I find It enacted, for example, * that any 
Slaves guilty of quarnelling or fighting with 'One another ; or of insolent 
language or gestures' [mark that] * to any White person ; or of swear- 
ing, or ottering any obscene speeches ; or of drunkenness, or making, 
selling, throwmg, or firing squibs, serpents, or other fire-works ; or of 
oock-fighting, or gaming ; or of riding on a hater gsiit than a walk ; or 
of driving on a faster gait than a gentle trot ; or of cruelly whipping or 
beating any horse, meo'e, mule, ass, or other cattle ; or of negligently 
driving any cart, ^., or of any disorderly conduct or behaviour, shall, 
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on e^Tict^n b«for« a nagislrate, be'r-What do ypa thipk ? fj U e n oo d 
to a week's imprisonment, or fined a few shillings ?— No ; shall ba 
«• whipped at the disoretion of such magistrate, not exceeding thirty-ntne 
stripes r Agam, it is wisely enacted, that ' any Slave who shaU hear 
any other Slave speak any words tending to mutiny or rebellion, or 
shall kqaw of his having gunpowder or amis in his possession for pur- 
poses of rebellion, and shall not immediately disclose the same, shall 
suffer death, without benefit of clergy, or such other punishment as the 
court may think fit/ Here is legislation with a veugeaooe ! You see 
that the Slave who hears another Slave use words tending to rebellion 
(of which tendency, mind, he is, in the first instance, constituted the 
sole judge) must make up his mind not only that such is their. tendency, 
but also that the White judge to whom he is to make the communi- 
cation, will also make up his mind that such is their tendency ; and if 
he does not do this — that is to say, if be does not make up his mind be- 
forehand, to be of the same opinion with the White judge to whom he 
is to make a communication — then is he to be hanged without benefit 
of clergy, or be liable to such other punishment as the Court may think 
fit. It^ is needless to say much more upon this act, which is to entitle 
iU frajners to the grateful remembrance of posterity." After expr^stng 
a strong hope that the example now set by the metropolis would be fol- 
lowed by meetings throughout the kingdom, the honourable and 
learned gentleman concluded by observing, that unless the necessity of 
adopting the measures they here recommended was now urged upon 
Parliament by the united voice of the People of Great Britain, the 
wretched Slaves would remain in their present miserable condition for 
another quarter of a century. 

Ma. F. Buxton rose to move a string of Resolutions, and in doing 
so, be would not affect that he appeared before the meeting with 
any faint-heartedness. Their cause had made rapid progress; a 
change had taken place which must lead to the speedy downfall of the 
system — 9 change, not in the minds of this Society, for they had 
always hated Slavery ; but a change in the minds of the people at large, 
who began to feel how abominable the system waf , and how many mil- 
lions it cost them. It had often grieved him to perceive the incredulity 
with which their (the Abolitionists') statements wefe received, particularly 
in the House of Commons ; but it had not surprised him, for it was diffi- 
cult to believe that such enormities existed in any part of the British 
dominions. But now the West India Planters have become their own 
historians, the system appeared, from their own confessions to be 
worse than it had ever been represented by its bitterest enemies. They 
(the Abolitionists) stated in the House of Commons, that the cart-whip 
was the principal stimulant to labour in the West Indies; they were told 
diat that was a gross falsehood. Gentlemen of reputation came forward 
and said that they had resided there, and never witnessed it, or heard 
the music of its lash ; whilst others admitted that it had been seen on a 
few estates, where, however, it was only exhibited tied across the driver's 
shoulders, not for the purpose of flogging the (Negroes, but as an emblem 
of authority-^as an ornament, but not for use. But mark ; the legisla- 
ture recommended that the cart-whip should be put down ; instantly a 
cry was raised from one end of the Colonies to the other i the cart-whip 
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wai declared to be inditpebsabley to long at Slarery exitted ; aad the 
Plantert replied , ** WeH, we will aboliih thit omaroent, bat jon matt 
give us compenBation for our Slares to the amount of many milltont 
of pounds." The hon. gentleman then animadrerted upon the monttrout 
nature of a system that allowed wives to be torn from their hutbandt, 
and children from their parents, and read adTertiseraents from Co- 
lonial Newspapers in proof of his assertions. He next dwelt upon the 
horrors of the Negroes' condition, subject as they are, botn men, 
women, and cl^ldren, aecording to the retoms of the Fiscal of Ber- 
bice, to frequent and barbarous cart-whippings, and other dreadful in- 
flictions, at the caprice of proprietors or overseers ; and pledged him- 
self never to cease his exertions, until the odious and abominable system 
was abolished. After congratulating the Meeting upon the promise of 
his learned friend to brmg the subject forward early in the ensuing 
Session of Parliament, he concluded by reminding them that they had a 
sacred duty to God and man to perform, which he called upon tkem 
to discharge manfully. 

Mr.Denman seconded the Resolutions proposed by Mr. Buxton in 
an animated speech, in the course of which he eontended, that althoash 
laws in other* countries were blessings to the inhabitants, those of me 
West Indies were rather intended as curses to the unhappy Slaves in 
those Colonies; and that what was there.called trial by jury, had not 
one quality of that noble tribunal about it but the name, which it dis- 
graced. The honourable and learned gentleman took a rapid survey 
of the different questions connected with this subject, which had 
lately occupied the attention of Parliament, to show that the system 
could not be allowed to continue much longer, and to prove the ne- 
cessity of the gradual but rapid (iifstead of slow) emancipation of the 
Slaves* Mr. Denman's address was received with great warmth of 
approbation. 

John Joseph Guritey, in moving the adoption of the petition, 
suggested that some precise period should be fixed, beyond which no 
person should continue, and no child be bom, a slave. 

D&. LvsHiNOTON said, wherever the great question of the AboHtton 
of Slavery was agitated, he wished to attend, for the purpose of giving it 
his humble, but zealous support. It was necessary at this period, that 
public feeling should be aroused upon this momentous question ; for, 
in proportion to tlie difficulties they had to encounter, should be their 
exertions to surmount them, h was true, that the Resolutions passed 
in the House of Commons in 1823, proclaimed the repentance of that 
House for having ever sanctioned Slavery ; but he should never believe 
that repentance sincere until he saw Parliament come forward, and, at 
whatever price, profess their readiness to remedy the evils they had 
caused in our Colonies by their votes. But the House of CommoUs 
could do but little unless backed by the voice of the people. It should 
be recollected that the supporters of the Abolition of Slavery had, in 
the House of Commons between fifty and sixty interested opponents. 
Alas ! private interest there too often interfered with public duty, and 
those who had gain and emolument in view were much more active 
than those who merely endeavoured to achieve a public good. There- 
fore it was, that every exertion should be mada— every nerve should be 
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ikore wa« «iny truth ta ^'Ao$ophj ; oi they w«re i9 place t^onfidence. in 
Ihe^nhcffed W-ord-of God (hiiafielf-*-iiti¥aB knposf^ie to believe >^at sueh 
a syefcem icould contimie if) teicist. £t wsas never ^ven by -God to man, t9 
bold U« feUow-man k ^awery. tte had 'Cisiiily embarked in fthis cauae, 
and he .pladiged himsetf fliever >ta xcrtine from it w)lil ibe objoete 
tiiey rhad in •wttewahaald be Attaioed. Every ihing .«hont t>f /a itotfti 
Abolition of Slavery, he £onsideced tts un6atisfaett(»<j, and ending oM^T 
in t^isappQtnbment ;and diseoBtent. AJmigibty Ood, in bis wisdon^ .never 
gave it toiirail oonan to adc^ a f}oi»ae ^iniquity, and then tp ittop sluart 
and say^ <80 far will ligb And ne farther a the e«il,if not.altogeAier 
rooted out, dmist go on kcreaeing, and prodiicing stiU added fmiseqr 
and distress. • The learned ^Doctor, nfter a splendid and ^wiell snearked 
eulc^imn upon die wortl^ Chairouaa, proceeded <to point out Mr. F. 
BuKton as the moat fit suod /proper person to Iread in histsteps, aad 
preoeat their .Petition inibeHpuae ofGommoiiis; iinitbe>Hoiiise'Of Lords, 
he conceived, they could not intrust their Petition to any imore aealona 
and ^nndeviattng friend ithan His Ec^fiil Higbneas tbe I>uke of Glou- 
oeeter. The 3tipport6rs of the Abolition ^f Slavtery took thak ataad 
npon the eternal principles of iruth and justice, and it woulld be nei^ 
to blaaiihemy to doubt tof their success. The snpporteis QfitheQues* 
tion \n Parliament, would nse tbeir fbest lenertions^—tbey only sought 
the aid t>f the people;; iso supported, ithey wpuld fight (the battle, .audi 
please God, would )aohiev^ the viotoiy:. The learned 'gentleman <e€m- 
eluded by moving j^e fourth fteaolntion. 

Mr. Cropper, in laecending ^ Resobitien, 4Rointedout,an stsongand 
forcible terms, the igreai advantage wbioh free labour had ovier Ibe 
vorkpesformsd by Slaves, and in support of his argument alluded to 
^iffevent cases .in the j£ast;and jVV.est IndieS) aud N<^rth Caiolina. 

A Motion of thanks to the Chairman was then put, and oaaried 
unanimously, ;when 

Miu WiLi&BitF0RC£ rose land said, I will rnot detain ypu loisg at (bi# 
late hour. 1 shall simply say that I ha^ fcndes^voured to ido the best I 
oould — J hope all of yxHi will do tbesiame, with spirit and 'resolution. 
How long shall this abomipable system oontiQu.e ? We are SNusvFarablB 
to God and our country for its pf elongation, and tare bound to call Qut 
the s^nse of :tfae<iountry, were it only for ^ ss^e of the Planteiis them- 
selves. The slaves know tbey have rights ; they 'have had reason to 
hope for the restoration of them^-^tbe cup of freedom has been held to 
their lips, .and. has been dashed down again cbefi^ie they oould taste it« 
That there be ik> more of this oru^l trifling with ,tbeir feelings — 4et Par- 
liament itsdf enact Jk^ws for their emancipation. The same objections 
-Wiof e made to the Abolition of the Slave Trade that are now urgedagainst 
$he (emancipation of slaves ; yet tbey who urged them then, afterwards 
expressed their approbation of that ^measure. Let us do pur duty, and 
PailUament will do ithaurs, tand univesftal satisfaction jand happiness will 
be jthe result. 

Thisy and ail oth^r publications of the Society, may he had at their affile 
18, Aidei^manhury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch% CornhilL 
They may also be proeured through any boohselUr, «r at the depots tf^he At^tU 
41ia«M|f ifiMifly tkr9Uffh€mt ^Mmgdonu 
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London, 18, Aldermanbury, February 28, 18261. 

No. 9. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The " Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter" will be ready for delivery on th« 
last day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred. All persons wishing 
to receive a regular supply are requested to make application to the Secretary, 
at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by 
which they may be most conveniently sent. 



JAMAICA. 

We beg to call the attention of our readers to the following extract 
from the Speech of the Duke of Manchester, the Governor of 
Jamaica, delivered on occasion of the prorogation of the Legislative 
Assembly of that Island, on the 21st of December last. 

(extract.) 

V Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Assembly^ 

**" Another year has-been allowed to pass away without any effectual 
measure having been adopted for the improvement of the condition of the 
Slaves. It does not become me to anticipate what the result may be of 
the great disappointment His Majesty's Government will experience, 
when they learn that the reiterated representations which have been 
made to you, to do what your own interest calls for as much as a due 
regard for those who look up to you for protection and relief, have 
totally failed. In obeying the instructions which I have received, I 
earnestly pressed upon your consideration the necessity of doing some- 
thing, if not to disarm your enemies, still to satisfy friends, and, more 
than all, to convince Parliament that the urgent representations of His 
Majesty's Government had not been entirely disregarded." 

The same speech might be addressed, with equal propriety, to every 
Legislative Assembly in the West India Colonies. It is highly impor- 
tant, at the present moment, as showing how vain are the expectations 
of those friends of the Negro race, who look for effectual co-operation ^ 
from assemblies of men who are themselves holders of Slaves, and who 
are the representatives of a privileged class, brought up, and living 
under the influence of West India Slavery. For our own part, we must 
'^y,.that we are not at all disappointed by this result of the experiment 
-ivhich has been again made of the spirit and conduct of these assem- 
blies. Such a result was foretold in the House of Commons, when the 
task of devising and executing measures calculated to give effect to the 
memorable resolutions adopted on the motion of Mr. Canning, was 
committed to the Colonial Legislatures. Those resolutions acknow- 
ledged the SiaveSy in the British Colonies, to be fellow subjects of the 
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honourable men who occupy the benches of St. Stephen's Chapel. They 
admitted the principle, that these Slaves ought to participate in t^ecivU 
rights and privileges enjoyed by other classes of Hw Majesty's subjects. 
This was strange language for the cars of white n>en in the West Indies, 
who have been habituated from infancy to regard their Slaves — not as 
fellow subjects — not as persons, but as c/^a^^e&, thitigs to be branded with 
a mark as their property, to be bought and sold at their pleasure, and 
to be driven like cattle, with a cart-whip, to uncompensated labour. 
Our slaves, our fellow subjects ! Rights and privileges for our chat- 
tels! Surely the Right Honourable Secretary is beside himself. Surely. 
he has never breathed in the West Indies I 

We are not sure, however, that, but for the awful delay which it has 
caused in the work of Colonial reform, the course of again making trial 
of ,the disposition of the Colonists to carry into effect the recorded 
wishes of Parliament, may not, upon the whole, be attended with ad- 
vantage. He now knows from experience, that the Colonists are 
s^poiled children, ready to insult and malign the generous country whicli 
has too long forborne to restrain their petulance. The reception which 
they have given to the recommendations of His Majesty, framed in 
accordance with the resolutions above referred to, will enable him and 
his colleagues to come down to Parliament for counsel, under very ad- 
vantageous circumstances. He can'now say, that notwithstanding the 
forbearance and lenity exercised towards the Colonial assemblies, 
"contumacious resistance" has been made by them to the recorded 
wishes of Parliament*, and he can recommend, without hesitation, 
" the determined and persevering enforcement" of measures for melio- 
rating the condition of the Slave population, and for extinguishrng 
slavery in the Colonies. 

The British public appear to have foreseen that an application for coun- 
sel would be made to their representatives by His Majesty*s Ministers, 
and they are pressing forward, in all parts of the Kingdom, with 
Resolutions and Petitions to the two Houses of Parliament, in which 
they express their determination to support the servants of the Crown, 
in the execution of the arduous and important work which has been 
committed to them. That the work in which they are engaged is ar- 
duous as well as important, will be felt by all who consider that the prin- 
ciples recognized in Mr. Canning's resolutions are strenuously opposed, 
riot only by the Colonial Legislatures, but by that very mitnerous and 
opulent, and closely confederated body of West India propi'ietors, who 
have promtilgated to the British nation, and to the world, an uncom- 
promising assertion of right to the persons of their Slaves. These pro- 
prietors, with their agents, and consignees and mortgagees, form a very 
considerable component part of the legislature of this country, and 
eannot be succesfully encountered unless the ministers of the Crown bci 
p6werfully and promptly supported by the voice of the British people. 

Let, then, the British people, high and tew, "rich anid poor, who are 
not infected by West India interests, and West India connections, com- 
bine their efforts in the great cause of justice and humanity: let them' 
stand forth, in Petitions to the two Mouses of Parliament, as th« 

^See Speecli of Mr. Canmng in tbe Hoaiie of Commons, on the ISth May, lM9i. 
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avowed fdemls and advocates of their wretched filhw $uiyeclfij thie 
Slaves in the Colonies^ who are not permitted to speak for themselves 
— who have no tongues but their bleeding wounds to plead their cause* 
Let the British people acquit themselves manfully of an awful duty 
which they owe to God, the author of all the blessings which they 
enjo^, as Christians and as Britons. Let them especially declare their 
unwillingness any longer to uphold, by bounties and protecting dutieiy 
that system of Slavery which they abhor as cruel and unjust. Let the 
British people do this; and let them withhold their votes, at the ap- 
proaching general election » from those candidates who will not une^ 
quivocally promise to promote the mitigation and extinction of Colonial 
Slavery by parliamentary enactments. And let them, moreover, dis- 
courage the consumption of West India produce, and require from 
those tradesmen with whom they deal, to be furnished, as ^r as pos* 
sible, with the produce of the labour qf free men. Let them do this; 
a»d the system of Slavery in the Colonies, which is the curse and the 
bane of their country, must and will be done away. It cannot subsist 
without artificial and very expensive support, administered to it gratuit- 
ously out of the pockets of the poor, as well as the rich of the United 
Kingdom. By giving such support to a system of Slavery, and Hea- 
thenism — for no attempt has yet been made to reclaim the great mass 
of the Slave population from the state of heathenish darkness in which 
they were bora and have lived — the people of England are sinning 
against God, and against human nature. They are frustrating the pur- 
pose of Him who would have all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. They are keeping on a level with brutes those 
whom the great Creator made of one blood with themselves, and who 
are capable of participating in all the enjoyments of intellectual and 
immoital beings« 



SAMPLES OF JAMAICA JURISPRUDENCE. 

** Why should that wrong be tolerated in the West Indies, for which a ina« 
would be hanged in England ?"—<;. J. Fox. 

TO THE EDITOR. 

As the exposBne of abuses in a free country is usually the firi^ step 
taken to secure their reformation, I shall be particularly obliged by your 
inserting itie f^lowiag extracts from some Jamaica newspapers of re- 
cent date: 

** Public Advertiser, Kingston^ Jamaica, April 22rf, 1825 
" Sentence. — For Manslaughter. — ^The prisoner was put to the dock* 
and by his Counsel, Mr. Recorder, pleaded his cler^* — His Hono^ 
then passed sentence : — ' You were indicted for the wilful murder of a 
female slave, but the jury only found you guilty of man slaughter. It 
af^mared in evidence, that you were amusing yourself by discharging a 
loaded guu Uirough the window of your dwelling-house; after some 
time, this gun was reloaded by one of your companions, and you pro- 
posed firing it over an assemblage of negroes; he declined, when YOU 
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POINTED OUT A NEGRO OF YOUR OWN PROPERTY, AND 
PROPOSED TO FIRE AT HIM, he again declined; you then renewed 
your proposal to fire it over the crowd, and upon his refusing, you 
seized ihe gun, and he had hardly time to utter an exclamation of sur* 
prise, when you discharged the gun; the result was, that this female 
slave, who was sitting in the crowd, was shot, and the melancholy event 
was soon announced to you by the cries and lamentatums of her mother » 
By your HEEDLESS CONDUCT, you have hurried a fellow creature 
out of existence ; you have bereft a mother of a child, and you have 
affixed a stain upon your own character, which it will require a long 
life of prudence and humanity to obliterate. The humane jury who 
tried you, accompanied their verdict with a recommendation to mercy. 
We will give that recommendation its due weight, and not indict the 
full extent of punishment upon you ; we hope, however, that the punish- 
ment which we shall inflict will act as a warning to others, and make a 
due impression on yourself/ The prisoner was then^ sentenced to 
TWELVE MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT!!!" 

Such is the estimate given by Jamaica jurisprudence of the guilt of 
murdering a fellow creature, and that too in a case of the most aggra- 
vating character—" A DAUGHTER SHOT IN THE PRESENCE 
OF HER MOTHER,"^ whose cries and lamentations were, the expres- 
sive voice employed by sufiering nature to proclaim to her oppressor the 
extent of her own bereavement, and of his crime. To what a depth of 
degradation must not that man be sunk, who, without any kind or cfe- 
gree of provocation, openly invites another to take away the life of an 
unoffending fellow creature, and subsequently himself undertakes the 
public perpetration of it. Does ilot every circumstance in this tragical 
affair loudlv proclaim, that Slavery does deeply degrade those exposed 
to its baneful influence ; that it is a system, which, depressing one class 
to the abject condition of a brute — of a chattel — of a saleable commo- 
dity, and promoting the unrighteous exaltation of the other class— cor- 
rupts justice at the very source — perverts the good order of society, 
opens the door to every degree of despotism and cruelty, and occasion- 
ally leads to this dreadful consummation of it? Can we not also 
reasonably infer, that if the most heinous crime is thus committed for 
mere wantonness — that when interest prompts or provocation excites — 
all the catalogue of minor woes will be inflicted with the most unsparing 
hand? If their sufierings are not regarded in the first instance, what 
claim to consideration are they likely to have in those which follow? 

I will now give the substance of two other sentences passed at the 
1same time, and recorded in the same paper as the preceding. The 
first was for shooting a slave, who was severely injured ; but, as the 
wound did not prove fatal, the Court deemed six months* imprisonment 
a " commensurate punishment** I ! ! ! ! 

In the next case, it appeared that a poor abandoned black girl, wha 
had, for the worst of purposes, been invited into the prisoner's house by 
his own brother, was so cruelly beat by the prisoner, that two medical 
men declared the girl's life had been in great danger. For this gross 
outrage, the Court felt it their duty to award an adequate punishment ^ 
the prisoner was then sentenced to one month's imprisonment U ! 

With these accounts of the punishments awarded to the Whites for 
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tlieir transgressions, I will now contrast the punishments which await 
those who are ** guilty of a skin not coloured like our own." The first 
case is taken from the Royal Jamaica Gazette, June llUi to 18th, 1825. 
" Richard Price, a Wangee, marked REID on the right, and apparently 
H on the left shoulder; he was sentenced, at a Slave Court, to twelve 
months' hard labour in the workhouse, " for OFFERING VIOLENCE 
to a WHITE person!!!!" Thus a poor ignorant slave, for the mere 
c^er of^ violence to a white person, has a severer punishment, by ttoelve 
months* hard labour, than the enlightened white man receives who is 
guilty of the uuilful murder of the black. Lord Bathurst, forcibly struck, 
with the gross inequality of the punishments in the Bahamas new slave 
laws, remarks, — " Since the superiority of rank and education which 
belongs to the white inhabitant, is an aggravation of the offence com- 
mitted by him, there is an injustice in assigning to the aggravated 
offence the minor punishment* Let this just reasoning be applied to 
the above cases, and it is hardly possible to describe a course or proce« 
dure more directly opposed to every principle of equity. May the vic- 
tims of such oppression be speedily released from its grasp ! 

The next case is from the Postscript to the St. Jago Gazette, July 9th 
to 16th, 1825. King v. Tom — ^to Jno. Harrison, iSq. for being an in- 
corrigible runaway, guilty — workhouse FOR LIFE!!! 

Such is the present state of despotism and misrule in a colony of the 
British empire. Have we not, in these cases, most convincing proof 
afforded us of the truth of Dr. Paley's remarks, that " the West Indian 
Slave is placed for life in subjection to a dominion and system of laws, 
the most merciless and tyrannical that were ever tolerated on the face 
of the earth "? Must we not also admit, with the late excellent Bishop 
of St. David's, that '* the very existence of Slavery must be a heavy 
reproach to this country, and a disgrace to the age that can tolerate it" ? 
And must we not also cordially concur with Mr. Fox, that ** it is neces- 
sary to abolish Slavery for the sake of our jurisprudence, and of our 
character as Christians''? And as these cases have just occurred in a 
Colony, which we are informed, is ** already possessed of an improved 
body of Slave Statutes,** must we not agree with Mr. Canning, that 
*' despotism is, in all cases and under all circumstances, an incompetent 
and unsure executor, even of its own provisions, in favour of the objects 
of its power '"i Let, then, the representatives of a free people be ear- 
nestly petitioned to take this important work into their own hands, and 
bring this odious system to the earliest practicable termination. I ear- . 
nestly entreat the zealous co-operation of every individual, who values 
the blessing of personal liberty for himself, to commiserate the hard lot 
of this degraded suffering race of our fellow creatures, WHO, HAVING 
BEEN DEPRIVED OF THEIR LIBERTY BY AN ACT OF GROSS 
AND ACKNOWLEDGED INJUSTICE ON THE PART OF THIS 
GOVERNMENT, HAVE AN UNDOUBTED CLAIM ON US FOB 
ITS RESTITUTION. 

1 am yours, &c. 

JUSTITIA. 
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ANTI-SLAVERY PUBLIC MEETINGS, 



If id gratifying to obaervc the attention which the subject of Slavery 
is beginning to excite in every part of the Kingdom, and the many 
interesting Meetings which have been held for the purpose of petitioniDg 
Parliament for its amelioration and final extinction. Our limit* pre« 
elude our giving a detailed aecount of any of these Meetings : but we 
have much pleasure in presenting to our readers three excellent ad« 
dresses on the subject, recently delivered in different parts of the Icings 
don^, by men whose high station and talents give weight to every 
sentiment which falls from them« 

At a Meeting held in the City of Bath, on the 3d of February, 18^6^ 
the Lord Bishop of Bath and Wells entered the room, accom- 
panied by the Worshipful the Mayor; and having taken the chair^ 
opened the business of the Meeting by expressing the very sincere 
piea»are it afforded him to see so numerous and respectable an assem-^ 
blage as were met on this occasion ; affording, as it did, good and 
satisfactory proof that a question which involved the dearest interests 
of humanity, and which had for so many years been advocated by the 
associated efforts of virtue and eloquence,, was duly appreciated in this 
city. The system of Slavery was directly contrary to the precepts of 
our religion, and lathe dictates of humanity; for, «s in the case of war, 
although the Bible contained no specific prohibition of Slavery, yet it 
was impossible to look into a page of that sacred book, and not to see 
that the practice was substantially condemned by its letter, spirit, and 
essence ; and when the orb of Christianity shall have attained its zenith, 
and shall shed its meridian lustre aver the moral world, war and Sla- 
very shall no longer exist. Slavery is also opposed to the requirementsi 
of moi*aiity — that great law of right written in the heart of every man by 
the finger of God. In a word, it is contrary to natural as well as re- 
vealed religion. His Lordship then proceeded to remark, on the neces- 
sity of proceeding with prudence and caution, and with a due regard 
to the interests of all concerned. His Lordship then obviated the 
objection, that because the question of Colonial Slavery was now 
■nder the consideration of Parliament, there was no need of popu- 
lar representations to the Legislature upon the subject, by remark-* 
ing oa the very tardy progress which has been made, by Legislative 
measures, in mitigating the abject condition of the slaves, and 
said that the general expression of public feeling upon this question 
would have the effect of accelerating those beneficial measures which 
the Colonial Legislatures seemed by every means disposed to retard* 
His Lordship, expressed his '* sorrow and shame ** that the Slave Trade 
was even yet, in the 19th century, carried on by several neighbouring 
States, who still force from the soil of Africa her devoted children — 
severing the dearest ties of human kind ; and transporting the haplesa 
victims of rapine and cupidity across the waves of the Atlantic, com- 
pel them to toil in a Torrid Zone at the whip and will ef their merci- 
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less masters! He was not withmtt hope (hat the expression of public 
feeling in this country on the atrocities of Slavery may have an eflfect 
upon foreign nations, and thus accelerate the utter termination of the 
odious traffic in human flesh. His Lordship concluded by eulogising 
the moderation observed in the Resolutions and Petition that would he 
proposed for adoption ; said he was glad of the opportunity of aiding 
the object of the Meeting; that he did not think he had stepped beyond 
the line of his official duty in advocating a measure sanctioned alike by 
Religion and Morality; that, as a Minister of the Church of England, 
he should look back with pleasure on the act of this day ; and that the 
great desire of his heart was, that the blessings of rational liberty might 
be extended to all the nations of the earth, without distinction of colour 
or climate [Great applause]. 



At a County meeting held in Buckingham on the 17lh January, 

Lord Nugent was unanimously called to the Chair. His Lordship, 
in opening the proceedings, said, ** he should not detain the Meeting with 
any expression of the pleasure and pride he felt at being called to pre- 
side where freemen were assembled in the cause of humanity, justice, 
and liberty — in the cause of eight hundred thousand fellow men, and 
fellow subjects, deprived of the best gift of God to his creatures — the 
blessing of personal freedom : — of men, engaged jn the cause of their 
country's honour, which was still unredeemed, while one slave or slave- 
master existed under the shadow of the British flag. Even the Colonial 
Party bad begun to relent, and, instead of uncompromising hostility to 
all change, had adopted a different system, with the motlo * gradual 
abolition.' He did not like the phrase. Unprepared and sudden eman- 
cipation of a population of beings, whom the erimes of this country had, 
for centuries, taught to know no law but their masters* word — no govern- 
ment but that of the cart-whip — was not the object of the friends of 
freedom. The Planters knew it was not; but when tkey said, * gradual,' 
tbey meant ' above all things, and at all events, mind you do not advance 
rapidly.*' When we, said his Lordship, say, * gradual,' we mean, 'above 
all things, and at all events, mind you advance.* [Cheers.] Very im- 
portant progress had been already made. About four years ago, on a 
motion of Mr. Wilberforce's, on a day honourable to the House of 
Commons, and auspicious to mankind, the phrase ' ultimate emancipa^ 
tion' was first adopted there ; and in 1823, the House of Commons re- 
solved, that it * was anxious for the accomplishment of this purpose, at 
the earliest period consistent with the well-being of the Slaves, and 
safety of the colonies.' That vote no circumstances could ever here- 
after reverse or expunge [cheers]. The Colonial party asked for com- 
pensation. He would vote for compensation to-morrow, but never, 
never, as a matter of right. Never would he admit the right of one 
man to plunder another of his natural liberty — ^his heart was for ever 
shut against such a claim. England now paid 1,200,0001. m increased 
price of sugars and bounties on export, for the maintenance of slavery 
in the West Indies. He would willingly pay that sum directly, to re- 
deem 800>000 fellow subjects from slavery, and restore them to the 
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right that God had given them, at the moderate price of 11. 6s. per head 
per annum [cheers]. How often have we heard that the condition of the 
slave is on the whole preferable to that of the Eoglish peasant. Oh how 
often is this said, with a degree of gravity too which would be very be- 
coming in any proposition a little less monstrously absurd ! We see 
his hard life and scanty means of comfort, and even of existence, in this 
rigorous season too, and we are told that his condition is harder than 
the slave's. Indeed 1 Then shame on ourselves ! Attend to his wants, 
better his condition, raise him from the misery and de^adation to whick 
he is too generally reduced by that bad system called the Poors' Laws. 
But, in the name of common justice, common humanity, and common 
sense, use not his sufferings as an apology for th^ unspeakable horrors 
of slavery. At least, if he cannot always find a tender consideration of^ 
his necessities, the Engjish peasant can always find redress against 
barefaced outrage, nor can the hand of created man be raised against 
him unpunished [cheers]. Enjoyments few, comforts few, hardships 
many and difficult to endure ; but rights, God be thanked, intact and 
intangible — Rights which may look the proudest oppressor in the face, 
and which would wither the hand that would so much as dare to ap** 
proach them — Rights, which, if not imperishable, can perish only among 
the last expiring embers of the English Constitution [loud and repeated 
«heers]. But, slavery, how can we picture to ourselves ? — Scenes suck 
as in this land eye hath not seen, and such as it hath not entered into 
the heart of freemen but most imperfectly to conceive I We cannot 
generalise — we must take a single instance. Place the English peasant 
ifi his cottage ; surround him, like the negro, if you will, with every com- 
fort which a better climate and the interested care of a calculating 
master can afford ; surround him with his family. He looks at his wife> 
the partner only of his bondage ; her back, perhaps, striped with the 
lash, her wrists galled with the fetters, and on her shoulder the burning 
brand which marks her as the chattel of another — Subject, like him- 
self to the cruel caprice of a slave driver, to all the violence which unre- 
strained and irresponsible power never fails to engender in the human 
mind ; subject, perhaps, to worse — to the delicate partialities of her 
task master ! And these are the domestic reflections of a slave, until 
the crack of the thong calls him to labour, and tells him that reflection is 
not for the slave. — He looks at his children ; not the hope and pride of 
bis affections, but children born only to receive from him, and drink to 
the dregs the bitter cup of hereditary degradation — to inherit from him 
the hateful and hopeless portion of the brand, and the chain, and the 
cart-whip — ^A family whom he may love, but whom he can neither che- 
rish nor defend — and this is the condition of 800,000 British subjects 
[cheering]. It is said that slaves have no feelings to be wounded by 
this. Then a thousand times cursed he the system which has extin- 
guished such feeling within them ! But of this even slavery is not 
guilty, No ; the poor slave can feel as a man, and has feelings which 
would often put those of more cultivated minds to shame. 

* As the stern captive spurns his iron load, - 

And asks the image back that Heav'n bestowed. 

Proud in his eye the fire of nature burns, 

And;^ as the Slave departs, the Man returns!' [hear, hear!] 
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I would that th(»e vdio deny to the poor slave a participatloii in fedingt 
like our own, who libel the justice of creating^ rrovidence, and would 
cancel the charter by which God has given feeling and soul to universal 
man — I would that they bad but heard the testimony on that point, as 
I did, of a slave master, but one of the kindest of human t>eings, a gen- 
tleman who resided long on his property at St. Vincent's. He told me, 
4iiat after a few years* residence there, finding that the village in which 
his gang lived was unhealthy, and incommodious, he looked about for 
some better spot to build habitations upon for them. He fixed upon one 
with all the advantages that situation and good air, and, the inestimable 
blessing there, of good water, could give them, and he employed the 
gang to collect materials for building. One day, as he was superin- 
tending his preparations, one of the gang advanced to him as spokes- 
man, and begged he would be kind enough to say what he was 
making those preparations for. He pointed out the aavantages of the 
scite on which they stood, and told them he meant to remove them from 
the unhealthy swamp in which they were living. Suddenly a strange 
and universal groan burst from the gang. Divers slaves came up to 
him in attitudes of sorrow and supplication. They pointed to their vil- 
lage. One said, * Under that tree lies the body of a child I lost in its in- 
fancy.' Another, ' There are buried my parents.' A third * In that 
village I lived with my wife ; I lost her. Do not remove us from that 
spot? Let Him who alone can try the hearts of man judge between^ 
such feelings and those of the majority of the men in whose hands the 
mortal destinies of these poor creatures are placed ; between such feel- 
ings and those of the Legislatures of Barbadoea and Jamaica [hear, 
hear, hear !]. Why, then, driven to their last hold, the planters take re- 
fuge in the very citadel of their cause. They ask us, * Have we not at 
least an interest in the health of our labourers ? And can their health 
be better secured than by kind treatment ? Would any man who values 
his property abuse or overwork or starve his farm-horse V — Let us for 
a moment subdue the sentiments of disgust and indignation that spring 
pp to meet such a question ; let uaiforget every claim of right and reason 
and immortal soul ; ^ant that man is justly given to his fellow man as 
a beast of burthen and of toil ; and grant that the driver has the same 
interest and no passions — ^neither of which, I apprehend, is true; — then 
I turn from the case of the slave of the farm and of the household, to a 
worse state than either — the jobbing slaves ; a class whom it is always 
the business of the planters to keep out of sight in these discussions ; 
slaves kept by masters who have no land, to let out on jobs to those 
who have. And I then say that, whatever is the interest of him who 
works the poor horse in the mill to his last expiring sob, the same pre- 
cisely is the interest of the master of this jobbing gang. And who is to 
provide for the jobbing slave, when old age or hopeless infirmity has 
closed for ever the account of profit between his master and himself? 
But I turn willingly from these subjects, to one which may well inspire 
us with hope and confidence in the good work to which we have set our 
hands. Let us look back to the Slave Trade debates.'' It is cheermg, 
at least it is consolatory to see that the self-same opposition was raised, 
and nearly the self-same arguments, against the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, bntil the very hour when tlie slave ship went down with the bloody 
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flag still flying, went down amidst the cheers of a triumphant mi^^ty 
in Parliament, and a sympathising people ; the S)ave Trade, now named 
only among the foul crimes against which the laws of the land have via* 
dicated those of God and of nature, by declaring them felony by statute. 
The Slave Trade fi^ds no one bold enough now to defend even its me- 
mory. And yet, when we hear the Slave Trade reprobated, and slavery 
defended by the same persons, I must own I think the Slave Trade un- 
fairly treated. The abuse of defunct Slave Trade is a cheap price for 
the abettor of living slavery to pay by way of comprombe. But we 
eannot allow the Colonial party on these terms to cry truce with us, by 
stigmatising the Slave Trade. There is not one general principle on 
which the Slave Trade is to be stigmatised, which does not impeadi 
slavery itself. If Slave Trade is spoliation, the liberty of the man is the 
spoil, and his fellow man loses his title to the possession. If slavery is 
more to be authorised on one account than any other, it is because it 
perpetuates, and always must, a Contraband Slave Trade. The Slave 
Trade abolition is incomplete, rapine and murder are still carried oo, 
and by English hands too, upon the defenceless shores of Africa, and 
the murderous horrors of the middle )>assage still abound, and must 
abound, while slavery exists. It is with you, it is with the people of 
England, now to urge Parliament on to its duty. Great objects are in 
preparation for next Session. But we must look to your Petitions for 
' support. You have in your cause the gigantic powers of Mr.Brougham, the 
fascinating eloquence of Sir J. Mackintosh, the indefatigable activity and 
knowledge of Mr. Buxton and Dr. Lusbington, and you have the 
veteran and honest zeal of Mr. William Smith. 1 would advert to the 
invaluable assistance out of Parliament^ of one of the most distinguished 
supporters of this great cause, whose name, I trust, we shall be honoured 
with as a Vice President; but it would be the worst taste in the world 
of me to speak of him while his son (Mr. Stephen) is at my left hand 
[hear, hear fj I may however speak ; how can we here be silent? on the 
venerable and glorious example of his immortal kinsman, Mr. Wilber- 
force. May the calm evening of his pure and illustrious life be cheered 
and made truly happy by meeting the final consummation of the great 
cause with which it is identified [cheers]. I glory in the position in 
which you have just placed me in this society. I only feel shame in the 
length of time I have trespassed upon you. Yet let me implore in the 
name of your country, because of freedom, — in the name^f Justice and 
of Right, because of freedom, — in the name of Religion, — of that Being 
^ whose service' at least * is perfect freedom,' never to relax your efforts 
until they shall have obtained peace for Africa, liberty for those hundreds 
of thousands of fellow subjects, who are unrepresented here but by 
your 8ympathy,-r.and, though long delayed, the unspeakable glory for 
your native land, of leading the way before the Old Nations at least 
of the earth (some parts of the New World have set us a noble exam- 
ple), in that great blessing for the whole of mankind, the full and entire 
abolition of Slavery. — [This address was received throughout with great 
applause, which* lasted for some time after its conclusion.] 

On Wednesday, February 1, a Public Meeting for the same purpose 
was held at EDINBURGH, the Earl of Roseberry in the Chair. 
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During the meeting a slight opposition was attempted, but When an op- 
portunity was offered to the opponent to speak, he slunk away. We 
give the speech of Henry CocKBURH^Esq. Advocate, who addressed 
the Noble Chairman as follows. 

Hekry CocKBURKyEsq. Advocate: '* My Lord, I hold in my hand a 
Petition, which 1 propose to submit to this meeting, as proper to be 
adopted ; and after what you have heard, I have little more than to say, 
that ^t embodies the Resolutions which have now been passed ; and 
that from the bottom of my hearty I do most sincerely approve of all that 
this Society has done — of all that it is now doing — and of the great work 
which I trust it is yet destined to accomplish [applause]. 'Die fact is, 
my I.ord^ that we have now come to that stage m the history of this 
great question at which all doubts as to its material features are re- 
moved. I don't say that we have come to the time at which the railer 
is to be silent, or the selfish man is to avow that he is confuted ; but I 
do say that we are come to that stage in which no person, without 
plainly professing to resign bis understanding, can say, * I am still a 
friend of Slavery" [immense applause]. About a year or two ago, 
his Majesty's Government required the Colonial Authorities to send 
to Parliament a statement of what they had done for the amelioration of 
their slaves. They have sent that statement; and we now see, under 
their own hand-writing, how true their former statements were — and, if 
we only know them by their own accounts, we should judge more can- 
didly of them. We have it on the official reports of the Local authori- 
ties in the West Indies themselves ; and the essence of these reports is 
to be found in a book lately published, the name of which you will all 
observe, for I beg you will all read it for yourselves : it is entitled, * A 
Picture of Negro Slavery, drawn by the Colonists themselves.' This 
pamphlet any body may read in the course of about two hours ; it con- 
sists of about 150 pages, of which I should suppose, upon a guess, not 
twenty of them are written by any person but the colonists themselves. 
These pages contain the evidence by the West Indian planters, why 
Great Britain should no more interfere. These pages contain the 
proofs that they are going on perfectly well. Now, my Lord, if there 
be one person in this room, who has not yet read every page of that 
terrible record, that person has not done — not what charity asks — but 
what justice demands in behalf of the family of man [applause]. Since 
the commencement of the long annals of human atrocity, I don't be- 
lieve that such a picture ever met the human eye. .There was an old 
Italian poet, who had passed through many personal sufferings, and 
lived in the most troublous era of his country's history, who was pos- 
sessed of a fertile and gloomy imagination, and who, with the pen of 
fiction, sat down to embody in words all the terrible conceptions of his 
soul. This was a cause to exhaust his genius by supposing his enemies 
and human c/iminals placed in an aerial region of his own making, and 
in assigning to them all the dreadful punishments, all the terrible em- 
ployments, by which he thought that guilt ought to be visited. It has 
always been imputed to that genius, that it is in some degree absurd, 
by the extravagance of his fictitious wretchedness. — Gentlemen, I as- 
sure you, jupon my personal authority — for I have read the book — that 
all the horrors of the dark fancy of Dante are exceeded by the actual 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 

horrors which pass every day ia our own islands upon those whom we 
hare torn from their country to put them there, protected by what we 
call our laws — shielded by what we term the charity of our religion — 
sprung from the same origin with -ourselves — partakers of the same 
common nature — destined to the same immortality [great applause]. 
I tepeat, that if there be a person here who has not read that terrible 
and affecting record, let him go home, and let him not stay tiU he has 
got and read it. I repeat the title again. *• A Picture of Negro Slavery, 
drawn by the Colonists themselves,' — what, in this presence, I could 
not read one word of; and I know that the hardest heart I address, 
cannot read one page of it without feeling that heart to beat quick; 
that ere he reads another, his blood will grow cold ; and that he will 
shut the book at last, astonished and confounded at the atrocities which 
he, by his silence and apathy, should be the means of committing upon 
those persons [applause]. And I trust that no squeamish delicacy will 
prevent any man or woman who hears me going through from the be- 
ginning to the end of it — ^you will not spare yourselves the horror and 
laceration of heart, the sickness which its disgusting details inspire — 
go on to the end — and then refuse to sign this petition if you can 
[cheers]. The fact is, that contemplating what the colonists themselves 
have told us is the improved condition of their slaves, it is to my mind 
one of the most humiliating pictures of the weakness of bur nature that 
we -can speak or hear so coolly of such a subject. We are living in the 
midst of our personal and domestic comforts ; we rise in the morning, 
and the sun shines on our employments ; we close the day in the midst 
of our pleasures, our business and our families. But we consider not 
during these last twenty-four hours, how many of these slaves have 
suffered all that tyranny can inflict — all that humanity can endure. We 
think that because we attend a casual meeting, and sign our name to a 
petition, we have done enough; and we do no more. And yet we 
meet every day with the most sensible and amiable persons, possessed 
'of what is called a good heart; — ask them to think of this matter, ask 
them to come here, — they shake their heads, look grave, and give a few 
sighs for the sufferings of humanity ; but they tell us, that they do not 
like to interfere, — they return to their own selfish pleasures, wrapt up in 
the complacency of their own minds ; though we tell them that we 
want no more than the expression of their voiced and that by their si- 
lence they are increasing the miseries of their fellow-creatures [applause]. 
Adam Smith, that most accurate analyser of our moral sympathies, puts 
this case : — Suppose a man, of what we reckon generous ent)ugh feel- 
ing, has some little ailment of his own — some scratch about the edge of 
his nail — ^he is as wretched as he can be; and he talks and thinks of 
nothing else but his scratched nail. Suppose a person were to meet 
this man, and to tell him, that certain news had been received that the 
whole empire of China had been swallowed up by a wave, and that three 
hundred millions of his fellow-creatures had in a moment ceased to 
Jive — what does he do ? The case the learned Doctor has put with a 
perfect knowledge of, but with a severe sarcasm on, our nature. — He 
will utter some well turned period on the precariousness of mortal Hfe — 
look sad for a little — walk to the end of the division of a street, and 
then return to his nail [laughter]. Many of us exhibit in our conduct 
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the fancied case put by this profound philosopher. Here are we, an 
assembly met for the mitigation ^nd gradual abolition of Slavery ; and 
yet, notwithstanding the acknowledged benevolence of our designs, and 
notwithstanding the respectability of this Meeting, we cannot muster as 
a society, more than five hundred contributors, to the extent of five 
shillings a year. But even, with that small sum, what instruction has 
not been poured upon the minds of these poor benighted creatures ! 
What shocks have not been given to that system of tyranny by which 
they are oppressed ! The mite multiplied becomes a treasure ; and if 
these mites were poured in from one ^nd of the island to the other, how 
many thousands might we not save from the worst of possible degrada- 
tions ! Why, then, is it withheld ? The truth is, it is the magnitude 
and enormity of the evil which prevents us from seeing it. If it was only a 
case of individual suffering, how easily would our sympathies be roused 
by it ! for we could then hear every groan, and see every tear, and 
mark the quivering of every muscle in our fellow-sufferer. It is when 
we can follow him through his whole tale of family sufferings, that our 
sympathies become fluttered, and we are all humanity. But, when we 
attempt to descjribe the wretchedness endured in distant islands of the 
ocean, and talk of hundreds, or thousands, or millions of sufferers; then 
our imagination is baffled by the conception, and we fall back on the 
generality of our nature, and. repose in thought upon the continuance 
of this evil, as we do upon the continuance of some of those evils in the 
moral and natural universe, which we cannot account for, and which we 
know man cannot remove. But could we only see the real circumstances 
of a single slave for a single day — I cannot tell you of them — ^how dif- 
ferent would be our sensations! Imagination cannot conceive, nor 
words express, what these sufferings are — where every principle of hu- 
man nature is subverted — where all the extremity of distress is suffered 
that man can bear, and all the extremity of insolence which power and 
selfishness can inflict or man sustain — where there is life without the 
liberty of making the free use of their own limbs — ^labour without pro- 
perty — ^^families without lawful relations — wrongs without redress — 
punishment without guilt — minds in which memory can remember no 
early education, fancy anticipate no era of repose [murmurs of ap- 
plause]. — And yet, with all this, we are cold to the prosperity of this 
Society ; and if our funds were allowed to become exhausted, in the 
next year, as they were in the last, and if our Petition shall be allowed 
to go forth without the great and united voice of this pKce, every ob- 
servation made will apply to every individual who shall be conscious 
that he has not done what in him lies to forward the objects of that 
Petition. I know that is a common sentiment among many — and it is 
a very dangerous one, for it encourages apathy — that we ought not to 
exert ourselves, for we cannot succeed. Many say, * What can we do? 
This system has lasted a hundred years, and Government has done all 
that is requisite without our interference ; we need not disturb our- 
selves, for we cannot succeed/ My Lord, I have no more doubt of the 
ultimate success of this measure, than I have of any future moral good. 
There is nothing I anticipate more confidently in uiis earth, than that 
the West Indian Islands will yet become the abode, not merely of the 
£nglbh language, but of the principles of the English Government, and 
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of Eog^lish justice, and also of the pEBi cij ri fi (^ the Christian Religion 
[applause]. These islands, iavowed with all the bounties of nature, 
have hitherto been cursed only by the selfishness of man. I will say, 
that though we were assured we could not succeed, that should not 
abate one jot our holy ardour in this sacred cause. Success is not to 
be commanded by men, but, speaking in a certain sense, all is in the 
power of man while he governs the world. We oug^ht never to fail in 
using those means by which success may most prooably be obtained. 
Had mankind always despaired in this manner, where would have been 
the Reformation ? Where the English Revolution [cheers] ? Or where 
the Redemption of this country from the persecution, which Scotland 
endured a hundred and fifty years ago [immense applause] ? We should 
remember, that even if we fail, there is an elevation of sentiment — an 
independence of character — a consciousness of the desire of usefulness, 
which renders failure in such a cause a greater delight than ordinary 
success without a struggle, and for a useless end [applause]. Let, 
therefore, no man imagine he does his duty when he sits down at home, 
with his hands folded before him, and says, there is a place hemmed in 
from the regions of the earth by a circle of wretchedness, whose people 
do not bear the same colour with us, — they speak not the same language, 
there is. a little interfusion of water between us, we do not hear their 
groans, — ^we will not attend to them. Let it be remembered, it is only 
the person who does his duty, that can look the sun in the &ce, and say, 
this is not my doing. Ther6 is nothing so imp6rtant in moral life, as 
to connect great principles with great causes ; and there is nothing so 
utterly heartless and contemptible, as the mind of that creature, who, 
wrapt up in his own ease, exclaims, * I won't succeed ; and therefore I 
won't exert myself.*'* 

The Learned Gentleman concluded his address amid loud and con- 
tinued plaudits. 



Subjoined is a specimen of the disgusting advertisements which con- 
tinue to occupy a large portion of every weekly Royal Gazette from the 
Island of Jamaica. If the enormities here exhibited had been sooner 
held up to the view of the British public ; that vile system of slavery, 
which still perpetuates tkem without blushing, would not now pollute 
any territory subject to the British crown. We will not cease to call 
the attention of our countrymen to these abominations, so long as they 
are suffered to exist. Here are human beings, whom in their own per- 
sons, or in the persons of their parents, British subjects kidnapped or 
bribed others to kidnap in Africa, — ^bought and sold like cattle and other 
chattels, without regard to family ties, in countries absolutely dependent 
upon Great Britain for protection, and peculiarly favoured by her com- 
mercial code, and that to the prejudice of other dependencies where such 
atrocities arc unknown. Here are human beings seized and sold in 
execution for their master's debts : — others, whether freemen or slai^ei, 
apprehended and committed to the nearest workhouse, only becanse their 
complexion is dark ; and, if unable to produce documents of freedom 
which may have been stolen from them, and not claimed by any owner, — 
sold after a while to pav the expenses of their committal aod confiner 
ment! Read these advertisements, British labourers— free thou^k 
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poor, tad blush for tho§t who tell you that tbett tlaTes are beUef off 
than you. Blush for those who tell vou in the face of tliese documenti, 
that their slaves are not branded andi cruelly mangled I 



Royal Jamaica OazeitCf Dec. 10, 1825. 
Portland, Dec. 6, 1825. 
Notice is hereby giveo, that on Tuesday the 20th day of the pi^seftt 
month, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, I 
shall set up to Public Sale, at the Court House of this Parish, a Sailor 
Negro Slave, named William Drummond, distrained onfarieuces^ 
arrears of taxes against Arthur A. Jones Esq. JoRV Steel, C. G. 

St. Andrews, Dec. 9, 1825. 
Take Notice, that on Monday the 1 9th day of Dec. next, I shall put 
up to Public Sale, at the City Tavern, Kingston, between the hours of 
ten and twelve in the forenoon, a Field Negro Man William, levied on 
for taxes due by Mr. George Rickard, Mount Elizabeth. 

Caleb M. Littlejohn, C. C. 
St. George's Workhouse, Oct. 19, 1825. 
Notice is hereby given, that unless the undermentioned Slave is taken 
out of this Workhouse prior to Monday the 19th day of December next,- 
he will on that day, between the hours of ten and twelve o'clock in the 
forenoon, be put up to Public Sale, and sold to the highest and best 
bidder, at the Court House, Buff Bay, agreeably to the Workhouse law 
now in force, /or payment of his fees : 

Thomas sdias John JR^etkolds, a Moco, 5 feet 5 inches, marked 
B E on the right, and R S on the left shoulder, country marks on tem- 
ples, to John Reynolds, Esq. Pimento Grove, St. Thomas in the Vale*' 
July 18. — Ordered, That the above be published in the newspapers 
appointed by law, for eight weeks. 

By order of the cotnmissioners, 

Henry Burgess, Sup»' 

Royal Jamaica Gazette^ Dec, 31, IS25. 
Apprehended Deserters, 
In St. Andrew's Workhouse, Dec. 29, 1825. 

Rowley, a Creole negro man, 5 feet 6| inches, marked apparentlv- 
E O on the breasts, and mark not plain on the shoulders ; has a mark 
of an old sore on the outer, part of his left leg, and the second toe of 
his right foot is lost; to George W. Strupan, Esq. Vine Yard Pen, in 
this parish. — Oct. 6. 

William, alias William Allbelly, a Nago, 5 feet 7J inches, 
marked apparently D B D on left shoulder; has country marks on his 
back and stomach, also lick marks on his back, and his teeth are filed ; 
to New Castle Plantation, St. David's. — Nov. 23. 

Hardany, a Creole boy, 5 feet 1^ inch, has a small scar on his left 
cheek, blister marks on his back, pouting lips, and speaks thick; to 
Mr. Davis, tinsmith, Kingston. — Dec. 22. 

Hyslop Lawrence, a Chamba, 5 feet 8 inches, has lost some of 
his lower front teeth, scars on shin of his left leg, which is swoln» 
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marked not plaiir, apparently on both shoulders, is rathec elderly ; to 
Mount-Rose Pen, St. Mary's.— Dec. 23. 

Gift, a Creole, 5 feet 5 inches, two of her upper front teeth are de- 
cayed, and marks of flogging on her back ; to Robertsfield Plantation, 
Port Royal Mountains. — Dec. 24. 

Maria, a Creole, 4 feet 11 inches, has ^ mark of a cut on her fore- 
head, lost the use of her right side ; says she formerly belonged to Dr. 
Alvarenga, who sold her to a Mrs. Benjamin, a person of colour, Har- 
bour Street, Kingston. — Dec. 29. 

„, Jn Spanish Town Workhouse, Dec. 9, 1825. 

Sarah, a Coromantee, 4 feet 10| inches, marked I B on'shoulders, 
prominent lips, lost the second and third toes of her left foot, and also 
one of her lower front teeth; to Mr. John Bryson, Clarendon. — Nov. 28. 

James, or James Williams, a Creole, 5 feet 3 inches, marked 
W R in one, on different parts of his shoulders, a part of the second 
and fifth toes of his left foot are lost, and has a large scar on the left 
side of his head; to one Robert Henry, Kingston. — Dec. 10. 

In St. Ann's Workhouse, Dec. 21, 1825. 

Andrew Biggs, a Mundingo, says he is free, but cannot shew any 
document ; that he was formerly a pioneer, and was attached to the 
33d regiment, stationed at Falmouth. 

STRAYS.— In St. Catherine's Pound, Dec. 24, 1825. 

Oct. 10. — Light Bay Mare, no brand mark, long tail, hind feet white. 

Not. 23. — Bay Stone Mule, marked N on near side and S on ofl'side. 

Nov. 25. — Light Bay he Mule, long tail, marked R on near side, and 

two spots on the back. Donald M' Bean. P. K. 

In St. Andrew's Pound, Dec. 29, 1825. 

Dec. 16. — Black and White Cow, marked apparently I Y W, sent in 
by J. P. Tardiff. 

Dec. 22. — Brown she Mule, hogged mane, docked tail, sore back ; 
sent in by D. Sutherland. Caleb Blades. P. 
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PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT ON THS 
SUBJECT OF SLAVERY. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS, March 1, 1826. ' 

Mr. F. Buxton rose, pursuant to notice, to present the petition from the in^ 
habitants of the Metropolis, for ^e Abolition of Slavery in the Colonies. It' 
was more numerously signed than any petition that had ever before been pre- 
sented to the House. The number of signatures was 72,000. Following the 
petitions already presented that evening firom many other populous and enlight^ 
ened places, it proved beyond all doubt, the great and lively interest taken by the 
public with regard to this question. He, therefore, should avail himself of thig 
opportunity to ask the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Canning) what was the course 
his Majesty's Government intended to pursue as to the amelioration of the condi- 
tion of the slave population in the Colonies ? He would not enter into the general 
argument of the question, but he would state the precise position in which, at thia 
moment, it stood. In I82S, his Migesty's Government said that it was a ques- 
tion of such vast importance, and of such extreme deli<;acy, that they desired 
to have, it placed in their hands. Those by whom it had been brought forward 
consented to the proposition, and it was accordingly transferred to the care of 
Govemmefit. On that occasion the Right Hon. Gentleman stated iiis opinion* 
very folly regarding the general question of Slavery, and he (Mr. Buxton) hav- 
ing since attentively and deliberately considered the Right ^Hon. Gentleman's, 
speech, could find no material distinction between his views and those of the 
original promoters of the discussion. The Right Hon. Gentleman was far from 
attempting to justify the existence of slavery as a desirable or even tolerable 
state of society ; and he had admitted that the principles of the Christian Reli*. 
gion and the spirit of the British Constitution were equally favourable to the 
extension of freedom to all who lived under their influence and protection. Th« 
Right Hon. Gentieman was a decided advocate of the gradual extinction of 
what he treated as an unquestionable evil. He would. not trouble the House by 
reading at length the resolutions with which the Right Hon. GenUeman, on.that 
occasion, concluded his speech. It was enough to say, that their purport was 
clearly to pledge the House to an amelioration of Slavery so effectual, as to lead 
to a participation, on the part of the Negroes, in all those civil rights and privi- 
leges which the rest of the King's subjects ei^oyed ; in other words, to the final 
and complete abolition of Slavery. In pursuance of these resolutions, his Ma- 
jesty's Government had framed an Order in Council, which they intended to 
i>ring into operation in those Colonies which were immediately under the autho- 
rity of the Crown, and to recommend to the Colonies having Legislatures of 
tkeir own^ as the basis of their legislation for the Slavs Population. That Order 
1 
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in Council, though defective in some material respects, certainly contained 
many excellent regulations. It provided, that Negro evidence should, under 
certain restrictions, be admissible in the Courts of Lavtr ; the marriages of the 
slaves were legalized ; the obstacles in the way of manumission were removed ; 
the use of the whip, as the badge of authority and the stimulus to labour, was 
prohibited, and, as regarded the punishment of females, entirely abolished ; pro- 
vision was made for eventually putting an end to the practice of Sunday mar- 
kets, a«d Sunday labour; the property of the Negro was prot;ected ; and he was 
empowered to apply the property he might possess in purchasing either his own 
redemption, or that of his immediate relations.. On the discussion in 1823, to 
which he had referred, all parties seemed to be agreed in principle. The only 
question was, how ceuld the new system be brought, in the soonest and safest 
manner, into practice ? No doubt was expressed by the Hon. Gentlemen con- 
nected v^rith the West India interest as to the cordial co-operation of the Colonial 
Assemblies. The Right Honourable Gentleman, however, foreseeing, . as it 
now appeared, the true nature of the obstructions to be apprehended, bad de- 
iplared that^^ if his Majesty's Government encountered any opposition partaking 
of the nature of contumacy, he would call on Parliament to' perform its duty 
towards the Negroes, and exercise its power to compel the* melioration of iheit 
condition. The principles on which that melioration was to proceed were laid 
down in the Order in Council. Nothing could be more unequivocal than vsrhat 
was required from the West India Colonists ; nor could any thing be more 
imequivocal than the utter refusal, on their part, to carry into execution th^ 
proposed measures for the benefit of their slaves. He was anxious to avoid 
the excitement of feeling ; and he would, therefore, only state the bare facts 
of the case. Generally speaking, he might, say that very little indeed had 
been done. In Tobago, the Legislature had certainly done something. They 
had altered the law of evidence, so as to admit the evidence of slaves against 
free persons in cases of murder and mayhem alone, and that under rigid restric- 
tions ; they had changed the market day from Sunday to Thursday ; they had 
reduced the discretionary power of the master from 39 to 20 lashes ; they had 
enlarged the number of days allowed the slaves for their own grounds ; and they 
had protected the slaves' property. In the Bahamas they had partially legalized 
marriage, and forbidden the separation of families by judicial sale. In Barba- 
does they had partially admitted the evidence of slaves against free persons. 
These he believed were all the improvements which had taken place, ^^ut even 
these scanty concessions had been accompanied v?ith the re-enactment of the 
worst features of the old system. His Majesty's Government, therefore, were 
obliged to withhold their assent from even the acts which contained these partial 
amendments. To this extent the Colonists had carried their attempts to meliorate 
the condition of the^r slaves. The House would see, by the contrast, how little 
they had attempted. They had not abolished the driving system, or the iogging 
ef females ; they had not regulated the use of the whip, except in the instances 
mentioned, or mitigated the arbitrary power of the master, or legalised the mar- 
riages of the negroes, or protected their property, or prevented them from being 
Bold separately ^om their families. They had not in any case given to the slave 
the power of redeeming himself. In Jamaica, two very insignificant acts had 
been passed, which were calculated to give some incidental advantages to the 
Negro, though, undoubtedly, the positive and direct advantagesbelonged wholly 
to the master. Nothing else had been done in that Colony, ^or, as far as he 
knew, in any of the other Colonies, having local legislatures, to carry into effect 
the recorded wishes of the House. The conclusion he drew was, that it was 
only within the walls of that House they could expect to see any measures en- 
acted, tending to the Abolitvon of Slavery. The fact was manifest, that either 
the House must renounce their pledge to the public in behalf of the Negro, or 
at once take the question into their own hands. He was anxious to say nothing 
that could give offence to any party ; but it was his duty broadly to declare, that 
it was his deliberate ancT confirmed conviction, that the House must do the work 
themselves, or suffer it to be altogether abandoned. He would now conclude 
by reading an extract from a speech of the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Canning), 
which far more eloquently explained his sentiments on the subject than he could 
himself state them. The eloquence of the passage, however, was its least praise. 
The prophetic spirit by which it was dictated entitled it particularly tp thepi-e* 
sent attention of the House, who would find that every apprehension 9xpressed 
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Ut it had unfortunately been realieed : — " Trust not the masters of -tltTes ia 
what concerns legislation for slavery ! However specious their laws may ap- 
pear, depend upon it they must be ineffectual in their application. It is in the 
nature of things that they should be so. Let then the British House of Com- 
mons do their part themselves ! Let them not delegate the trust of doing it to 
.those who cannot execute that trust fairly. Let the evil be remedied by an 
assembly of Freemen, by the Government of a free people^ and not by the mas- 
ters of slaves !" 

The Petition was then brought up, and ordered to be read. 

Mr. Canning expressed a wish that the Petition should be read through fully. 

The Petition was then read through accordingly. 

On the question that the Petition do lie on the table, 

Mr. Canning rose to address the House, and spoke to the following effect :*- 
Sir, before I answer the call made upon me by the Hon. Gentleman, 1 must 
refer briefly to the contents of the petition which he has selected as best calcu- 
lated to afford him the opportunity of making that call ; because, I presume, he 
considered it to embody, in the niost effective shape, the sentiments in which be 
participates.* I was desirous, therefore, to hear it read, in the hope, which ha« 
been realized, that I might be able to express my unequivocal agreement in its 
j)rayer. I perfectly concur in applauding the unexceptionable terms in which 
the whole of the petition is couched, and the propriety and moderation in which 
it suggests the attainment of its object, by the most safe and practicable means. 
In order to recall^as perfectly as possible, to the memory of the House, the cir- 
cumstances in which I stand with regard to this question, I will take the liberty 
to request the Clerk to read the Resolutions I moved in 1823. I am particularly 
anxious that the very words should be piesent to the House, before I answer 
the question of the Hon. Gentleman. 

The Resolutions passed by the House, on the motion of Mr. Canning, on the 
15th of May, 1823, were then read. 

Mr. Canning resumed. I wished not only to have the resolutions read which 
I had the honour of moving, but the resolution which was originally proposed by 
the Hon. Gentleman himself, and by the unanimous voice of the House super- 
seded by mine, because, as the Hon. Gentleman has referred to what I said, as 
to the existence of slavery being incompatible with the principles of the British 
Constitution, and the spirit of the Christian Religion, I am desirous the House 
should undeistand in what degree I agree with that proposition, and in what 
degree I dissent from it. Undoubtedly no man can affirm that the state of 
sla^ ery is consistent in the abstract with the principles of the British Constitu- 
tion. Still less is it accordant with the mild and benignant spirit of Christianity ; 
but as the resolution was originally moved by the Hon. Gentleman, it was an 
obvious inference from the statement of that truth, that the incompatibility of 
slavery with those principles, and with that spirit, was of such a nature as to 
take away the exercise of all discretion from Parliament, as to the mode of re- 
moving the evil. It was to be abated at once as an intolerable nuisance. Gra- 
dual means were discarded as unfitted for the occasion, and the whole system of 
slavery was to be destroyed by the general voice of the community, as a state 
of things which Religion could not endure, nor the Constitution suffer one hour 
longer to exist. I am exceedingly unwilling to discuss the principles of religion 
in a place where religion ought rather to be referred to, than directly brought 
into debate. But I must say, that though the spirit of Christianity, in the course 
of ages, gradually extirpated the slavery it found every where prevailing, yet, 
I believe the precept is no where to be found, which proscribes it as absolutely 
unlawful. In various countries it consisted with that state, and never, by its 
early teachers, was declared to be essentially incompatible with it. If, there* 
fore, the proposition means any thing beyond an expression of religious feeling, 
it is not true. In all ages of the world, the spirit of the Christian Religion had 
tended towards the extinction of the evil, by slow steps indeed, but with un- 
erring certainty. So with regard to the British Constitution ; if it be contended 
that slavery cannot co-exist with it in any part of the King's dominions, the 
proposition is undoubtedly untrue ; but it surely is not untrue that *the freest 
Parliapaent of the freest country in the world has, knowingly, and with its eyes 
open, tolerated in parts of its dominions the existence of slavery, more or less 

• See for the petition in question, the Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. VII. 
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modified, and for more than a century countenanced and encouraged tbe main^ 
tenance of that condition. * Do I therefore contend, that it is not our duty to 
make those changes, which are conformable both with the spirit of our religioD> 
and the principles of our Constitution ? Certainly not. The difference bjetween 
the resolution moved by the Hon. Gentleman, and that by which it was super- 
seded, was, that his allowed no pause, and admitted of no qualification. The 
'resolutions adopted by the House, on the contrary, recommended gradual mea- 
sures, • and did not propose, by setting up a principle, to overthrow at a bloW 
a system which Religion has tolerated, and the Constitution has permitted to 
grow up under its protection. If the conduct of his Majesty's Government be 
judged with reference to the resolutions unanimously passed by the House, and 
not by the spirit and tendency of the resolution which was sujperseded by them, 
1 hope to satisfy tl^e House, that, going upon the principles laid down in those 
resolutions, we have not been unsteady in our measures, or unmindful of the 
cause to which we stand pledged. Those resolutions were passed in May, 1823. 
Copies of them were immediately transmitted to the several Colonies in the 
West Indies, and in the first instance we attempted, by exhortations, to induce 
them to act upon the principles of the^resolutions, leaving to tivsmselves entirely 
the mode of action. And I did hope, at that time, that that most desirable re- 
sult would have been attained, and am now ready to admit that I have been 
dfsappbinted. The following year I had the honour to state to the House the 
expedient to which Government had resorted on their first disappointment. 
That expedient was to embody in an Order hi Council those measures which 
appeared most necessary for the reformation of the negro population. Thi^ 
Order in Council was carried into effect in those Colonies in which the Crown 
'. had power to act without the concurrence of a local Legislature.t To the other 
Colonies it was also sent, with an urgent recommendation that its principles and 
forms should be adopted by the acts of their own Legislatures. That recom- 
mendation, the Hon. Gentleman says, has been totally without effect ; and the 
result shews, he contends, that Parliament is compelled to resume the delega- 
ikon it had made of its powers to the Government, and take steps of its own, 
ibr the accompHshment of its object. It is true that I did state, that if a spirit 
9f- contumacy appeared on the part of the Colonies in the shape of a determined 
resistance to the yiews of Parliament and the recommendations of Government, 
I would not hesitate to come down to this House, and ask for the powers neces- 
sary to quell the threatened opposition. I do not deny, that I meant to imply, 
that if such a case did arise, I would advise that we should enforce whiat they 
contumaciously resisted. The wMe question between the Hon, Gentleman and me 
is, whether that case has arisen, and whether it is. now necessary that Parliament 
should take back the powers they have intrusted to the hands of Government, 
in order to adopt a new course of a more direct and precipitate nature ? Though 
I see much to blame in the conduct of the Cotonixil Legislatures, I am of opinion 
that the case of contumacy has not arisen. I do not deny that I have seen symp- 
toms which have alarmed me. I do not deny that I have seen indications of a 
spirit, that may in time become a spirit of contumacy ; but I will hope to the 
last ; I will carry my forbearance longer, perhaps, than reasonably I ought, 
before I precipitate a step which necessity oiily can justify. As to the conduct 
of Government, the points in the Order in Council are, 1 understand, on the 
whole, those which the most sanguine fiiends to the abolition ojf slavery, con- 
sider such as it is most prudent aiid useful, in the first instance, to submit to 
legislation. I have not heard it intimated that there are any points which eyen 
the West India interest consider to have been rashly introduced. Qn the other 
hand, I have, not heard of any material omission tending to the prejudice of the 

* It is difficult to account for the yiew which Mr. Canning has thought proper 
to take of Mr. Buxton's resolution as contrasted with his own. \Iii order to 
'shew how groundless the whole of the attempted contrast is, it is only necessary 
to transcribe that resolution. It was as follows : — ^*That the state of sliavery is re- 
pugnant to the principles of the British Constitution and of the Christian Religion 
and that it ought to be gradually abolished throughout the British dominions, 
with as much expedition as may be consistent with a due regard to the well-being 
</* the parties concerned.** 

t It has in fact beten carried into effect only in one of these Colonies, TrinidacJ, 
^nd partially in another of them, Demarara. 
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flare. [Mr. Broogiuun dlMented from tfaii propofition.] With respect to the 
regulations recommended in the Orders in Council, I find, by the latest returns, 
that the recommendation as to relig;ious instruction, has been modified, more or 
less, by different colonies ; but out of tweWe, eight have taken cognizance of it. 
Respecting the receiving of slave evidence, seven out of twelve have either 
adopted the recommendation now, or have had such a regulation prevailing. 
On the subject of marriage, I fear that five only have done anything towards 
forwarding the recommendation. As far as regards the security of .property^ 
eight have take cognizance of the Order in Council, or had some security before* 
In regard to manumission, seven had either the recommendation carried into a 
more or less perfect slate before, or have adopted it now. The recommendation 
respecting the separation of slaves from the estates, I am sorry to say, only four 
have adopted ; but to the adoption of this recommendation, the obstructions 
which exist are rather of a legal than a moral nature. On the subject of the 
non-separation of families, only five have adopted the recommendation ; eight 
have adopted the recommendation for mitigating the severity of general punish* 
ment ; and, with respect to the corporal punishment of females, I am sorry to 
say, the recommendation has only been listened to by five, although it is by far 
the simplest and shortest and cheapest mode by which a disposition could be 
implied of complying with the wishes of Parliament, and which I had thought 
there was no one legislature could have hesitated to adopt. Of all the cases 
which can be imagined, this is an instance of refusal which can be explained 
upon no other ground than a disposition to fly in the face of the legislature. In 
the only remaining instance, and the most difficult of execution, that of the 
establishment of Savings Banks, the recommendation has been adopted by twe 
only. This is the information which has been received.* The question now 
before the House for discussion between the Hon. Member (Mr. Buxton) and 
myself is, whether the period has arrived when the conduct of the Colonial 
Legislatures has assumed a resistance so obstinate, and a contumeKousness so 
absolute, as to render it necessary for us to abandon the course we have already 
pursued, and to stir at the present that great question, upon which, if necessity 
should arise, ' I shall have no hesitation in expressing my opinions — ^I mean the 
question of legislating for our Colonies. I cannot pretend to deny that the late 
proceedings in the principal Colonial legislature have filled me with sentiments 
which I do not wish to express. I confess, that when I remember the many 
trials which have taken place in that coun^, and the instances in which, life 
has been taken away on so small a portion of questionable evidence — when I 
contemplate the result of those trials upon such evidence, and see that in 
Jamaica a bill for the admissibility of slave evidence was thrown out — a mea- 
sure in which the question of human life is concerned — when I witness pro- 
ceedings so sanguinary — but I would rather address an imploring voice to the 
legislature, and entreat them quickly to wipe away the stain : and from some 
circumstances which have come to my knowledge, I have the greatest hopes 
that, in the next session of the Colonial Legislature, an act will pass to accom- 
plish this object. I am anxious to give them another chance for that desirable 
consummation, which we all should rejoice to see take place. I am desirous to 
give space and rest for a fair trial ; but I am not at variance with the Hon. 
Member (Mr, Buxton), except as to the question of degree. If due advantage 
be not taken of that space and rest which is permitted £hem, it may then become 
the duty, if not of Parliament to take out of the hands of Oovemment that trust 
which I hope they have not unfaithfully executed, at least of Oovemment to 
<^ upon the Parliament to arm them with additional power. It would not be 

* After a most careful examination of all the means of information accessible 
to the public, it does not appear, whatever cognizance the Colonial legislatures 
may have taken of the above topics, that any of them has passed an act for em- 
powering slaves to redeem themselves ; or for preventing the sale of slaves de- 
tached from the estate ; or for abolishing the flogging of females; or for esta- 
blishing savings banks. One only appears to have provided for the repose of the 
sabbath ; two for the legalizing of marriage, and the restriction of the driving 
whip ; and only three in any degree, and that a very slight one, for the security 
of property ; or for the non-separation of families ; or for the mitigation of 
arbitrary punishments ; and in a very restricted measure indeed, for adraittinf 
the evidence of slaves. 
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answering tlie question of the Hon. Gentleman, if I did not statf , that during 
the remaining interval it is the intention of the Government at home to take 
such steps as will bring the intentions of the Colonial Legislature to a fair trial 
— ^it is the intention of his Majesty's Government to direct the introduction of n 
Bill into each of the Legislatures in their next session, embodying the Order in 
Conncil, so as to ensure the acceptance, rejection, or modification of the recom- 
mendations which it contains. The House will then understand there are three 
gradations in the course which has been pursued. 1st. The vote of this House 
was sent to the Colonial Legislatures, coupled with the recommendation of the 
Government to accede to the principles which that vote comprehended. That 
having been refused^ the Government threw out an enactment of its own, en* 
forcing those points in which it had the power, and recommending those oUier* 
in which it did not exercise its authority. That having failed, we now propose, 
that a Bill, founded on the principles to which this House has acceded, should 
be sent to each Colonial Legislature ; and upon that Bill they must come to 
some decision, subject to the various modifications which the dilferent circum- 
stances of each Colony may require. I should be therefore extremely sorr>' that 
the course of experiment should be disturbed, for I am persuaded that there 
exists in the Colonies not only much resistance, but misconception. In many 
cases, too, they expect some compensation equivalent to what they consider the 
deterioration of their property. I am at a loss to know what deterioration can 
arise,' except by withdrawing the service of their slaves by compulsory manu- 
mission — and their compensation in that case they would find in the appraise- 
ment of the slave so withdrawn from his ownership. But in the case of the 
general amelioration of the condition of the slave, compensation i^ not to be 
given [cheers]. Their best compensation they would find in the increased value 
of the slave's labour — in his increased happiness and comfort — in his elevation 
from the condition of a brute to a state approximating the dignity of man. 
Many of the objections which now exist may be done away with in time ; the 
experiment is at least worth making ; and I should much regret that Parliament 
should take any step to intercept the chance of a plan, which, if it succeeds, 
will be much more acceptable than any forcible measure ; and if it should fail, 
Parliament would at least have the consolation of not having resorted to the 
ultimate measure until they had exhausted all their expectations of any thing 
being done by the Colonies themselves. Coercion must be applied to confirmed 
contumacy — but that degree of contumacy has not yet arisen, to call for its 
exercise. I do confess, I have seen some symptoms displayed, which the 
Government would much desire to see done away with. But time may render 
any extraordinary interference unnecessary ; and during the interval which 
shall be left for the trial of the experiment, I mean to supply an omission, 
which I am at a loss how it could have occurred at the passing of these resolu- 
tions — I mean to propose that these resolutions be communicated to the House 
of Lords, for their concurrence. I have now stated the whqle amount of what 
the Government proposes to do. I trust the House will agree with me in 
thinking that it would be inexpedient to make any attempt at legislating in the 
present session ; but I do so, neith(§r denying the abstract power of Parliament, 
or the possibility of an occasion arising for its exercise ; but simply not admit- 
ting that a case has arisen to call for its exercise at the present moment. 

In reply to a question from Mr. Brougham, intended to elicit more explicit 
information as to the improvements which had been effected by the Colonial 
legislatures, Mr. Canning replied with some hesitation, that, he believed that as 
to the admissibility of evidence, steps had been taken for carrying into effect 
the recommendations of the House, in St. Vincent's, St. Kitts, and Grenada. 
On the subject of manumission, only one Legislature had adopted the recom- 
mendation. As to the separation of families, and general punishment, Tobago 
and St. Kitts had attended to the suggestion. St. Vincent had done something — 
Grenada something-^ajid as to the driving system, St. Kitts. 

Mr. Buxton wished to know whether, in Jamaica, which contained one half 
of the Black population, any thing had been done ? The Governor had said 
that in last December, after another Session, nothing had been done towards 
amelioration. 

Mr. Canning said he was afraid, that, with respect to Jamaica, nothing had 
been done, except the measure for allowing slaves to take by bequest. 

Mr. William Smith said, the House ought to be informed whether it was the 
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intention of the Right Hon. Gentleman, in case nothing was done before the 
next Session, to call the attention of Parliament to the anbject. The House 
ought to attend to the speech of the Duke of Manchester, at the close of the 
last Session, addressed to the House of Assembly in the month of last Decem- 
ber, in which he complains that they had allowed another year to pass away 
without any attempt to improve the condition of the Negroes. The contumacy 
of these Legislatures would be quite contemptible, did it not demonstrate that 
they would yield to neither kindness nor remonstrance, or, in fact, to any thing 
but force. In conclusion, tLe Hon. Member observed, that the sentiments which 
had been extracted by his Hon. Friend (Mr. Buxton) from a former speech of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Canning) with respect to the hopelessness of 
any benefit from Colonial legislation on the subject of Slavery, and which were 
expressed with equal force and eloquence, applied with as much propriety to 
the circumstances of the present times, as those in which they were delivered. 

Mr. Secretary pEKt. said, there were various points mentioned in the speech 
of the Hon. Gentleman, which deserved the most serious attention ; but there 
was one, above all others, upon which he could not avoid expressing a decided 
opinion — the qualification of slaves to give evidence in a court of justice. Of 
that he would say, that he hoped not one year, no not even a single session, 
would pass by without the enactment of some regulation upon the subject. A 
power of that kind, which would raise the slave, under certain c-onditions, t6 a 
state which would enable him to give evidence, might be rendered one of the 
safest, cheapest, and most effectual methods of commencing the amelioration 
they desired. It seemed to him that any measure through which the courts of 
justice might be no longer closed against the slave, would ultimately tend to fortify 
the interests, and secure the property of the master. For who were the persons 
to whom that evidence was to be offered? Why to the Whites— to a White 
Jury. Could it then be said, in opposition to such a proposal, that those who 
were to judge of the value of their testimony, were unreasonably prejudiced in 
favour of the Black population ? Quite the contrary ; a White Jury were in all 
cases to exercise their judgment as to whether that evidence was or was not 
admissible. He most earnestly hoped that there would not be a moment's un- 
necessary delay in giving full effect to the intentions of the Legislature on that 
important subject. In two or three Colonies the evidence of a slave was ad- 
mitted, in cases which did not affect the life or property of his master, and where 
no White evidence can be piocured. But, did the House see the effect of that 
law ? When White evidence can be procured, then the Black evidence is inad- 
missible ; and if that evidence should happen to be in favour of the person 
accused, then the Black evidence cannot be received to prove his guilt, even in 
the most glaring cases. What he wanted to see was, some principle adopted 
in their legislation on the subject, so that the responsibility of rejecting a black 
man's evidence should rest, not on the law, but on some known tribunal. Such 
a measure would be the first step to invest him with those rights which that 
House considered it right to bestow upon him. And if they were resolved to 
carry their intentions into execution, and raise the black population to the rank 
of human beings, he could not understand any reason why they should delay 
giving effect to their views, upon the subject of their testimony, a single mo- 
ment. The slave was liable to be summoned just in the same manner as an 
idiot might be in this country ; and it should be left to the jury to determine, 
when he appeared before them, whether they considered his testimony should 
of should not be believed ; and, for his pait, he could not conceive a mind, 
even the most deeply imbued with West India prejudices, who could see any 
danger likely to accrue to the life or the property of the white man, by invest- 
ing the slave with such a privilege. 

Mr. Scarlett could not help expressing his regret that Jamaica, one of the 
Inost enlightened, in the character of its white population, should be exposed to 
the censure of being foremost in its opposition to the wishes of the friends of 
freedom and humanity. He was sure, that if the gentlemen of that island were 
to give the subject the slightest consideration, they would see that their own 
interests were inseparably connected with the amelioration of the condition of 
their slaves, and feel an earnest wish to comply with the unanimoiis desire of 
all the civilized part of mankind. In his earliest years he had imbibed preju- 
dices against the condition of the slave population — viewed with horror the 
treatment they received, and felt the strongest desire to witness their entire 
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emancipation from the controul to which they were guljeeted^ But he thought 
tiiat they should rather wait eren the tardy measures of the Colonists, if they 
could by that means conciliate the masters, than by any language of intimida* 
tion, reproach, or blame, and more than all, of threatening, attempt to force on a 
premature and unwilling concession. Such a course would prove an effectual 
barrier to that object which they all had in view — the permanent amelioration 
of the condition of the slaves. He did not mean, however, to say that he did 
not highly disapprove of the reluctance exhibited by the Colonial Legislatures ; 
and he thought, that in the course they pursued, they seemed manifestly to be 
ignorant of their best interests. The measure recommended by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman respecting the evidence of tlie slaves, had his full coocurrence ; and 
he would conclude by expressing a hope that the execution of their intentions 
should be confided still to the hands of his Majesty^s Government, who had, it 
appeared to him, most worthily fulfilled their trust, and who would, he was 
convinced, give the most effectual operation to the recommendations of the 
House, united, as they were, with the desire of the whole kingdom. 

Mr. Phillips felt himself very much at a loss to understand the contrariety of 
opinion which seemed to prevail on the subject between the West India pro^ 
prietors resident in England and the Colonial Legislatures. He could not 
avoid believing, that much of the reluctance on the part of the Colonists pro- 
ceeded from their fears of such alteration affecting their properties. These pre- 
judices, however, would, he was convinced, gradually disappear before a better 
consideration of the question. He was old enough to recollect a time when the 
man who merely hinted at any thing like the emancipation of the slaves of the 
West Indies, was looked upon as a visionary enthusiast, who proposed plans of 
ideal happiness for that unhappy race which could never be realized-^and yet 
he had lived to see those very men, who had thus scouted the idea of all im- 
provement, vote themselves for that very abolition, and become some of the 
most ardent and zealous in their endeavours to carry its resolutions into effect. 
So it would be with those who now objected to any further alteration in the 
condition of the slaves ; and they would see the time when those who now 
oppose them will return their unmeasured gratitude for their exertions, and 
call that interference, which they now deprecate, a great practical benefit. He 
hoped they would steadily pursue their course, and leave the execution of their 
intentions still in the hands of the Government, who had gone on so prosper- 
ously to the consummation of their wishes. 

Mr. WiLMOT HoRTON would have seen with regret, any resolution of the 
House which would take the management of the question out of the hands of 
his Majesty's Government. If any man gave himself the trouble to examine 
the protests which have issued from the Colonial Legislatures, he would find 
that they all rested their objections to the measures of the Government, upon 
the conviction that their properties might be endangered and their authority 
over the slaves weakened, by the effect of the new regulations. In proportion as 
that fear faded away, lie was convinced their opposition would be abated ; as it 
seemed to him a matter of certainty, that no abstract love of slavery influenced 
their actions, either at this time or any other. How far the principles they were 
adopting had begui^ to produce the effect which they anticipated, might be, 
perhaps, best shewn to the House by reading an extract from a letter which he 
had received that morning from Demerara. The letter, which was written a 
week after the Order in Council had been in operation, stated, that after the 
writer and others had contemplated, with great alarm, the effect of the approach- 
ing change in the treatment of the slaves, he was happy to say, that although 
the whole of the regulations had been carried into effect, there had not been a 
single instance of any abuse of the liberty bestowed upon the slaves. The 
writer continued to say, that he had assembled the slaves on his estate, and 
informed them of the alteration in their condition, declaring at the same time, 
that all punishments should be entered in the Black Book — that If they behaved 
well the new stocks should not be used, and that the money which had been 
destined for the new jail, should be devoted to the improvement of their cot- 
tages. The slaves had promised to conduct themselves, in consequence of these 
alterations, with propriety and decorum, and he was glad to be able to say that 
they had not, as yet, or in any one instance, forfeited their word. 

Mr. Sykes feared that the delay in taking some decisive measures would but 
add another year to the wretchedness and misery of the slave population. They 
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bad been deluded year after year by these promises, and the condition of the 
slaves, in their colonies, remained unaltered. ' Against the plan of looking: for 
reform to the Colonial Legislatures he must enter his solemn protest. Th^se 
-Legislatures did not, in his opinion, evince a disposition to abate the severity of 
the system. He referred, in proof of this position, to the new law lately passed 
in Barbadoes, and which retained many of the most barbarous enactments of the 
old. He read one clause, whereby any person, for driving too fast a horse or mule 
upon the road, or for a variety of othier acts of a similarly trivial nature, x>r for 
what was termed disorderly conduct, without specifying what that conduct 
-was, became liable to the infliction of thirty-nine stripes ; except in the case of 
a woman in a state of pregnancy, who was liable to imprisonment. It was now 
.three years since the resolutions of Parliament had passed that House, and no- 
thing had yet been done. It was right that they should be informed at what 
time it was likely these resolutions would at length begin to be acted upon. 

Mr. T. Wilson was not inimical to the Abolition of Slavery, but he was not 
friendly to a measure which would make the slave free at the expence of the 
master. There were other interests as well as the comforts of the slave popula- 
tion, which it was the duty of the House to consider — long-vested and established 
lights of property, which should be protected. He was therefore averse to any- 
compulsory proceeding whatever in any change it might be intended to intro- 
duce ; or if a compulsory proceeding were resorted to, those who petitioned in 
favour of it should be ready, as those who signed the Petition from the city of 
London were, to defray their proportion of expence to indemnify the proprietors 
for the injury and loss to which such a proceeding may subject them. He 
-lamented the loss of Mr. Marryat, as an advocate of the Colonial interests. 

Mr. Grosset suggested that attention ought to be directed to the condition 
of the slaves in the East Indies, as well as to that of those in the West Indies. 

Mr. Home said that be had been in the East Indies ; and speaking of what 
he knew of society there, particularly in Bengal, he could undertake to say, 
that there were no agricultural slaves there ; and those persons whom the Hon. 
Member had described as slaves, were performers, or dancers ; who, forming 
themselves into bands under a chief, went from place to place for a livelihood. 
There was this difference, however, in the condition even of these persons and 
the slaves of the West Indies, that although the former had been purchased in 
their youtb, yet, if they thought proper to detach themselves at any time after- 
.wards from' the band witbwbich they had been so connected, there was no law 
in India which could compel them to return. They might go where they pleased. 
Now this was a, very different condition from that of t& slaves of the West 
Indies. He believed the same state of law prevailed in all places within the 
territory of the East India Company. As to the passage in the book of Buchanan 
relative to slaves, which was applied to the East Indies generally, it was only 
applicable to some parts of the interior, with which he was not acquainted ; 
but what he had stated, and he believed he was correct in the statement, re- 
ferred to those places which he knew and where he^Lad been. 

This statement on the part of Mr. Hume was confirmed by Sir Edward Hyde 
East, formerly the Chief Justice of Bengal. 

. Mr. Brougham said, that those who complained of tbe charges brought 
against the Slave Proprietors by the advocates for Emancipation, ought not to 
indulge in charges against their own countrymen who espoused the cause of the 
Negroes. However different might be the opinions entertained upon some 
points of the subject, there was no difference whatever, either specific, or in the 
degree of feeling entertained by all parties against the enormous mass of prac- 
tical abuses in the Slave system. By far the strongest appeals that could be 
made to the humane feelings of the country, might be found in the speeches of 
the Colonial Legislatures. They afforded the most appalling details of that 
most infernal scourge to humanity, Slavery. He was not for a sudden 
^mancipation, though, if any measures were now to be promptly pursued, they 
could not be reproached as rash or headstrong, for sufficient warning had been 
given to all the parties concerned. He might once have been of opinion that 
the mother country ought to interfere solely with the Abolition of the Slave 
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confidence that they would have doae their duty. Th^y had failed to do so; 
and he now thought it was high time for the mother country to shew that they 
would be trifled with no longer. He had little or no hope of any advantage to 
be derived from the Colonial Assemblies. To expect that they would, of them- 
selves, enter into any reform, such as the Orders in Council had pointed out, 
was most absurd. They declared it would be ruin to do so ; and yet it was ex- 
pected that they should 7[>ursue a course they believed to be ruinous. With 
respect to the language of menace which they were accused of employing 
towards the Colonists, it was only in the sense of saying, that if the Colonial 
Legislatures did not think the measures advised proper for them to ad€|>t, we 
should ourselvejB be obliged to enact them ; and it was the undoubted right of 
the House to legislate for all the subjects of the Crown. He had heard to-nif^t, 
that Government intended to send out to each Colony a statement of the mea- 
sures to be adopted, and to insist upon a decided acquiescence, or a refusal, by 
the Colonists. He felt, however, that whilst Parliament delayed its measures, 
thousands of our fellow subjects were suffering under the present slave system. 
"Bfity as he understood that some additional information was to be laid before the 
House, he should postpone the motion for leave to bring in a bill for bettering 
the condition of the slave, which he had intended to make that evening, until 
after the recess. 

Mr. F. Buxton said, he certainly felt deeply disappointed at the delay which 
was likely to take place upon this subject— a delay which, while k produced no 
good, was likely to cause great and extensive injury. He then adverted to the 
decisive reply which had that night been given from the very highest authority, 
the Chief-Justice of India, to the non-existence in India of any state similar to 
that of West India Slavery ; and begged of all who accused him, and his friends, 
of publishing exaggerated statements of the sufferings of the slaves in our Co- 
lonieSj only to read the recent Reports from Berbice and other islands, in which 
they would find detailed numerotis acts of cruelty, which would far exceed any 
tiling that had yet been put forth to the world. 

The same subject was resumed in the House of Commons on Friday the 4th 
ofl^arch, when, on the occasion of Mr. Denman presenting a petition, signed by 
r,oeO inhabitants of Nottingham and its neighbourhood, praying that the rights 
of British subjects might be as soon as possible extended to the nnfortunate 
persons called Slaves in the West Indies, and whose only crime was the colour 
of their skin, Mr. Brougham said, thrft he would take the opportunity of in- 
quiring whether any Acts for the amelioration of the condition of the Slaves, 
had lately been transmitted from the Colonies to his Mi^esty's Government. 
The Right Hon. Gentien^n opposite, in the course of his observations on Wed- 
nesday night, had otherwise reasoned upon incorrect data. 

Mr. W. HoRTON said, that in addition to the acts already laid on the table of 
the House, whatever else had been received, would be laid on the table next 
week. 

Mr. Brougham contended, that there was a discrepancy between the state- 
ments of the Right Hon. Gentleman and the facts of the case, as he understood 
them. The question was, whether the improvements contemplated by the Legis- 
lature of this country, and the Orders of Council, had been carried into effect in 
tiie Colonies, and to what extent. Had the slaves acquired there the right of 
being manumitted by appraisement, notwi^tanding the unwillingness of their 
masters? Had the Colonial Legislatures, in conformity with the Orders of Coun- 
qil) abolished the driving wMp^ and the whipping of females as a punish- 
ment ? He could not discover that they had. Had the evidence of slaves been 
rendered admissible as proposed? There were thirteen British Colonies which 
possessed Legislative Assemblies; there Were tvrenty in whioh Slavery existed. 
In the latter number, he included the Mauritius, the Cape of Good Hope, and 
Honduras. Of these twenty, thirteen enjoyed the right of Legislative Assem- 
blies, and of those thirteen, he had understood the Right Hon. Gentleman to 
say, that seven had admitted slave evidence. From a careful perusal of the 
documents before the House, however, as well as from a review of the latest 
Colonial newspapers, it appeared to him that notjnoire than three Colonies had 
l^i^herto passed any legislative enactments to ihat effect* These C<4om)es were, 
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Tobago, Barbadoes, and Bomintca. The act of Dominica had passed iU Asvetu 
bly eight yeairs since ; of course it was not attributable to the Orders in Coun- 
cil. In Tobago, an Act had been passed for that purpose; but the admissibility 
of the evidence of a slave was so shackled with conditions as to render it nuga- 
tory. The eridence was admissible only in case of the murder or mayhem or a 
slave by a white man, and even then under two material distinctions ; first, that no 
other persons but slaves were present ; and, secondly, that two slaves of irre- 
proachable character should coincide in their testimony. Of the Barbadoes act, 
enough had been said on a former occasion, and it could not be necessary for 
him to rehearse the details. The Order of Council for Trinidad had provided, 
that the certificate of any clergyman, whether of the Established Church, of the 
Roman Catholic Church, or of any other sect of Christians, would avail to ren- 
der the evidence of a slave admissible; but the Barbadoes act required that the 
certificate should be given by the regular clergy, whether the slave received 
instruction from them or not. Such was the mode of baffling the Legislature and 
Government of England which the Colonists used. His Majesty's Government, 
and the House, would be bound to investigate the mattei fully, and to teike care 
that such mockery should not be repeated. He might have erroneously ab- 
stracted the papers laid on the table of the House; but he thought he had not,, 
and such was the amount of the improvement that had been effected. In fact, 
notwithstanding the efforts of his Migesty's Government, by issuing Orders in 
Council, it appeared that only in two of the Colonies had any attempts been 
made towards improvement in the condition of their slaves, as to the admissi- 
bility of their evidence; they were Barbadoes and Tolmgo. As to the improve- 
nent of the morality of the slaves, and, in particular, as to the observance of 
the Sabbath, it appeared that, in Tobago alone, the market day, not the slaves' 
working day, had been altered fro^ Sunday to Thursday. In Tobago alone, 
bad a law been passed for securing the property of the slaves. Mr. Brougham 
said, he was sorry to observe that, in Demerara, the Trinidad Order in Council 
had undergone some considerable mutilations; and even in Trinidad itseif, the 
slaves, he was concerned to see, had been precluded from having property in 
any of the produce of the island which could be considered as its exports, and, 
of course, were precluded from those means of obtaining their manumission by 
their own efforts, which the permission (o raise exportable produce would afford 
them. Id Tobago, there had been a diminution of the number of lashes to which 
a slave could be subjected, iVom 80, as formerly allowed, to 20 ; but this seemed 
to be the only island where the right of arbitrary punishment had been modified. 
The Right Hon. Gentleman opposite had stated, that from sixty to seventy ya- 
rions descriptions of improvements had been effected. Now he (Mr. B.), after 
due examination of the papers on the table of the House, was enabled to find 
not more than nine or ten improvements, and even they were not of great 
amount. In the absence, therefore, of documents on which to found a correct 
judgment, the House could not but be as embarrassed as he was, to knfbw the 
real state of the case. The Hon. Gentleman would, therefore, he was sure, not 
oppoae a motion which he intended to aubmit to the House, for a return of all 
the Acts passed in the Colonial Legislatures for the improvement of the condl* 
lion of the slaves, and of any Acts containing clauses for improvement, distin- 
guishing the names of the Acts, and of the Legislatures in which they were 
enacted ; whether those Acts were allowed or disallowed by his Majesty's Go- 
vernment, and including all information received down to the latest arrivals 
from the Colonies. He trusted, when those papers should have been laid before 
the House, that it would be able to form a more fair opinion of the improve- 
ments which had been effected, or were likely to be effected, than it had hitherto 
had the means of doing. 

Mr. WiLMOT HoRTON «ald, that it was his (Mr. W. Horton's) intention j 
shortly, f o submit to the House a tabular statement which would fully elucidate 
the points at issue, and shew what had been done and what had not been done 
by the Colonial Legislatnres. With respect to the Order in Council, it was 
already in force in Trinidad and Demerara, in the latter, with some defects 
which would be supplied by a fresh order ; and it would be sent very shortly to 
St. Lucia, as well as to the Cape of Good Hope, and Berbice. Its introduction 
at the Mauritius had been delayed by the Commissioners having been detained 
an their paasage, and not haying had sufficient time to prepare their Report. 
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Mr. BifoUGHAM then said, that on' the 20th of April, he should submit a motion/ 
having for its object the bettering the condition of the Slaves in the Colonies. 

In consequence of a motion of Mr^ Canning's on the 1st of March, the resola- 
tions of the House of Commons of the 15th May, 1S23, were communicated to 
the House of Lords, and the concurrence of their Lordships requested. Tues- 
day, the 7th of March, having been appointed for considering this communica- 
tion, an interesting discussion took place, which terminated in the adoption of 
the resolutions* It will be impossible to give more than a brief abstract of this 
discussion. 

Earl Bathcrst, in proposing their Lordships' concurrence, took occasion to 
state what the Government had done in consequence of the vote of the House of 
Commons, of the 16th May, 1823. Those resolutions had been made the foun- 
dation of certain instructions for improving the situation of the slave population 
in the West India Colonies, which, in the case of Trinidad, had been embodied 
in the shape of an Order in Council, and made the law of the island. Since that 
time, various communications had taken place between his Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Colonies ; but he was extremely sorry to say, that those communi- 
cations had not been attended with so much success as might have been expected. 
His Lordship, indeed, admitted that veiry little had any where been done, to- 
wards effecting the objects his Majesty's Government had in view. The only 
point on which his Lordship dwelt, as having evinced a disposition on the part 
of the Colonists generally to do so, was their having invested the Bishops with 
certain powers of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, and having shewn a readiness to 
contribute to the building or to the repair and enlargement of churches. Beyond 
this, it did not appear, from his Loidship's speech, that any thing more had been 
effected, in the way of amelioration, beyond the very partial measures which 
have been already stated, in a note above, to have taken place in a few 
of the Colonies. He was sorry to say, that the Legislative Assembly of Jamaica, 
though it had passed a law protecting from arrest for their master's debts, slaves 
going to market on Saturday as well as Sunday ; and, though they had allowed 
slaves to take money by bequest, and afforded facilities to a master in volunta- 
rily manumitting his slave, yet had done nothing more. It had rejected the 
proposed law for admitting the evidence of the blacks under certain modifica- 
tions. The bill for that purpose had been thrown out by a majority of 23 to 13. 
But that assembly, and the others which had rejected the measures recom- 
mended by his Majesty's Government, would soon be called upon to re-consider 
the subject, and there was reason to hope that they would then evince a differ- 
^ ent spirit, and that measures calculated to ameliorate the condition of the slaves 
would then be4>assed. His Lordship took occasion to allude to the language 
of some of the petitions for the Abolition of Slavery, in some of which it was^ 
broadly asserted, that a state of slavery was forbidden by the Gospel, and was 
wholly incompatible with the doctrines of Christianity. This doctrine thus laid 
down he could not admit, and he thought it highly mischievous, as well as in- 
consistent, ' that those who called for the religious instruction of the slaves,' 
should, in their petitions, set forth that the Christian doctrine was incompatible 
with a state of slavery. He believed, the best security for the good conduct of 
the slave was to be found in the knowledge and prar;tice of the principles of the 
Christian religion. But it would be unfair to say, that pains should be taken 
to attach the slave to Christianity, and, at the same time, to teach him that the 
state of slavery (no matter what the kindness and indulgence of the master 
might be) was inconsistent with the religion he was solicited to embrace. Having 
now stated what had been done in the Colonies for improving the condition of 
the slave, and he regretted to say, that a great deal had been left undone, he , 
would state what was proposed by his Majesty's Government. The resolutions 
of the House of Commons embraced two objects — the first .was the improvement 
of the condition of the slaves; and the other, those facilities for the manumission 
of the slaves that would gradually lead to the total extinction of slavery, with- 
out injury to the interests of the proprietors. The modes by which it was pro- 
posed to improve the condition of the slave were, to provide increased facilities 
for religious instruction— to give greater 9ecurity to property —to prevent the 
separation of families by sale or otherwise — to admit slave evidence in certain 
cases— to give an additional day for the cultivation of their grounds, by which 
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they might be enabled to keep a more strict observance of the Sabbath— to abo- 
lish the punishment of females by the whip, and to disuse the whip as a badge 
of authority in the hands of drivers, or as a stiiunlus to labour: and for the gra- 
dual extinction of slavery, it was proposed to establish a regulation, by which, 
when the slave possessed sutficient property, he might claim his manumission 
by having his value declared by appraisement, without requiring the consent of 
his master. Bills containing these provisions would now be sent to the Gover- 
nors of the several West India Colonies, by whom they would be proposed for 
the consideration of their Legislative Assemblies, and the Government would 
soon be in possession of their decisions upon them. From the earnest manner 
in which the subject would he recommended to their attention, he did hope that 
it would have a successful result. But should it prove otherwise, it would then 
be for their Lordships to consider what course it would be Expedient to adopt, 
to carry the measures into effect. 

Lord Calthorpc said, that though he concurred in the general tenor of the 
resolutions now proposed for their Lordships* adoption, yet he thought that they 
by no means went far enough. The low ground of expediency which was made 
the basis of them, did not convey the feelings wl^ch pervaded the country on 
the subject of negro slavery, and which, he thought, ought to be clearly announced 
in the resolutions, and embodied in the instructions of his Mtgesty's Govern- 
ment. For his part, he would have preferred the resolution which had been first 
proposed in the Commons by Mr. Buxton, and superseded by those now before 
their Lordships. In that resolution, it was declared that a state of slavery was 
repugnant to the British constitution, and to the spirit of the Christian religion. 
But, then, it was argued by a distinguished Member of the other House (Mr. 
Canning), that they who- declared a state of slavery to be repugnant to the Bri- 
tish constitution, and to the spirit of Christianity, must, as a matter of course, 
be disposed to put aside every consideration of expediency, and all reference to 
the various interests in the question, and rush at once to the attainment of their 
object without any regard to consequences, and without any hesitation as to the 
means of effecting it ; and that having laid down the abstract principle of the 
evil of slavery, they were bound not to allow its continuance one hour after their 
resolution was declared. But that such was not a fair interpretation of the 
views of those who concurred in the resolution, was manifest from the terms of 
the resolution itself, which, while it aflfirmed *^ that slavery is repugnant to the 
principles of the British constitution, and of the Christian religion," stated also 
their clear opinion '' that it ought to be gradually abolished throughout the 
British dominions, with as much expedition as may be consistent with a due 
regard to the well-being of the parties concerned.'' It was quite an erroneous 
view of the subject to suppose that, because slavery was held to be inconsistent 
with Christianity, those who held that opinion were bound by it to proceed to 
its destruction, without a cautious and prudential regard to all the circumstances 
' of the case. The Christian religion, while it was repugnant to slavery, was no 
less opposed to violence and precipitation, and it required that even the best 
ends should be pursued by lawful means, and in a right spirit. The objection, 
therefore, to the proposition had, in his view, no just foundation; and he should 
have thought that their Lordships would be acting in away more consistent with 
their own dignity, and with the moral magnitude of the subject, if they were to 
express themselves in more forcible language, and to adopt a higher and nobler 
principle for their proceedings than the low and cold one of expediency. The 
Noble Earl had complained of the language of some of the petitions presented 
to their Lordships on this subject, but his Lordship might be assured that that 
language expressed the universal feeling of the country at large; and who were 
perfectly ready, whatever might be the opinions prevalent within the walls of 
Parliament, to declare and to maintain that slaveiy was altogether repugnant 
to the genius and spirit of the Christian religion. He particularly rejoiced to 
perceive that this view of the subject, was that of the Bishops and clergy of our 
church, who, in entertaining it, consulted as much the dignity of the church as 
they did the sacred duties of their profession. He also entertained this opinion, 
and he wished to see slavery abolished, as not only inconsistent with the genius 
of Christianity, but with the spirit of the British constitution ; and he thought 
they were rather diminishing than promoting the chances of ultimate success in 
the Colonies, by substituting a loner expression of indignation at the existing 
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state of things than gnch a system, in bis opinioo, imperatively called for^ llie 
best course would have been the direct adoption of tite tone originally recom* 
mended to the other Honse of Parliament, and which he believed to be, not only 
the best calculated to produce a satisfactory issue in the Colonies, but also that 
most consonant with the general feelings of the people of this country, which, he 
was fully convinced, were not adequately represented in the resolutions recom- 
mended for their adoption. 

Lord Kllendgrough thought that the true question before thein was, ought 
they to adopt resolutions fully proved by three years of expetiment, to have' been 
ineflectualy or to adopt others more likely to promote a salutary result? He 
agreed that the colonial system ought to be ameliorated,— ^he agreed that the 
odious system of slavery ought to be abolished ; but his doubts were great that 
either purpose would be attained by the line of conduct now proposed. The 
question then was, in what manner could they most easily, surely, and at the 
same time rapidly, diminish the sum of human misery which must exist as long 
as slavery was tolerated? If these resolutions were alone to be adopted, 
accompanied with a vague hint, that if they failed in their intended effect the 
Legislature would proceed to ulterior measures, without avowing what the 
nature of such measure would be, he not only doubted that the anticipations of 
the Government would be realized, but he rather inclined to the opinion that 
such a course, instead of diminishing, would tend greatly to aggravate the existing 
evil. The Noble Earl (Bathurst) was obliged to admit ihat the colonialassemblies 
had disappointed the expectations of His Majesty's Government, but he never- 
theless went on to state, that there was some hope of their now departing from 
this contumacious course. He, however, could foresee no beneficial result from 
adopting the measures now proposed, with the experience before them of their 
total inadequacy. Let them, by putting a parallel case for one moment consider 
the argument, and they must be at once struck with its futility. Snppose that the 
Noble Earl opposite and his Right Hon. Friend were walking in the metropolis, 
had had their attention arrested by seeing a roan ill treating his horse in a bar* 
barous manner — supposing his Right Hon. Friend to have said to him— '< Two 
or three years ago I saw that very fellow committing the same outrage, ^nd on 
that occasion I forewarned him that if he persevered in the same course I should 
take such nfeasures as must secure the better treatment of the animal. Do you 
now go up to him, and say, that if he continues to practice such brutality, I will 
certainly fulfil my intentions.'' Might not the NoblO Eail reply, '* I could un- 
derstand your asking me to knock this fellow down for his incorrigibly cruel 
propensities ; but would he not laugh at me, were I only prepared to repeat 
threats which he ha'd already so entirely disregarded V* 

The Earl of Liverpool said, if he was asked why these resolutions had lain 
on the table of the House of Commons from the year 1823 to the present tine^ 
v^ithout the concurrence of their Lordships being required, he had little in the 
way of explanation to offer, and would fairly admit that h6 had no satisfactory 
reason to assign why, according to the usual forms of business, such a delay 
should have arisen ; but he would nevertheless add, that if their present appear- 
ance before their Lordships was calculated to show that Government were 
serious and determined in the course which these resolutions implied, and 
would thereby give another chance of success to the experiment, he, for one, 
was not sorry that such an opportunity had been afforded of putting on record 
the determination of Parliament and Government. They had on all sides ad- 
mitted, that it was desirable the condition of the slav^ population should be 
ameliorated, and that slavery itself should be abolished, as soon as possible 
consistently with the respective interests of all who were concerned in that condi- 
tion. If that were so, their only consideration was, as to the course to be 
taken ; for something was clearly to be done, or they must be prepared to 
abandon their declared opinions. It was generally admitted that the first step 
ought to be^ to disseminate a religious education among the colonial slave popu- 
lation, to ret rid of their badges of thraldom, such as the whip, the Sunday- work, 
and those other degradations which mark the inferiority of the man. They must 
also establish a bstter system of justice for the slave trials ; and Something must 
be done to regulate their valuation on the plan of the orders in council, or some 
other modc; That they were bound to call upon the colonial assemblies tp do what 
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wa» right ha readily admitted : but allowances should at the same time be made 
for the common infirmities of human nature, and a reasonable time ought to be 
allowed for the growth of reason when heated feelings bad unfortunately be- 
come excited. At all events, he would say, that whether the result of the reso- 
lutions should realize or disappoint their expectations, wisdom and good policy 
alike pointed out their present adoption. In the event of their failure, it would of 
course be for Parliament to determine upon the course which they ought even- 
tually to pursue, and he did not think it prudent to say more on that point at 
present. 

The Duke of Gloucester was ready to agree with those who regretted that 
these resolutions had not been sooner submitted to thair Lordships. He was 
ready to agree with those who thought that it were better they were expressed 
in stronger terms ; but still as they were here, and must be taken in their present 
form, he was ready to give them his cordial support, wishing to send forth these 
resolutions with the Ml sanction of their unanimity ; and if the consummation 
to which they now anxiously looked forward should not be realized, the 
time would undoubtedly arrive when the evil roust be conquered, and when His 
Majesty's Government would be imperatively called upon to enforce the para- 
mount authority of Parliament, and to carry into execution the measures which 
it pronounced. He trusted that His Majesty's Ministers would strenuously 
urge the adoption of these resolutions upon the colonial authorities, who would 
not do their duty to themselves, to their country, or their God, if they declined 
to fulfil the ben^ent wishes of the legislature. 

The Lord Chancellor said, he would not enter into the consideration why 
these resolutions had lain so long without their being called upon for their con- 
currence — it was enough for him to know that they were now before them, and 
must be disposed of : and with respect to the wording of them, he saw no reason- 
able objection, more particularly to the term expediency ; and he for one should 
have felt a great difficulty in giving his assent to a stronger term. He entirely 
agreed that slavery should be abolished as soon as it could be safely and prac- ^ 
tibcally effected ; and, in the mean time, who could hesitate to ameliorate the 
condition of those unhappy persons whom their policy had consigned to such a 
doom ? He heartily approved therefore of these resolutions, and the more be- 
cause of their being grounded on expediency. If the local authorities now 
acceded to the measures about to be urged with renewed force upon their consi- 
deration, then there could be no further difficulty. If they refused to do so^ 
then the Parliament would know how to meet such contumacy, without affect- 
ing the well-being of the slave, or infringing on the rights of property of the 
master. 

Lord Redesdale said, that the resolutions ought to pass. The colonists should 
he made aware of the feeling of the mother country on the subject of the ameli* 
oration of slavery. They should be taught to respeut that feeling and be pre- 
pared to second it. The state of slavery should be improved ; but nothing should 
be rashly attempted. A gradual amelioration should he adopted, in order to 
vender improvement permanent and effectual ; but if measures were hastily 
adopted, the contrary effects would certainly follow. 

Lord BiiDLBY and Ward, in rising to deliver his sentiments on the question of 
West India slavery, fel£ that the subject was one from which (bein? a West- 
Indian proprietor himseir,) he could willingly have abstained altogether, and 
wbicii few could approach with any thing like satisfaction. Public attention 
had lately been considerably occupied by this subject, and who could deny that 
it was one in which the popular feeling was deeply interested ? Scarcely a dis- 
trict of the country, scarcely a oorpdration, a city, or a town, that had not 
addressed Parliament on the evils of slavery ; and erery petition expressed but 
one <^nion on the subject. This united expression of popular feeling ought to 
meet with the attention of the legislaiture. It afforded a most convincing and 
gratifying proof of the increased and increasing sjHrit of liberality which distin- 
guished the present age. Not only without b»t within the walls of Parliament, 
there existed, he might say, but one opinion. With this unanimity of feeling no 
doubt could be entertained that the purpose of putting an end to slavery must be 
successful ; and the only thing to be considered was, how to effect the ol^ect in. 
^e least objectionable form- He heartily wished that th^e West-Indian system 
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had never existed at all. Tt was morally wrong, and if it was morally wrong 
it could not be politically right. The system must be changed ; but the question 
was how was that change to be effected ? Monopoly and slavery went hand in 
hand in the West India system, and their united pressure, in the present en- 
lightened state of the public mind, was more than it could bear. It could 
not long be sustained nnder such a weight. His Lordship, after these and 
some other very candid concessions, proceeded to state in defence of the colo- 
nists, a number of palliating circumstances which should ensure a tender and 
liberal construction of their conduct in having hitherto resisted the wishes of the 
country. Their feelings had been irritated by the exaggerated statements 
which had gone abroad, and they were alarmed by an apprehension of the de^ 
struction of their propeirty. He severely censured the abolitionists for the un- 
conciliating line of conduct they had pursued, but without specifying particulars, 
and he went on to plead for compensation as a measure of indispensable justice, 
and which no mah with a spark of honest feeling could think of withholding. 
He lamented, at the same time, the unreasonable and obstinate resistance which 
had been made by the colonists to the moderate and necessary measures of 
reform proposed by His Majesty's Government. 

The Marquis of Lansdown wished that the Noble Lord who had just sat 
down would prevail upon the island of Jamaica, with which he was connected, 
to adopt his views and act in his spirit in passing laws for the amelioration of 
slavery. He was willing that the assemblies should again be tried, and he 
would, to the very last moment, indulge a hope of their co-operation m the work 
of reform. At the same time, he could not deny, that past experience dis- 
couraged any such hope. He was afraid that he could not be contradicted 
when he stated, that up to the present time, with the exception of one island, no 
steps had been taken in the West Indies to give legality to marriage. The only 
attempt to adopt a measure of this nature took place in the Bahamas ; and it 
was the lamentable fact, that every other island was without any regulation to' 
govern the most sacred of human ties. Could the West India population be 
happy under such circumstances, and what were we to think of the legislature 
tJiat cDuld refuse its sanction to the introduction of a measure of this nature ? 
He would wish to call the attention of their Lordships to another point on which 
the local legislature had been equally remiss. There was no law passed for 
facilitating the manumission of slaves who might possess the means of pur- 
chasing their own freedom. Could there, he would ask, be a more satisfactory 
mode, both for the master and slave, than that the latter should obtain his free- 
dom in this way? An example would thus be held out to other slaves to perse- 
vere in habits of industry, in order to effect their freedom at no very distant day. 
The good to be thus produced would be infinite, and the omission of such a law 
was much to be lamented. There was another point to which he wished to draw 
the attention of their Lordships — namely, that no means had as yet been taken 
to prevent the punishment of women by means of the whip. There were many 
other points too tedious in detail to trouble their Lordships with at present, and 
he hoped that the legislature in the West Indies would save the Parliament here 
the necessity of interfering to put down those abuses in future. Before sitting 
down, he wished to ask the Noble Earl whether he had any objection to direct 
the several legislatures to be summoned with a view x)f giving them the fullest 
opportunity of considering the propositions of Governgient, and making known 
their own views thereupon in time for the first meeting of the British Parlia- 
ment ? He thought it would be good for them, and for the subject, that the 
knowledge should be communicated at an early period ; and that it was essen- 
tial to the character of sincerity which ou^htto be stamped upon the proceedings 
of that night, that the Government should take care to enable the Parliament, 
after adding one year more to the three years so unprofitably and to so little 
purpose passed over, to resume with effect their present determination to enforce 
principles which wtre now admitted to be right on all hands, but which, he 
admitted, ought only, to be pursued with a proper regard to the safety of the 
colonies, and to a just sense of the welfare of individuals. 

Earl Bathorst said, he should send out directions to the Governors to cause 
the several assemblies to be called together to receive the instructions of Govern- 
ment at the earliest possible period* 
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The Bishop df Bath and Wells asserted the inconipatibnity of sUiTery wiOi 
the Christtan religion, of which he was a minister, and with the British eonsti- 
tution, whose free and willing and obedient subject he professed himself. What- 
ever seeming countenance and toleration might be shown towards a property in 
slaves by Christianity and the law of the land, there coald be no qnestion of 
their direct antipathy to all oppression and injustice. No less hostile to slavery 
were the dictates of common justice and humanity : a system also wldcb was 
equally opposed by all sound maxims of political economy. Free labour must 
in every sense be preferable to that of slaves. The man who was conscious that 
by the sweat of his brow he was providing for his wife, his children, and him- 
self, mast be far before the hopeless creature who had only to work to that 
extent of toil to which the whip would goad him. With pleasure had he wit- 
nettsed the resolutions of 1823, which were consonant with humanity and 
justice ; he was sorry that they had been so ill received by the colonial legisla- 
tures. He rejoiced at the resolutions now taken by the Government, and if they 
were not better executed, he hoped that the spirit which had loaded their table 
with petitions, would be again awakened among the people, and that the deter- 
mioation uf Parliament and the expectations of the country would be carried 
iato effect by doing away that foul stain upon the character of a Christian nation* 

The Bishop of Ferns cordially concurred in the sentiments that had just been 
expressed, and was further anxious to satisfy the House of the concurrence in 
the same sentiments of the Irish church in general. He thought that the slave^' 
owners must be the most deadly foes to their own interests, if the resolutions 
now proposed should be still opposed. 

The most interesting debate, however, connected with the question of Slavery, 
took place in the House of Coinmons, on Thursday the 2nd of March, when 
Mr. Denman brought forward a motion respecting the Trials of certain 
SLAVES IN Jamaica, charged with conspiracy and rebellion. The subject, 
Mr Denman observed, was of vast importance, and merited the deepest consi- 
deration of the house ; and although he knew how dillicult it was to draw its 
attention at this moment to any topic not connected with the awful and perilous 
situation in which the credit of the country was placed, yet he trusted that the 
momentous nature of that which he had now to submit would sufficiently excuse 
htm. If they would shut their eyes to this painful subject, they would be un- 
faithful representatives of the people of England, for that people, notwithstand- 
ing the pinching distress which wrung them on every side, had not lost sight of 
the miseries of the slave population, but had expressed in numerous petitions 
their sense of the necessity of ameliorating the condition of those their unfortu- 
nate fellow-subjects on the other side of the Atlantic. Considering, then, that 
of all oppressions judicial oppression was the least to be borne, and the easiest to 
be remedied, he was sure that in submitting to the house a case in which, as it 
appeared to him, that sort of oppression had been practised to a dreadful extent 
against certain slaves in Jamaica, he should be discharging a duty which the 
house would not think either unimportant or ill-timed. The events to which he 
had to allude took place in December, 1S2S, and in the following year. They 
were detailed in papers which lay on the table of the house, and to which he 
should restrict himself; and though furnished by the parties themselves, against 
whom his motion was directed, yet lliey contained sufficient to found that cen- 
sure upon the courts of justice and the government of the Island which he meant 
to propose, and which he thought their conduct merited. The first case he 
should bring before the house was that of a trial vrhich had taken place in the 
parish of St. Mary, on the 19th of December, 182S. The circumstance on which 
this trial was founded, was nothing more than that a Mr. Roberts, who Was a 
butcher, at Port Maria, in Jamaica, having occasion to reprove his tiegro boy 
for carelessness with respect to his person and wearing apparel, a conversation 
ensued, in consequence of which eight negroes were arrested, tried for a rebel- 
lious conspiracy, found guilty, and sentenced to be hanged by the neck until they 
-were dead ; a sentence which was executed four days after it was pronounced. 
Every one of those negroes died with the most solemn protestations of his inno- 
cence, and they refused one and all,even on the scaffold, to purchase any mitigation 
of their sentence, either by a confession of their own g:uilt, or by accusing others. 
. 3 
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.'Mr. Bennfaii then detailed at sdme length the evidence which the GoVerninefit 
of Jamaica had thought sufficient to warrant this summary and sanguinary pro- 
ceeding. To him it appeared that the whole charge rested on the evidence, chiefly 
hearsay, and scarcely supported in any one instance, of a boy who had trumped 
up a story to save himself from correction, which was seized with extraordinary 
avidity, and wiUiout any attempt to sift and investigate the facts of the case* 
as conclusive proof of a dangerous plot. The childish story gained universal 
credit, and without aby previous examination of the unhappy persons accused^ 
or any attempt to confront them with Uieir accusers, or to guard against the pos- 
sibility of falsehood j were these eight men in two days brought to trial and found 
guilty. In the course of the trials not a single witness appears to have been 
cross-examined. The discrepancies in the evidence were innumerable : not one of 
these was noticed. The charge was of the most vague description ; they were ac- 
cused of rebellion, conspiracy, and other crimes* Persons were mentioned as privy 
to the facts, who, though on the spot, were never called to give their testimony. 
The evidence admitted was, in some cases, indeed in all that were material, 
hearsay, and s6metimes two and three deep : added to all which, a father was 
hanged on thle evidence of his son, a boy of thirteen, and a husband on the evi- 
dence of his wii^ ; and in their case and that of the other witnesses^ the strong- 
est temptation wldch cuuld be applied to the mind of slaves was applied to 
theirs, namely the prospect of freedom ; — of freedom to be obtained as the reward 
of their evidedce. On such testimony, so loose, so contradictory, so Inconclusive^ 
not amounting, if the whole had been as true and consistent as it was evidently 
untrue, were these eight men, unaided by counsel, without a witness in their fa- 
vour, on the second day after their apprehension, condemned to die — and the chief 
magistrate, in a letter to the Governor, pives as his reason fur this precipitancy, 
that he thought it highly important lor the safety of the Island, that they should 
be executed before Christmas, as an exainple to the other negroes. Now, was it 
on such a report as thid, and on such evidt^nce as the house had before it, that the^ 
Governor ought to have given an order for the execution of these eight men t 
He trusted the house ivould express its clear opinion of the iniquity of sach a 
proceeding, and by its vote this night interpose to prevent persons in future, 
whether slaves or not, from falling the victims of perverted evidence, of igno- 
rance, and of passion, whicli tended not less td the punishment of innocence 
than to the impunity of guilt. Mr. D(^nman theh adverted to the trials which 
had taken place in St. George's, St. James's, and Hanover ; and shewed that 
.in all of them except the last, a similar and gross perversion of all the forms 
of justice had taken place. The St. George's plot had its parallel only in the 
infamous history of Titus Gates ; and it was impossible to read the evidence 
and compare its different parts, without a firm conviction that the plot from first 
to last was a mere fabrication, supported by false and perjured witnesses, acting 
with a view to the promised reward of their villanies. In the case of Hanover, 
indeed, there had been conduct on the part of the slaves, which it became neces- 
sary to repress and punish, but it psirtook in no degree Of the nature of rebellious 
conspiracy. The disturbance arose Out of the misconduct of th^ owner of the 
Estate, who had wantonly abridged the slaves of a part of the day which they 
were in the habit of having for the cultivation of their grounds. Their subse- 
quent conduct admitted of no excuse ; still they did not take a dingle human 
Ufe except their own : two of them died by their own hands. In all, about 
twenty-four slaves were executed, and some transported, mosUy on evidence of 
a kind which would not have been allowed to be given in any English Court. 
Besides this, the evidence was almost entirely that of slaves,— of slaves too un- 
sworn, — of slaves, whose testimony is deemed by the people of Jamaica wholly 
unworthy of credit in every case small or great, civil or criminal, affecting a 
person of frOe condition. While the house of assembly of Jamaica was rejecting: 
a bill to admit in the most qualified and restricted manner the testimony of 
•laves as necessarily leading to gross and multiplied perjuries, on that very tes- 
timony, thus repudiated and rejected as unfit even to be heard, were the magis- 
tracy and the Government of Jamaica executing their enslaved fellow-subjects 
l^y wholesale. The bill that had been thus rejected, had been brought forward 
in the* house of assembly by a Mr. Stewart, who stated some strong cases in 
Ikvour'of it. One was the case of a female slave whose head was twisted off; 
"but in which a coatictioa did not taks place^ not because th^re was any doabt 
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that the d«ed had beien dona, but bccaiue, althouah Mveral painona h»d iaeii it, 
their evidence, being slaves, was not legal. Anottier case Mr. Stewart said was 
pf very rceent date. <* In this town (Spanish Town), a white man, a monster of 
cruelty, concealed a female slave in a room, where with a hot iron nsed for burn- 
ing marks on cattle, he disfigured, and mutilated the poor creature who was so 
unfortunate as to be in his power. He trusted to the effect of the law which 
prevented slaves from giving evidence, but it chanced that a young f^ee man of 
colour, suspecting what was going forward, peeped through a crevice, and saw 
the horrid scene. On his evidence the owner of the slave was convicted and 
punished." Another fact was related by Mr. Mais. *' There is one instance 
which, because of recent occurrence, I must take leave to mention. It is tha 
case of a female slave, who on her return home, was met by a free man of colour^ 
who had been out shooting. A little dog which accompanied her, barked, and 
probably might have snapped at the man. This irritated him, and he threatened 
to shoot the dog ; the woman, alarmed for his safety, called out *0 don't shoot 
him ; don't shoot my dog ;' upon which the man turned angrily upon her, and 
said, ' Not shoot him ? li) shoot you if you say much,' and with little ceremony, 
lodged the contents of his piece in her side. This was in the face of day, in the 
presence of many persons, but who, being slaves, were not qualified to give tes- 
timony on the occasion, and the offende escaped." On the other hand, the argu-* 
ment against admitting slave evidence was very forcibly urged by Mr. Hyslop. 
*^ What can you expect," said he, *' from persons, who if called to give evidence, 
may as soon as they quit the court, be sul\jected to the cart-whip by their mastet f 
Will not bodily fear predominate over the love of truth, or a sense of duty f And 
yet under these appalling circumstances 24 slaves had been executed on the evi- 
dence of their fellow-slaves : Shall it be said, then, that a remedy for such a state 
of things is not necessary ? If he were asked what remedy he would apply to 
such a case,he should say he knew but of one. It was one simple in its nature and 
in its operation,namely, the extinction of slavery. It was of the highest impor- 
tance that the people of England should be fblly informed of what was passing 
in Iheir colonies ; and this was one of his motives for bringing this subject for- 
ward. He would now move the following resolution :— "That this house, hav- 
ing taken into their consideration the account laid before them of certain ju- 
dicial proceedings in the Island of Jamaica, on the trials of slaves for rebellion, 
conspiracy, and other offences, in the years 1923 and 1824, deem it their duty to 
express, in the strongest terms, the sorrow and indignation with which they con- 
template the perversion of law and the violation of justice displayed in those 
tn'als; they deeply lament the precipitation with which sentences of death 
wholly unwarranted by proof, were carried into execution ; and they cannot re- 
frain from declaring their conviction of the necessity of a reform in the adminis- 
tion of criminal justice as affecting the slaves." 

Mr.WiLMOT HoRTON deprecated discussions of this sort, which served to keep 
alive irritation in the West Indies, and to retard improvement. He entered into 
an elaborate defence of the Magistracy and Government of Jamaica, who, he 
maintained, were fully justified, by their well founded fears of insurrection, and 
by the state of law in that Island, in the course they had pursued with respect to 
the trials which had been brought under the notice of the house. The Duke of 
Manchester felt convinced, from various sources of information, that rebellious 
intentions existed in the minds of the slaves ;* and there could rest no reason- 
able doubt in the mind of any man, that rebellious conspiracies had existed in the 
parish of St. Mary and St. George. In St. George's especially, the confessions 
of the negro Jack would satisfy every man that there had been a conspiracy, t 

*Tbe Government of Jamaica has doubtless furnished the whole of the evi- 
dence on which it was led to believe in the existence of rebellious intentions in 
the minds of the slaves, and that evidence appears, it is to be presumed, in the 
papers laid before the House of Commons. These, however, most certainly ex- 
hibit no satisfactory proof of any such intentions. 

tThe object of Jack's confession, evidently was to recriminate upon Cor- 
berand, whom he regarded as the cause of his death. The desire of revengie 
13 manifest in the whole of that confession ; and supposing it to be correctly give^. 
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Kb to tfafecMlBeof HanoTer, the existence of rebellion was undoubted.' Mr. HoHon 
then quoted various passages from the laws of Jamaica, which inflicted the pit* 
niahment of death on a yariety of offences, when committed by slaves, which were 
not punishable with death in this country ; as rebellion or rebellious conspiracy, 
compassing the death of a white person, having in his custody any arms, gun- 
powder, or ball ; unlawfnlly meeting together ; mixing human blood with rum, 
&C. &c.: and under these laws it was, that the punishment of death in the pre- 
sent cases had been inflicted. It would be unfair, then, to blame the Magis- 
trates and the Government, who had merely executed the laws as they stood — 
laws which had received the Koyal sanction. He did not mean to justify the 
law, he merely stated the fact. If the law was bad, and if the established prac- 
tice admitted an extreme laxity of evidence, the fault ought not to be charged on 
the public functionaries, whose duty it was to obey the law as it stood. The 
laws ought indeed to be altered ; but while they remained in their present state 
Magistrates must execute them. The laxity of the evidence, the want of coun- 
sel, &c., were the fault of the law, not of the magistrates.* The Duke of 
Manchester too had stated, that the trials had been most scandalously reported, t 
As to the assertion tiiat manumission and money were given as rewards for evi- 
dence, the Duke of Manchester had authorised him positively to deny the 
charge. % In fine the Duke had felt that an example was absolutely necessary 
to check insurrection, and to secure the peace of the Island ; and the only ques- 
tion for the house was, whether, under all the circumstances of the case, sub- 
stantial justice had been done. He admitted at the same time, that these pro- 
ceedings proved the necessity of a complete reformation of the slave system. 
On the whole he did not feel that the house was justified in passing a censure 
upon the Magistrates and Governor of Jamaica ; and he should therefore move as 
an amendment, — ** That this house sees, in the proceedings which have been 
brought under its consideration relative to the late trials of slaves in Jamaica, 
only a further proof of the evils inseparably attendant upon a state of slavery, 
and an increased evidence of the propriety of those resolutions which it passed 
in the year 1S23 : but that, however desirable it may appear that the law under 
which the late trials had taken place should be amended, it does not seem safe 
to the house, or expedient, to impeach the sentences passed by a competent tri- 
|>unal upon persons brought to trial according to law, and convicted by a jury 
duly empanelled, and sworn to give a true verdict upon the evidence laid 
before them." 

\t contains little that is specific beyond charging Corberand as the author of a 
plot, and the person who alone was possessed of its secrets. With respect ta 
Ids own crimes of practising Obeah and being a runaway, he states, very pathe- 
tically, that the cruel usage of his owner had driven him to what he had done. 
His confession, supposing it to be true, affords no legal proof whatever of any 
conspiracy. 

* There exists no law in Jamaica, which could justify the admission <kf hear- 
say evidence, or of contradictory evidence, or which could justify a vague oral 
charge of '^rebellious conspiracy and oiker crimes T or which could exempt magis- 
trates from the duty of sifting and cross-examining evidence, or which could 
oblige them to put men to death, whose crimes were not fully and satisfactorily 
proved. 

t And yet upon that same report of the trials, which was then before the 
House of Commons, did the Duke of Manchester order these eight men to be 
lianged by the neck till they were dead. 

t This denial on the part of the Duke of Manchester is by far the most extraor- 
dinary part of the whole case ; as it is directly and most completely contrac^ted 
by'an unquestionable document, transmitted to this country by the Duke himself, 
and now lying on the table of the House of Commons, namely the Report of the 
Secret Committee of the Jamaica Assembly, of December, 1824, in which they 
recommend the reward of manumission to the slaves who gave evidence for the 
prosecution in St Mary's, and elsewhere ; and other rewards to the free persons 
who appeared as witnesses for the Crown on the various trials. Such asser- 
tions, so contradicted, necessarily throw doubt on the official information id 
,|eBeral pf the Gorerment of Jamaica. 
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Mr. FowELL Bdxtoii ohMrrtd, tbat initMd of depfeeating with Mr. Hortom 
discussions like the present, he was greatly in favour of them. They Bever 
occurred without some advantage gained, some concession made in favour of the 
slave. Even the speech of the Hon. Gentleman in this view had been most im- 
portant. He had admitted that no such proceedings as these would be endured 
in this country, and that where Slavery existed, impartial justice was nnattain* 
able. Mr. Buxton briefly adverted to the various atrocities which had occupied 
their attention during the last two years : the murder of the missionary Smith, 
the Demerara massacre^ the persecution of Shrewsbury, the deportation of 
lAcesne and Escoffery, the returns, of the Berbice Fiscal, and now these trials. 
With respect to these, he undertook to prove from the papers on the table, fur* 
nished by the Jamaica Government as their justification, that there had been no 
plot in St Mary's, St. James's, or St. George's ; and in Hanover only acts of 
violence originating in no regular plot, and instigated merely by the circum- 
stances of the moment. In proof of this, he entered into a minute examination 
of the evidence, and shewed its direct and palp&ble contradiction in a great 
variety of instances,'* and that no conclusion could be drawn from it but that 
the whole was a mass of fraud, perjury, and imposture. He could not there* 
fore but agree in the conclusion of bis Hon. Friend, that these trials exhibited 
such a total perversion of law, such a gross violation of justice, as merited the 
marked censure of this House, and called for an immediate and effective re- 
form. In the annals of this country there was only one parallel to these atr6- 
cious proceedings, that of the popish plot, speaking of which Mr. Hume had 
said thus : *' Titus Gates began by stating a little, and finding that his state- 
ments gained credit, he soon furnished an improved version of his plot. In the 
same way Bedloe began by degrees, and enlarged his tale as he found the 
reward likely to increase.'' In this case, as Mr. Hume remarked in that of 
Titus Oates, " the bountiful reward held out did, as must have been expected, 
bring forward a great number of witnesses." It was incumbent on the House 
to avow its detestation of such a system, and to shew its determination to 
prevent the recurrence of scenea at once so unjust and so disgraceful. 

The Attorney-General did not rise to justify the proceedings in discussion, 
for no man could reprobate more strongly than he did the whole system of the 
administration of justice in our colonies, as far as the slave population was con- 
cerned. He could not understand upon what principle the law should be 
differently administered when the lives of a black roan and a white were at 
stake ; or why any of the forms and securities should be waved in the one case, 
which were insisted upon in the other. Nor could it be questioned, that we 
must soon come to an altered state of things, a state in which the slave, upon 
trial for his life, would be prosecuted nnder the same restrictions, and defended 
in the same manner as his master. What was the comparative situation of 
these two parties at the present moment ? If a white person was put upon his 
trial, no matter for what offence, a distinct charge was necessarily preferred 
against him, which he would be able to defend himself against, and know how 
to meet. Now a particular act iiad not long since compelled, in the case of 
slaves, the reduction of this charge to writing ; but though that act had passed 
the Legislative Assembly at Jamaica, it had been accompanied with the sweep- 
ing proviso, that no objection ever should be raised upon a point of form. 
Unfortunately, persons in the situation of magistrates in that Island, were very 
likely not to distinguish accurately that which was matter of form from that 
which was matter of substantial importance. This was his first objection. He 
did not mean to say, with reference to the present proceedings, that they were 
illegal under the slave law of Jamaica; but only let the forms of the charges in 
any of the trials be looked at, and let the house then say whether that system of 
law could go on to be supported. The prisoners were here charged with being 
guilty — of what? — of ** rebellious conspiracy:" and was that all? No; but 
there was the addition — and ^* of other crimesJ* This left the prosecutor at 
liberty to give evidence of any crime (no matter how unconnected with the main 
charge) of which the party might have been guilty. The prisoners were 
charged with " rebellious conspiracy." Every body knew, in this country, that 

* The proofs of contradiction adduced by the Honourable Gentleman were 
very striking and decisive: they Ifvill probably be exhibited on a future occasion. 
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a man cw /himself; but tbese cbargts stated no t|mci«no 

place, nor rhom, or against whom, the colprit was accnseii of 

having cc the house, then, fail to say, that this systena 

deserved i ligbest degree ? He wonld now call the attention 

of the hoi as point->he meant the law as it reified to slave 

evidence. accusation made against one of the white popula- 

tion, slave flowed. They were viewed as beings who had no 

due nbtioi between truth and falsehood ; and they were not 

suffered, t iridence against a white man. But let the house 

mark the < sistency which distingnished the system. When a 

slave was le life, character, or property of a white were not 

at stake, 1 es was freely admitted against the accused party ; 

not undei \ oath, but on his bare word, he having previously 

listened tb to tell a falsehood. Now, he would ask the house, 

could a ay i defended ? Could it lead to the ends of justice t 

He did no who acted under this system, but he blamed, id 

the most i e system itself. Those individuals were not pro- 

ceeding c( their acts were only in accordance with it H^ 

reproachet the law which he condemned. Now let the house 

look at th4 made in the case of Charles Brown, for example. 

What was ge of high treason. The principal witness on the 

occasion was the boy William. Was he sworn ? No, be was not. He was in- 
sensible to the obligation of an oath, and yet he was admitted to give evidence 
to take away the life of a fellow-slave. Here he begged the house to mark 
another peculiar circumstance. Was it not, be asked, the universal rule of 
common law in this country (and he always understood that the common law of 
this country extended to Jamaica),that hearsay evidence should not be received? 
Yet, in this case, hearsay evidence was .received to a very great extent. The 
b<)y William said, ** Sterling, my father, spoke such and such facts." This was 
the very worst species of hearsay evidence, and yet it was admitted against the 
j^risoner. He understood, that though the law was different with respect to 
whites, this course of proceeding had \^en uniformly admitted with reference 
to blacks. He condemned this system in its general pnociple, he condemned' it 
also in its mode of working, as it was developed in the cases before the house. 
But when he stated this, he must declare his conscientious belief, that the per* 
sons who were engaged in those prosecutions acted in accordance with what 
they thought the law of the colony. He could not attempt to defend that sys- 
tem ; but still it w as due to those who only acted under that system to state the 
fact. Let the house consider further, the inconsistency which appeared in some of 
those trials, and which had been very properly pointed out by his learned friend. 
The boy William declared, before the court, that he knew of large bodies of 
negroes meeting together; but, in his first examination, he had spoken only of 
the assembling of five persons. Every body, however, who read the reports 
of those trials, must perceive that they were very imperfectly given. Indeed, 
they could form but a very loose idea of the guilt or innocence of the parties 
accused, from the mere reading of these reports. Those who were present, by 
marking the demeanour of the witnesses, by observing the conduct of the 
accused, could form a more just idea of the guilt or innocence of the parties, 
than any set of men were capable of doing from the perusal, not to say of 
an imperfect report, but of the most perfect report of the proceedings.* 
After some observations, tending to shew that it was not strictly illeg^ to 
receive the evidence of a son against a father, or of a wife, so called, if she were 
only a concubine, against her husband ; and after pronouncing an eulogy on 
Colonel Cox who presided at these tri^s, the Attorney-General concluded with 
saying, that he believed the magistrates and juries had acted fairly and 
honestly under an impression of the existence of conspiracy ; and that, there- 
fore, though he would be willing, in 'the words of the amendment, to condemn 
the system, he could not agree vnth his learned friend to pass a sweeping cen- 
sure on the individuals, who he thought had conscientiously administered the 
law as they found it. 

* And yet it was on this imperfect report, with all its gross inconsistencies 
and contradictions, that the authorities in Jamaica ordered these eight mea to 
execution. 
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' l)r. LuBHiMOTioN said; the speech of the hon. and learned gentleman who had 
jHist addressed the house, went to this — to the fearfal extent of showing, that if 
the forms of law were bat observed— if the forms established in any one of the 
distant tenitories of this country, however revolting to humanity, were adhered 
to — the House of Commons was prohibited from inquiring how far justice was 
administered in any given case. The hon. and learned gentleman had dwelt on 
the difficulty which must arise in judging of what had occurred at a great dis- 
tance, when an incorrect record of the proceedings was before the house ; when 
they had not such an opportunity as the jury had, for sifting and examining the 
matters alleged against the accused. If that position were well founded, then 
it would follow, that it mattered not Whether those individuals were executed 
on the evidence of bribed slaves, or of an unsworn boy ; or if they had been 
condemned on half the evidence adduced, the argument of the learned gentle- 
man would have been just as conclusive. He, however, would argue, that the 
first duty of that house was, to see that justice was administered in a strictly 
impartial manner, even in the most distant possessions of this country. This 
was the more important, because in those distant possensioos, there was an infi- 
nitely greater opening for injustice and oppression, than could, by possibility, 
be found near the seat of Government. Here, if an apprentice were ill-used, 
or if any abuse were discovered in a gaol, members of that house were ready to 
Start up, to call on ministers to redress the grievance, or, if they found it neces- 
sary, to proceed with the case themselves. In the Colonies, however, all was 
hidden in obscurity or buried in oblivion. In the present case, they heard of 
the execution of eight individuals, under most extraordinary circumstances, and 
they were told, that tbey were not to inquire into what took place, because, 
forsooth, it was all in accordance with an old and barbarous system, which had 
warranted the Duke of Manchester, it was said, in ordering their execution. 
But was not the evidence on which he had acted, the same which was now be- 
fore them, and which was the most inconclusive that could be imagined ? How 
came it, he should like to know, that the Duke of Manchester had authorized 
the execution of eight individuals, found guilty upon such evidence, without 
having it fully examined by legal men ? He might have had the opinion of the 
Chief Justice of the island, who, well acquainted as he was with English law, 
would at once have detected the errors with which that evidence abounded. 
He contended that the whole proceeding was contrary to every idea of sub- 
stantial justice, and he was astonished to think that any tribunal^ consisting of 
Englishmen, could, in a case of life or death, receive such evidence. He im- 
puted not to the Duke of Manchester or the magistrates any wilful malice ; but 
he did impute to them great carelessness in the performance bf their high duties. 
Dr. Loshington quoted various passages in th^ papers, to shew that evidence 
had been admitted at third hand, hearsay testimony three deep, in order to provd 
the existence of that desperate and formidable conspiracy, on the reality of 
which Mr. Horton rested his defeiice of th^ Duke of Manchester and the 
magistrates. The Attorney-General had expressed his entire disapprobation of 
the system of law prevailing in Jamaica ; but that law, he argued, had been 
honestly executed. From this proposition he entirely dissetited ; nOr could he 
see how a verdict of guilty could have been given, but through the influence of 
fear or cowardice, or some worse passion uniting men to do injustice to their 
fellows. His hon. friend (Mr. Horton) had said, that he was authorized by the 
Duke of Manchester to declare, that none of the witnesses had received rewards 
for their evidence. And yet what said the Secret Report of the Jamaica As- 
sembly now before them? It recommended to the House to reimburse the parish 
bf St. Mary the sum of £376. paid for the manumission of certain slaves, who 
had rendeied essential service by the discoveries they had made. Did this look 
like a pure administration of justice, by witnesses free from the influence of 
intimidation or reward ? If any thing could poUute the course of justice and 
make the verdicts of jnries the means of oppressioii, it was holding out to slaves 
such a temptation as tlie boon of freedom to convict their fellows. To prove a 
plot, testimony was to be obtained in any way ; and bribes were to be offered 
to any man base enough to receive one. It was thus that such miscreants as 
Mack and Corberand were induced to invent and swear to the most malignant 
falsehoods. On the single evidence of one of these men, himself an accomplice^ 
Vrhdhad aUeady been guilty of manifest perjury, and whose evidence was un« 
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donfinried by any oth^r tettiitioiiy, did the Buke of Manchester, in one cate, f&at 
of LeoD, order the execution of the final and dreadfal sentence' of the law. Tik6 
white people of Jamaica claimed as their birthright the enjoyment of English 
laws and privileges. How bad they enjoy«d them? By engrossing to them- 
selves all the advantages of that excellent system, and by placing the blacktf 
under a code of laws in which every feature of injustice and tyranny were dis- 
gustingly prominefnt. It had been asserted, that the conduct of the judges on 
these trials had been free from all imputation. And yet, though the miserable 
and ignorant prisoners were without counsel or attorney, the judges had not 
cross-examined a single witness. Did Colonel Cox, whose humanity was so 
much extolled, ask, '* Have you been promised your freedom ?" "Have you been 
threatened by your master?*' Nothing of the sort : and although five magistrates 
presided^ not one had the common honesty, or rather the common humanity, to 
put a single question to elucidate the truth. In short, if the amendment were 
carried, it would henceforth be thought sufficient in the Colonies to adhere to the 
mere forms of law, and to disregard all the obligations of substantial Jurtice. It 
had been said, that one of the slaves, Cosley, bad confessed his crime. He did not 
believe it. Where was his confession ? He begged to ask, whether the following^ 
scene had nbt occurred at the place of execution : — Were not the graves of the 
miserable sufferers dug beneath the gallows ? Was not an offer made to spare 
the lives of any two who would confess their guilt ? and did they not one and 
all refuse to acknowledge the slightest crimiuality ? That such was the fact, 
he had from a respectable gentleman, an eye-witness of the scene. In defence 
of the Dujce of Manchester it was said, that the alarm was great, and the 
responsibility heavy, and that examples were necessary. But before examples 
were made, ought not guilt to be established ? The very laws of Jamaica were 
framed in defiance of every semblance of justice, as respected the blacks. 
Hence judges and juries, in the case of blacks, lost sight of what would be 
mere humanity in the case of a white ; and hence the horrible scenes, origi- 
nating in pusillanimity and hatred, which were last year exhibited. Much had 
been said of the horrors attending negro insurrection ; but even these would 
form no parallel to the horrors which the whites, professors of Christianity, and 
acquainted with the forms and principles of justice, had heaped from time to 
time on the devoted negroes. All the massacres of St. Domingo were not to be 
compared with the barbarities related by Bryan Edwards to have been per- 
petrated by the whites of Jamaica on the negroes, and yet, though himself a 
man of education and talents, he relates them unaccompanied by a single 
refiection on their needless and wanton cruelty. Conspiracy might be danger- 
ous, but it was not less dangerous to drive a population to desperation by such 
scenes as these. If they meant to preserve the Colonies, they might administer 
the laws strictly ; but they must do justice and love mercy. No race of men 
would submit to be quiet, if their feelings were wronged and tortured by oppres-^ 
sion. If in our conduct to the negro we followed ^e principles of Christian- 
ity ; if We taught him a sense of justice and a knowledge of God; if we 
afforded him present comfort, and a future hope of rising from his present de- 
graded state, we might keep him quiet ; but we could nevelr do so by the opera- 
tion of the mere fear of terrible punishment. If we looked to past events, 
and contemplated those likely to arise, we must be convinced, that it was good 
for all who lived in the distant parts of our dominions, that the doors of 
this house should be open to their complaints, and that in all cases parliament 
should shew its readiness to do justice and to punish oppression. 

The Solicitor-General perfectly concurred with his Learned Friend in all 
the sentiments he had expressed of a generous abhorrence of slavei'y as well as 
in his eloquent denunciation of its abuses ; and he most earnestly desired a re- 
formation of these evils ; but he could not agree with him as to the gross mal- 
versation of all who were concerned in the late trials. The House could not 
adopt Mr. Denman*s resolution without being prepared to state, that the judges, 
the jury, and the governor, had all been guilty of a perversion of law and a 
violation of justice. He did not contend that these trials had been properly 
conducted, but that such as they were, they were in accordance with the laws 
of Jamaica. Were these trials illegal according to the lex loci? That that law 
was bad aikd required a thorough reformation, every individual on both sides of 
the House was agreed* That in all trials the black should be on the same foot* 
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ifiS with th«f Wbite be malhtaitted As iltrongiy ClU Any inkh ; biit li« Wbtild tim, 
caaseni fo ^tigitidtise iddiriddal^ who had only acted accbitliti^ td the eiUtin|; 
Ittate of lAAv. Tbe^' if^tb not to be pafiUhed becanse the laW wal b^y or be- 
cause they were iiot s^ich a nicely balancing jury as a jury af th6 bounty of 
Kent : and yet for this the resolutiod went to condemn tbem^ He was not pre- 
pared indeed to defend these piroceedings. He was not prepared to take upoa 
himself the task of threading the ichuography. Still he did not think the judges 
and governor ought to be censured. It would be injustice as great as any 
which had taken place in the Colonies if we were to condemn these men for 
acting under the existing law. The House, be trusted, would execute the duty 
of amending that law ; and he agreed fully with his Hon. Friends opposite as 
to the bated and accursed nature of the system of slavery, and he went along 
with them in desiring the abolition of it and its evils ; but still be could Bot 
vote for the original motion, but must vote for the amendment. 

. Mr, W. Smith gave his meed of praise to the force and eloquence displayed 
by his Learned Friends, (Mr. Denman and Dr. Lushington), and would not 
weaken the effect of their arguments by repeating them. He fully agreed^ 
iiowerer, with the Solicitor General in designating the colonial system as a 
hated and accursed system. He himself avoided the use of such expressions^ 
but he rejoiced to hear them fall from the mouth of so high an authority, That 
Hon. and Learned Member, while he denied the dishonesty of the Jamaica 
Jury, in fact, admitted that the negroes were living in a state of society, the 
very nature of which required such a system of laws as almost to render it 
impossible ibr them to expect justice. If, however, he bad examined the pro- 
ceedings of the coarts rather more aecurately, he would find that they were net 
to be Justiied even on the ground of having administered the law stri!etly, ae*> 
cording to its existing forms. They had not admitted or rejected evidence, on 
mere technical rules of evidence. They had admitted against the prisoners 
hearsay evidence, at the third hand ; and without atteuding to mere technical 
distinctions, wiiich a common or even special jury of the country might not be 
supposed to know, they had violated principles of evidence so clear that every 
man must be acquainted with them.. In fact^ no man of coipmon sense and 
<bomnion humanitv could fail to observe the looseness of the evidence on which 
these persons had been convicted. These trials, however, did not furnish the 
only instances of the absolute necessity of altering the present. laws of tte 
island. Indeed those laws could not be exposed to the view of the British 
people, without their saying instantly, that such a system could not be sufiferec^ 
to exist in any dependencies of the British empire. The people and the Par- 
Ustment of this country were disposed to alter this system. The. white people 
of JamaCica said it should not be altered. In what a dilemma, then, was this 
country placed . The alteration must eventually take place, but in the inter- 
mediate time what controul was possessed by the people of England, that an 
administration of law according to the principles of justice and humanity should 
be secured to the Colonies ? Was there now any other security than that o^ 
public opinion ? His Hon. and Learned Friend had proposed a resolution, by 
Which the voice of public opinion would be clearly expressed. However the 
qtiestion now at issue between the motion and the amendment might be decided^ 
the discussion, he ^as convinced y would have done infinite good. It would 
o^en to the eyes of tlie public such scenes as they were not accus^onied to see ; 
it Would conviricd tfhem, that the representations made by those who were some- 
titnes fa:lsely accused of misleatUng the public mind, were (rue representations ; 
that th?y had not asSerterf one fact vvhich was not fully made out when the do- 
cuments v^iere produced ; that tfhey had not put forth one statement which was 
not coiifirmed to its veiY letter ; that there was not one single accusation o( 
cruelty which was not fully established. He did not say that the Right Hon. 
Gentleman opposite (Mr. Canning:) had given, two nights ago, a view of the 
meliorationis in th^ condition df the 8la\ es which he dW not believe to be true ; 
but he thought the persons to whoni thfet Right Hoft. Gentleman had tVnsted fot 
his information' had misintbtibod hirii. H* was qtAm sttte that the mcflidi^tidtts^ 
had neither been so numerous nor so important as the Right H06. Gerttl^hiati 
badstaterf.i The present system of slavery, be it remembeted, v^as n^ot ^Mt 
which Christianity at its first coming had tolerated. It had not, as ^as dlW^ed 
t 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^2 

antiquity to jastify it ; it was of mushroom growth ; it had sprang np long, long 
after the preyalence of Christianity had actually abolished the ancient slavery, 
and, in his opinion, the existing slavery and the Christian religion were most 
entirely opposed to, and wholly incompatible with, each other. 

Sir Robert Wilson agreed with tiie Hon. Member who had just sat down, 
and with the Hon. and Learned Gentleman who had brought forward the motion, 
who he thought was entitled to the thanks of the House and the country, for 
calling their attention to these gross abuses. The motion of his Learned Friend 
was more agreeable to the view he took of the matter than the amendment, 
precisely because he thought the House was called on to pass a vote of censure 
on the magistrates, the governor, and the whole course of the proceedings ; it 
was bound to censure the judges, the jurors, and all the parties concerned in 
carrjring on these lawless and sanguinary proceedings. The magistrates had 
not acted under the sanction of the law, but in violation of it. The evidence 
was such as common justice, common sense, and common humanity would in- 
stantly have rejected. He would do the Law Officers of the Crown the justice 
to say, that they had spoken of the system in those strong terms it merited ; but 
he did not know that the House was as yet aware of all its atrocities — what 
would Members think of the following case? In 1822, a man named James 
Simpson was tried at Jamaica, for having chained down a young girl, only nine 
years of age, and then committing a rape on her person. He was found guilty ; 
bui his counsel moved, in arrest of judgment, that the man had committed no 
crime, for the girl was not a human being, but a chattel, and that as against her 
the oifence was'no offence. The case was remitted to England, and he believed 
the opinion of the twelve judges was required on it, who declared^ that, in the 
existing state of the law in Jamaica, no punishment could be inflicted on the 
man, and he was set at liberty. The Government had taken the matter up, he 
also believed, and had made strong representations to the Colonial Legislature 
on the subject of the law. From such circumstances as these, proving what 
was the actual state of the law, and what the condition of the slave, he thought 
we were bound to pursue the total destruction of slavery, reckless of every 
opposing plea. 

Mr. GouLBURN, having had the misfortune to succeed to a property in the 
Colonies, could not allow the debate to close without asserting, that there were 
Gentlemen connected vrith the colonies, who felt as warmly concerning all these 
transactions as any of the Honourable Members on the other side of the House. 
It was due to the Colonists to state, that the sentiments of many of Uiem were 
perfectly in unison with those of the Gentlemen who reprobated these proceed- 
ings. He found it the more necessary to make this declaration, because he 
intended to vote for the amendment, though in most of what had been said 
respecting the trials, the evidence, the laws of the colonies, he fully agreed with 
the Hon. Gentlemen opposite. But, though of this opinion, he could not go the 
length of the original proposition, because he was not prepared to visit with a 
heavy censure, or to stigmatize as criminal, men, who, living in a state of society 
quite different from this, whose property and lives being at stake, and who 
acting under the greatest apprehension, had not conducted themselves quite so 
calmly, so dispassionately, as Gentlemen would have conducted themselves here. 
If the resolution of his Hon. Friend went forth with the unanimous approvid of 
the House, it would be impossible for the Colonists to doubt how highly l^eir 
conduct was disapproved of. They must see, that Gentlemen who agreed oa 
no other subject, had united to condemn the Colonial laws ; and such a sentence 
of condemnation would, he thought, operate as an effectual check against such 
proceedings in future. The original resolution involved in it a principle that, 
if applied to the judicial establishments of this country, might lead to enormous 
evils. It called on the House, with very insufficient evidence, to pass a severe 
censure on the magistracy of Jamaica. 

Mr. Brougham differed entirely from the Right Hon. Gentleman in the view 
he took of the subject. The opinion of that House, censuring the unjust con- 
duct of the Magistrates, and pointing out thtft the system was wrong, and 
required reform, would indeed convince the Colonists that it must be reformed. 
Bat as the amendment, though expressing a strong disapprobation of the system, 
sought to screen those acts of injustice which were not denied, and could not be 
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denied, which were undefended and indefensible ; as this Amendment not onlf 
sought to screen, but actually defended what no single man in that House would 
stand up to defend, he felt himself bound to take the sense of the House on the 
subject ; and he should divide against the Amendment, though he stood alone, 
rather than it should go forth to the public as having received the unanimous 
approbation of tiiat House. The Amendment attributed all the blame to the 
system, but assumed that the trials w^re all strictly according to the regular 
mode of proceeding ; therefore, it was said, that the system alone was to be 
amended, and it was not proper to express an opinion on the conduct of those 
who had acted under it. The Attorney-General had said, he should be the last 
man to defend the system ; and the Solicitor- General had said, God forbid, that 
he should deny or defend the atrocities of the system. He was even indignant, 
that it should be supposed he had looked through the Report, and examined the 
cases, with a view to defend them. He did not even attempt to palliate, what, 
all admitted, deserved blame ; but he wished the House to distinguish between 
the law and the individuals, and only to censure the former. But, in his opinion, 
>the law had been so perverted — the evidence was so inadmissible^the charge 
80 vague and irregular, that it was not possible to defend the conduct of the in- 
dividuals. Even in Smith's case there was a better ground of defence : he was 
tried, indeed, by an anomalous Court — by a Court half military, half civil; but 
there had been a definite disturbance, and there was against him a specific 
charge; but in the St. Mary's case, how were the men put on their trial ? His 
Learned Friend said they were legally tried ; but all the evidence against them 
was hearsay evidence, some at third hand — such as would not, as he well knew, 
be 'received in this country, or in any country where law was known. His 
Learned Friend had stated, that the whole had been conducted according to 
law, and that the law had not been violated. With all due respect to his 
Learned Friend, he would say, that if the law had not been violated, it had 
been perverted—that justice had been violated, and that, under colour of law, 
a gross and a violent act of injustice had been committed. The precipitancy 
with which the St. Mary's trial had been conducted was most indefensible. '^ I 
thought it my duty (says Colonel Cox) to insist on the Magistrates trying the 
Negroes that had been taken, immediately : and to send their trial and sentence 
express, as it will, in my opinion, be highly important for the safety of the 
parish, and probably, the island, that they should be executed before Christmas :'* 
— no respite — no breathing time, was allowed between the trial and the execu- 
tion. There was a necessity, it was supposed, to hasten forward the operation 
— to proceed with the trial, trusting to a conviction, in order that there might 
be an execution before Christmas. At St. Mary's the men were put on their 
trial without many of the formalities resorted to in the other trials, and which, 
therefore, must have been omitted, not from ignorance, but intentionally, or 
from mere indifference. The charge was vague and indefinite, and the prisoners 
were condemned on evidence which would not have been thought sufficient in 
this country to convict the basest of mankind of the smallest penal offence. 
Those eight men were sentenced to death, to gratify the headlong impatience 
and alarm of some of their masters ; and to deter others, they were ordered to 
be executed before Christmas. If the House felt as he knew they must feel, he 
was sure they would not be satisfied, unless they passed a censure on the judi- 
cature that tried them. But if the proceedings of this judicial body were 
influenced by their apprehensions, that could not be said of the Governor, who 
was at a distance, and could not be affected by the vain fears which existed 
among the people of St. Mary's. These fears were local : and if they afforded 
a justification of the people on the spot, they afforded no justification, no exten- 
uation whatever, of the precipitancy of the Governor. He received the state- 
ment of the trial, read the vague charges, compared the evidence, varying and 
contradictory as it was ; be was surrounded by bis Council, his Secretary, and 
his Law Officers, and had access to their opinions. And yet even he would 
give these men no breathing time, would allow them no respite, but by the return 
of the messenger, dispatched instructions that they should be executed forth- 
with. There was a similar haste, and a similar irregularity, in the trial of Leon, 
of St. George's, and similar discrepancies in the evidence of Corberand ; for it 
was on his varying and contradictory evidence the man was capitally con- 
victed. He considered the whole of the proceedings to be a perversioQ of the 
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I grogs violation of justice; and if men were 
y could be excited by their apprehensions to 
system was such that they could commit them 
3 so much the more necessary that the House 
on their conduct. If men were placed in a 
ider the influence ef some momentary passion, 
in of irrevocable measures, involving no less 
uals, it behoved the House the more strongly- 
lit prevent the recurrence of similar conduct. 
e world, that if justice and mercy were duties, 
trusted with power to retain their self-posses- 
less imperiously required of them, not to allow 
panic or terror, under the influence of which 
ise, sanction the shedding of innocent blood. 
Ills duty if he had not sUted these his reasons 
; ought not to pass without merited reproof. If 
idies that such proceedings had escaped the 
same injustice, the same cruelties, would be 
ith impunity. 

e the reasons why he approved of the Amend- 
i motion, was anxious to have it distinctly un- 
ny man in the feelings which those proceedings 
ite, and that he differed from the Gentlemen 
^d to him that the question must be decided 

nature. — Even upon the Hon. and Learned 
id be impossible for him consistently to vote for 
y P Because that Resolution condemned the 
Be sweeping affirmation of a perversion of all 
nech went in some degree to discriminate the 
meudment stated what was true, with respect 
at Negro life was put to hazard, and Negro 
lifferent from that which was applied to white 
is was to be lamented, and so, with respect to 
correct. If the Resolution of the Honourable 
een couched in such woi;ds as these, — " That 
5 in Jamaica in 1823-4, felt it to be its duty to 
ts sorrow for the manner in which these trials 
ht that the system ought to be altered," he 
t. But instead of this, in his original !> esolu- 
e should express its " sorrow and indignation 
ce in the proceedings, and at the precipitation 

wholly unsupported by evidence." Now, 
br a resolution containing these assertions, 
in these proceedings there was a perversion of 
lie Colonies. Undoubtedly, he considered the 
ered; but he was not prepared to. affirm that 
law, such as it was, or that there had been 
jution of the sentence. With respect to the 
have ordered it without any reference to the 
' fact, they had referred the sentence to the 
ider an alarm which pervaded the whole of 
they did not avail themselves of the power 
, but, of their own free wijil, they referred the 
it, with respect to them, the proposition with 
pletely nega^tived. Then, as to the Duke of 
ative of the Crown in that country, and, among 
jrcise of that of mercy. Now, as a general rule, 
j^ative of mercy, that he- could, not ponceive a 
sample than that which would be furnished by 
the exercise of the prerogative of extending or 
of that prerogative must be left unquestioned, 
entirely taken away ; for you totally deprive 
it subject to Parliamentary investigation. If 
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Uie Hon. and Learned Gentlemaa liad oaramunicated hU resolatiqn to him be-» 
fore it was roov^d in tlie House, lie wpuld h|tve been happy to suggest such 
Hmendmepts as might have led to a» unanimous approbation of it by the House, 
instead of drawing up, along with others, another resolution expressive of their 
views, which was now proposed as an amendment Nay, he might say, that if the 
original resolution had not contained propositions which he thought unfounded in 
fact, he would have preferred voting for it ; but, as the matter stood, he thought 
that the amendment woi^ld beat satisfy^not all the feelings which a perusal of 
these papers naturally and necessarily excited— not all the feelings which might 
very properly be expressed in communications between man and man — but that 
which was roost fitting for Pailiament to resolve; and this would operate t^ 
effectually in tlie Colonies as a specific censure, while it avoided all the incon- 
veniences with which a censure on the proceedings of a Court of Judicature 
would be attended. He was particularly anxious to show that there was no 
difference among them on any other point than an apprehension of the evils that 
might result from passing a censure upon a judicial and legal proceeding. It 
was to save that point — to save the public from the danger of such a precedent, 
that he voted for the amendment in preference to the original resolution. For 
t|ie precedent might, if once established, ascend from these disgusting tribunals 
to others of a higher and better description. With whatever disgust, therefore, 
in a moral point of view, they must look at these proceedings, still, if conducted 
according to the law of the place, they were not a proper subject for censure in 
that House. He would not enter into the details of these trials, nor say any thing 
to blunt the edge of those feelings with which they must be regarded. He only 
wished to impose this check, not upon the feelings themselves, but upon that 
undue and irregular mode of expressing them which the original resolution in- 
volved. 

Mr. Df.nman, in reply, said, lie had apprized many members, and among 
otheis, the Colonial Secretary, of the contents of his resolution. He certainly 
felt Tery desirous that any resohition which it was proper to pass upon this sub- 
ject, should be adopted unanimously ; and he was not so much attached to any 
particular phrases of his own, as to refuse to adopt other words, provided he 
could do so consistently with his duty, and with that which he believed the 
House owed to itself. If he had failed in making the most of his case, his de- 
ficiencies had been supplied by his friends around him; and, if they had left any 
thing undone, that deficiency also had been supplied by the arguments of the 
gentlemen on the other side ; for every gentleman who had spoken on that side, 
had used expressions as strong, if not stronger, than those contained in his 
resolution, but had endeavoured to get rid of the natural effect of them, by a 
quibbling fallacy. It was said that those tribunals proceeded according to the 
laws of Jamaica, and it was denied that there was precipitation. Now, he 
would ask, whether it was the law of Jamaica, that the trial should take place 
in two days after the apprehension of the supposed offenders ? — whether it was 
the law of Jamaica that they should have the assistance of neither counsel nor 
witnesses? — whether it was the law of Jamaica that eight men should be exe- 
cuted in one morning, in order that there might be executions before Christmas? 
— whether it was the law of Jamaica that the wife should be called upon to give 
evidence against her husband on a trial for his life? If the law did not ab- 
solutely compel them to adopt such a course of proceeding, then there was here 
a gross perversion of law and justice. His resolution was founded upon this, 
that, although some form of law had been pieserved, it had been perverted in 
principle. It was a perversion of the law to precipitate execution under a sen- 
tence resting on proof, upon which no human beings ought to be condemned. 
It was a perversion of the law to execute eight men in one morning, that there 
might be executions before Christmas. The Attorney- General had said that it 
was the practice in the Colonies to proceed on hearsay evidence, and that' he 
had found, upon Inquiry, that such had been usually received in the trial of 
slaves. Now, the Common Law of Jamaica was the same as the Common Law 
of England ; and was it the law of England, that persons should be tried and 
condemned on hear-say evidence? That a wife should be received as a witness 
against her husband? This was not the law; and, even if it had been the law, 
that would not have justified these disgusting and infkmous proceedings. Hut, 
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then, the AttOTney-General meets part of the objection in another way, and says 
that the woman, although she cohabited with the man, might not be his wife : 
he had made inquiries, he said, to ascertain how the matter stood ; but it did 
not appear that he had got any information, either the one way or the other. 
But the fact that she was his wife wisis stated on the record ; and if she had not 
been so, it was not to be supposed that the Judge would not have taken notice 
of it. It was, therefore, in this case, to be taken that the woman was really the 
wife of this man, against whom she gave evidence. In these cases, the Common 
Law had been grossly perverted, and the only reasonable objection to his reso- 
lution was, that it did not go far enough — that it did not sufficiently set forth 
the' extent of the violation of law, which had taken place in these infamous pro- 
ceedings. Then, another point was argued, that the resolution did not discri- 
minate between the several cases. It, however, proceeded upon grounds which 
were common to them all, as far as respected the perversion of law. Persons 
were tried aiid condemned on the testimony of witnesses not sworn, and on 
hearsay — the wife had been adduced as evidence against her husband — the 
executions had been indecently precipitated. All these were perversions of law 
— all of them clearly supported his resolution, and the House would abandon its 
duty if it adopted any thing short of it. Then, as to the Judges, it was said that 
they had not been precipitate, and they had almost been praised for not ordering 
immediate execution, but referring the sentence to the Governor. It .was a lame 
cause which required this sort of bolstering. The Juries were certainly the least 
blameable, because they had been misled by the Judges. And who was the 
chief judge in this case ? The military commander, who headed the troops 
which surrounded the Court, who was anxious to have executions before Christ- 
mas — who condemned these poor creatures on such unheard-of testimony, and 
who was said not to have been precipitate, because he did not order instant exe- 
cution, but referred the sentence to the Governor. Then came the defence of 
the Governor. It was said, tliat it would be most dangerous to interfere with 
the exercise of the prerogative of extending or withholding mercy. But he 
maintained that it was not a question of mercy, but of justice; for the Governor 
was bound, in justice, not to have ordered execution in such a case. Sbppose 
a case had come before the Secretary for the Home Department, where persona 
had been condemned upon evidence clearly bad and insufficient ; would he, in 
such a case, advise execution without further inquiry? And that, too, in order 
to have execution done, and an example made before a certain day? Thea 
his resolution called for a reform — of what? Not of the law, though that doubt- 
less required it, but of the administration of criminal justice in the island. But, 
they were told, that the system of law ought to bear all the blame. But, was it 
to be endured, that public functionaries should thus carry unjust sentences into 
execution in such a precipitate manner, and that the House should do nothing 
more than coolly say, that all the blame rested with the system ? What was the 
check upon the administration of the law under such a system? Why, that an 
£nglish nobleman, having an English education— acquainted with the laws and 
usages of Parliament, and knowing something of the general feelings and dis- 
position of the English people, stood there like a great sea-mark, not to give 
effect to the fears of the rabble, but to take care that impartial justice was done 
to all classes. If he did not act in this manner, he deserved censure, and ought 
to be censured. The system, such as it was, was still in operation, and it cer- 
tainly was the more necessary that the judicial proceedings should be strictly 
watched. Then came the argument of the late Secretary to the Colonies, and 
he said that this resolution would be a dangerous precedent in other cases. But, 
was the House prepared to say that it never would inquire into any judicial 
proceedings, where, although the essence of justice had been violated, the forms 
had been complied Witii? What would be said of the case of St. Mary's; what of 
that of St George's, in which a person had been condemned and executed, on 
the evidence of Corberand alone, after the infamy of the witness was manifest? 
In the trials of Russell and Sydney, the forms of law had been complied with. 
They had been indicted, tried, and convicted by Juries misled by the Judges. 
And yet, if their cases were to come before the House, would it be a good ground 
of argument against a censure upon the Judges who condemned, and l£e Go- 
vemroent who executed, that the mere forms of law had been complied with I 



Digitized by 



Google 



127 

So neither, in the present case, could a compliance with mere forms protect the 
Judges and Governor, the former of whom seemed almost to be praised by the 
other side for not doing all the injustice they could have done. \Vith respect to 
the system, it was quite impossible it could last long, and he was not very 
anxious about that part of the resolution. But he was sure, that if such conduct 
as this bad been exhibited in Britain, it would have been visited with the 
utmost severity; and, if these proceedings in the Colonies were to be suffered 
to pass unreprobated by that House, they would be laying a foundation for the 
foulest perversions of justice. He could not, therefore, consent to withdraw 
his resolution. 

The House then divided — 

For the original mo^on, 63^Against it, 103 — Majority, 40. 

After the division, and while strangers remained excluded, Mr. Brougitam, 
referring to the course and temper of the discussion, suggested the propriety of 
cutting oflTthe latter part of the amendment relative to the inexpediency of im- 
peaching the verdict of the Court, being all that part which followed the words 
** the year 1823." 

Mr. Canning assented to the suggestion, and it was agreed nem, con. to alter 
the amendment accordingly. 

It then stood thus : — 

Resolved, nemine contradiccnte : — " That this House sees, in the proceedings 
which have been brought under its consideration, with respect to the late trials 
of slaves in Jamaica, further proof of the evils inseparably attendant upon a 
state of Slavery ; and derives therefrom increased conviction of the propriety of 
the resolutions passed by<this House on the 15th of May, 1823." 
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THE PROGRESS OF COLONIAL REFORM ; 

Being a Brief View of the real Advance made since the \5th of May ^ 
1823, in carrying into effect the Recommendations of His Majesty, 
the uTtanimous Resolutions of Parliament, and the universal Prayer 
of the Nation, with respect to Negro Slavery, — Drawn from the 
Parliamentary Pupers which have appeared prior to the lOth of 
AprU, 1826. 

0» the 15th of May, 1823, the House of Commons resolved, on the 
rooiipn of Mr. Canning, *' to adopt effectual and decisive n^easures for 
meliorating 1^ condition of the .Slave population in his Majesty's Colo- 
fiies ;" and expressed its hope that *' through a determined and perse- 
vering, but judicious and temperate enforcement of such measures," the 
slaves might be prepared, " for a participation in those civil rights and 
privileges which are enjoyed by other classes of His Majesty's subjects \^ 
** ajt the earliest period compatible with the well-being of tlie Slaves, the 
Hafety of the Colonies, and a fair and equitable consideration of the 
interests of all parties concerned therein." 

In pursuance of this resolution. His Majesty's Government proposed 
to introduce into all the Slave Colonies the following reforms : viz. 

1. To provide the 'means of religious instruction and Christian edu- 
cation for the Slave population. 

2. To put an end to markets and to labour on the Sunday, and to 
appropriate that day entirely to rest and recreation, and to religious 
worship and instruction; and instead of Sunday, which had hitherto 
been the day on which, in most of the Colonies, the Slaves had culti- 
vated their provision grounds, to allow them equivalent time on other 
days for that purpose. 

3. To admit the testimony ©f Slaves in courts of justice. 

4. To legalize the marriages of Slaves, and to protect them in the 
enjoyment of their connubial rights. 
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5. To protect the Slaves by law in the acquisition and potsesnon of 
property, and in its transmission by bequest, or otherwise. 

6. To remove all the existing obstructions to manumission, and to 
grant to the Slave the power of redeeming himself, and his wife and 
children, at a fair appraisement. 

7. To prevent the separation of families by sale, or otherwise. 

8. To prevent the seizure and sale of Slaves detached from the 
estate or plantation to which they belong. 

9. To restrain generally the power, and to prevent the abuse, of ar- 
bitrary punishment at the will of the master. 

10. To abolish the degrading corporal punishment of females. * 

11. To abolish the use of the driving^whip in the field, either as an 
emblem of authority, or as a stimulus to labour. 

12. To establish Savings' Banks for the use of the Slaves. 
Besides these important changes, as to the propriety of which, little 

difference of opinion has appeared to exist in this country, and even 
the West-Indian body have generally concurred,* there were two 
other points which formed the subject of much discussion, and to 
the expediency of which it was understood that His Majesty's Govern- 
ment assented. 

One of these respected the question of relieving Negroes and per- 
sons of colour, from the operation of that unjust principle of Colonial 
law, which subjects them to be dealt with as Slaves, unless they shall 
be able to establish, by legal proof, their right to freedom. The other 
respected the policy of not permitting future governors, or judges, 
or attorneys-general, or fiscals, or religious instructors, in the Slave 
Colonies, to be holders of property in Slaves.f 

The views which were taken of the condition of the Slave popula- 
tion by His Majesty's Ministers, and by the Anti-Slavery Society, may 
possibly have differed in some respects, and the former may have been 
led to think more favourably of it than the latter. But, thus far - they 
were agreed ; that that condition was such as to require those swe^ 
ing reforms which the above propositions involved, and which virtually 
conceded to the abolitionists the substance of their case. It was clearly 
impossible to maintain that such reforms were called for in our Slave 
Colonies, without admitting that the state of society existing there was 
at war with every acknowledged principle of natural equity, of common 
humanity, or of British constitutional law, and with the whole spirit 
and genius of the Christian religion, and that therefore the most prompt 
remedial measures were called for. 

His Majesty's Government appeared to have felt so strongly the 
force of this necessary inference from the facts of the case, that a 
fortnight was not suffered to elapse, after the resolution of the 15th of 
May, 1 823, had been adopted, before brief instructions were sent to 

* Lord Bathurst aflSrms repeatedly, in his dispatches to the Colonial gover- 
nors, that the measures he was anxious the legislatures should adopt, had 
** in almost every instance, been recommended by Uie principal planters resident 
in this country." 

t See substance of the debate in the* House of Commons, 15th May, 182$. 
Preface xxvi— xxxiii. 
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the governors of the different Slave Colonies, to hare it forthwith 
carried into effect ; and these were followed, in a few weeks, by further 
histructions still more ample and peremptory, to the same purport.* 
The abolitionists are accused of impatience, because they complain of 
the delay of three years which has already taken place, and of the 
much greater delay which, on the present plan of proceeding, is likely 
to take place before the proposed work of reform shall have even effec- 
tually commenced. But what was the language of Lord Bathurst, His 
Majesty's Secretary of State, as early as the 9th of July, 1823, iu con- 
^ veying to the Colonial governors His Majesty's commands ? — *' I have 
most earnestly to impress upon you,'' says his lordship, in his circular 
letter of that date, " the necessitt of proceeding to carry these im- 
provements into effect, not only with all possible dispatch, but 
in the spirit of perfect and cordial co-operation with the efforts of His 
Majesty s Government.*' ** If you should meet with any serious opposi- 
tion, you will lose no time in transmitting to me the necessary commu- 
nication, in ordeir that I may take the earliest opportunity of laying 
the matter before Parliament, and submitting for their consideration 
such measures as it may befit to adopt in consequence J' 

It may be inferred from the language of this dispatch, as well as 
from that which His Majesty's Ministers held in parliament, that at this 
time they were not fully aware of the real state of things in the West 
Indies, or of the general temper and feeling of the Colonists; and 
that they relied on a ready compliance with requisitions so reasonable 
and moderate in themselves, and so consonant to the universal senti- 
ment of the British parliament and public. They were in vain warned, 
by persons who assumed to be better informed upon this point, that 
they had embarked in a hopeless undertaking; that the Colonists 
would prove inflexible by any recommendations which could be ad- 
dressed to them, or, indeed, by any considerations short of authoritative 
interference, on the part of the Government, and of Parliament ; and 
that the course it was determined to adopt, must end in delay and 
disappointment, if not in insurrection, and all its concomitant evils. 

Even in those Colonies in which (having no local legislatures) the 
King alone possessed the power of framing laws, it was deemed right 
not to issue the requisite orders on the subject, but to submit the pro- 
priety of adopting the proposed changes to the Colonial authorities, 
-and to await their decision. The result was such as those who knew 
them best had fully expected. The clamour against improvement was 
no less loud, the resistance to the Royal recommendations no less un< 
qualified, in the Colonies subject to the Crown, than in those possessing 
assemblies of their own. The universality of this opposition on the 
part of the Colonists, the occurrence of tumult in Demerara, the fabri- 
cated plots in Jamaica, and the bullying remonstrances which burst 
concurrently from every part of the West Indies, appear to have had 
no inconsiderable effect on the measures of His Majesty's Ministers. 
Instead of coming down to Parliament to complain that the recommen- 
dations of His Majesty had not been carried into effect " with all pos- 

* See for these instructions, the Society's Second Report, Appendix B. 
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sible dispatch," and " in a spirit of perfect and cordial co-operattoo 
with His Majesty's Government," and to ask for further counsel, they 
determined on delay ; in the hope that when the existing irritation had 
subsided, the Colonists would be induced to act £K)m a sense of what 
was due to the dignity of the Crown and the authority of Parliament, 
and to the recognized claims of humanity and justice. The single 
measure, to which, in the second year, they limited themselves, was to 
embody their plan of reform in an Order of Council, which should take 
immediate effect in the island of Trinidad, and be presented to the other 
Colonies as the model of their legislation. This expedient has proved , 
equally abortive with that which was first resorted to ; and, at the end 
of three years, the work of reformation which Lord Bathurst so properly 
and so peremptorily required should be proceeded in with all possible 
dispatch, has, as yet, scarcely commenced in any o^ the Colonies, ex* 
cepting Trinidad ; and even there it was found impossible to induce 
the Colonists to pursue it in the required spirit of perfect and cordial 
co-operation with His Majesty's Government. It became necessary 
to resort to compulsion, as affording the only means of carrying their 
plans into effect. No discretion was allowed to the local autho- 
rities. The Order in Council was imposed and enforced by the 
peremptory mandate of the Sovereign. Trinidad, therefore, is the only 
Colony where the proposed reforms have been carried into any thing 
like effect; and even there they have had to encounter from the first, 
and they are still encountering the decided and avowed hostility of the 
whole White Population.* 

As the Trinidad Order has been exhibited to all the Colonies, as the 
nnodel to which they are to assimilate their Slave codes, it is important 
exactly to ascertain the degree in which it may be considered to have 
successfully embodied the various reforms, which were originally contem- 
plated by Ministers, as the first step in their progress towards the final 
emancipation of the Slaves. To this end it will be necessary to take in 
succession the different points mentioned above, and to show how far 
they have been effectively provided for by the Order in Council. 

1. The Order speaks of some future time, when effectual provision 
shall be made for the religious instniction of the Slaves ; but it contains 
itself no regulation whatever either for the instruction of adults, or the 
education of children. 

3. It is not until the effectual provision, thus indefinitely spoken of; 
shall have been made, that Sunday markets are to cease ; and, mean- 
while, they are to be held only before ten in the morning of Sunday. 
The master is at the same time forbidden, except in the case of domes- 
tics, cattle-keepers, &c. to compel his Slaves to labour for his benefit on 
the Sunday ; and whatever necessary labour the Slaves may be induced 
voluntarily to perform for him, on that day, is to be paid for at fixed 
rates of wages. The Order therefore does not prohibit Sunday 
markets, except prospectively, and when religious instruction shall have 

• See the Parliamentary l^apers, passim, under the head Trinidad ; the So- 
riety's Second Report, p. 1 — 7 ; and the Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. 80» 
tt ia the second edition of this lait work, which is quoted throughout* 
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been provided for the Slaves ; and yet it institutes no means whatever 
of such instruction. It further leaves the very important question of 
the Sunday labour of the Slave, in his provision grounds, for his own 
austenance, wholly untouched. It has been most justly assumed by 
His Majesty's Ministers, as an undeniable position, that Sunday must 
be considered as a day belonging to the Slave : and this position has 
been clearly laid down by Lord Bathurst, in one of his dispatches to 
the governor of Trinidad. A question had been put to him by the 
planters of that island, as to their right of compelling lazy and turbu- 
lent negroes to work their grounds on Sunday, " as had," they say, 
" been the practice hitherto." His Lordship tells them that they are 
prohibited from using compulsion in this case, because they are entitled 
only to six days labour of the Slave in the week ; and out of the profits 
of these six days, the Slave must be supported. The master, there* 
fore, can have no possible claim for the services of his Slave on the 
Sunday, either on his account, or with a view to the sustenance of the 
Slave. And for the time during the week which he may appropriate 
to his Slaves for their provision gprounds, he can have no claim to com- 
pensation ; as the arrangement of allowing them land, and sufficient 
time for cultivating it, is adopted, adds his Lordship, in order to super-^ 
sede the necessity of purchasing provisions for them.* 

This view of tne subject is clear and intelligible ; and the fair infer- 
ence to be drawn from it is that the Sunday should be given 
wholly up to the Slave, while, to use Mr. Canning's language, equiva- 
lent time should be secured to him on other days, for cultivating his 
trovision grounds. But this equivalent time has not been assigned tp 
im in the Trinidad Order in Council. 
It had hitherto been the practice in Trinidad, and indeed in all Colo<- 
nies that pursued the plan, which is there pursued, of making the 
Slaves support themselves by the cultivation of their provision grounds, 
to allot the Sunday and a certain portion of time besides, varying from 
16 to 26 days, for that purpose; the master assuming a right of com- 
pelling the slave so to employ not only those week-days, but the Sun^ 
days also; and it being often a part of the ordinary duty of the inferior 
overseers on plantations to visit the negro grounds on Sunday, in order 
to ascertain and report which of the Slaves were engaged there, and 
which were not. What precise number of days, besides Sundays, 
were allowed to the Slaves in Trinidad, for the purpose of raising their 
own provisions, is no where specified. Had the Spanish law been 
adhered to, as it ought to have been, the Slaves would then have had 
52 week days and 30 holidays, besides the Sunday ; which they might 
have called their own, and which they mie^ht have employed in raising 
food, and in acquiring the means of effecting their own or their children's 
(nan u mission. t This merciful law, however, has not been enforced under 
the English government ; and it is believed that the number of week 
days in the year, allowed to the Slave, has at no time exceeded 26, if 
it has even amounted to so many. If this apprehension be erroneous^ 

* See Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. SI. 

♦ See for proof tbe Society's Second Report, Appendix A, p. 72 and 7T. 
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it will be easy to correct it by producing the law of Trinidad on tbe 
subject. 

What then is the situation in which the Trinidad Slave is placed by 
the Order in Council ? The Sunday ceases to be a day of compulsory 
labour : Lord Bathurst justly affirms the right of the Slave to its ab- 
solute and undisturbed enjoyment ; and yet no provision whatever is 
made by this Order for giving him equivalent time in lieu of it. The 
Slave, it will, perhaps, be said, may still work his ground as formerly 
on the Sunday. Without doubt he may. But was this the intention 
of His Majesty's Government, or of Parliament ? Was it not intended, 
bona fide, that the Sabbath should be what its name designates — a day 
of rest, as well as of religious worship, to the Slave ? And let the fact 
be supposed that the clergymen, or missionaries, who visit Trinidad, 
should succeed in conveying to any considerable number of Slaves 
proper impressions of the sanctity of the Sunday, and of the duty of 
devoting it to purposes of religious worship and instruction, would not the 
effect necessarily be that such Christian Slaves would at once have the 
pittance of time applicable to their own purposes^ (at least, which they 
could conscientiously thus apply,) reduced from 78 in the year to 26. 
Seventy-eight week days in the year, however, is obviously the smallest 
number which, if the supposition that has been made respecting the 
practice which had hitherto prevailed in Trinidad be correct, can injustice 
be appropriated to the Slaves for their own use. They will otherwise be 
placed in a worse situation than before, as to time for cultivating their 
grounds. The Order in Council specifies no time which is to be secured 
to them, but leaves them either to the possession of the number of days, 
whatever it be, which, in addition to the Sunday they had hitherto 
been allowed, or to the tender mercies of their master for an increase. 

The continuance of the Sunday market, even till ten o'clock, is, 
without doubt, greatly to be deplored, whether it be regarded as a volun- 
tary and unnecessary desecration of that day, by the supreme au- 
thority of the state, or as a mere question of policy. The Government 
clearly possessed the power at once to put an end to this immoral 
and irreligious practice, and no good reason has been assigned for their 
not putting an end to it. The limitation of the ms^rket also to ten 
o'clock, while it does not save the day from desecration, imposes pe- 
culiar hardships on the Slaves. Many of them have to travel ten, fif- 
teen, and twenty miles, with their loads for sale. In what way is it 
possible for them to attend the market, and to effect their sales, and to 
make their purchases, before ten o clock, without sacrificing a night's 
rest, after a week of labour, in order to reach the Sunday market in due 
time ? The regulation is therefore a cruel one 'to the Slaves, if it were 
possible to observe it ; and if the Sunday markets are still to be con- 
tinued, it can only be wished that the regulation may-not be enforced. 

The reason for this most objectionable prolongation of the practice 
of Sunday markets, is said to be an apprehension lest, until religiousin- 
struction shall have been provided, the Slaves should abuse the day to 
purposes of riot and licentiousness. But how is this effect to be obviated 
by fixing the market on Sunday, and above all by the limitation of that 
market to ten o'clock ? On the contrary, is not this arrangement more 
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Kkdy than any other to produce the effect which it proposes to avoid ? 
The slaves are drawn together in great crowds, from distant parts of 
the country, at an early hour on the morning of Sunday ; and after a 
fatiguing walk, the length of which they must again retrace before they 
reach their homes, and with the money obtained by marketing in their 
pockets, are they not much more likely to be tempted to spend a part 
of the day idly and dissolutely, and, perhaps, after getting drunk, to 
unite for purposes of disorder, than if they had been mdi^ced, as they 
would have been had not the market drawn them to town, to remain 
quietly at home, to repose themselves after the labours of the week, or 
to attend to their grounds or to other domestic occupations ? It is an 
arrangement therefore both impolitic in itself, and most injurious to 
the slave. 

The abolition of Sunday markets is made, by the Order in Council, 
to depend on a very vaguely defined, and most dubious contingency ; 
namely, the making effectual provision for the religious instruction of 
the Slaves. Until that is provided, much, it is true, may be said for not 
interfering to prevent their labouring moderately in their gardens, 01^ 
' grounds, on that day ; but no good reason can be assigned ^r continu- 
ing on that account the Sunday market. 

It is chiefly, however, when the effect of this part of the Order in 
Council for Trinidad, upon the conduct and feelings of the other Colo- 
nies, is contemplated, that its regulations are to be deplored. It is ex- 
hibited to them as an example ; but they do not find in it the proof of 
any high regard for the sanctity of the Sabbath ; on the contrary, 
Sunday markets are, for a time, expressly sanctioned by it. It con- 
tains no provision for giving to the Slave equivalent time in lieu of Sun^ 
day, though it forbids his compulsory labour, even on his own grounds, 
on that day. It, moreover, does not contain a single regulation requir- 
ing or enforcing the religious itistruction, or Christian education, of th^ 
Slaves, in any degree however limited. To those also who are adverse 
to the abolition of the Sunday markets, being the great majority of the 
resident planters, it actually holds out an inducement to ^abstain from 
providing that religious instruction, on the existence of which the abolition 
of them is made to depend. Can it then be any subject of surprise, 
that with this example before them, only one of the Colonies should 
have abolished the Sunday market? In the unfortunate laxity of their 
model, do they not find a sufficient apology, at least, for delay? 
Would it not be unreasonable to blame them for not being in advance 
of the wishes of Government, as those wishes are to be traced in its 
own acts? Before improvement in these important respects is to be 
looked for in any of the Colonies, there must be a revision and correc- 
tion of those clauses of the Trinidad Order which bear on this sub- 
ject. Their malign influence on the progress of reform, in the other 
Colonies, is too plainly visible to be aenied. Notwithstanding the ap« 
pointment of bishops and archdeacons, and additional clergymen, only 
one Colony, throughout the whole range of the Antilles, has abolished 
the Sunday market. And, even in the two Colonies, which are the im-* 
mediate residence of the Bishops, no measures have yet been adopted 
for abolishing it. 
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3. The next head, in the list of proposed reforms, is the admission of 
the evidence of Slaves in courts of justice. When the council of 
Trinidad were asked what was the state of the existing law on this pointy 
in that particular colony, they replied, in their minute of the 9th July, 
1833, that the evidence of Slaves was now received there quantum 
valeat; and to this rule they do not state Any exception. Now, if this 
be a correct account of the matter, and it does not appear to have been 
disputed, then the condition of the Slave, in respect of his admissibility 
as a witness, seems to be deteriorated instead of being improved by the 
Order in Council. For though it be true that the Order in Council has 
declared that " nothing therein contained shall extend to take away or 
diminish any power or authority which any court of criminal jurisdiction 
now hath to admit, in any case, the evidence of persons being in a state 
of slavery ;" yet it seems difficult to conceive, that the special regulations 
respecting the admission of the evidence of slaves, introduced into the 
Order, were intended to have no operation whatever. It is there 
ordained, that any slave, whom any clergyman, priest, or religious 
teacher shall certify to understand the nature of an oath, shall be recorded 
as entitled to give evidence in courts of justice, in all cases civil or cri- 
minal, excepting in civil suits where the master is concerned, or in trials 
affecting the life of a white man. Is it not fair to ask. Did these ex- 
ceptions exist under the old law of Trinidad ? If they did not, then a 
positive injury is inflicted on the Slave by this (so called) amelioration, 
but it may be said, that these exceptions were not intended to operate in 
Trinidad, to the prejudice of the Slaves of that island, whose rights have 
been reserved by a saving clause in the Order, but were inserted in order 
to furnish a convenient exemplification of the provisions, on the subject 
of Slave evidence, which it was desired that the other Colonies should 
adopt. Even on this ground, each of the proposed exceptions is liable 
to some formidable objections. 

In the first place, with respect to the non-admissibility of the evidence 
of Slaves in those civil suits in which their master may happen to be 
concerned ; it is not denied that a Slave may be liable to a strong bias 
in favour of his master in cases of disputed property between him and 
third parties. Neither is it denied, that where an action of debt or 
trespass is brought by a Slave against his master, a species of suit 
which the Trinidad Order legalizes, the evidence of his fellow Slaves 
onght to be received with great caution, whether it be for or against the 
claim. But to shut out that evidence entirely, instead of leaving the 
question of its competency or credibility to be decided by die proper tri- 
bunal, seems to be a rule of very dubious import. 

Another of the exceptions, however, is of a still more objectionable 
nature, namely, that which renders the evidence of Slaves inadmissible 
in trials affecting the life of a White man. Why, the White man, in par- 
ticular, should be protected against the evidence of Slaves is not 
explained. If it be on the ground of his freedom, or of his proprietor^ 
ship, these are grounds which apply with as much, if not more strength^ 
and especially in Trinidad, to the Brown and to the Black who are free^ 
and who are proprietors of Slaves, than it does to the White class. 
Throughout the West Indies, the judges and jurors, at present^ are nA 
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White, and the White clastf, therefore, pot sestes^ ih thit very ckrcam- 
stance, a peculiar guarantee against ihe evil effects which are to be 
apprehended from the admission of the evidence of Slaves on the triied of 
free persons accused of capital offences. If any class of proprietors 
could be regarded as more endangered than another, by admitting the 
evidence of Slaves m such cases, it would be the Black and the Brown 
classes, who are at present wholly excluded, in all the colonies, from a 
seat either on the bench or in the jury-box. 

But this novel principle of legislation is liable to a still more formi- 
dable objection. The cruelties, mayhems, mutilations, and murders, 
which have taken place from time to time in the Slave Colonies, have 
been chiefly perpetrated by White men. The very strong feeling which 
has been excited in this country, in favour of the admission of the evi- 
dence of Slaves, has arisen from an anxious desire and hope of thereby 
guarding against the recurrence of these evils. The exception in ques- 
tion puts an extinguisher on that natural and reasonable hope, for it 
tends to confer impunity on the very parties whom it was desired, by the 
admission of Slave evidence, to restrain. A White man, under the operation 
oi this exception, might safely murder his Slave, though a hundred or a 
thousand other Slaves were present. And by the peculiar construction 
of the Trinidad Order, a temptation seems actually held out to him, (of 
course undesignedly and through mere inadvertence) to do so in certain 
supposable cases. If, for example, a White man should be accused of 
cruelty to a Slave, Slaves may testify against him and convict him. If 
the same man should be convicted, as he may also be on Slave evidence, 
of a second offence of the same description, he would be condemned to 
the forfeiture df all his Slaves, and rendered incapable of ever holding 
such property, or being entrusted with the management of it. Is it not 
a possible case, that to avoid this ruinous result, he should be tempted 
to kill the maimed Slave ou!right? He would then be secure from con- 
viction, if no free persons were present, although the whole of jthe Slave 
gang should have witnessed the murder. 

It is the more extraordinary that this particular exception should 
have been admitted into the Trinidad Order, because, in almost every 
instance where the West India Legislatures have themselves chosen to 
relax, in any degree, their stern exclusion of the evidence of Slaves, 
it has included those capital cases in which the Trinidad Order has 
rendered their evidence inadmissible. In Tobago, for example, the evi- 
dence of Slaves has been admitted, against free persons, vnthout excep- 
tion, in one case and one case only, and that is on their trial for the 
mayhem or murdisr of a Slave. In the latest Grenada Act the evidence of 
Slaves is also admitted against all free persons, but only when they are 
tried for capital crimes ; and the abortive Bill of the Jamaica Legisla- 
ture limited the admissibility of Slave evidence to capital offences. The 
Planters themselves in these islcmds must have perceived the ground- 
lessness of those apprehensions which have led the Government to in- 
troduce so dangerous an exception into the Trinidad Order. 

But there is a third exception, which has not yet been noticed, 
namely, that which requires the certificate of a clergyman or religious 
teacher, in order to entitle the Slave to be heard in evidence in any case, 
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oivil or crimioal. Oaght such a certificate to be required? Was it re- 
quired under the Spanish Slave Code? Was it required in Trinidad 
under the old law ? Is it now required in Cuba or Porto Rico? Has it 
ever been required under the operation of the civil law, in the Colonies 
planted by Holland ? Is it now required of any one of our numerous 
subjects in Hindostan or in Africa, whatever be the gross and revolting 
form of kiolatry which they practise, or the ignorance in which they are 
sunk ? What could be more decisive than the language which was 
held, during a late discussion in the House of Commons, by Mr. Peel on 
this subject? He is reported to have said, that there was one topic 
above all others, upon which he could not avoid expressing a decided 
opinion — the qualification of Slaves to give evidence in a court of jus- 
tice. Of that he would say, that he hoped not one year, no, not even a 
single session would pass by, without the enactment of some regulation 
on the subject. For, who were the persons to whom that evidence was 
to be ofiered ? Why, they were the Whites. Could it be said then, 
that those who were to judge of the value of such evidence were unrea- 
sonably prejudiced in favour of the Black population? Quite the con- 
trary. What he wanted was, that the responsibility of rejecting a Black 
man's evidence should rest, not on the law, but on some known tribunal. 
Such a measure would be the first step to invest him with those rights 
which that House considered it right to bestow upon him. And if they 
were resolved to carry their intentions into execution, and raise the 
Black population to the rank of human beings, he could not understand 
any reason why they should delay giving efiect to their views, upon this sub- 
ject, for a singlejnoment. The Slave would be liable to be summoned just 
in the same manner as an ideot might be in this country ; and it would 
lie with the jury to determine, when he appeared before them, whether 
his testimony should or should not be beUeved. For his part, he could, 
not conceive a mind, even the most deeply imbued with West Indian 
prejudices, who could see any danger likely to accrue, to the life or pro- 
perty of the White man, by investing the Slaves with such a privilege. 
Such is in substance the language which Mr. Peel is reported to have 
held on the 1st of March, 1826. l^e language is worthy of his enlarged 
and liberal mind ; and it is most ardently to l^ desired, that the principle 
which it maintains may form the basis of all future legislation on this 
subject, whether by the British Parliament, or by the Colonial As- 
semblies. 

4. The fourth measure of reform proposed to be adopted, was to 
legalize the marriage of Slaves. This object appears to be effectually 
accomplished by the Trinidad Order, as far as regards the intermarriage 
of Slaves with each other — ^but no provision is made for legalizing the 
intermarriage of Slaves with free persons. 

5. By the Trinidad Order, the Slave is protected in the acquisition, 
possession, and transmission of property, and is empowered to hold laud 
as well as every other species of property, whether real or personal. 
This is, without doubt, a most important enactment, and fraught with 
the most beneficial consecjuences, provided the equivalent time to 
which the Slave is entitled, m lieu of the Sunday, is fairly and effectu- 
ally secured to him ; and provided also his industry is relieved from the 
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cruel restrictiont under which the law of Trtmdad, in oomnKm wkh the 
law of every other Slave Colony in the British empire, has placed it. By 
that law the Slave is prohibited, under severe penalties, from cultivating 
or selling any of the staple productions of the island, — any articles, in 
short, of exportable produce. It is perfectly obvious, that under the 
operation of this law, if it is allowed to remain in force, (and Lord 
Bathurst himself admits it to be now in force*) the new regulation, 
liberal as it is in its terms, which gives to the Slave the power of hold- 
ing land and of acquiring other^property, is deprived of a great part of 
its value and efficiency, while a powerful motive to industrious efiort, on 
the part of the Slave, is most unjustly withheld from' him. At least, 
this principle of unqualified exclusion, which is now exercised towards 
the Slaves, throughout the Colonies, with respect to the liberty of culti- 
vating or selling any articles of exportable produce, surely might, without 
prejudice to the interests of their immediate owner, admit of very exten- 
sive modifications. 

6. The next point respects the removing of all obstructions to manu- 
mission, and the empowering of the Slave to effect the redemption of 
himself, and of other members of his family, at a fair appraisement. 
Upon this vital point, the provisions of the Trinidad Order, are, as far as 
they go, full and effective. They enable the Slave, if he has the 
means of paying the appraised value, to compel the liberation of him- 
self, of his wife, or of his child. The beneficial effect of this regu- 
lation, however, would be greatly promoted, if it were combined with 
that admirable principle of the Spanish Colonial Code, which enables a 
Slave to purchase his freedom by instalments, and if measures were 
also at once taken for fixing, by anticipation, the maximum of price, 
which could be required for the different classes of Slaves* according to 
their age, sex, and acquirements.f 

7. It was understood that the separation of families b}r sale, would be 
entirely prevented by the Trinidad Order.t This separation, however, is 
there prohibited only in the case o( judicial sales. On what principle it 
is that the power of separating by sale, or otherwise, husband and wife, 
parents and children, which is denied to courts of justice, should be 
continued to the private owner, is not very obvious. On the contrary, it 
seems to be still more imperatively requisite to restrain the exercise of 
this cruel power, in the case of private individuals, than even in that of 
courts of justice. The latter are only occasionally called to interfere in 
such sales. The former enjoy, and may exercise the power at any time, 
when interest or inclination may prompt them to use it. There is no 
restraint on their sales or bequests ; and the very threat of a separate 
sale by the owner may paralyze every exertion of industry in the Slave. 

Neither by the Spanish nor by the Portuguese law can the husband 

* See the Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. 82. 

t See on this subject the Society's Second Report, p. 77 — 79, anci a communi- 

N^atien from Mr. Rilbee, the British Commissioner at the Havannah, to Mr. 

Canning, printed in the Parliamentary Paper, respecting the Slave Trade in 

1825. Mr. Kilbee*s Report will be found at the end of the Tract, entitled 

Negro Slavery, No. XV. 

t See Mr. Canning's Speech on 16tb March 1816. 
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Imd wtfe be separated, on any account whatever, except for crime. Bo 
jealous is the Spanish law especially, on this point, that it even enacts, 
(as may be seen in the Cedulaof 31st May, 1789,) that " Slaves are 
not to be hindered from marrying with the Slaves of other masters ; — in 
which case, if the estates are distant from one another, so that the new 
married couple cannot fulfil the object of marriage, the wife shall follow 
her husband, whose master shall buy her at a fair valuation, (by ap- 
praisers,) and if the master of the husband does not agree to the 
purchase, the master of the wife shall have the same facility." The same 
principle is made to regulate the sale of husband and wife residing on 
neighboliring estates, but belonging to different owners. . 

How far short of these regulations the Trinidad Order falls, which 
merely forbids the separation of husband and wife and children by jtc- 
dicicd sale, it is unnecessary to point out. 

The Trinidad Order further provides, that not only the husband and 
wife and children, but the reputed husband and wife and children shall 
not be separated by judicial sale. This provision seems to render it 
indispensable, that some subsidiary regulations should be forthwith 
adopted for ascertaining and recording these relations by repute, abd for . 
giving them a legal sanction ; otherwise extreme confusion must, in no 
long time, necessarily arise in carrying into effect the existing law. Such 
a measure might, moreover, be rendered eminently useful in putting an 
easy termination to the unlawful and injurious practice of polygamy in 
all our Colonies. 

8. The eighth head of reform proposes to prevent the seizure and 
sale of Slaves detached from the estate or plantation to which they be- 
long. The Order in Council for Trinidad does not contain any provision 
to this effect, nor has such been adopted by any of the other Colonies. 

9.The Trinidad Order contains some judicious regulations for restrain- 
ing the abuse of that arbitrary power of corporal punishment, at the will 
of the master, which is still left to him. It limits the number of lashes 
which he can inflict on a male Slave at one time, and for one offence, to 
twenty-five, and no fresh punishment can be infiicted until former lacera- 
tions are completely healed. It requires that twenty-four hours should 
elapse, after an offence has been committed, before it can be punished ; 
and when punishment is infiicted, it must be in the presence of a com- 
petent witness, besides the person by whose authority it is inflicted. It 
further requires that, on all plantations, a record should be kept specify-^ 
ing the crime which has been committed, and the kind and extent 
of punishment which has been infiicted ; this record to be signed 
by the parties present, and copies of it to be regularly transmitted, 
certified on oath, to the Governor, and by him to the Secretary of State. 
The above regulations apply only to punishments which exceed three 
lashes; but it is not said how often punishments to that amount may be 
infiicted, nor is the instrument of punishment defined. 

One of the clauses connected with this subject, which, in the Trinidad 
Order, is numbered the twenty-first, is extremely important* It pro- 
vides that if any owner or manager is prosecuted for cruelly and unlaw- 
fully punishing a Slave, and if the Slave, alleged to be illegally punished, 
is produced in court with the marks of recent flogging or laceration, and 
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sach Slave shall make a consistent statementof the circumstances, th^ 
the owner or manager shall be bound to prove either that the punishment 
was not inflicted by him or with his consent, or that it was a lawful 
punishment and was lawfully inflicted ; and in default of such proof, 
shall be adjudged guilty of the offence imputed to him. 

It is one of the evils of the system of Slavery, that the British Govem* 
raent should thus feel itself compelled to regulate the manner in which 
private caprice may inflict the torture of the cart whip on the bodies 
of human beings, without even defining the offence for which it is 
to be inflicted. It is impossible that a system can long be maintained 
which is considered to impose on that Qovemment the painful necessity 
of placing so tremendous a discretion as that of inflicting on a fellow sub- 
ject twenty-five lacerations of such an instrument, in the hands of an in*> 
dividual, whatever be that individual's character, who may thus combine 
in his own person the offices of accuser, jury, and judge, and if he will, 
executioner also. This is, indeed, a dire necessity, the ground of which 
ought to be anxiously considered by the Government and Parliament of 
this country, under a sense of the weigtity responsibility which is attached 
to the rash delegation of such a power. 

But not to dwell on this painful part of the subject, it seems im-» 
portant to remark, before closing the observations on this head, that the 
record of punishments is confined to plantations. The number of per^ 
sonal Slaves, however, in Trinidad, that is to say, of Slaves not attached 
to plantations, is considerable. Their owners are exempted from all the 
controul arising from the necessity of keeping and returning a record of 
the punishments they inflict, and from the formalities with which, in the 
case of plantations, those punishments must be accompanied. But is 
this exemption either expedient or just ? Are a third or a fourth part of 
the Slayes in Trinidad to be thus abandoned to the tender mercies of 
their owners, without even that degree of protection which this part of the 
Order in Council affords to the remainder ? Jobbing gangs, the Slaves 
of mechanics of various classes, and domestics, are all thus left out of the 
pale of this beneficial restraint on the arbitrary power of the master, while 
they are subjected to the immense disadvantage of being more under his 
eye, and therefore more exposed to the effects of his passion and caprice, 
than the others. Why should not the infliction of punishment in these 
cases be taken out of the hands of the master, and placed in the hands of 
the magistrate ? It cannot be deemed right that it should remain on its 
present footing. 

10. The entire abolition of the degrading and indecent corporal pu- 
nishment of female Slaves, which is secured by the Trinidad Order in 
Council, must be hailed as a great improvement. 

11. The abolition of the driving whip is another most important im- 
provement. It would be well, however, if we were informed what is the 
precise substitute now practically adopted for that powerful stimulus, 
which the Planters of Trinidad have declared to be so indispensable as to 
be, in fact, identified with the very existence of Slavery. It is no quesi- 
tion of idle curiosity to ascertain this point. It would, ther^ore, 
confer an essential service on humanity, if those who deny that the 
Negroes will work from any other motive than coercion would inform 
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Ihe public what are the precise means, which, in the absence of the 
driving whip, and without the temptation of wages, have procured from 
the Slaves in Trinidad, during the year 1825, the quantity of labour 
which they have yielded to their owners. It would be important to know 
the whole process of this extraction ; the nature and extent of the task ; 
the criterion of its fairness ; the penalty annexed to its non-performance ; 
the advantage accruing from its speedy and correct execution ; the pro- 
portion which the defaulters bear from day to day to the whole gang, 
with various other problems connected with the subject. 

12. The establishment of Savings' Banks, under proper regulations, 
cannot be too highly applauded. 

On the question of the effect, on the freedom of an individual, of his 
inability to establish his right to it by evidence, nothing is said in the 
Orcter for Trinidad; nor was it necessary : the registry act which is in 
force there, has settled that point in favour of freedom. 

The Trinidad Order likewise recognizes the important principle that 
a man is disqualified for the office of protector and guardian of Slaves 
by being himself a planter. But while this principle is recognized, it 
is much to be regretted that its application should have been so limited 
as to divest it of much of its utility. It is true, that the protector and 
guardian of Slaves in Trinidad is prohibited from owning, or from being 
concerned in managing, a plantation cultivated by Slaves, in that 
island; but then he is not debarred from being the owner of plantations, 
and plantation Slaves, in every other Colony in the Antilles. He may 
be more deeply interested, in the maintenance of the Slave system with 
all its evils, than any planter in the island ; and yet merely because liis 
estates are not locally situated within its limits, they constitute no dis- 
qualification for an office, which, of all others, requires to be filled by 
-an impartial and disinterested functionary. Nor this is all. Though 
he may not possess a plantation, worked by Slaves, in Trinidad itself, 
he may, nevertheless, not only possess plantations worked by Slaves in 
other Colonies, but be a master of Slaves within that Colony to almost 
any extent. He may be the owner of a jobbing gang ; he may possess 
numerous mechanics ; his domestic establishment may be filled wholly 
by Slaves ; and though not a proprietor of estates within the island, he 
may, for a number of years, have been a manager of the estates of 
others, until he has become imbued with the worst prejudices of the 
system ; — but none of these circumstances, nor all of them together, will 
form a ground of disqualification for this important office. 

It may be argued, that without the liberty of holding domestic Slaves, 
it is impossible to live with comfort in the West Indies. But there is 
no Colony in the West Indies where domestics of free condition may not 
be obtained for hire, and in Trinidad especially, where there are 15,000 
free Blacks and persons of Colour, the argument is preposterous. But, 
independently of this circumstance, so long as this country continues to 
garrison its Colonies with European soldiers, it is absurd to maintain 
Uiat the requisite number of European domestics may not also be. pro- 
cured by public functionaries. By such a course, a part, however 
small, of the excess of our population at home would find beneficial 
employment, while the safety of the Slave Colonies would be promoted 
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by thus diminishing the disproportion between the free and the en* 
slaved. 

To permit the protector and guardian of Slaves, therefore, to hohl 
Slaves of any description, or in any part of the world, is as unneces- 
sary, as it is manifestly unfavourable to the prpgress of Colonial Reform, 
The case is still worse as it respects tne assistant guardians, for 
they are not debarred, by the Order, from being the possessors of plan- 
tations, and of Slaves, within the Colony, whether domestic or predial. 
Now as in all the Colonies, all the larger Colonies especially, the main 
duties connected with the office of protector and guardian must of neces- 
sity devolve on his assistants, it is plain that the whole intentions of 
the Government may be, and probably will be, frustrated by sudh an 
arrangement. The Slaves will be no better off than before. They will 
be as entirely and unreservedly as ever in the power of functionaries 
who are Slave-holders, and who will still be without efficient check or 
controul. The picture drawn by Mr. Dwarris of the operation of 
the former guanlian act of Grenada, will thus be realized in all the 
Colonies. ** It is not," says the attorney-general of that island, 
" a dead letter," (though the symptoms of its life have certainly not 
been very visible,) '^ but the misfortune is that proper persons cannot 
be found to carry it into effect. They are those who may be liable to 
it themselves who are the guardians. Perhaps a man may be a guar- 
dian one year, and his neighbour the next, which would prevent his 
acting strictly according to the act." The governor of Grenada testifies 
to the same effect. " There are -so persons to be found to fill the situa- 
tion, of guardian, such as must have been contemplated by the acty who 
are, as they ought to be, independent. They are chiefly overseers or manage 
ers, (Jan they be expected to say, that the clothing or food furnished by 
their employers is insufficient ? Or if they do, may they not be afraid 
of the charge being retaliated ?"* And this is said of Grenada, the most 
liberal and enlightened, as we are told, of all the Colonies. What then 
must be the case in Trinidad under a similar constitution of things ? 
With an immense list of naval and military officers on half-pay, is it 
impossible to apply any remedy to this evil ? Is there not to be found 
in that list a sufficient number of highly respectable and meritorious 
men who, at a small expense, might be most beneficially employed in 
filling these important offices in all our Colonies, and whose remunera- 
tion might be made to depend on the regularity of their returns, and 
the propriety of their conduct ? 

There still remain two points of objection to the Trinidad Order in 
Council, which it will be convenient briefly to notice in this place. 

One is that the hours of labour are not fixed. It is possible that there 
may already exist some law in Trinidad for that purpose : it is desirable, 
however, that it should be known. But whatever may be the limitation of 
the hours of field labour in Trinidad, it is manifest that there, as in the 
other Colonies, is superadded the oppressive task (after the labours of 
the field are closed) of collecting, and bringing to an appointed place, 
bundles of grass for the horses and cattle on the estate. It is difficult 

— — ' ■ ' j » - 

* See Mr. Dwarris's Report, p. 96 and 98, and the Society's Third Report, p. 84. 
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adeqi^^tolj ta d^sscribe the vexatiousness of such a taftk; and h is e?i^ 
denl^ from the returns of punishment in Trinidad, that there is no part 
of the duties required from the Slaves which leads to more frequent 
inflictions of punishment than this. Instead of employing, during the 
day, an individual or two to cut and carry the grass which is needed^ 
the whole gang, men and women, at the close of a day of exhausting 
toil, uAder a vertical sun, must be engaged, for an hour or two after it 
is dark, in cutting and carrying large bundles of grass, perhaps tho- 
roughly wet with rain, for a mile or two on their heads ; till having all 
assembled, (possibly after long waiting,) and delivered their bundles, 
they are dismissed to their homes ; some of them, perhaps, first receiv- 
ing a few lashes, or beii^g punished with a ni^ht in the stocks, on ac- 
count of the scantiness of their bundles. This is an enormous abuse, 
which ought not to be endured for a day longer.* 

But there is another, and perhaps a still more important, blemish in 
the Order in Council. It consists in a supplementary enactment, which 
directs that upon the complaint of a Slave to the magistrate, of an 
illegal punishment having been inflicted, the accused, if convicted, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds ; but that should 
the complaint prove groundless or malicious, the magistrate shall re- 
turn the Slave, with a written declaration of the cause of dismissing 
the charge, to his master, who thereupon may inflict punishment, at bit 
discretion, to the extent of 25 lashes ; or, if deserving of a higher 
punishment, the Slave may be remitted to the proper tribunal. 

It is impossible not to feel that this system of making Slaves liable 
to punishment when they fail to establish, by satisfactory evidence, the 
truth of their complaint, (a system which prevails throughout the whole 
of the West Indies,) is radically vicious, and ought not to have been 
sanctioned by His Majesty's Government A Slave fails to prove the 
truth of a complaint, involving, even if established, a penalty not ex* 
ceeding ten pounds ; and for this failure, the complainant may be sub- 
jected to 25 lashes of the cart-whip, inflicted by an exasperated master, 
and that without his being arraigned, or tried, or having any opportu- 
nity afibrded him of preparation, or of producing witnesses in his 
favour, but merely on the ground of what may have transpired before 
the magistrate, not on an examination of a specific charge against him- 
self, but on the trial of a charge against his master. It may be per- 
fectly proper to punish malicioy>s complaints, but surely the pmishment 
ought to follow a Tegular arraignment, and a regular trial and convic- 
tion, after all fair means of disproving the charge of malice have been 
allowed to the accused. The attorney-general, in a recent debate, 
expressed most strongly, in common with Mr. Canning and Mr. Peel, 
his sense of the obligation which lay on Parliament to provide that the 
Negro should enjoy the same protection from the law, both in its sub- 
stance and its forms, as the White man. But what can be a more 
direct contravention of that principle, than the provision that has been 

* See Collins*s Practical Planter; Watson's defence of West Indian Metho- 
dist Missions ; the Tract, Negro Slavery, No. 1 ; and the Slave Colonies of 
Great Britain, p. 80. and p. 86—90. 
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mentioned ; a provision, not only radically unjust in itself, but pregnant 
with the most disastrous effects on the happiness of the Slave popula- 
tion. Of the extent of those effects, some idea may be formed from 
the proceedings which took place in Trinidad itself, as detailed in the 
papers before the House of Commons, in the case of two slaves, Mar- 
quis and Regis; but still more from the returns of the fiscals of 
Demerara and Berbice. In the report of this last, especially, are to 
be found numerous instaiices of Slaves having been severely punished 
on the pretence that, supported only by the evidence of the very indi- 
viduals against whom they complained, their complaints were unfounded. 

It has been necessary to dwell at so much length on the Order in 
Council for Trinidad, because it is professedly the model on which the 
Government has declared its intention of acting, with respect to all the 
Colonies directly subject to its own legislation. It is extremely im- 
portant therefore that its defects should be understood. In five of those 
Colonies, however, nothing has yet been done for giving efF<^t to any one 
of its provisions, although it has been stated to be the intention of 
. Ministers no longer to delay the necessary measures for that purpose. 
These Colonies are Berbice, St. Lucia, Honduras, the Cape of 
Good Hope, and the Mauritius. Of them, therefore, nothing need 
now t>e said ; as the legal condition of their Slave population remains 
still in precisely the same state in which it was on the 15th of May, 1823. 
In Demerara alone has any thing as yet been done for assimilating its 
Slave laws to those of Trinidad. 

It was Lord Bathurst's instructions to the governor of Demerara, that 
the whole of the provisions of the Trinidad Order should be introduced 
into that Colony ; and it might have been introduced there, as easily as 
it had been introduced into Trinidad, merely by exercising the same act 
of the Royal authority in the one case as in the other. It was thought ex- 
pedient to pursue a different course, and to prevail, if possible, with the 
Demerara Court of Policy, to adopt and promulgate the new code as their 
own enactment Two years were passed m efforts to this effect, until Lord 
Bathurst was at length obliged to intimate to them, that '' however, de- 
sirous His Majesty's Government might be that the origination of this 
memsure should proceed from t,he Court of Policy," it was necessary 
to explain that if they did not adopt his suggestions. His Majesty^s 
Government ** would feel it their paramount duty to issue, without fur- 
ther delay, an Order in Council for the purpose of carrying them into 
effect."* This intimation led to the adoption, by the Court of Policy, of 
the draft of an Order, which was transmitted to Lord Bathurt by Sir B. 
D'Urban, on the 14th of March, 1825 ; and of which an analysis with 
observations will be found in a former publication of the Society .f 

On the 9th of July, 1825, Lord bathurst returned this draft to 
Demerara^ with a strong expression of His Majesty's approbation of 
the zeal with which the Court of Policy had proceeded to give effect 
to Ills wishes; and although he admits that the law will be imperfect 

* See Loid Baihnrsf s letter to Sir B. D'Urban, dated. 20th Nov. 1834 ; and 
the Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. 25. ^^i ' 

t Slave Colonies, &c. p. 27—33. ' ^ 

2 
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until same important additions shall have been made to it, he neverthe- 
less directs that a law, expressed in the terms of the draft, should be 
forthwith promulgated ; his Lordship being anxious that the chief civil 
authorities of the Colony should appear to the Slaves to be the immediate 
authors of the beneficial change in their condition. He guards them, 
however, against considering the adoption of this course as, in any 
degree, admitting the claims of the Court of Policy, or compromising 
the rights of His Majesty, to the legislative authority in Demerara ; or, 
as implying that Government meant to abandon any of the principles of 
reform enforced and acted upon in Trinidad, as nothing short of a 
complete compliance with those principles will satisfy them. 

These observations are accompanied by a repetition of the arguments 
that had been already used by his Lordship in his dispatch of the 20th 
November, 1824,* in reply to the objections of the Court of Policy ; and 
he closes with expressing a hope, that they will spare him the necessity 
of introducing, into the Order in Council, regulations which the Court of 
Policy shall not have previously adopted. 

The Court of Policy having taken this dispatch into their consider- 
ation, refused to modify any part of their draft, excepting the clause 
relating to the marriage of Slaves, which they have now agreed shall, 
when solemnized in the prescribed mode, " be held, and considered 
binding, valid, and effectual in law ; provided nevertheless, that such 
marriages shall not confer, on the parties or their issue, any rights incon- 
sistent with the duties which Slaves owe to their owners or to the goverri- 
menty or at variance with those rights which the owner or the govern- 
ment are by law entitled to dissert over Slaves and their progeny, or sub- 
ject such Slaves, so intermarrybg, to any penal infliction the effects of 
^ which might destroy the rights or injury the property of their owners.^f 

The Demerara Ordonnance has been promulgated in this state of mu- 
tUation, and^came into operation on the 1st of January, 1826. 

The defects of the Order in Council for Trinidad, have been already 
pointed out. . These defects, of course, remain in the law which has been 
adopted in Demerara, and they remain there in greater force in conse- 
quence of the omission, in the Demerara law, of several of the most im- 
portant and most beneficial of the provisions of the Trinidad Order. 

On the subject of these omissions. Lord Bathurst addressed the Govei*- 
nor of Demerara, in a dispatch, dated February 25, 1826. The first to 
which he adverts, respects Sunday labour, various kinds of which, as pot- 
ting suear, turning and drying coffee and cotton, &c, the Court of Policy 
contend it is necessary to continue, compulsorily, and without wag^s. Lord 
Bathurst, in commenting upon this statement, observes, that it is neces- 
sary to maintain inviolate the maxim that the owner of a Slave has no 
title to his labour, except during six days of the week. % All labour^ 
therefore, on Sunday, for the preservation of the crops, must be neces^ 

* Slave Colonies, &c. p. 26. t See Papers of March, 1826. 

X The transcribing of these and similar expressions, is not to be considered as 
implyin^^an acquiescence in the justice of the principles which they involve. It 
would obviously be difficult for the owner to establish, on any very satisfactory 
ground, his Just title to the labour of his fellow-men for six, or for any, days ia 
the week. 
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sary to that end| and must both be voluntary on the part of die Slave 
upon any estate, and must be paid for at a regulated rate by the master. 
This principle of remuneration to the Slave for Sunday labour cannot, 
his Lordship says, be departed from ; and that remuneration must be 
paid, not in a small portion of the produce, but by ascertainable wages. 
Lord Bathurst is, therefore, of opinion, that the reasons alleged by the 
Court of Policy for permitting, in certain cases, the compulsory labour 
of Slaves without wages on Sunday, are insufficient to justify the 
practice. 

With respect to the Slave's right of property, Lord Bathurst seems 
disposed to concede, that Slaves should be debarred from cultivating or 
selling the staple articles of sugar, coffee, and cotton, on the ground 
alleg^ by the Planters, both of Trinidad and Demerara, that a permis- 
sion to cultivate or sell the staple commodities of the Colony, would 
tempt the Slaves to commit depredations on their owners' property. 
But even such a restriction as Lord Bathurst proposes would fall far 
short of that imposed by the law of Demerara, which enacts that ** All 
slaves, as well males as females, are prohibited from selUng or barter- 
ing with any one whatever, any produce, sugar, coffee, cocoa, indigo, 
cotton, rokow, syrup, rum, bottles, or flasks, or any thing else ; being 
permitted to sell onlv vegetables and ground provisions, the produce of 
their garden, or stock which they are permitted to rear ; on pain of their 
being severely flogged, on the plantation to which they belong, for the 
first offence ; and, for the second, to be punished by sentence of the 
court, according to the exigency of the case." * 

If this law, or even the modified version of it proposed by Lord 
, Bathurst, is to be maintained, what hope can reasonably be entertained 
of productive industry, beyond the mere supply of their necessities, on 
tlie part of the Slaves ? What would be thought of a law in this country 
which should prohibit labourers, who might be the owners or occupiers 
of a few acres of land, from cultivating upon it any of the staple articles 
of production ? But the Planters say, that if the existing prohibition 
were removed, a door would be opened to depredations on the Master's 
property. If depredation is practicable, the Master will be liable to it, 
whether such a law exists or not But even if all the weight were al- 
lowed to the argument which is claimed for it, it does seem alto- 
gether unwarrantable to make the prohibition, as it now is, universal and 
unqualified. Why should the slaves of a sugar estate be debarred from 
growing coffee, or the slaves of a coffee plantation from growing cot- 
ton, or the slaves of a cotton plantation from growing coffee, ginger, and 
other exportable articles? The law, as it stands at present, is con- 
ceived in the very worst spirit of a pure and unmitigated monopoly ; 
and if it shall be deemed necessary to continue it, it will only serve to 
convince the people of this country, more fully than ever, of the untract- 
able nature of Slavery, and of the necessity, on every sound principle, 
whether of morals or of political economy, to effect its utter ex- 
tinction. The Court of Policy had also brought forward an anray of 
objections to the allowing Slaves to hold property in land, or to the 

« Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. 26. 
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giving them a power of civil actfon in regard to their property; to some 
of which objectbns it is to be regretted that Lord Bathurst seems to 
attach sufficient weight to incline him to modify, in some degree, the 
provisions of the Trinidad Order. 

The third grand omission in the Demerara Order respects the right 
proposed to be given to the Slave to purchase his manumission. On 
this point Lord Bathurst justly observes, ** no system of measures would 
satisfy the feelings of this country, or execute the purposes of the House 
of Commons, whiclvdid not contain some direct provision, some acting 
principle, by which the termination of Slavery may be gradually ac- 
complished. He regards therefore the right in question as ** a vital 
part of the whole measure," which *' cannot be dispensed with." His 
Lordship then discusses at some length, and refutes, the reasoning of 
the Court of Policy on this subject, though occasionally on grounds 
which are themselves liable to very considerable question, and with occa- 
sional concessions which expose even his main principle to the risk of 
becoming practically inefficient. His Lordship s dispatch thus con- 
cludes — 

'^ This principle of emancipation will proceed on presumptive evi- 
dence of the Slave having acquired habits of industry which may fit 
him for an independent existence, while it will secure to the owner that 
compensation to which it may be found by experience, as the measure 
advances in operation, he will be fairly entitled; and it is by experience 
alone that this can be truly ascertained.* 

" A manumission of Slaves under these regulations will be in confor- 
mity with the concluding Resolution of the House of Commons in 1823, 
which declares that the great object of emancipation must be accom- 
plished * at the earliest period which shall be compatible with the well- 
being of the Slaves themselves, with the safety of the Colonies, and 
with a fair and equitable consideration of the interests of private pro- 
perty. 

'' But the Court of Policy must recollect, that if, on the one hand, 
Parliament and His Majesty's Government stand pledged to give the 
Planters an equitable compensation, they stand equally pledged to take 
such measures as may ultimately, though gradually, work out the free- 
dom of the Slaves. 

^' The Court of Policy may be assured, that from the Jinal accomplish- 
ment of this object this country will not be diverted. 

*^ It remains for me only to add, that I now, for the last time, bring 
these regulations under the consideration of that Court, with no other 
akemative, in the event of their declining to admit them, than that of 
my humbly submitting to His Majesty the expediency of enacting them 
by direct royal authority."t 

* This proposition is not a very obvious one, although its tendency is scarcely 
to be inistaken. But, after all, is not the real value of any article, whether it be 
a machine, or cattle, or the human animal, if we must so degrade him, the amount 
which it will command in the market f 

t See the papers laid before Parliament, March 1826. 

The author of a pamphlet, more largely noticed below, has justified the course 
of referring this matter to the Court of P4>licy, by pointing out the important in- 
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There is^ however, a fourth most important omission not noticed in 
the dispatch of Lord Bathurst, though mentioned by him on former oc-. 
casions, namely, that clause numbered 21 in the Trinida4 Order, 
which directs that on the prosecution of any Owner, &c,, for inflicting 
any illegal punishment on a Slave, if the Slave so alleged to be pu- 
nished shall be produced in open court, and if the marks of recent 
laceration shall appear on his person, and if the Slave shall make a ccn- 
sistent and probable statement of the facts, the accused shall be bound 
to prove either that the punishment was not inflicted by him or with his 
privily, or that it was a lawful punishment, lawfully inflicted ; and in 
default of such proof he shall be convicted. 

But besides the defects belonging to the Trinidad Order in Council, 
and which are also attributable to that of Demerara, and the further im- 
portant omissions which have now been noticed in the latter, there are 
to be found in it some minor but yet material deviations from the Trini- 
dad model, which ought not to be overlooked in any Royal Order it 
may be necessary to issue. 

The interval between an offence and its punishment is altered from 
the definite period of twenty-four hours in the Trinidad Order, to 
*' after suti-rise'' of the day next following that of the offence ; which 
may allow an interval of only six or seven hours. Again, instead of re- 
quiring, as in Trinidad, a free witness of the punishment, it is made 
sufficient that six Slaves shall witness it. It is surely a hazardous in- 
novation to make the. witnesses in such a case persons so wholly de- 
pendent on the punisher as his own Slaves must be ; and the pretence 
for it, too, seems inadmissible, namely, that it may be impracticable to 
obtain, in any reasonable time, a free per8on,White, Brown, or Black, to 
attend and witness the infliction. If free persons are so extremely scarce 
in Demerara, as to require such an arrangement, it is only a proof of the 
importance of imposmg additional checks on arbitrary punishment, in- 
stead of granting additional facilities for its exercise. A delay of forty - 
eight hours is allowed in recording punishments, on what account doe» 
not appear. The penalty for failing to deliver, every six months, a copy 
of the record on oath^ is only 300 guilders, or 25/. sterling. 

The hours iorjield work m Demerara are made to extend from six in 
the morning till six in the evening, with ai^ interval, in the whole, of 
two hours for rest and meals; bein^ half an hour less than in the other 
Colonies. But, as has been already observed, Jield work by no means 
comprises the whole of the labour exacted from Slaves. One of the 
most onerous, vexatious, and injurious of the tasks daily imposed on 
them follows after the cessation of field work. We speak not of the labour 

fluence which will be produced, on the other Colonies, by the example of a local 
legislature like that of Demerara appearing to take into its own hands the ini- 
tiation of such an Ordonnance. But those Colonies are not in ignorance of the 
real facts of the case. They know them as well as the author of the pamphlet. 
He cannot throw dust into their eyes on this subject, as they may have done too 
successfully into his. They well know that, whatever appearance may be given to 
the transaction, both the initiation and the completion of it belong to His Ma- 
jesty's Government, and not to the Court of Policy. The attempt, therefore, to 
exhibit it to them under such a semblance, can serve no rational purpose what- 
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of crop, as grinding and boiling sugar, pulping*cofiee, Ac, which are al-r 
lowed to be continued for half the night, thus depriving the Skiyes, for 
several months of the year, of a great part of their natural rest ; but of the 
prevalent practice, when the field work is over, of obliging the Slaves to 
collect food for the horses, cattle, and other live stock — a task which 
necessarily consumes from one to two hours of the evening in a mos| 
troublesome and unhealthy occupation y bringing with it also a needless 
multiplication of penal inflictions.* 

In Demerara the Fiscal has been appointed the protector and guar? 
dian of Slaves. The two offices seem not to be very compatible ; an^ 
if we may judge by the returns, already received from this very gen- 
tleman, of his decisions on the complaints of Slaves, they certainly 
present no satisfactory ground of confidence that he is peculiarly qua-, 
lified for his new office* . 

After having pointed out the comparative defects of the Demerara 
Order, as compared with that of Trinidad, it is but an act of justice tOf 
sjtate wherein it has improved upon that model. A record of punishments^ 
is directed to be kept not only on all plantations, as in Trinidad, but by 
all persons having gangs of Slaves exceeding six. Those who possess^ 
a smaller number are not subject to any such regulation ; and yet per-: 
sons in low circumstances are both less likely to be accustomed tot 
restrain their passions, and less liable to observation than others. Their 
slaves, therefore, if no record of their punishments is to be kept;,^uglit 
surely to be exempt from any arbitrary inflictions (at least beypnd the 
three lashes which may be given in all cases without a record ]|^ unlesi^ 
by the order of a magistrate. 

The Demerara law of evidence is also more favourable to th^ Staves^ 
than that of Trinidad, inasmuch as it admits the evidence of Slaves in 
eivil suits in which the Owner is concerned, and on the trial c^ Whitei^ 
charged with capital oflences. 

Such, then, is the actual extent of the improvements effected in the 
seven Slave Colonies subject to the crown. In Trinidad an Order has^ 
been promulgated, comprizing many beneficial regulations^ but falling 
short of even that measure of reform which the public had been led to 
expect. In Demerara an Ordonnance has been published, which, as; 
has been seen, falls, in some very important respects, below that of Tri- 
nidad. In the other five Colonies nothing has as yet been done. 

The Colonies having Legislatures of their own are thirteen in number. 
To these the Trinidad Order was transmitted by Lord Bathurst in the 
year 1824 (full instructions to the same purport having been sent oat in 
the preceding year), recommending it to them, in the strongest manner, 
to frame their Slave Codes accordingly. The result of these recommen- 
dations will now be explakied. — rNine of these have dpne nothing, viz. 
Antigua, Barbadoes,t Bermuda, Dpminica,t Jamaica,§ Mantserrat, 
Nevis, St. Kitt's, and Tortola, or the Virgin Islatids. 

* See above, p. 143, 144. 
t In the paper laid before Parliament, containing a ** Statement of Slav* 
meliorating Provisiona recommended by His M i^esty^s Government,'' and en* 
acted in the Colony of Barbadoes, the word " none" is affixed to each sepai^ate 
head of improvement. 
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Id these nine Colonies, therefore, not one of the twelve or rather 
fourteen heads of proposed improvement specified above (p. 1, 2.) has 
been adopted, in consequence of the recommendations of His Majesty. 

There remain, however, four Colonies in which something^ it appears, 
has been done. We proceed to shew to what that some thmg amounts. 

I. THE BAHAMAS. 

The papers laid before Parliament would shew that improvements 
had been introduced into the law of the Bahamas, passed in 1824, in six 
particulars, namely, religious instruction, manumission, regulation of 
punishment, female flogging, marriage, and the separation of families. 
With respect, however, to the first three of these heads, they ought to 
have been entirely excluded, for reasons which shall now be given. 

] St. All that the new Act says on the subject of religious instruction 
is to this effect : — ^' That all Masters, or, in their absence, their Over- 
seers, shall, as much as in them lies, endeavour to instruct their Slaves 
in the Christian Religion ; and shall do their endeavour to fit theih for 
baptism, and as soon as conveniently may be, shall cause to be baptized 
all such Slaves, as they can make sensible of a Deity and of the Christian 
faith." Now these words, which form the 9th clause of the Act of 1824, 
are the very identical words which form the 6th clause of the Slave Act 
of the Bahamas of 1796, and which will probably be found in every ge- 
neral Slave Act passed before or since. Precisely the same words, 
without any variation, stand as a part of tlie Jamaica Slave Act of 1696,* 
and have continued to be transferred to each successive Act down to 
the last which was passed there in 1816. The very same clause, there- 
fore, which is now produced as an amelioration, has stood a perfectly 
dead letter in the Bahama Code for at least thirty, and in the Jamaica 
Code for 130 years. How, indeed, €Ould it be otlierwise? The clause 
provides neither time nor means for performing the prescribed duty, 
and attaches no penalty to its neglect. Be its value, however, what it 
may — and it is not apprehended that any man will contend that it has 
had any practical operation whatever — it is not a new or even improved 

X In the same paper several particulars are gireD of a Bill that had be«ii 
proposed to the Legislature of iSominica, but had not yet passed into a law ; 
but these cannot be regarded in the light of actual, but merely of projectea 
ameliorations, which may or may not be adopted. Dominica has, however, at 
length repealed its tax on manumission, which Barbadoes has not done. 

§ Some trifling regulations have been adopted in Jamaica, which cannot b« 
considered as meeting any one of the recommendations of His M^esty's Go- 
vernment, and which tend rather to relieve the master than the slave. Of what 
benefit, for example, can it be to the Slaves, generally, that they are free from 
arrest on Saturday as well as Sunday, unless their masters are pleased to do 
what they are not now obliged to do— to give them Saturday as well as Sunday 
for their own use ? So, the facilities given to manumission are facilities for the 
accommodation of the master, in his voluntary acts of manumission, but which 
convey no rights to the Slave. And as for the power which is given of bequeath- 
ing money or chattels to Slaves, it is only permissive to the testator and executors. 
It conveys to the Slave no right of property even in the bequest which is made 
to him, and it expressly excludes him from the power of instituting any action 
or suit at law or in equity for the recovery of such legacy. 
* See Privy Council Report of J 789. 
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enactment, but one almost as old as the Colonies themseWes; standing 
on their statute books, not as a monument of their zeal for religious in- 
struction, but of the utter inefficiency of all such mere recommendatory 
provisions. The same worthless and wholly inoperative clause meets 
the eye in the codes of several of the other Islands. 

2. The clause with respect to manumission has, if possible, still les)i 
claim to be exhibited as an improvement It professes to suspend all 
acts imposing a tax on manumissions, when, in pomt of fact, no such 
acts were in existence. This is gaining credit for amelioration at a 
Yery moderate cost. Whoever will take the trouble of looking at a 
paper ordered by the House of Ckmimons to be printed on the 14th of 
May, 1823, and numbered among the papers of that year. No. 347, 
will find there, at p. 151, a return from S. Nesbitt, the Secretary of the 
Bahamas, dated 5th November, 1821, which states that there are ^ no 
taxes imposed on manumissions in this Colony,'' and that the fee 
charged for recording an act of manumission is only five shillings. 

3. The pretence to improvement with respect to the regulation of 
punishment is equally destitute of all foundation. The 1 8th clause in the 
Bahama Act of 1824, which is quoted as justifying this part of the state- 
ment, is to the following effect, being in fact a Hteral transcript of the 
11th clause of the printed act of 1796, viz, — " In order to restrain arbi- 
trary punishment," *' no Slave shall receive more than twenty lashes 
at any one time, or for any one ofience, unless the owner or employer of 
such Slave, or supervisor of the workhouse, or keeper of the goal be 
present;" and these several persons are then restricted from raflicting 
more than thirtt-nine lashes at one time and for one offence. But 
surely the framer of the abstract of ameliorations which has been laid 
before Parliament, must have been aware that this enactment was no 
amelioration, though it is represent^ as such. Thirty-nine is the great- 
est number of lashes which any law of any Colony has permitted to be 
given, at the will of the roaster. And the number twbntt, which the 
driver in the Bahamas is allowed to give, is double the number to what 
he is now limited in almost all the other Islands, and has been limited 
in Jamaica for at least thirty-eight years.* 

4. The clause relative to whipping females is to this effect, not that 
females shall not be flogged, as all Slaves may be flogged, with twenty 
lashes by the driver, and with thirty-nine lashes by the master, and, if it so 
please them, as heretofore, on the bare body ; but that no female slave, 
above the age of twelve, shall be so punished otherwise than in private. 
In short, the Bahama Legislators, by way of improving their penal code, 
have borrowed a leaf from that of the Spanish Inquisition : their pu- 
nishments of females are henceforward to be in secret. 

5. The clauses respecting marriage direct that marriages of Slaves, 
or of Slaves and free persons, may be solemnized (one free witness at 
least being present) by clergymen or justices of the peace, without pub- 
lication of banns or licence ; but only on Sunday, between eight and 
twelve, a fortnight's notice being given ; and provided the parties pro- 

* See the Jamaica Act of 1788,' timiting the driver to ten lashes, and ifbe 
owner to thirty-nine. 
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(ess the Christian religion, and produce the written consent of their 
owners. Such marriages are to be registered, and are declared to be 
valid, and their issue legitimate ; *^ saving always the just rights of 
ownership, which in no case whatsoever shall be hurt, prejudiced, 
sti-aitened, or otherwise affected thereby;" and also, ^' {provided that 
the marital power and authority to be thus acquired, shall in no such 
case impugn, diminish, or interfere with the rights or authority of the 
owner or owners in, to, and over such slave or slaves, in any manner 
whatsoever." It is a remarkable part of this provision that it debars from 
4he benefits of the marriage tie all slaves who are not Christians, or 
who are married by any religious teachers but clergymen, and this in a 
colony where but ror the labours of the Methodists there would be few 
if any Chrbtians. The legislators of the Bahamas mighthave known that, 
in other parts of the British dominions, among the many millions of our 
Hindoo and Mahommedan subjects, for example, and even in Great 
Britain itself, the profession of Christianity is no necessary condition of 
a valid marriage. Jews and others may there form valid marriages 
without any such profession, nor is any thing of the kind required even 
in that most religious part of the empire, Scotland. One would have 
expected that wise legislators would rather have been desirous of re- 
moving all possible impediments to marriage, than of thus multiplying 
them. The present limitation is one, which, through the utter insuffi^ 
ciency of the clause enjoining religious instruction, must shut out a 
large portion of the slave population of the Bahamas from the benefit of 
this provision. 

6. The regulation with respect to the non-separation of families is 
less liable to just exception than any that has been mentioned. Slaves 
being husband or wife, or reputed husband and wife, and their child, or 
reputed children under fourteen, being the property of the same ownery 
are not, whether by private contract, or public sale, or by virtue of any 
mortgage, execution, or other legal process, to be sold separately, or 
otherwise than in one lot, and to the same person ; and the same rule 
applies to slaves passing by bequest. This law supplies one great de- 
fect in that of Trinidad on the same subject, prohibiting the separation 
of families by private sale, as well as by judiaal process. The remarks 
already made on the subject of reputed marriages, (see p. 13.) are ap- 
plicable equally to the Bahamas as to Trinidad. Such marriages ought 
at once to be registered and rendered valid. 

It is unnecessary now to refer to the many unjust provisions of the 
new Slave Law of the Bahamas. They are pointed out in the pamphlet 
entitled the Slave Colonies of Great Britain, (p. 4 — 1 1.) But, besides 
these, it has not provided for the religious instruction or Christian edu- 
cation of the slaves; or for the observance of the Sunday (equivalent 
time being given to the slaves on other days); or for the admission of 
slave testimony ; or for the protection of slave property ; or for facilita- 
ting manumissions ; or for preventing the sale of slaves detached from 
the plantation ; or for restraming the power of arbitrary punishment ; or 
for abolishing the corporal punishment of females; or for putting down 
the driving whip ; or for establishing saving banks. 
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II. TOBAGO. 

Tobago has been the first of the Colonies, having legislatures of their 
own, to adopt any of the proposed ameliorations. A brief view of some 
very serious objections to varipus provisions of its recent act, may be seen 
io the pamphlet already referred to, the Slave Colonies of Great Britain 
(p. 78). At present the object is to shew wherein its legislation has 
been improved. The points in which any improvement is alleged to 
have taken place are — the observance of Sunday ; the admission of 
slave evidence; the right of property; the regulation of arbitrary 
punishment ; and the sale of Slaves detached from the estate. 

1. The observance of Sunday. In this island alone have Sunday 
markets been as yet abolished. In future the markets are to be held on 
Thursday. It is not however provided that the slaves shall have the 
Thursday on which to go to market; neither is equivalent time allowed 
them in lieu of the Sunday. The allowance of time to the slaves, 
indeed, for the cultivation of their grounds, besides the Sunday, is 
more liberal than in any other colony. It amounts to thirty-five week 
days in the year : but even this is far below what the equity of the case 
calls for ; for tlie Sunday being now no day of labour, as formerly, the 
addition to the preceding allowance of week days, whatever it was, ought 
to have been fifty-two. 

2. Slave evidence is admitted, by the Tobago act, in no civil case 
whatever, and in no criminal case, excepting where a free person is' 
charged with murder or mayhem of, or cruelty to, a slave ; and when 
no free person was present, or can be produced to prove the facts. Ja 
that case, if two slaves testify to the same fact, and their credibility be 
unimpeached, their testimony is to have the effect of the testimony of one 
White ; and the slave sufiering the mayhem, &c. may be one of the two. 

3. Slaves are declared to be entitled to hold personal property, 
** jfoir/y acquired,'* and to, sell the same, and to bring all actions per- 
sonal for recovering the same, slavery being no plea in abatement of 
such action. Here, however, no means are pointed out by which a slave 
shall proceed in asserting his right, nor any penalty affixed to his being 
hindered or molested in doing so. 

4. The regulation of punishments copsists in limiting the power of 
-the owner, &c. to the infliction of twenty stripes, being fewer than any 
other law authorizes, and in requiring that a free witness should be pre- 
sent whenever the punishment exceeds twelve stripes. Drivers are 
restrained from punishing without express orders ; but those orders, it 
is obvious, may be renewed from day to day. One clause, the 25th, 
appoints the President of the Council, the Speaker of the Assembly, 
and the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas, guardians, to inquire 
into complaints of cruelty towards slaves, and to direct, if need be, their 
prosecution by the Attorney General. The uselessness of such a re- 
gulation may be seen in the case of Grenada as stated above (p. 143). 
Indeed Grenada has just repealed its Guardian Act. 

5. It is said that the separation of slaves from the land was prevented 
by a former law of Tobago. There is, it is true, a law of some standing 
which makes slaves, as well as cattle, real estate; but then this appears 
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to be only for certain special purposes. They are to be real estate, in 
so far as to descend to the heir at law, and that widows may be endowed 
thereof; but they are still to be chattels, if the owner's other goods are 
not sufRcient to pay his debts. 

Here then we have the amount of improvement id Tobago. No 
means are provided, and no time set apart for religious instruction* 
Equivalent time in lieu of Sunday is not given to the slaves. Their 
testimony is admitted in a very partial and restricted manner. Tbehr 
marriages are not legalized. Facilities are not afforded to manumis- 
sion. The separation of families by sale is not prevented. The flogging 
of females is not prohibited. The use of the driving whip is retained. 
Saving banks are not established; and free persons are not adequately 
protected in the enjo3fment of their liberty. — And yet the authorities of 
Jobago declare, in the roost peremptory terms, that they have reached 
their ultimate point in the scale of improvement, and that they will not. 
In deference to a wild fanaticism, sacrifice their inalienable rights by 
proceeding another step. 

III. GRENADA. 

The points in which, since May 15th, 1823, the Legislature of this 
Ck>]ony has adopted the recommendations of his Majesty, are stated^ 
in the papers recently laid before Parliament, to be eight; namely, reli* 
gious mstruction; the observance of the Sabbath; the evidence of 
slaves ; manumission ; the non-separation of families ; the regulation of 
punisbmect ; the driving whip ; and the slave's right of property. These 
diflferent pobts are mentioned, without doubt, in an act recently passed 
in Grenada ; but how far they merit to be mentioned as ameliorations^ 
ivill more clearly appear on an examination of them in detail. 

I. heligious instruction. On this head, though it is so stated in the 
abstract, tiiere is really no amelioration. The Grenada slave act of 
1788 contained a clause on this subject, which was far more specific 
than the corresponding clause in the recent act, and had penalties an- 
nexed to it which the new act has not. The penalties and specification 
of the old act have been abandoned, and the barren generalities of 
the Jamaica act of 1696, the established form of evasion throughout 
the West Indies, have been substituted. Nay more, the former Gre- 
nada acts were prefaced by an imposing preamble, recognizing in solemn 
terms the obligation to introduce among their slaves a knowledge of the 
Christian religion (see the act of 1 797) ; and yet so utterly useless, so 
devoid of all force and vitality has been this parade of legislation, that 
the clergymen of that island, in making their returns to Lord Bathurst 
of the state of religion (see Papers printed by the House of Commons 
in July 1818), admit thai very few of the slaves attend divine service. 
** Sunday is the general public market day," " and almost the only one 
pn which slaves have an opportunity of bartering the produce of the pro- 
vision grounds allotted to them for other commodities." "These 
markets are generally at their height during the performance of divine 
service, and being holden on the Sabbath day, little attention or respect 
IS shewn to the religious duties of the day." " When I remonstrate," 
says one of these gentlemen, the Rev. W. Nash, ** they reply, that if 
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they come to church they must starve, as Sunday is the ouly day they 
have to cultivate their garden. The plea is so reasonable that I cannot 
oppose it; but I heartily wish their masters would deprive them of it by 
allowing them one day in each week to labour for themselves.'* " If 
they have not time for instruction/' he justly remarks, " ignorance is 
unavoidable" — though ** to human beings whose moral feelings and in- 
tellectual faculties have been suspended for ages unknown, and at 
length almost annihilated by an execrable system of oppression, under 
which, in order to endure existence, it was necessary to suppress every 
generous sentiment, to stifle every tender emotion, to forget they were 
men, every consideration that the horror of their situation can suggest, 
and the benevolence of the Christian religion inspire is certainly due.''* 

Now if the more stringent clauses of 1788 have produced no effect, 
and have never been alleged to have produced any, are we to be de- 
luded into a hope of amelioration by the repetition of words which have 
been repeated to satiety, and without effect, for 1 30 years ; which point 
to no means; prescribe no time; and are accompanied by no sanctions? 
Here the movement is absolutely a retreat and not an aavance. 

2. At the time that Mr. Nash wrote the report which is cited in the 
last paragraph, it is obvious that there was in Grenada no observance 
of the Sabbath, that first preliminary requisite to effectual religious in* 
struction, and which would have done more for religion than all its 
other specious but hollow enactments. 

Had the Slaves come to church, in quest of the religious instruction 
the act required to be given to them, Mr. Nash tells us, they must have 
starved, as Sunday was the only day they had to cultivate their grounds. 
The law, it is true, allowed them even then one day in fourteen out of 
crop, or about eighteen days in the year. Mr. Nash does not say that 
those eighteen days, though allowed them by the letter of the law were, 
like the religious mstruction, in practice withheld from them, though his 
language seems to imply it But, whether that were the case or not, it 
is still plain from his statement, that, in his opinion, with fifly-two 
Sundays in the year at their own disposal, they could not have come to 
church without the risk of being starved. But what does the new Act do 
to remedy this state of things ? Does it give the Slaves equivalent time 
for their fifty-two Sundays, so that Sunday may be left for repose and 
instruction ? No. The act merely prescribes, that the Slaves shall have 
twenty-eight days in the year, that is ten more than they were allowed 
before. Now, to fulfil the purposes of Government as to religious in- 
struction and the observance of Sunday, and to give the Slaves equi- 
valent time in lieu of Sunday, seventy days in the week ought to be given 
them, whereas they have only twenty-eight This is a singular mode of 
improving thdr condition and of rendering cdmmon justice to the Slaves. 

The Sunday market, however, is not abolished in Grenada. Some- 
thing is said, hideed, about extending the market hours on Thursday, 
and it seems to have been assumed, by the framer of the abstract, that 

* This passage, with many others of the same description transmitted to 
Lord Bathurst at the same time, lay unheeded on the tabic of the House of 
Commons for five long years. 
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the clause on thi& subject is intended as an anielioration of the condition 
of the Slaves. But the clause has nothing whatever to do, necessarily, 
with the Slaves. It is to this effect — 

That, " whereas by the laws at present in force" (what are those laws ?) 
** for regulating the public markets, the hours thereby limited may not 
afford sufficient time for the sale of provisions and other articles necessary 
for the consumption of the inhabitants, be it therefore enacted, that in 
addition to the time already appointed for holding such markets," (what 
is that time?) '' the market hours on lliursday, throughout the year, 
shall be extended from six o'clock in the morning till six o'clock in the 
evening." 'And what does this clause do for the poor Slaves ? Does it 
give them the Thursday on which to go to market ? No such thing. 
They, for aught that appears to the contrary, are occupied wholly in the 
field in that day. Nay, it may be even impossible for their masters to 
allow them on that day to travel to market for fear of arrest. The 
clause has not the slightest immediate bearine on the condition of the 
Slaves, except as it serves to throw dust in t^e eyes of the people of 
England. With precisely the same effect, as respects them, might the 
market have been extended from six to six on every day of the week, as 
well as on Thursday. Sunday would still of necessity be the Negro's 
market day. He can have no* other unless it is specially given to him 
by law, or by the special favour of an unincumbered owner. As for the 
clause that no stores are to be kept open on Sundays, under a penalty 
of £10 it is an enactment of precisely the same description ; — it may do 
to be read in England, but cannot, in present circumstances, be acted 
upon in Grenada. A law, precisely in the same terms, was passed in Ja- 
maica in 1816, but it could not be rigidly acted upon, as the markets con- 
tinued to be held on Sunday. Indeed, how is it possible, that while 
Sunday continues the market day for the Slaves, and no other has been 
appointed, that this law can be enforced ? If it were possible, it would 
to them be most cruel. 

A clause forbids the employing of the Slaves on Sunday. If this 
mean nothing more than that they shall not work elsewhere than in 
their grounds on that day, which is, in fact, working for their masters, 
nothing is gained by it ; for this has always been the law and the general 
practice in all the islands in which the Slaves are fed from their own 
provision grounds. But, if it means that they are not to work on their 
own grounds on that day, then a positive wrong is done to them : they 
are deprived of their Sunday without an equivalent. So much for the 
amelioration in respect to religious instruction, and the observance of the 
Sunday, in Grenada. 

3. The evidence of a Slave is only admissible by this new law against 
a free person on a charge for a capital offence ; and even then, he must 
produce from the clergyman a certificate of baptism, and of compe- 
tency as a witness, and also of good character from the proprietor, &c., 
who may be the very man against whom the charge is made. But no 
free person shall be convicted, unless two Slaves shall clearly and con- 
sistently depose to the same facts, and unless their evidence shall be 
corroborated by circumstantial evidence to the satisfaction of the court 
and jury. It may be fairly assumed, that few convictions will take place 
on evidence so fettered. 
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4. The Slave's right of property. The clam^ which is csteek ifi t&e 
abstract as gmog- &s r%ht^ does, nc^ in hd give amf smch rl^t It 
mereiy proTyea, that if any owner or any other person shall unlawfully 
take ?mBf from, or deprive^ any Slave of any personal property by him 
possessed, such person shall forfeit £10 over and above the value of the 
property taken away. And this is all. It is not enacted, that a Slave 
may legally hold and enjoy property, or legally transmit it to others, or 
may sue for it by himself, or any one else in his name, or that be can cite 
others as witnesses in his behalf, or that to take it unlawfully from him 
is theft or robbery, as the case may be ; but whatever be the circum- 
stances, the person so unlawfully taking it, forfeits ten pomids. As the 
matter ought not to be treated as a debt, but a crime ; the penalty 
ts rather a protection to the free person against the legal con- 
sequences of such a crime, than of the Slave against lawless depredation. 

5. In the clause also which pretends to afford facilities for manu- 
missions, all that is done is to permit the owner of an estate, upon 
which there may be a mortgage, to manumit a Slave, provided he can 
put in his place another Sl^ve of equal value, to be ascertained by ap- 
praisement. This clause can produce little or no benefit to the Slaves 
generally. Its chief practical effect will be to enable mortgagors in pos- 
session, or their representatives, to redeem their own spurious o&pring, 
or the mother of such offspring from slavery. 

6. It is enacted, that no married Slave, or unmarried female Slave, 
having a child or children under twelve, who may belong to the same 
owner, shall be sold by judicial process, except together and to the same 
person. But thus far, according to Mr. Dwarris, Grenada had previ- 
ously gone. His words are, *' Unattached Slaves are ordered to be 
sold one by one, except mother and child under ten years of age." The 
necessary condition of being actually married in order that husband and 
wife may not be separated, is peculiarly hard in a Colony, the returns 
from which shew that no marriages had taken place there for fourteen 
years. 

7. The regulation of arbitrary punishment, by the master, consists in his 
not being aliow^ to inflict beyond fifteen lashes, except in the presence of a 
free person ; or more than ten without a record to be produced only when 
called for ; or more than twenty-five for any one offence on any one day, or 
till the Slave has recovered the effects of the former whipping. But, if the 
owner thinks that the Slave's /au/^, though not cognizable by law, is of 
such enormity as to deserve a more exemplary punishment than twenty- 
five lasheSy it shall be lawful for the owner to carry the offending Slave 
^fore ONE or more justices of the peace, who may direct such corporal 
punishment^ not extending to life or limb^ as the offence shall in his or 
their discretion merit ; and all this without appeal. This enactment is 
itself an enormity. What then are the crimes, not cognizable by law 
(the West India Penal Laws, as they affect slaves,are surely sweeping and 
comprehensive enough) of which a Slave can be guilty, which shall be of 
such enormity, as to require that one justice or any number of justices, 
shall have the power of inflicting upon him an exemplary corporal pu* 
nishment to any extent short of life or limb ? Is it impossible to ima- 
gine two neighbouring owners or managers, each in the commission of 
the peace, agreeing to execute this summary and terrible justice ou the 
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Slaves of each other, /or crimes not tognizable by law, and therefore 
violating no law ? Is there not enough in this single enactment to shew 
iiot merely the uselessness, but the criminality, of continuing to commit 
the well being and happiness of so many thousands of our fellow sub- 
jects to persons capable of framing, apparently without a feeling of its 
cruelty and injustice, such a provision as this ? And then, with respect 
to the record of punishment, directed to be kept by the owner or the 
justice, there is no penalty imposed for its not being kept, and no return 
required on oath, or otherwise, of its contents. They are to produce it 
only when called for, but without any penalty for refusing to do so. 

8. The 12th t;lause, respecting the driving whip, affords a happy in- 
stance of legislative evasion. It enacts that, " no Slave or Slaves shall 
eacy any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, as a mark or 
emblem of his, fiery or their authority, while superintending the labour of 
any slaves on any estate, and the persons so offending, and each and 
every person who shall or may direct, instigate, or abet such illegal 
use or exhibition of any such whip, cat, or other instrument, shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, and being thereof convicted, shall 
suffer such punishment as the Court before which such misdemeanour 
is cognizable may direct." Now, let this miserable, unmeaning, and 
worthless enactment be compared with the corresponding clause in the 
Trinidad Order, which the Grenada legislators had before their eyes at 
the time they framed it. — " And it is further ordered^ that it is, and shall 
henceforth be illegal /or any person or persons, within the island of Tri- 
nidad, to carry any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like nature, 
while superintending the labour of any slaves in or upon the fields or 
cane pieces upon any plantation, or to use any such whip, cat, or instru- 
ment, for the purpose of impelling or coercing any Slave to perform any 
labour of any kind or nature whatever, or to carry or exhibit, upon any 
plantation or elsewhere, any whip, cat, or other instrument of the like 
nature, as a mark or emblem of the authority of the person so carrying 
or exhibiting the same over any Slave," and then all persons doing so, 
or authorizing, or aiding, or abetting " such illegal driving, or use, or 
exhibition of any such whip," shall be deemed guilty of a misdemea- 
nour, to which is attached a fine not exceeding £500 nor less than £50 or 
imprisonment for not more than six months, or less than one month, or both 
fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court. 

In the Grenada act, it will be seen that the prohibition as to carrying 
a whip is confined to Slaves, as if no one but a Slave could be em- 
ployed as a driver. The crime prohibited too is not the using a whip 
to impel or coerce labour, but the carrying and exhibiting it as an em- 
blem of authority. The evasion is of so gross a kind as to defeat 
its object ; but it shows the reluctance which prevails to part with the 
driving-whip. 

In one point the framer of the abstract has not done full justice to 
the Grenada act. He has omitted to notice that it contains a clause 
permitting any Slave, who may be desirous of intermarrying with any 
other Slave belonging to the same owner, to apply to any Clergyman of 
the Church of England, or any Catholic priest, or " other persons 
thereto legally authorized," who are required to solcnmize the same, 
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provided a written permission is produced from the owner ; and the 
clergyman, &c. shall consider the Slave to have an adequate know- 
ledge of the nature of the marriage vow. It is unnecessary to repeat 
the observations already made (p. 153.) on this strange restriction. The 
clause, however, after all, while it permits marriages of Slaves fin cer- 
tain cases, dexterously avoids conferring upon them any legal validity. 
It was, perhaps, on this account that all notice of it was omitted in the 
abstract. 

Another reason for the omission, no less valid, may have been that 
this clause, instead of being an ameliorating provision, falls far short of 
the Grenada law of 1788, which not only authorizes 4he marriages of 
Slaves, but imposes penalties on the clergyman who shall refuse to so- 
lemnize them ; and furthermore imposes penalties of a still heavier 
kind, on all who shall violate the purity of married females, being Slaves. 
Thirty-four years after this law had been passed, in the returns laid 
on the table of the House of Commons, in March, 1823, we are told 
by one clergyman of Grenada, Mr. Nash, that *' the legal solemnization 
of marriage between Slaves in this island, is a thing unheard of ;** by 
two others, Mr. Webster and Mr. Macmahon, that no application had 
ever been made to them to marry Slaves. The former, during an incum- 
bency of 12 years, and the latter, during one of 37 years, had '* never 
heard of such a thing'* as the marriage of a Slave. And yet, in the 
ameliorating Slave law of Grenada, the same enactment as to mar- 
riage is again inserted, but divested of all the penalties which seemed 
to afford some chance of its efficiency, and without any provision for 
giving a legal effect and validity to Slave marriages. 

This act sweeps away the whole system of guardians of Slaves, 
which the legislators of Grenada had exhibited in their former Slave 
acts, as the very perfection of West India legislation ; and which, as 
they have repealed it, Tobago has taken up. This is another curious illus- 
tration of the uncertainty of Colonial legislation. It would be endless to 
go through the different clauses of this act, in order to shew the gross 
injustice of many of the provisions which it retains, and which are to 
much the same effect as those which will be found in the Slave acts of 
the Bahamas and Barbadoes.* A few instances will suffice. 

By clause 7, The hours of labour are fixed from day-break till sunset, 
with an interval of two hours and a half for breakfast and dinner (half 
an hour more than Demerara gives), and slaves are not to be compelled 
to work beyond that time, except in '* manufacturing such produce as 
necessarily requires night or extra labour," or " in the carrying a bundle 
of grass or stock meat from the field to the stable or other place where 
the same is consumed."t 

By clause 15, A slave complaining, and whose complaint shall appear 
to the justices to be groundless, shall be punished, not exceeding thirty- 
nine stripes.! — ^A person taken up as a runaway slave, but claiming to 
be free, may (by the 22d clause) be sold by order of a meeting -of Justices, 

* See Slave Colonies of Great Britaiii,p. 4 — 19. 

t See Slave Colonies of Great Britain, p. 30, and 86, and above p. 144« 

t See above, p. 144, 145. 
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€Ten though no one prefers any claim to his services. And this is the 
more remarkable, because one clause, the 48th, throws the onus pro- 
bandi on the claimant of a slave in a question of slave or free. But the 
Justices, by this act, may sell a man to whom no one else can establish 
« claim, merely because they are not satisfied he is free. 

By clause 29, Any person carrying off or attempting to carry off from 
the island a slave without the owner's leave, shall be guilty of felony 
-without benefit of clergy. 

By clause 33, Swearmg, committing nny indecent act in any place, 
"getting drunk, quarrelling, wilfully gallopping, cantering, or trotting a 
horse m the town of St. Georg©, may be punished in a slave with twenty- 
ifive lashes by any justice. 

By clause 35, Black men and women pretending to communication 

with the devil, or (clause 37) compassing or imagining the death of a 

Jree person, may be punished with death .• — A slave breaking loose from 

prison, when committed for felony (clause 38), is punishable with death, 

without benefit of clergy. 

By clause 40, Slaves executed or transported, or condemned to hard 
labour for life, are to be valued and the price paid to their owners. 

Such are some of the barbarous provisions contained in this new act^ 
passed in 1825, and they make it the more to be regretted that Lord 
Bathurst, while he objects to many of the clauses, should have expressed 
himself so strongly as he has done in approbation of it " I cannot 
but be sensible,'' he says, " that it falls short of what has been recom- 
mended, yet it deserves to be considered as an important improvement 
of the existing code.* Its provisions are all of a beneficial nature as far 
xis they goJ* — I instruct you, therefore, he writes to the governor, " to 
convey to the legislature his Majesty's gracious approbation of what 
lias been done ; to recommend first that they should revise those enact- 
ments in the late act to which I have more particularly called their at- 
tention in a separate dispatch, and secondly, to take into their serious 
consideration the important measures which are yet wanting to fulfil the 
expectations entertained from them." 

The acting Governor, Mr. Paterson, who is himself a planter, in a 
letter dated the 2l6t Nov. 1825, tells his lordship that there are some 
points which seem to Lord Bathurst to be indispensable, with which he 
fears it will be " impossible to comply," namely, " the total prohibition 
of the whip as an instrument of ccyrrection of females, and the right of 
slaves to purchase their freedom." Other things, he says, may admit 
t>f being modified or explained — ^but to cease from flogging women, or 
to give a slave a power of purchasing his freedom, are, in the estimation 
of this public functionary, ruinous innovations. The women, he says, 
are the most turbulent of the slaves ; and to allow slaves, he adds, to 
purchase their freedom would be tantamount to gradual but ultimate 
ruin ! — Now, what hope can be entertained of beneficial enactments, oft 
these subjects, from men who can thus speak and judge ? Mr. Paterson 
argues against the appointment of a Protector of slaves as unconstituti- 
onal: he is " an officer unknown to the British constitution." How such 

* As compared with the act of 1788, it is the reverse of «n improveraent 
3 
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m ot^cer cqu14 be known to th« British coustitutioa Mfbicb wSkt» W^ 
slavery — Mr. Paterson will perhaps explain. But what makes tbl^ 
objection on his part the more extraordinary is, that he must; have 
taken a part in renewing, if not in fraifning, the boast«^ Guardiaii. 
Act of Grenada, by which men's eyes in this country wer^ for a» 
tinie blinded. Now, however, he has acquired new lights on the 
subject : neither guardians nor protectors are any longer wanted. " Thfe 
magistrates," he says, " men of the first note," 8^1 interested in the wel- 
fare of the slave population, '^ can afford the injured slav^ more imme- 
diate redress than he could receive" from a protector in town. Let the 
reader look back to the conduct of those Grenada magistrates, as certi- 
fied by the Governor and Attorney General of the colony (p. 143), and 
then judge of the delusive nature of the acting Governor's representa- 
tions. — Equally unsound and delusive is every syllable pf his defence of 
Sunday markets; and if all he says were true, yet how inconsisteni is it 
with his reasoning, to impose a fine of £1Q on every one who keep& 
open his store on Sunday ! How are the poor negroes to make their 
market if that law is enforced on the only market day allowed them? 
Mr. Paterson does not even pretend that it was meant to givethemi 
any other day at present for their markets, — On the subject of the 
whip, he observes, '* that its usQ was not intended to be prohibited, but 
the exhibition of it to be interdicted, not only as the emblem of aM^tho- 
rity, but as an instrument of c<?ercion, excepting when ^ent for, or 
t^ken to the field, for the purpose of punishing an offence previously 
committed, and requiring immediate correction/' This i» not a fair 
representation of the Act, as may be se^n by referring tQ the tran- 
script of it above, (p. 159.) Besidies, Mr. Peterson must hd^e knowa that 
the principle of immediate correction, for which he manfuJUy contend«, 
and the benefit of which he exemplifies by a reference, (which, we be- 
lieve, is wholly unfounded,) to the army, navy, and public schools, ia ia 
the teeth of the principle of the King's recommendation, that an interval 
of 94 hours shall always pass between the offence and the puuishment^ — 
He defends th^ discretionary power, given to £^ sing^ magistrate, of in- 
flicting any punishment, short of life and limb, on offences not cogni- 
zable by law, by saying, in the usual style, that ^' tb^ magistrates are 
the la\^ful and willing protectors of the Slaves." — " It would be con- 
traty," Mr. Paterson further tells us, " to the whole system and v^ 
existence of Slavery, to admit a right of acdon^ in a Slave against his 
own6r, and what no West Indian legislature woijjd or could concede." 
Then follows some metaphysical reasoning tp proKO the wia^ 
dom of the Grenada legislation in admitting Slaives to give evidence 
in the case of capital offences, but refusing to receive such evidence in 
civil suitjs, or in petty cases of assault, or of trivial crimen. 

Is it right that men who can thus reason, and thus feel, should b« 
the representatives of His Majesty in protecting, and in administering 
justtice to so large a portion of His subjects; or slv>uld be entrusted 
with the delicate task of legislating fpr them? 

IV, ST. VINCENT'S. 
The new act of St. Vincent's resembles that of Grenada in several 
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respects. It contains a similar clause on the subject of xeligious in- 
struction. It limits markets to ten on Sundays, and yet shuts up shops 
on that day, under a penalty of £10; appointing no other day for mar- 
keting. ^ It does not give equivalent time to the Slave in lieu of the 
Sunday. It protects the property of Slaves in the same inade- 
quate manner as the Grenada act, and follows it in adopting, in nearly 
the same terms, the same evasive enactment respecting the driving- 
whip. It says nothing of manumission, except that free Black and 
Coloured freeholders are not to be freeholders for any other purpose 
than that of holding and assigning their freehold property ; thus dis- 
franchising, by a stroke of the pen, a large class of His Majesty's sub- 
jects, whose only crime is the colour of their skin. It says nothing of 
peventing the separation of families by sale. Slaves are declared, by 
an old law now renewed, to be real estate and not chattels, and as such 
•shall descend to heirs* and widows be endowed thereof; but if there 
be not chattels to pay debts, then Slaves shall be taken and sold as 
.chattels. It does not modify the power of arbitrary punishment by the 
master, but leaves the Slaves, men and women, subject, m all respects 
as before, tp 10 lashes by the driver, or 39 by the owner or manager. It 
requires a register to be kept on every estate, but it is to be produced 
only when called for, of all punishments above ten lashes. It requires 
olereymen to solemnize the marriages of Slaves, producing the consent 
<yf their owners, and understanding the nature of the marriage vow ; 
but it gives no express validity to such marriages, and declares mat they 
«hall confer no rights inconsistent with the duties of Slaveys, or subject 
them to penalties, the -effect of which may injure their owners. It 
admits, in capital cases alone, the evidence of a Slave, provided he 
produces a certificate of baptism and character ; provided also that 
two Slaves clearly and consistently depose to the same fact, being ex- 
amined aparty and that the crime is prosecuted within the year. But 
«o Slave IS to give evidence where his owner, or manager, or any White 
person, is charged with a capital crime. — How strangely the principles 
of West India legislatures vary, even on such a point as this. Grenada 
jand Tobago admit the evidence of Slaves in the very case in which St. 
Vincent and Dominica exclude it. But besides the defects which have 
ibeen noticed, more numerous and still greater violations of all just and 
enlightened principles of legislation are to be found in the new law of 
St. Vincent, than even in that of Grenada. 

The whole of the alleged improvements, in the Slave codes of our 
different Colcmies, has now passed under revision, with the exception 
of Dominica. The parliamentary papers, however, having given only 
the draft of a ^ill for that Colony, with the blanks not yet ^lled up, it 
would answer no purpose to examine it. And ev«n if, as has been 
stated, that bill has actually passed the different branches c^ the legis- 
lature, it would constitute no improvement in the legal condition of the 
Slave, as compared with the act of the same island, passed in 1788. 
There is nothing in it really new, except that females are not in future to 
be whipped in public, and so as to occasion any indecent exposure; and 
that a register is to be kept of punishments. The clauses in the new act 
about religion, and the observance of Sunday, fall even below those pf 
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the aid act, which are admitted to have been whoUy inoperative; while 
the clauses in the former act on marriage, and the violation of the pa- 
rity of married females, so much vaunted at the time of its passing, are 
jvholly omitted in the new. The clause on Slave evidence appears to 
be of the same restricted kind as that passed eight or ten years ago. 

Such then is the result of that reference of the great work of Colonial 
Reform, whicli was made to the local assemblies nearly three years 
ago. The most cursory reader will at once perceive how widely differ- 
ent is that result, not only from what was originally proposed by the 
Government, as the first step in the progress of that reform, but even 
from the statement recently made, as from authority, in the House 
of Commons * of the ameliorations that had actually been effected. — 
That statement is reported to have been to this effect, viz.-^ TAa^, since 
May, 1823, of the Colonies having legislatures ^ of their own^ eight 
had taken measures wiih respect to religious instruction ; the observance, 
of Sunday; the giving security to the property of Slaves; the modifi- 
cation of punishment ; and the abolition of the driving-whip : — That 
SEVEN had admitted the evidence of Slaves; and had given facilities to 
manumission: — That five had legalized marriage; prohibited the 
separation of families ; and abolished the flogging of females : — That 
FOUR had prohibited the sale of Slaves detached from the estate: and 
That TWO had established saving banks. 

Now, instead of having this flattering picture of improvement realized, 
it turns out, that, even if we include Dominica in our estimate, only 
fivE of the Colonies, out of thirteen, having legislatures of their own, 
have done any thing whatsoever towards carrying the resolutions of the 
15th May, 1823, into effect ; and 

Of these five, 

None have done any thing with respect to religious instruction. f 

One (Tobago) has abolished Sunday markets. 

Four (Tobago, Grenada, St. Vincent's, and Dominica) have given a 
very limited protection, in certain cases, to the property of Slaves. 

Two (Tobago and Grenada) have lowered the scale of arbitrary pu- 
nishment by the master. 

• On the 28th of February, 1826. 

t We are aware of the statements on this head which have been made, both 
in the House of Lords and in the House of Commons ; but they do not go in the 
slightest degree to invalidate the position, that nothing has been done by Colo- 
nial legislation for the religious instruction or for the education of the Slaves, 
since May, 1823. The passing of a law to regulate the ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
of the Bishop, or the raising money to build a church, are both very proper mea- 
sures ; but they do not constitute either religious instruction or education, ex- 
cept in the view of those who conceive that when a clergyman has received 4600 
dollars for baptizing 9000 Slaves in a year, or two years, he has made them all 
Christians. Barbadoes, for e]i(ample, has had eleven, and Jamaica nineteen. 
Churches, for at least a century. It is stated, as a proof of the religious zeal of 
the people of those Islands, that they are about to build another. This is very 
laudable ; but will this twelfth or twentieth church do for the Slaves more than 
the former eleven or nineteen ? The bishops and clergy lately sent may, with- 
out doubt do much, if they are so disposed, for the religious instruction and 
education of the Slaves : but they are appointed by the Crown, not by the 
Colonies. 
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Two (Grenada and St. Vincent's) have made a mere shew of abolish- 
ing the driving-whip. 

TuREE (Tobago, Grenada, and St. Vincent's) have admitted the evi- 
dence of Slaves in a verv limited degree. 

None have given to the Slave the power of effecting his manumis- 
sion by purchase. 

One (Bahamas) has legalized marriage, and two (Grenada and 
St. Vincent's) have permitted it in certain crffees. 

One (Bahamas) has prohibited the separation of families^ either bv 
private or judicial sale ; and one (Grenada) has prohibited it by judicial! 
safe. 

None have abolished the flogging of females. 

None have prohibited the sale of Slaves detached from the estate. 

None have established saving banks. 

And now, after reading this meagre statement, let any man look care- 
fully at the vain and ineflicient, and often contradictory and unjust pro- 
visions, by which it is pretended to ensure even the scanty measure of 
improvement which the most partial advocate of the Colonies can deduce 
from these papers, and he nmst feel convinced, that no useful or con- 
sistent legislation is to be expected by continuing to pursue the present 
course. Delay and disappointment can be its only results. 

In the first place, the great mass of the enactments are framed in 
direct contradiction to the admirable principle involved in the following 
passage of one of Lord Bathurst's letters to the Governor of the Baha- 
mas : — ** Since the superiority of rank and education which belongs to 
the White inhabitant, is an aggravation of the offence committed by him, 
tliere is an injustice in assigning to the aggravated offence the minor 
punishment.*' He also condemns those clauses which enact that a 
severer punishment should be inflicted on a crime committed by a Slave, 
** whose ignorance is an extenuation of his guilt," than by others, ** for 
whose guilt no such extenuation can be presuVned." And yet it is the 
uniform character of the, so called, meliorating laws which have now 
been reviewed, that they are built upon this reprobated prmciple. 

The enactments in question are further at war with the important 
principle laid down in a late debate,* by such high authorities as Mr. 
Canning, and the Attorney General, namely, that it was indispensable to 
the ends of justice, that there should be, both in form and in substance, 
an equal administration of it to White and Black. These enactments 
proceed on a totally different principle. 

Further, even those provisions of law which wear the semblance of 
amelioration, are almost all destitute of adequate sanctions, or of an 
executory principle ; and they are all confided to the administration of 
the very men whose power it ought to be their object to controul, and 
against whom it is the universal feeling of the country, that the Slave 
requires to be protected. 

In short, if such impotent and evasive enactments, as most of those 
now laid before the public, are to be represented, under the sanction of 
the highest authority in the state, as " Slave meliorating provisions ; " 
and if some of the views, as far as we understand them, which have been 

• On the motion of Mr. Dcnman, the 2nd of Mar.h, 1826. 
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developed, ot rathet hinted at, in certain quarters, are henceforth to 
regulate the measures to be taken in respect to Slavery, the hope .of 
a^ early and effectual reform, not to say extinction, of that opprobrious 
condition of society, is, to say the least^ very greatly discouraged* 
. But here the Colonists, and their friends in this country, meet every 
call for parliamentary interference, by using, in order to combat the ex- 
pediency of that line of policy, the very arguments which have been 
advanced in its favour, ^ It is utterly impossible,'* they say, '^ and 
your own statements prove it, that Parliament can legislate efi^ctively 
for the Colonies, unless the Colonists become the willing and concurrent 
executors of its enactments. No benefit can be hoped for, from laws, 
however excellent, which the courts and juries of a country combine to 
frustrate or to elude. The feelings and prejudices of the community 
will triumph over the most skilfully framed statutes/' 

It would be vain to deny that a very fcmnidable difficulty is here 
brought forward, and that if it admits of no satisfactory solution, the 
evils of Colonial bondage are irremediable, except by one of those con- 
vulsions which shall suddenly and irresistibly burst the chains that bind 
the Slave, involving, perhaps, him and his master in one common ruin* 
For that the Colonists will of themselves frame and execute laws, which 
shall carry into full effect the recommendations of His Majesty and the 
wishes of the nation, is what no one, who is acquainted with their sen- 
timents, can be weak enough to suppose. They see nothing but ruin 
in every measure tetiding to emancipation; and they will not, they 
plainly tell us, be themselves the artificers of that ruin. 

But "what," it is asked, "can Parliamentary legislation effect, to 
obviate this formidable and fatal difficulty ? " The question requires^ 
and shall receive, a distinct answer. 

1. In the first place, it will be admitted that good laws are better than 
bad laws. In as far as the Colonial statutes are chargeable with a want 
of uniformity and consistency t with gross inequality and injustice ; 
and with the absence of adequate sanctions and executory provisions ; 
it would clearly be in the power of Parliament to apply a remedy. The 
object of Parliament would be to give effect to its own wishes and reso- 
lutions: the object of the Colonists, in all the Colonies, is rather 
to resist, and, if they cannot resist, to elude, their accomplishment. 
Here, at least, would be a manifest advantage on the side of Parlia- 
mentary legislation. And when it is considered how very contracted is 
the White population of most of the Colonies, and how large a portion 
of that class are necessarily in low and servile situations ; and, of the 
remainder, how few are qualified, by their rank in life, and by the union 
therewith of intelligence and high principle, U) form wise and enlight-^ 
ened legislators, in points at once so diffi<5ult, and so deeply affecting 
their pride, their passions, and their interests; it would evince an extra- 
ordinary disregard of the claims of humanity and justice, if, after expe- 
rience has so fully confirmed all the deductions of reason on this subject, 
we should continue to delegate to them the task of legislating for the 
entire Black and Coloured population of our Colonies. 

If it be doubted whether any good may be done by means of checks 
and sanctions, introduced into the Colonial Acts by some paramount 
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authority, it is only necessary to refer to the Trinidad Order in CouociK 
It is there provided, that the Protector of Slaves shall not be entitled to 
receive his salary until the returns, which are required from hrm, hztve 
been made in a complete and satisfactory manner. This single provision 
will serve to illustrate what may be effected by the judtcious teeuiatioils 
of willing legislators, in enforcing even those laws which arc obnoxious 
to the general feelings of a comnninky. 

2. But, m the second place, however well the Ibl^s may be framed, 
as to their letter, it must be admitted, that if the judicial administration 
of the Colonies remams on its present footing ; if the Judges are still to 
be Planters, and to be dependent for their salaries on assemblies of 
Planters ; comparatively little good would result f^om the improvement. 
But is it not the duty of Parliament to provide, not only tliat the laws 
should be good and just, but that they should be justly, and equitably, 
and faithfully administered 7 Would it make no difference in the cha- 
racter of that administration, if the offices of Judge, Attorney General, 
and Fiscal (to say nothing at present of Governors, and of Protectors and 
Assistant Protectors of Slaves), were filled by barristers of a certain stand- 
ing, wholly disconnected from Colonial interests, with fixed and suitable 
salaries, altogether independent of the local assemblies, and receiving their 
authority and their instructions from the Crown ? Would it make no dif- 
ference, if the whole judicial administration were placed under the super- 
intending care, and the responsibility of such intelligent and independent 
functionaries, receiving regular reports of every judicial proceeding from 
the inferior tribunals, and transmitting them, together with their own 
records, to the supreme authorities of the State, to be by them laid before 
Parliament? Would not the institution of this universal system of record, 
report, inspection, publicity, and consequent responsibility, go far, of 
itself, and still more when combined with the suggested change in the 
executive department of the law, to reform many of the existing evils of 
the Colonial system ? And is it not in the power of Parliament to follow 
up its enactments for the improvement ot the law, by such improve- 
tiients in th^e administration of that law as have now been hinted at ? 
And if in the power, is it not also, the duty, of Parliament to do so ? 

3. But it will be argued that, though something may be done, by re- 
forming the judicial administration of the Colonies, to correct the exist- 
mg evils of the Slave system, yet the juries must still be composed of 
nren actuated by the prevailing Colonial prejudices, and equally ready 
as now to render nugatory every obnoxious law. Neither the Judges, 
however able and tipright, nor the Parliament itself, can prevent the 
powerful influence of the esprit de corps on the mmds of jurymen. 

This is to a certain degree true. There is, however, a large depart- 
ment of the judicial admmistration which is entirely in the hainds of the 
judges, mdependently of juries ; and even m that departinent of it which 
rests wholly on the decisions of a jury, it cannot be supposed that the 
presence and dicta of an mtelligent and unbiassed judge, and the sy» 
tem of revision and publicity which has been suggested, would not 
produce a very powerful and salutary effect on those decisions. 

Besides thisy there is another and obvious palliative at least, if not 
remedy, for the evil under consideration, in the admission to the jury 
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box of those fre« Blacks and persons of colour, who are qualified by 
their property, and intelligence, and acquirements, to take a share in the 
administration of justice. Why should they be excluded ? Have they 
not interests, and large interests too, at stake ? Even foreigners have 
a right, when tried, to have a moiety of their peers foreigners like 
themselves. By what strange anomaly in British jurisprudence is it that 
native born subjects, men possessing a common interest in the state, 
shall, (not on account of the want of a qualification as to property, or in- 
telligence, or loyalty, but on account of the varying shades of their com- 
plexion,) be excluded, as a degraded caste, irom the first and dearest 
right of the British Constitution, a trial by their peers ? 

That such reforms are in the power of parliament ; and that» if made, 
they would improve the administration of justice, and afford increased 
security to the slave, and thus obviate the only solid objection to par- 
liamentary legislation^ cannot be questioned ; and without parliamentary 
legislation, what hope exists that slavery will either be materially miti- 
gated, or finally extinguished ? 

The object of these pages has been fulfilled. It would therefore be 
out of place to enter upon a variety of questions, foreign to its imme- 
diate purpose, though connected with the general subject, to which the 
public attention has recently been directed by various publications, par- 
ticularly by a pamphlet entitled ** The West India question practically 
considered," and to which rumour has assigned somewhat of an official 
origin. 

That pamphlet, though it be impossible now to enter upon it, may 
require an early discussion. This remark, however, has no reference to 
the pains the author has taken to convince the world that the views 
entertained by the leading abolitionists, in 1826, on the subject of the 
necessity and expediency of legislative interference with the colonies, 
has undergone a great change since 1792, and even since 1807. This 
fact is not only admitted, but stands forward as the very ground of their 
recent proceedings.* But if they then placed, it may be, an unwar- 
ranted, but nevertheless, a liberal, confidence in the purposes of the 
colonists, with respect to the improvement of the condition of their 
slaves, are they, or those who have entered into their labours, to be 
blamed as wanting in good faith, because the painful experience of 
twenty years has satisfied them that their confidence was misplaced, 
and all hope of improvement, except from parliamentary interference, 
vain and illusory ? 

On this point the author may enjoy his victory undisturbed. There 
are other questions however from which not only the Anti-Slavery 
Society, but the whole British public will dissent, and which are either 
distinctly stated, or may be deduced as fair corollaries from the reason- 
ing employed in this and some other kindred writings. Such, for ex- 
ample, are the following : 

That because the British parliament and people have participated largely 
in the crime of slavery, they ought not, though convinced of its guilt, 
to cease from it, lest some of the guilty should cease to profit by it. 

* See substance of the debate of 15 May 1823— Preface, p. xL 
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That because great eruelties are among ihe necessary incidents of 
slavery, it is our duty not to make a noiae about them, but quietly to 
acquiesce in what cannot be prevented. 

That though it is of the very essence of despotic power to be abused, 
and its existence has hitherto been deemed a curse, yet such is the pecu- 
liar character of our colonists, that the most unmeasured despotism 
ever exercised by man over his fellows is converted, in their case, into a 
blessing to the subjects of it. 

That though it may be proved that the slave population of our colo- 
nies are in the singular situation of being a diminishing population, yet 
we are bound, in common courtesy, to believe that they are leniently 
treated, moderately worked, well fed, clothed and lodged; because 
many honourable men , the masters of these slaves, have affirmed the fact. 

That it is so great an evil to irritate and provoke the colonists, that 
we must not call the crimes they commit by their appropriate names, but 
speak of them as the unfortunate accidents of their unfortunate situation. 

That on the same principle, we must be content to indulge them for 
a few years longer, until they can be weaned from former habits, with 
the privilege of lacerating the flesh of men and women, and of urging 
them to their uncompensated labour like cattle by the lash. 
^ That though the colonial legislatures have hitherto framed their laws 
in such a manner as to deprive the Slave of all effective legal protection ; 
and though they protest against giving him any civil rights as utter 
ruin to themselves ; they are still to have the abused trust of legislating 
for him confided to their hands. 

That though it is admitted that slavery is a bad and vicious system, 
debasing the slave and corrupting the master, and though it cannot be 
affirmed that those who are born of slaves are incapable of being reared 
for the duties and rights of freemen, yet the government and parliament 
of Great Britain are bound to retain, in all the acknowledged vices of 
slavery, the successive generations of the negro race, until it shall have 
been ascertained that the value of an acre of land in Demerara may not 
suffer some depreciation from educatmgthem as freemen. 

That for Black men, especially if they live on the edge of forests, and on 
a fertile soil, slavery is a condition of life infinitely preferable to freedom. 

That though sugar planting, as conducted in our colonies, has been 
proved to be the most deathful of all the branches of slave culture, those, 
nevertheless, are guilty of cruelty and injustice, who refuse to buy the 
sugar thus raised at the price of blood, or who protest against paying 
largely in bounties and protecting duties to enable the planters to con- 
tinue thus to raise it. 

That though this deathful occupation has been over and over again 
admitted by the planters to be unprofitable, nay ruinous, still we are 
bound, in deference to their wishes, to apply large sums to its support. 

That though our manufacturers are sl;arving for want of a market for 
their productions, and though India opens an indefinite field for the con- 
sumption of those* productions, we must dam up this easy channel of re- 
lief, lest we should be deprived of the pleasure of paying the West India 
Planters a compensation, in bounties and protecting duties, for the destruc- 
tion of Negro life, caused by sugar planting and sugar manufacturing. 
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That though it cannot be denbd, that the free Bkcks aod peof^e of 
Colour, of Jamaica^ Grenadat Trinidad, &c. (themselves emancipated 
Slaves, or the descendants of such,) have been growing in weateh, inteU 
ligence, and respectability, notwithstanding a variety of heavy restric- 
ttoni and oppressions under which their industry labcmrs, it stiU reToaias 
a problem to be solved, whether, as a trcpical sun is hot, dud. tropical 
soils productive, emancipated SJaves will ever think of bettering thehr 
condition, or whether, on the contrary, they will not merge again into 
an inert and savage state* 

That although, according to West Indian statements, the Negro 
Slaves, who are all, of course, well fed and clothed by their nmsters, 
and therefore stand in need of nothii^, do, nevertheless, while they 
continue in slavery (such are the blessed fruits of that state), employ 
their small pittance of time so industriously and to such advantage, 
tiiat many of them abound in wealth and luxuries; yet, the same Negroes, 
if manumitted (such is the baneful efi^t of freedom) would likewise make 
no efibrt whatever to better their condition, but would sink into penury, 
and wretchedness, and into a greater degree of moral degradation than 
ever. 

That though it is admitted that the British nation and the ColovHSts 
have been guilty of a great crime, in subjecting the Negroes to Slavery, 
yet compensation is due, not from the criminals to each other, or to the 
victims of their crime, but is due from the Negroes to their oppressors ; 
and that in order to furnish this compensation to the criminals, the un^ 
offending victims of their crime must be retained, for ages if need be, in 
their present abject and degraded state. 

And lastly, that though some of the executive officers, entmsted 
with the administration of the Colonies, may entertain and promulgate 
such views as these, Parliament, and the electot s of Parliament, are 
bound ^till to wait, in patience and silence, the developement, in some 
fature age, of tlieir wise and pbilanthri^c plans. 

Leaving these and simitar positions of oar anthor and other Colonial 
writers to produce their efiect on the Electors ofjUreat Britain, it will be 
sufficient to say, that as the Colonisil interests have found ki him a 
zealous and certainly an able advocate, so neither will there be wanting, 
both in and out of Parliament, advocates, if not so able yet no less zea> 
lous, of the interests of the Negro race, who will be ready to expose such 
positions as these to the reprobation they merits Let justice, indeed, be 
done (and who resists it?) to the claims of the Planters upon the British 
nation ; but let it not be done at the expense of their wretched bonds- 
men. These, Mr. Dwarris, himself a West Indian, has told us, with an 
emphasis and eloquence we should in vain attempt to rival ; — these poor 
Oiitcasts from the pale of humanity, in one at least of our Colonies, 
even when " maimed, mutilated, disfigured, and dismem- 
bered;" have their ** wounds," as ** the only tongue to relate 
THEIR wrongs." — But they will find, in free and happy England, if no 
where else, some who will put a tongue into those wounds, which will 
make all the cold-blooded sophisms and unstatesman-like and unchris- 
tian paradoxes that have now been exposed, to shrink into their due 
dimensions of littleness and imbeciliiv. 



Digitized by 



Google 



171 

THE QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

The hostility of this work to the Anti-Slavery cause is w6ll known* 
An artiele which appeared m the 65th Number, has been briefly noticed 
in the Society's Third Report. The 66th Number, which has recently 
been published, contains a less able but a more virulent article of the 
same description. It would be impossible in the brief space which is 
le^ to notice a tythe of the misrepresentations, gratuitous assumptions, 
and false reasonings with which it abounds. We must content our- 
selves with noticing a few of its false facts, and fot that purpose we shall 
transcribe entire a passage which occupies a little more than a page of 
Uie Article, and add in the margin a few brief obserrations upon it. Our 
readers will judge how far such a work merits encouragement. 

" There is, indeed, one circumstance external to the real merits of the 
case, which we can easily believe to have some influence — and that, to 
whatever it may amount, most unpropitious — on the minds of our colo- 
Bists. We allude to the manner in which their characters are suflered 
to be assail^, too often without even an attempt at any answer, in the 
House of Commons.* It is from that House that they consider the 
Regulations in question as emanating ; can it possibly dispose them the 
more willingly to accept of such suggestions, to read in the newspapers 
that such a lawyer and such a gentleman as Mr. Denman permitted 
himself, and was permitted by others, to speak in St. Stephen s chapel, 
of wie of the consf^racies detected in Jamaica, in 1823-4, as, having 
been * got up* — a mere trick in short, a cunning, politic, bloody little jest 
of a knot of Jamaica magistrates ? Is it wonderful that the minds of 
these men, and the minds of those who know them, should boil with 
scorn and indignation when the account reaches the colony ? — a con- 
spiracy got up ! and by whom ? — not merely by the magistrates who 
tried the case, for the evidence in the case was submitted to the Gover- 
nor of Jamaica, and the sentence executed under his warrant — and it is 
from the character of the evidence itself that Mr. Denman pronounces 
the consptraey to which it refers to have been a trick cib ovo.^ And what 

* It was the eendmt^ not the character of the Jamaica magistracy which was 
asflailod in the Hoase of Commons on this occasion. And was it by Mr. Denman 
and the Abolitionists alone that it was so assailed f The Attorney General said, 
'* No man conld reprobate more strongly than he did the whole system of the ad- 
ministration of jastice in our colonies.^' — " The system deserved reprobation in 
the hifi^hest degree."— The Solicitor General *' agreed fnlly with his Hon. Friends 
opposite, as to the hated and accursed nature of the system of slavery, and he 
went along with them in desiring the Abolition of it and its evils/' Mr. Can- 
ning said, that *< in all these proceedings, it was to be lamented, that Negro life 
was put to hazard, and Negro blood shed by a system totally different from that 
which was applied to W&te men." He spoke also of '* these disgusting tri- 
bunals," and of the *^ moral atrocities" of the system. Was there any thing in 
Mr. Denman's speech which could be more offensive to West India feeling than 
such expressions as these ? 

t The Reviewer seems determined to blow the coal of hostility between the 
Coloniffts and the Abolitionists. He has certainly given an unfair and exagge- 
rated representation of Mr. Denman's speech. The gravamen of that speech, 
however, in the estimate of the Reviewer, is the clear and decided opinion which 
it expressed that the conspiracies of Jamaica were ** got up." And what is there 
so very offensive in this opinion f Does not the Reviewer himself in the very same 
number of his work speak without reserve of "^ the cruel and infamous persecu- 
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was the purpose that all these worshipful magistrates and theHr noble ac- 
complice had in view ? — Why, according to Mr. Denman, it is their in- 
terest that the people of England should believe there are conspiracies in 
Jamaica ! For such purposes, the Gentlemen of Jamaica and the Duke 
of Manchester commit judicial murders ! But was there ever such a 
shadow of pretence for this enormous cruelty ? This conspiracy was 
only one out of three that took place in the same island within the same, 
twelve months : the evidence in regard to the other two insurrections^ 
Mr. Denman does not dare to attack — and that in regard to the Hanover 
business, he expressly admits to be conclusive and unanswerable. Were 
two conspiracies in the year so very scanty an allowance ? Were these 

* white devils* of Jamaica determined to sup so very full with horrors ? * 

" In the ' Picture of Negro Slavery/ &c.a pamphlet lately published 
under the authority of the African Institution,! cUl the three t conspi- 
racies — that of which Mr, Denman admits the proof to be complete and 
satisfactory ,§ as well as the others — are boldly pronounced to have been> 

* got up.' II It is also added, that in none of these conspiracies the pri- 

tion, commonly called the Popish Plot, when a vertigo seemed suddenly to pos- 
sess the heads of the people of England, rendering them incapable of distingaish- 
ing truth from falsehood, justice from oppression, or common sense from the. 
grossest absurdity. The Earl of Shaftesbury, the foster father of that most wicked 
delusion," &c. (p. 286.) Hard words these, Mr Reviewe|^. And why should Mr. 
Denman be blamed for supposing that, even in the immaculate island of Jamaica, 
some men as base as Shaftesbury might have found in Corberand, &c. instm- 
ments ^s base as Titus Oates, to work on the fears of the good people of that 
colony, until their heads also were possessed with a vertigo, rendering them in- 
capable of distinguishing truth from falsehood, justice from oppression, or com- 
mon sense from the grossest absurdity ? Men deluded by the knavery of others 
may be weak, but they are not necessarily accomplices : and therefore, it would 
be as unreasonable in the whole body of Jamaica Colonists to feel themselves 
assailed in their character by the allegation that their plots were got up, as it 
would be in the body of the English nation in Charles the Second's time, to resent 
the statement that Titus Oates's plot was got up. The Reviewer, therefore, in 
his comments on Mr. Denman'a speech, and the Anti-Slavery pamphlet, is act- 
ing the part of a mere firebrand. 

* This statement from beginning to end is a misrepresentation of the facts. 
There were four alleged conspiracies in Jamaica, not three. Mr. Denman 
denied that any of them was entitled to be so denominated, not even the dis- 
turbance in Hanover. There, he admitted, that outrages had been committed 
which justly merited punishment, but he maintained that these outrages were 
not the result of any preconcerted scheme to which the name of plot or conspi- 
racy could be given, but were produced by the irritation of the moment, and by 
sudden and unforeseen provocation. He distinctly stated his opinion, that there 
was as little ground for the alleged conspiracies of St. James's and St. George's 
as for that of St. Mary's. 

t This pamphlet did not proceed from, nor was it sanctioned by the African 
Institution. 

^ There were four, not three. 

^ Mr. Denman made no such admission. 

II The Jamaic^i conspiracies are represented to have been got up as the 
Reviewer represents the Popish Plot to have been got up. The cases are remark- 
ably similar. But, it is not true, that the pamphlet in question does not distin- 
guish between tl^e Hanover trials, and the otheis. It expressly states, (p. 60.) 
'< We must do the gentlemen of Hanover the justice to say, that it is the only 
affair which wears the semblance of a conspiracy. There we have at least souije 
overt acts of violence—something which, to a certain extent, might justify alarm. 
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soners were allowed the benefit of counsel :* a statement in direct ap'^ 
position to the truth, as may be seen by any one who refers to the parlia- 
mentary papers, of which this pamphlet professes to be an abstract, 
and in which the names of Mr. Burke and Mr. James, counsel for the 
prisoners, occur passim.f In one of the cases, it is true, no counsel is 
• named as having been present on the part of the accused : but the reason 
was, that the accnsed were all the slaves of one gentleman, who had 
formerly practised at the bar, and who appeared at the trial, without 
gown or wig to be sure, to do all that any barrister could have done for his 
dependents.^ 

** Mr. Denman quoted from the record of his' got up* conspiracy, a 
letter, in which it was said that, * only one of the wretches confessed the 
crime before execution.' Mr. Denman sees in this sentence only the 
word wretches, and expresses his indignation at the magistrate and mur- 
derer who could use such a word upon such an occasion. But, after ail, 
why did any one negro, and above all, why did this one negro confess ?{ 
— ^Was Obeah Jack, too — the ringleader — the only one of the set that 
could not possibly hope for pardon at any period of the investigation — 
was he, too, with the rope about his neck, a member of the dark-souled 
junta that got up the conspiracy for the purpose of persuading the people 
of England that parliamentary discussions have an unpleasant effect in 
the colonies ? 

" It may be as well to remark, that the authors of the African Institu- 
tion's pamphlet, entitled *' England enslaved by her own Slave Colonies,'* 
suppress entirely the fact of this Obeah Jack's confession.!! This con- 
duct is much bolder than Mr. Denman's.'* 

Quarterly Review, No. LXVI. p. 516. 

and panishiiietit too.'' In all the cases, there was at least this presumptive risk 
of their having been got up, that the principal witnesses knew beforehand that 
reward awaited the discovery of a plot, and the conviction of plotters. 

* This is another false assertion on the part of the Reviewer. The pamphlet, 
"which he pretends to quote, confines the remark respecting the absence of coun- 
sel to two cases, namely, St. Mary's (p. 41. Note), and Hanover (p. 63.) ; and 
the last passage expressly states, that ** in this instance also the slaves appear to 
have had no legal advocate, or even solicitor ;*' meaning, in this instance, as well 
as in that of St. Mary's. 

t These names do not occur passim. They occur only in one of the trials. 

t " In one of the cases."— In which ? In that of St. Mary's, or of Hanover, 
^here alone the pamphlet says there was no counsel ? It cannot be St. Mary's 
to which the Reviewer alludes, because the proprietor of seven of the St. Mary's 
convicts, Mr. Sterling, did not reside in Jamaica, but in Great Britain, and the 
proprietor of the eighth was no ][>arrister. It cannot be Hanover, because Mr. 
Malcolm, the proprietor of almost all the convicts in that parish, was himself the 
prosecutor, and a witness for the crown. 

§ Mr. Denman expressed his disbelief, that any one of the St. Mary's convicts 
had confessed his guilt. If he did, why were not the particulars of his confes- 
sion produced ? It is not denied that a respite was offered to any one, or two, or 
three of the convicts who would make ft-disclosure of the plot. If this ^ vnretch" 
really confessed, how happene-^ it that he was executed with the others, and that 
the promised mercy was not extended to him ? 

n This pamphlet is no pamphlet of the African Institution, any more than thai 
before referred to. The name of Mr. Stephen is attached to it. It does not sup- 
press the fact of Obeah Jack's confession, because it has not approached the 
subject at all. We suppose, that the Reviewer really meant to attack^ not Mr. 
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VISCOUNT DUDLEY AND WARD, 

This Nobleman has of late taken so canspicuous a part as ao adro*. 
cate of Colonial interests^ and has laboured with so ixMicb i^ to die* 
credit the efforts of the Anti-Slavery Society^ that it becoooes 9. matter 
of some moment to ascertain the degree in which he has acquired » 
title to guide the public opinion on this point. Without doubt he pos*. 
sesses many claims to respect, distinct from his high rank. He has 
steered an honourable ana independent course in political Me. He has. 
sedulously cultivated talents of no mean order. He has disdnguished 
hiniself by his acquisitions in the science of political economy. And he; 
has ever been forward to promote the general diffusion of knowledge. 

But the circumstance above all others which produced a favourabia' 
impression of his Lordship's character upon our minds was a speech 
which he delivered in the House of Commons on the 6th March, 1807»^ 
The question was the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 

His Lordship, then Mr. Ward, observed, that "The questions ,whicb 
arise upon this bill respect the inhumanity and impolicy of the slave- 
trade. On the former, so strong a case has been made out that it is 
almost unnecessary to add anything ; and with regard to the latter, eVen 
if I were convinced that the argument of humanity was groundless, yet 
I should think myself bound to put a period to it on the score of p<4icy, 
as I would in cases of robbery, piracy, and other crimes."* 

'^ The two principal arguments urged in opposition to this measure 
are the depopulation of the Colonies and the diminution of culture*'' 
After expressing his belief that neither of these effects would follow, he 
added, " It is a fact which needs no evidence to support it^ that the 

Stfltpheii's pse^let of " England eii^;aved by her own Slave Colonfes," but the' 
same pamphlet whieh he has already so Uberallj misrepresented, " A picture of 
Negro Slavery," &c. Now, if the facts stated by Obeah Jack, had been given \^ 
evidence on tibe trials either of the St. Mary's or the St. George's conspirators, 
they might, so far as they go, have added some slight presumption to the mani- 
feitiy worthless evidence on which these men were condemned. But Obeah 
Jack'* confession was no evidence. It was not made until the men were already 
hanged whom alone it conld affect, if we except indeed Corfoerand, against 
whom, and in a spirit of revenge to Whom, it ajipears to have been framed. To 
wltfUeveff weiglrt it may be entitled, i( cannot weigh one feather in vindicatiou 
of previous convictions and execatioins. But, in our opinion, under all the 
donbts which naturally attach to its correctness, as to that of another Jack of 
still more fomoos memory, Jack Gladstone, of Demerara, it does not merit the 
very slightest mention as affording any corroborative evidence of an armed con- 
spiisu^ Where are the arms? Corberand is still alive. Is he not accessible to 
a sufficiently high reward, now that his life is safe, to induce him to point out the 
l^aee of * their concealment? Obeah Jack says, tiiat Corberand alone can tell 
where they lie concealed. What motive can he now have for refusing to make 
the discovery? 

* How aTB plain men to distin^ish between slare-trading and slave-holding, 
so that wiiile tiie one ia a felony of ^ worst order, the other is a guiltless prac- 
tice ? It would, probably, puzzle them to decide which crhne was Uie worst, tha^ 
of atealittg men, w(»nen, and children, and selling them ; or fl^at of buying these 
stolen mtvty women, and children, and dooming them and their posterity for ever 
to m crvcl and hopeless bondage, to interminable and uncompensated toil, and to 
n^ral and ia^elleeti^l degradattoOf aiid all fmr the sajke of personal advantage. 
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ikmum race is prevented by notUMg but Ul treatment from multiplying 
CM fast in the Weit Indies ca in every other country where the bounty of 
nature is not cramped by mssekievous institutions.** 

As to the diicontenl which it was alleged wan likely to be excited among 
the slaves by pasting this bill, his Lordship remarked, ^* I can never be- 
lieve that when you have began by tearing the African by fraud and vio- 
LsBce irom his native country, it needs the act of the legislature to inform 
him that it is done by the violation of all justice. Why may they not at 
length leam, that their lives and labours have become more important in 
the eye of the Imperial Legislature; and that more regard will be paid' 
henceforward to their health and comfort ? If the predicted mischiefs were 
in reality to be dreaded, I fear that they would already have been felt 
by ikut phmters, for the injustice of the servitude in which the negroes 
have been held, might not only have been lemmt by the perusal of the 
€lebaies on the subject in this House^ but it might have been known by 
the inspecHon of the English Statute Book, where slavery is regarded 
with the utmost abhorrence,*' 

He thus conehided his speech, ** These, Sir, are reasons which apply 
as well to ^ total ahoUHon^ of shivery as to the termination of tfds 
trade. And if I did not believe that this measure would ultimately tend 
to the emancipation of the negroes, I should be inclined to oppose it as 
cm improper compromise between the British parliament and the West 
India planters. 

After such a speech as this, hts Lordship, if he has since changed his 
opini<»is^ might have at least exercised some forbearance towards those 
who have retained them, and spared a little of the vituperation which 
is tssutog, in the shape of a pamphlet bearing his Lordship's name, 
from the great Colonial Mart in Albemarle-slreet. Is it less true now 
than it was then, that ** the humao race i9 prevented by nothing but ill 
treatment from multiplying as fast in the West Indies as m every other 
country where the bounty of nature is not cramped by mischievous in- 
stitutions ?*' And why should his Lordship charge those with intem- 
perance and exaggeration, who^ reasomng on his own principles, affirm, 
that ^ coQtintted decrease of the slaves in Jamaica most find its cause' 
la the same unfailing source of depopulation to wliich bis Lordship has 
sojustiy referred it? If his Lordship was of opinion in 1807 that it 
was time the negroes should leam that the Imperiat Legislature ums 
interested in their well-being, surely a delay of twenty years, during 
which nothing effectual has been done to improve their condition, does 
not make the obligation less urgent. Or is the refusal to take the ne- 
cessary steps for the emancipation of the negroes less a compromise of 
principle now than in 1807 ? 

At the time the above speech was made, his Lordship had, we admit, 
the prospect of inheriting a considerable West India property, of which 
he has smce become the possessor. His father was the proprietor of 
('States in Jamaica, the population of which regularly increased. 

It does not appear, however, that the slaves of Lord Dudley and 

* See substance of the debates on tbe Bill for abolithiag the Slave Trade 
printed for Phillips and Hatchard, 1808, p. 165. 
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Ward are now any longer distinguished by that rapidity of increase 
vghich is bis own criterion of good treatment. On the contrary their 
numbers have of late been stationary, or rather diminishing. In March^ 
1820, the population of his estates amounted to 640. In March, 1823, it 
amounted only to 636. We leave this fact for his Lordship to explain 
without any further comment of ours, or without venturing even to sur* 
nfiise how far his late speculations in sugar planting, and their tesults, 
(we allude to his new sugar estate of New Yarmouth, in Vere,) may hay© 
operated in checking the increase of his slaves, or may have affected his 
opinions on West India subjects. 

We have given tlie predecessor of his Lordship credit for the physical 
comfort which his slaves enjoyed. We will assume that under his 
Lordship's dominion, as far as the directions of non-resident proprietors 
can avail, their physical comfort has continued to be anxiously studied. 
But the notice with which his Lordship has honoured the Anti-Slavery 
Society justifies us in putting a few questions to him relative to the con- 
dition of his slaves in other respects. We beg to ask therefore, 

1. Has a single step been taken to give religious instruction to his 
slaves? A year ago, we learn from good authority, none had yet been 
taken. 

2. Eager as his Lordship has shewn himself for the diffusion of ge- 
nera/ knowledge, has any, even the lowest form of education, been 
afforded to the 400 or 500 children, who, since his Lordship's speech in 
1807, may have been born on his estates ? 

3. Has Sunday been a day of repose and instruction to his slaves ? 

4. Have his slaves, women as well as men, ceased to work under the 
lash and without wages from morning to night, and during crop-time 
for half the night ? 

5. Is not the whip still the instrument of punishment for men and for 
women ? If not, when did it cease to be so ? 

6. Has a single marriage ever been celebrated among the slaves on 
his estates ? 

We put these questions to his Lordship with the less scruple because 
we believe that on the whole the state of his slaves is more favourable 
than that of many other planters. Still we are persuaded that a full and 
candid reply to them would prove all we contend for as to their low aUd 
degraded condition. 



This, and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their ojfice 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly ^ and ArcWs, ComhUl, 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti- 
Slavery Society throughout the kingd4>m. 
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No. 12. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 
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The <^ Anti-Slav«ry Monthly Reporter" will be ready for delivery on the 
first day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti> 
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred. All persons vdshing 
to receive a regular supply are requested to make application to the Secretary, 
at the Society's office, No. IS, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by 
which they may be most conveniently sent. 



Os the 17th of April, Lord Soffielix brought forward the subject 
of Colonial Slavery in the House of Peers. He spoke to the following 
effect. His Lordship said that since he had first declared his hope that 
the motion which he was about to submit would meet with their Lord- 
ships' unanimous approbation, nothing had occurred to diminish his 
confidence. It was a proposition unconnected with any matter upon 
which difference of opinion was known to prevail. Emancipation itself 
would neither be protracted nor accelerated by the result of his motion, 
and although a difference of opinion might exist upon the fittest time 
for carrying /Aa^ measure into effect, he was happy to say he believed 
no man in the country, certainly no one in that House — no, not even 
the Noble Lord who was the most able and ready advocate of Slavery, 
or rather the most ready and able apologist of the West India system, 
(Lord Dudley) was prepared to deny that Slavery ought to cease through- 
out the British dominions. Here Lord Suffiefd took occasion to repel 
the accusation against the abolitionists of a desire for precipitancy. He 
was personally acquainted with many of those best known to the public 
as Mvocatcs for emancipation ; he had attended many of their private 
conferences, and it was remarkable that he had in no one instance 
heard a wish expressed for sudden or convulsive emancipation, nor had 
he heard one scheme devised for its attainment, by any means that 
were not cautious and gradual. Next, as he had complained of one 
accusation, and as very recent allusion had been made to the matter of 
compensation to the Colonies in the event of emancipation, he could 
not forbear expressing his own sentiments on that subject The Abo- 
litionists bad been accused of disinclination to compensate slave-owners 
for their losses ; he denied that charge, on his own behalf and on the 
behalf of the country, if a clear case of damnification could be made 
out. But the call for compensation seemed to him to come from the 
wrong quarter; the mother country had, it was calculated during a 
period of thirty years, added 150 millions to her debt in support of the 
Colonies ; 50,000 British subjects had, during the same space of time, 
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bBco laorttced to the climate, and two or three millions of money were 
now annually paid to continue the system of Slavery ! Surely the mo- 
ther country should be indemnified for this vast exhaustion of blood 
and treasure ; but it appears in the mean time that the Colonists have 
become impoverirfied and not eiwrichiid — tbey have fouad it unprofitable ; 
they do find it so, and ever will find it unprofitable, as it seems by the 
ordination of Provklence. Then he was quite sure that the people of 
England would rather pay six millions annaally for ^e discontinuance, 
than three millions for the continuance of Slavery. Thus compensation, 
however unreasonable in principle, would readily be granted. One 
point more on the general subject, and he would proceed with his mo- 
tion. Some indignation in that House had been exhibited at the asser- 
tion that Slavery was incompatible with Christianity, and this asser- 
tion was fathered on the abditionists ; now, although oonscieati- 
Q«sly ihmking as be did that the principles of the Chrisiian religion 
were adverse to Slavery, the assertion alluded to he believed might be 
traced to a different source from that contemplated perhaps by the 
Noble Earl opposite, viz. to the West Indies themselves, not to the abo- 
litionists. In 1808, the Royal Gazette of Demerara {wromulgated this 
doctrine :— '' He that chooses to make slaves Christians, let him give 
them their liberty. What will be the consequence vhen to that <;la*s 
of men is given tlie title of beloved brethren, which actually is done. — 
Assembling negroes in places of worship gives a momentary leeling gS 
independence both of thinking and acting, and by frequent meetings of 
this kind a spirit of remark is generated ; neither of which are sensa- 
tions at all proper to be excited in the minds of slaves." ^%9Jsi^ in 
1823, says the same paper, *' To address a promiscuous audience of 
Blade or Colonial people, bond and free, by the endearing appellation 
of my brethren and sisters, is what can no where be heard except 4q 
Providence chapel," Such are the sentiments of the Colonists as given 
in their own newspapers, if correctly quoted in the House of Comnu>ns 
in the course of a debate on the trial and condemnation of the Mis- 
sionary Smith. Lord S. now came to the subject of his motion : — He 
did not strive on the present occasion to convey to the slaves civil 

. rights ; his ob^t was to prevent criminal wrongs, in the words of Mn 
Dwarris» (wlio expressed the same ideas so exactly, he should beg to 
read an extract to the House from his report now upon the table). — 
" Lastly," says Mr. Dwarris, " to all arguments drawn from the evils 
of the system and strangely applied in favour of its continuance, because 
Slavery is a great or a nece&soflryy'M ought not therefore to be an uivmiti" 
gated evil; it ought, as it appears to me, to be softened, precisely be- 
cause it is contended it cannot with safety and justice be destroyed*'^ 
The attempt entirely to secure persons in a state of Slavery from cri- 
minal wrongs, would perhaps be impracticable ; but it will be soraetliing 
if we oppose some check to that mockery of justice — that pretence for 
legal oppression and violence, of which this fallen race havfe at present 
to complain. 

Ail who have ever written or spoken in public on tho subject of Sla- 
very, all who have directed their thoughts to it, he believed agreed in 
the opinion that the evils of the system were by no means confined to 
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the HidiTidtrals who were slaves — thoee degraded and vnfovtiMMte 
beings only shared the bad effeets of Slavery wttii their masters^ and 
with all who were in any degree eotmeGted with the iystcoa. Its bane* 
ful influence extended itself over all classes of society within its spheve^ 
and he was confident that he coald shew, from papers on the tabtsi that 
no persons resident in the Slave Colotiies, and connected with the ad^ 
ministration of the laws, were exempt from the contagion. He woM 
begin with the Colonial Legislatures, and their blind and ill-advised 
resistance to the wishes and recommendatioos of his Majesty's ministera; 
2dly, he would prove the apathy of the Colonists, relative to reooitied 
cases (rf cruelty ; — 3dty, he would shew gomeithing very like misHnepresen- 
tatioft, at all events gross inconsistency, on the pari of a commissioDer 
appointed to inquire into and report upon the civil and criminal juris* 
diction of the We»t Indies; the more unintentional the mbrepresentattoo 
tbe better for hts argument. Now if he could shew finpolitic oonducl; 
on the part of the Legislatures — apathy, injustice and partialicy on tbe 
part of those who had to admmister the laws, and unintentional misre*- 
presentation on the part of the commissioners, all these persons heias 
men of undisputed integrity and honour, his cafee was maae out beyoni 
a question. — What better proof could be afforded that persons bemg 
owners of slaves are not fit for the high offices which they hold ? But 
if still a doubt eoukl exist, he would lastly quote the optnioo of some 
ef the Colonists themselves, high in authority, who had favoured ua 
with their sentiments cm the subject, in direct concurrence with the ob» 
jeet which was to be accomplished by the motion he had that day to 
offer to their Lordships. The first reference he would make to the 
papers m their Lordships' hands, was relative to the blind resistance 
made by the Colonial Legislatures to the recommendations of His Ma- 
jesty's Government, who desired tbe improvement in the condition of the 
slaves to be the work of the Colonists tnemselves, and wished theslavea 
to feel indebted to their masters for any benefits they might recerve. — 
Now let us see what has been the etmsequence of these reeommendi^ 
tions. He would read an extract from a dispatch, signed by the Noble 
£ai4 opposite (Lord Bathurst) respecting Jamaica. He selected the 
observations on Jamaica especially — 1st, because it appeared on the 
face of the correspondence printed and on the table — ^2dly, because 
Jamaica was oar principal Cokmy — and lastly, because Jamaica had 
ready and able defenders in that House upon aU occasions w^en it was, 
and often when it was not attacked. 

Lord Bathnrst says, ** Jamaica has always been considered as the 
Colony which was most likely to take the lead in every measure which 
was calculated to improve the state of society in the West India Colo- 
nies, and it is a great mortification to those who looked with confidence 
to the support of that legislature, that there is not any one West Indiar 
Colony that has not done more than Jamaica, or has no« made the ex- 
ample of Jamaica their apology for doing so little/' — ^And now, said 
Lord S. let us see what the Duke of Manchester thinks of the house of 
aBsembly — resident as he has been for some time in the island, and com- 
petent therefore, it is to be presumed, to form a pretty correct notion of 
the sentimeHts of ks inhabitants. '* I am afraid,"' says the Duke of 
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Manchester in one of his dispatches, ** I am afraid after so many 
repeated trials^ that there is no hope of persuading the present house of 
assembly to do any thing e£Pectuai for the relief of the slaves. — I have 
exhausted all the means in my power to lead them to a proper way of 
thinking." Can any thing more clearly shew the prejudice which pre- 
vails against all improvement ? But we will now proceed to examine a 
summary which I^ord S. said he had made with great care, of all that 
each of the Colonies had done in compliance with the wishes of our 
Government at home. It appears that Sunday markets are prohibited 
by only One of the West India legislatures — viz. Tobago. 

That evidence of slaves is admitted in Grenada, Tobago, St. Vin- 
cent's, and Dominica, but under such qualifications and restrictions as 
to render it almost valueless. That the legalization of marriojges has 
taken place in only one — ^the Bahamas, and has been permitted in Gre- 
nada and St. Vincent's. That a very limited right of slaves to property 
is enacted in four only — Grenada, Tobago, St. Vincent's, and Dommica* 
That the power to purchase manumission is enacted no where. And 
the non-separation of families in two only — the Bahamas and Grenada. 
That the aboUtion of the driving whip — is not professed to be enacted, 
except in two Colonies ; and that of flogoino females — no where. 

Having now afforded their Lordships a fair specimen of the disposi- 
tion of the Colonies to comply with the recommendations of this Govern- 
ment, he would proceed to examine the report of the fiscal of Demeranu 
The record of complaints includes only the short period of three months* 
It appears that cognizance was taken of 25 complaints in that time — 17 
of slaves against their masters, six of masters against their slaves, two 
of slaves against each other. Of the 17 slaves complaining against their 
masters, 12 were punished for complaining , two were restored to their 
masters, liable of course to similar punishment, and sure to receive it 
for the same reason — and two of the complaints were redressed, one 
by the dismissal of the manager, and one by fine, which appears not to 
have been paid — the remaining complaint seems to have been simply 
disallowed. Now it happens that of the six complaints of masters 
against slaves, not one remains unredressed — four by flogging and two 
by imprisonment. The two other complaints, making \ip iIlc number 
25, are of Slaves against each other. 

Having no account of the nature of some of the charges, or the 
grounds upon which the decisions have taken place, little more can be 
gathered from this document, than an inference from the contrast be- 
tween the redress afforded to slaves complaining against their masters, 
and the redress afforded to masters of complaints against their slaves ; 
but surely the partiality of the fiscal was at least made sufficiently 
apparent. Lord S. then proceeded to the shocking record from the 
fiscal of Berbice, which he prefaced by observing, that whoever desired 
to be made acquainted with the condition of slaves in the West Indies, 
would do well to examine this record with care. Here may be seen a 
picture of Slavery, though not perhaps in its worst form, because it is 
notorious that where slaves are worst treated, in the greater ratio does 
population diminish, whereas in this Colony no such diminution takes 
place^ Th^n a^fain it is to be remembered, that the record regards only 
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33,000 persons out of a West Indian slave population of 800,000, and 
that it relates only to the short period of about four years. The first 
case his Lordship would cite, would be found in page 39 of the Berbice 
report. Four women complain that they are not allowed time to suckle 
their children. Two of them, were flogged for the enormous crime of 
suckling their offspring, and their statement was corroborated by the fact 
recorded by the fiscal, that their coats were stained with blood. 

The second case, page 39, u that of a woman who was flogged be- 
cause she was unsaleable ; she was sent out by her master to find a 
purchaser, and because a customer could not be found, on her return 
home she was flogged. 

The third and fourth cases, pages 56 and 57, are of women reported 
to have been flogged, and to have miscarried in consequence, bemg 
pregnant at the time of the flogging. One of these cases especially 
having been already noticed in public, and remarked upon as being at- 
tended with peculiar circumstances of atrocity, has excited a strong 
sensation in the West Indies, and has been adverted to and combatted, so 
far as it could be, by those who had the means of ascertaining the fact^. 
It therefore deserved their Lordships' particular attention. It is proved 
in all its ferocity of perpetration by seven witnesses, the only part of 
the statement made on behalf of the unhappy female disputed is, a part 
of tlie consequences ensuing from the punishment — not the miscarriage, 
that remains uncontradicted, but the effect of the flogging upon the un- 
born childy and this is disputed on medical authority. What then 
remains an imdeniable fact is, ** that a woman, big with child, was 
ordered to do work that she was unable to execute — the driver was 
ordered to flog her for laziness — he aman pretty much habituated, it may 
be supposed, to severity — even he remonstrated, saying, she is rather 
big widi child — the word rather was omitted, my Lords, in a former 
representation of this case, and the omission was made the ground of 
solemn complaint. He (Lord S.) trusted therefore it would now be 
remembered that the driver said the woman was rather big with 
child. What was the reply? — Flog her till the blood flies out! ! ! She 
was ordered the next day to work ; she complained of being ill, and the 
day following she miscarried ! Now then how stands the case ? Ad- 
mitting the consequences so far as regarded the unborn child to be mis- 
represented, and admitting the very important qualification as to the 
DEGREE of PREOHAKCY, the case, my Lords, shrinks into a mere act 
of ferocious brutal outrage dXk^ infanticide! The 5th case, page 
86, is of another woman who miscarried in consequence of ill usage, 
and she complains also of the harsh treatment of one of her children, 
who exhibits marks of flogging. The 6th case, page 63, is that of 
Brutus, who is flogged because he would not consent to the violation of 
his daughter ! A violation however is committed, and proved against 
the manager by a host of witnesses, who declare that they were posted 
as watchmen at the door while the crime was perpetrated; and would 
your Lordships believe it — the omission of this proof, the horrible fact 
that persons were posted as watchmen, is impudently charged upon those 
who made allusion to this case also on a former occasion in public, as a 
culpable suppression of evidence which would have overturned the case I 
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Upon this^, and upon all the cases hkberto cited, no deeiMon of tbe fiscal 
is recoFded. But as an introduction to a few of ihode ca«es upon which 
there has been a decision, his Lordship said he would next advert toOQ« 
connected with the last mentioned in some degree, upon which it seems 
the fiscal had expressed an opinion. It wo<uld be found in page 1 37^ 
It was the case or a negro, Michael, who had been punished on suspi- 
cion of a robbery — goods very similar to those stola^ were afterwards 
found on the person of another individual ; Michael protests his irnio- 
cenoe, and complains to the manager of his nigust flogging — Ihe 
manager tells him to hold hi& tongue, or he shall be put in the stocks; 
he then complains to the master, and be it observed (this is the 
same master who owned Bmtus^ the same plantation, and for aught we 
know to the contrary, the same profligate manager), tlie master, Mr. 
Kenny, says the unjust flogging was not his fault^ — it was the manager's t 
he finally complains to the fiscal for redress, and here of course obtains 
it. But what is the redress ? The manager is reprimanded for punishi-* 
ing a slave on such slight suspicion, and Michael gets no redress because 
bis innocence is not proved. In England, happily, it is necessary to 
prove guilt — innocence is presumed ; but in the West Indies the rules of 
justice seem to be rerersed. It is to be lanieiited that we have no infor- 
mation relative to the decisions of the fiscal in any of the cases cited ex-« 
cept the last ; but luckily we find some other cases on which decision 
has been recorded, and from the nature of them we nftay form some 
conjecture of the weight of punishment inflicted upon the monsters 
whose crimes have been represented in the papers before us. First, 
there is a case, (page 124,) a complainft of fifteen slaves against their 
master, who had treated them with the greatest cruelty — forced them to- 
work on Sundays, and robbed them of their ducks, fowls, ^se, all this 
was proved before the fiscal — and what was his decision ? awful instance 
of retributive justice ! The master is absolutely required to make restl-' 
tution of the stolen properly or its value, and as a terrific example to al^ 
other masters of slaves, he is threatened that vpon a repetition of Ae9 
offence he shall be criminally prosecuted. The second decided case ! 
will quote is in page 92. Mark, a negro, is proved to hav»e been Ule-^ 
golly flogged. What is the consequence? the manager is reproved ht 
three successive floggings I The third case decided upon is in page 131. 
Felix complains of the debauched conduct of the manager generally, a»d 
especially with respect to his own wife. The case is inquired into by 
the fiscal, and it appeared that FeMx had not comple^d nis task whei^ 
he came to complain. The case is proved against the manager, who the 
fiscal remarks had evidently taken improper liberties with the women on- 
the estate — and what is the consequence? Their Lordships conki not 
believe it if it were not on record in this ofiicicd docimient. Felix, no# 
the adulterous manager, but FeHxy the complainant, is ordered to be 
floggedy and the manager is reprimanded / — ^The fourth case was owe m 
page 100. Lambert, a sick negro, con>plains he could obtain no med«-- 
cine, and was forced to work night and day ; nothing afmears in con^ 
tradiction of his testimony, and he is flogged — ^why we do not know, 
but here is the decision. Again, page 93,5th case. Michael, an 
old man, complains of overwork, and it is decided that he «shaH receive* 
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seventy ^ve Ictshes* Sixth aod iastFy, page 137, Ness U ordered to 
work on Sundays ; he does not irresfstlbly refuse, but complains to the 
constituted authority. He is, for so doings, punished by the fiscal, not 
because his tale is untrue^ for it apf^ears that although Ness is flogged, 
the manager is warned by the fiscal of the illegality of working 
slaves on a Sunday. From these six decided cases we may draw some- 
thing like a reasonable inference of the mode in which those other cases 
were decided, of which we have no information as to the result. In 
England, when men of education and of superior rank in life are proved 
to have violated the law, they usually hear from the jodge who tries 
them, that they deserve, from having superior knowledge of their duty, 
the more signal punishment — and it is notorious that they generally re- 
ceive it; but in the West Indies, as it has been before observed, the rules 
of justice and equity are directly reversed. His Lordship then proceeded 
to point out the inconsistencies, amounting, as he thought, to misrepre- 
sentalimi on the part of Mr» Dwarris, employed by bis Majesty's ministers 
to inquire into and report upon the civU and criminal jurisdiction in the 
West Indies* In pages 14 and 15, said his Lordship, the Commis- 
sioner tells us, that cruel masters were certainly heard of sometimes ; he 
believes he heard of three such instances in twelve islands ! He says, 
" the poor slave left to himself is generally contented and happy." — 
*' A little more time and a little less work form the narrow boimdary of 
his wants and wishes." — " He is in the enjoyment of domestic comfort, 
capable of acquiring comparative wealth, and wearing an air of inde^ 
j)end€$ice, quite ini^xplicable to those who have never had an oppor- 
tunity of observing how manners and opinions can control laws." He 
then speaks of the paucity of crimes and the absence of want. Now 
really* Lord & observed, I did not expect to find in page 62, of the 
same report, that '' in this island," speaking of Barbadoes, ** slaves are 
without legal protection or redress for personal injuries." Murder is a 
capital crime, but ** there is no other legislative provision to restrain the 
absolute power of the m^ter over the s&tvc, or of inflicting punishment 
upou the owners or oth£ES, in ca^e of mutilationy dismemberment, or 
cruel treatment" — Here, said Loi'd S. is a condition in which men may 
be happy and contented ! Mr. Dwarris adds, " A slave who is or 
thinks himself aggrieved, hoks in vain in this island for a prefer quarter 
in which to pr^er his complaint — He can no where be received /" The 
Commissioner surely could not mean the slaves were contented and 
happy in Barbadoes I Did he mean in Grenada ? He particularly 
speaks in page 16 of the high reputation of Grenada for the humanity of 
her laws; then in page 66 he tells us that slave evidence can not be 
received, and to prove the humanity of the Grenada law more parti- 
ctUarly, he tells us in page 95, that harbourers of felons are to suffer 
death ; in page 96, that any slaves personally insulting , or in any mea- 
sure contemptuously treating any white or freepersony shall be punished 
for every such offence at the discretion of any one justice of the peace ^ 
not to extend to life or limb. The happy condition of the slave could 
hardly have had reference to Grenada. But where is the happy and 
independent-looking slave ? is he in St. Vincent*s ? Here the Commis- 
sioner tells us in page 66, ^* that there was a very affecting case, in 



Digitized by 



Google 



184 

which the dying declaration of a black woman, a slave murdered 
under very peculiar circumstances, was, in consequence of the 
exclusion of slave evidence, rejected, and an acquittal rendered 
necessary,^ '^ A little more time and a little less work form the narrow^ 
boundary of the slave's wants and wishes,'' and " he wears an air of in" 
dependence quite inexplicable to those who have never had an op- 
portunity of observing how manners and opinion can control laws." Now 
this statement of Mr. Dwarris, if correct, would still appear a little IK- 
EXPLiCABLE, especially if he meant to refer to Barbadoes, or to Gre^' 
nada, or St» Vincent's. Did he then mean to refer us to Tobago ?- — 
Here perhaps we who do know how manners and opinions can control 
laws, shall find the case quite satisfactorily explained. In page 89, Mr. 
Dwarris gives us the evidence of the provost marshal, 1 think, who 
states, ** a manager to Wiiidward sent all the overseers, all white and 
free personSi out of the way — he then gave a negrb 150 lashes. The 
negro was brought, in a state of which he might have died" 
— (how very cautiously worded is this by the worthy provost marshal.) 
" in a state of which he might have died, to us the sitting 
magistrates. We had no means of proving U — ^and upon this, proposed 
a bill, either to admit slave evidence, or make the accused purge him- 
self on oath. The bill was not approved. — It is a very common thing,'* 
adds the justice of peace, " when they wish to be cruel, to send all Uie 
free people out of the way — I have known many such cases." 
Still, be it remembered, the commissioner of inquiry tells us, although he 
heanl this testimony, and furnishes us with it, that he only heard of 
three cases of cruelty in twelve islands. Really this is quite inexpli- 
cable. Then as to paucity of crimes, spoken of in page 16, we have 
to oppose the testimony of the senior justice of peace in Barbadoes, that 
he has had 2500 complaints before him, breaches of the peace and mis- 
demeanors, in something more than a twelvemonth ! I will, said Lord S. 
trouble your Lordships with no more pf these glaring inconsistencies. I 
am confident that Mr. Dwarris did not mean to mislead or to deceive, 
and if he did not, how much must slave-ownership have obscured 
bis faculties ! I think, my Lords, I have conclusively now made out 
the blind and ill-advised resistance of the colonial legislatures, the 
apathy and the partiality of those who administer the laws, and lastly 
the inconsistency of the commissioner of inquiry. I have now only to 
refer, for confirmation of my own opinion, to that expressed by some 
persons high in authority in the Colonies, and quoted in Mr. Dwarris's 
report. It does not distinctly appear in page 17, whether an attorney- 
general, or Mr. Dwarris himself, speaks of the Guardian Act, when he 
says *' the magistrates in the one case and the guardians in the other 
are themselves owners of estates and slaves, who would resist the intru- 
sion of a stranger upon their own grounds, and therefore will not set an 
example of interference with the property of others." Page 18. The 
fault in these cases, it appears to me, is not in the law or the lawgiver, 
still less is there any mala fides, any deliberate fraud and designed eva- 
sion. What is wanting, I conceive, is a due administration — 
which can only be by indifferent persons;; and this con- 
clusion I apprehend will be fully established, and the principles upoa 
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ivhtoh it depends deyeleped clearly, as the itport proceeds. In page 
98, his Excellency the uovemor oif Grenada observes, <' there a^e do 
persons to be found to fill the situation [of guardian] such as roust have 
been contemplated by the Act, who are, as they ought to be, inde- 
pendent. They are chiefly overseers and managers. Can they he ex- 
pected to say that the clothing or food furnished by their employers is 
insufficient, or if they do, may they not be afraid of the charge being re- 
taliated on estates under their management?" After the citation of 
these opinions, I feel, said Lord S. that it would be an unwarrantable 
waste of your Lordships' time if I were to add another argument in sup- 
port of the motion which I am about tq submit It is not in our power 
to do much for the unhappy people whose cause I advocate, but 1 trust 
I shall have your Lordships' aid in doing the litde that we can. Be- 
fore I sit down, however, I cannot forbear remarking how sensible I am 
of the consequences entailed on every one who steps forward to ame- 
liorate in any, even the smallest degree, the condition of the unfortunate 
slave. In the front rank of these consequences I foresee the sarcastic 
complaints of the Noble Lord opposite to me, (Lord Dudley)^ but by 
him I am sure nothing will be offered which it would be unbecoming in 
a gentleman to offer, or in a gentleman patiently to receivci From an- 
other quarter I am aware that the grossest abuse is to be expected — but 
my Lords, so long as I draw breath, I will do the best in my power to 
excite that public feeling through the means of which the extinction of 
Slavery is to be accomplished. I wish not to excite clamour, but reso- 
lution of purpose. To those whose efforts to suppress feeling on this 
subject are notorious, I shall make no further allusion than to say, in 
contemplating the consequences of my efiorts this day, they are the last and 
least in my consideration. I now move that an address be presented to 
His Majesty, praying that in future he will be pleased to appoint to the 
offices of governor, chief justice, attorney-general, fiscal, guardian, and 
religious mstructor, in the West Indies, only such persons as are not 
owners of, and have no reversionary or other interest in slaves. 

Earl Bathurst replied to the observations of the Noble Lord, and 
concluded by moving the order of the day* After a few words from 
Lord Ellenborouoh, Lord Dudley and Ward, and Lord 
Calthorpe, Lord Suffield withdrew, his motion. 



PUBLIC MEETING AT LlVERt>OOL. 

On Monday, the 24th of April, a numerous and respectable Meeting 
was held in the Music Hall, Liverpool, pursuant to advertisement, to 
consider the propriety of Petitioning Parliament for the Amelioration 
and final Abolition of Negro Slavery* James Cropper, Esq. the well- 
known and able advocate of the cause of Emancipation, was unani- 
mously called to the chair, and having stated the object of the Meet- 
ing, a letter from Wm. Roscoe, Esq. was read, in which that gentlen^an 
stated his hearty concurrence in the objects of the Meeting, and his re- 
gret that the state of his health was si^ch as to prevent his attending. . 

The Chairman then rose and said. 

Amongst. all the evils with which mankind are afflicted^ there is none 
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greater than to be pdaced in the situatiofi of our WeiBt IftdiaA slaves, 
^aBd> happily, there is no evil» for the removal of which the means 
appointed by an all-wise and beneficent Creator may be mote distinctly 
seen. He has made it the interest of every one to do right ^ he has 
made it the mterest of man to employ the laboar of free men rather 
than the labour of slaves, although there are circumstahces and situa- 
tions under which Slavery may still be continued with ptofit. These 
are, a fertile soil which produces great crops with litde labour, and a 
scanty population ; when, although labour may be of the most expensive 
sort, a profit may be made : but a beneficent Creator has decreed, 
that where land is cultivated by. the hand of a slave, that land shall de- 
teriorate, and become barren. I am not speaking of any triiraculous 
interposition of Divine Providence, for the operation of this principle can 
be easily seen and understood ; our own soils would become barren, if 
they were constantly cultivated with the same crop; but, happily, the 
people of England are not slaves ; they live in a manner which requires 
the introduiition of cattle, and green crops. Slaves, on the contrafy, 
are not fed on beef and mutton, nor are they clothed (except in a very 
small degree) with the produce of the cattle. Deterioration of soil is not 
peculiar to a state of Slavery; wherever man exists in a state of misery 
and oppression the same thing takes place. When the fertility of the 
soil is thus destroyed, better management and greater economy becoitae 
necessary ; and in order to make cultivation profitable, man tau^t be 
restored from the situation of a brute, to which, as a slave, he had been 
degraded, and raised towards that condition in which his Creator had 
made hiin. The energies of the mind, which had been stmk and 
degraded, must again be called forth to assist and direct the energies of 
the body : better treatment ensues, and the consequence of that better 
treatment is an increase in the shive population ; and this increase of 
population puts an end to Slavery ; for what inducement could any man 
nave to hold men in slavery in Ireland, where he can have the labour of 
a man for any time he pleases for the smallest sum which can maintain 
him ? The effects of this contrast are to be seen in Demerara and the 
Bahama Islands; the one the most fertile, and the other the most un- 
productive of our Colonies. In the former, the population decreases at 
about the rate of 2^ per cent, per annum; and m the latter it increases 
at nearly the same rate. If the slaves in Demerara were to be so 
treated as to increase at the rate they are doing in the3ahamas, the 
population now about 80,000, would be increased m fifty years to 
240,000; whilst, at the rate they are now reducing, they Would, in fifty 
years, be only 20,000. Thus are the j^anters pursuing ^ system more 
certainly destructive to their property than the wildest schetnes 
attributed to the abolitionists. Those fikie and fertile soils must, in a 
Ivfaile, be rendered useless for want of population. In many of our 
ismaller islands they have a population adequate to their present wants ; 
if these increase, how are they to make them of value but by giving them 
taiore instruction? by teachrag them to make many things which are 
now imported from the mother country ; by following the example of 
the Colonies of Spain and Portugal, where manumissions have been en- 
couraged by law. TTiere they clay or refine tiieir sugars; they taake 
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4faeir packages for their coUonmnd si^;ars bnt in tteae islandt, at th« 
increase proceeded, Uiey would become of no valiae as slaves, and Aehr 
masters would be ready to give them up just when their exertions to in- 
crease their value for their own profit had fitted them for freedom, and 
.when they would emigrate as free labourers in «earck of employment. 
It may^ however, be said, that if the ^ves becosne worth aotning, then 
the master's property is gone. Quite the contrary, however, is the fact. 
Land is worth nothing without people, and as the number of the people 
increases, the value of the knd Increases^ it is, therefore, only a trans- 
ler of value from the riaves to the laud. Tiiis is strikingly exemplified 
in the United States : in the State of Maryland, inferior knd, more dis- 
tant fnnn a market, and cultivated by free men, sells for more than 
double the price oi better land in a better situation^ under the cultivation 
of slaves. Instead of suffering any loss by the change, the tlave-owner 
becomes a land-owfier ; instead of the uncertain tenure of a property in 
the lives of his fellow men, worth at most fifteen or stxte^ years' pur- 
chai^, he would have an income from land whid& would sell for at least 
50 per cent. more. Here we cannot but admire the beautiful order 
which has been establbhed in the nature of things, by which this glorious 
change might be effected with the greatest benefit to aH parties ; but 
the gracious designs of an all4K>ttnteous God may be obstructed by the 
acts of men. This system would have been changed, and Slavery 
would have had no existence in many of our Ck}lotiies, if it had not been 
4»ipported by the enormous pecuniary sacrifices made by the people of 
this country in the shape of bounties and protections. For what are 
these bounties and protections given ? They are either given for the 
j&upport of a. system which would fall if they were removed, or they arie 
jal»olutely thrown away without any object whatever. With respect to 
the successful competition of free labour and its e^bcts on Slavery, it is 
^ remarkable fact, that just about the time when the slave trade Contro- 
versy commenced, the first small supplies of indigo, the effects of Brt- 
tish skill and capital in the free labour of India, were arriving from the 
JBast ; within a very few years the state of South Carolina, vih&ce indigo 
was then extensively cultivated, shut its ports against the further im- 
portation of slaves, most probably because they had no further occa^dh 
for them. From Caracas our largest supplies of indigo were formerly 
received. When Baron Humboldt travelled in that country, he states 
that he found the wages of labour lower there than in France ; a certain 
indication that Slavery was fast approaching towards its end ; and there 
^can be no reasonable doubt that the cultivation of indigo by free labour 
in the East has contributed to that state of things, by which Slavery, in 
tho^e countries, is to expire with the present generation ; and, with 
jrespect to the slave trade, if the substitution of free labour had only 
been one-fourth, instead of at least nine-tenths as it has been, it is plain 
they ^ould require no more slaves for the cultivation of this article, and 
hence, as far as indigo was conceraed, an end has long since been put to 
the slave trade. — ^It will be said by some, that you may have relieved the 
slaves in the west, and have removed the scourge of the slave trade 
from Africa; but have you not merely transferred the oppression to the 
backs of the poor Hindoos in the east ? So much the reverse has been 
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Hifi cABBf that th« effects of the change are scarcely less gratifjitig in th^ 
east than they are in the west. By a gentleman who resided many 
years in India, and who was well acquainted with the district where in^- 
digo is most extensively cultivated, I am informed that a most happy 
change has taken place in the condition of the natives ; they apply to 
the Europeans resident among them for information as to European dis- 
coveries in science ; they apply to them to arbitrate their disputes, 
instead of going to law or appealing to force; and, lastly, for advice 
and medicine in troubles and sickness. Their prejudices will rapidly 
give way to the temporal advantages they are reaping from European 
intercourse, and thus, will the way be opened for the introduction of 
knowledge of far greater iaportance. To revert again to our efforts to 
put an end to these evils b^ laws and by treaties : suppose for a 
moment we had succeeded in inducing France, Spain, and Portugal to 
declare the slave trade piracy ; but suppose, too, that we had allowed 
our bounties and protections to remain, it is probable the supplies of 
sugar to Europe would, for a time at least, have lessened, and the 
prices wouldhave advanced, — ^the temptation for smuggling into our own 
islands might then have been too strong for resistance. We might, in** 
deed, have caught some of these pirates, whom our bounties had been, in 
part, the means of hiring to the commission of the crime, and have 
hung them when they had done it : but what must have been our re^ 
flections on pursuing this course ? Should we not have rejoiced to find 
there was a more certain, more e£fectual, and bloodless course : a course 
accordant with the mild and peaceable principles of Christianity ; a 
course which would be the means of raising from bondage the whole of 
the 5,600,000 African in the western world, whilst British laws, how- 
ever effectual, could only reach to the 700,000 or 800,000 in our own 
dominions. — Commerce has, in the times of ignorance and barbarism, 
been the cause of much misery, when the inhabitants of the west were 
destroyed, and those countries repeopled through the ravages of the 
slave trade on the African coast. Let us now hope that, uader naore 
enlarged and enlightened views, it may be one means, though a 
secondary one, of preparing the way for the approach of that day when 
^* the knowledge of the Loni shall cover the earth, as die waters cover 
the sea,*' 

Sevei^al Clergymen and Gentlemen then eloquenUy addressed the 
Meeting, and moved and seconded the various resolutions which were 
proposed. Petitions to both Houses of Parliament were unanimously 
resolved on, which have since been numerously and respectably signed, 
and presented. 

It is gratifying to be able to record a Meeting of this kind in liver- 
pool, the existence of the commercial prosperity of which was a few 
years ago, deemed by many to depend on the traffic in slaves. 

This, and all other publications qf the Society, may be had at their officii 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, HatchartCs, 187, Piccadilly , and Arch's, CornhiU* 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots of the AntU 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 



LsMon: S. B^gster, Jun, 14, Bartkoiotrttw Chst. 
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MONTHLY REPOETER, 



The^ Anti-Slavery Mohthly Rbportea" wHl be ready for deUTery on ^the 
#mt di^ of crrery month. Cq^ will be forwarded, at tbe reqneat of any Ant»- 
Slavery Sooiftty, at the rate of four shiHiogs per hundred. All perpons yriihing 
t9 receive a regular napply are requested to make application tp the Secretar^y 
at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by 
#hich they may be most conveniently sent. 



REPORT OF THE BISHOPS OF JAMAICA AND BARBADOES 
ON THE STATE OF THEIR R^SPBCTIVE DIOCESES, . 

; I If one of the communications lately ma^e to Parliament by His 
Majesty, is contained a Report from the Bishops of Jamaica apd Bar- 
'badoeS) to Lord Bathurst, a brief abstract br which may not prov.e 
uninteresting^ to our readers. 

I. — RepoRT or ;rH* Buho^ of J^max^a. 

" The genera) result," his Lordship observes^ in a letter, dated 16th 
•September, 18|5, of his and bis Archdeacon's observations, "is a 
hearty desire, on the p^rt T>f the proprietors^ and t^eir representatives, 
cheerfully to promote, ^s fajr as their limited means will allow, any 
measnre$ which I have thought it my duty to suggest for the benefit 
jbf the Church. PiAltc ^meetings have been called in many parishes, and 
private subscriptions entered into to promote the same desirable object.*' 

" With respect to the instruction of the negroes,"* he adds, " I have 
proposed, by way of experiment, that tjie children of three or four con- 
tiguous estates snould, with the consent x)f the proprietors, be assembled 
twice in tta^ week, at some given point xnost convenient for all, there to 
deceive oral instruction from any clergyman or catechist properly 
licensed* From the best fionsider/jLtion I can give the subject, and from 
experience, I know of no method, in the present state of public opinion 
here, liable to so few objections, or better calculated, from its probable 
ejects on the adults, to fay the foundation of pern^anent good. 

In this pommunication, two points are particularly noticed by the 
Bishop — what has been done for the ben^t of the churchy and what 
lias been done for the instruction of the negroes, — On the first point, 
something appears to have been done. The Bishop expr^s^es great 
satisfaction in being able to announce that a bill, for piaciiig,/w/ty an^ 
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effectually, in his hands, the ecclesiastical regimen over the clergy^ had 
passed into a law. By this act» he adds, the clergy are exempted from 
the interference of parish vestries, and the minimum of their salaries is 
raised to 600/. currency per annum, 

On the second point, the instruction of the negroes^ instead of equally 
effective measures, we have only a very moderate proposal on thet part 
of the Bishop, and that only by way of experiment. And, to aVoid any 
collision with the present state of public opinion in Jamaica, his Lord- 
ship limits this proposal to the communication to the slaves of oral 
instruction only, intimating clearly that the general state of feeling 
among the planters is such as to render it unadvisable to teach, the 
negroes to read. How long it may be before even thiff modest and 
measured proposal is carried into effect, it were rash to decide. If the 
process, which the Bishop states to be expedient, should be pursued, 
some considerable time must elapse before even the oral instruction 
which he ventures to hint at shall be communicated ; and the whole 
existing generation may have passed away before public opinion is so 
improved as to admit of any thing beyond it. Nay, in a letter, dated 
Oct. 17, 1825, the Bishop tells Lord Bathurst, that he feels convinced 
" that the erection of additional places of worship must precede every 
other method of instruction.'* '' Schools will naturally follow in the train 
of churches, and the prejudices against education must be gradually 
removed by the effects of regular attendance on the house of God." 

What a dark and discouraging prospect does this report of the Bishop 
hold out to us ! Before the negroes can be educated churches must be 
built; and the prejudices against education must then be gradually re- 
moved by the preaching which is to take place in those churches, the 
salutary effect of which preaching is to depend on a regular attendance 
in the house of God. He does not explicitly state who the parties are 
who entertain the prejudices which it will require this lengthened and 
gradual course of public teaching to encounter and remove. We presume 
Qiey are the planters, and not the slaves. But, in what way is the 
Bishop to ensure the regular attendance of the planters in his churches, 
even should the additional churches he recommends be built? If their 
prejudices be so strong, as they now are, against the end which he pro- 
poses, viz. the education of the slaves, will they not be equally set 
against the means by which he proposes to attain that obnoxious end ? 
Of this, at least, we may be well assured, that if the negroes are not to 
be educated until the requisite places of worship are first built, and then 
not until the prejudices of the planters against education are removed 
by the lessons taught them there, we need not indulge a very sanguine 
hope of anjr early improvement among them. 

We certainly cannot see with the Bishop, that by any necessary con- 
nection of cause and effect, the erection of churches '< must precede 
€very other method of instruction.*' For our own part, we should have 
thought, that the negroes might be orally instructed, and might even 
be taught to read, though not a single additional place of worship were 
built We equally question the correctness of the Bishop's reason- 
ing, when he says, that " Schools will naturally follow in the train of 
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^kurches.*' The fact, at least, is against him. Churches have existe4 
in, Jamaica for 150 years, and not one negro school has hitherto been 
greeted. 

But what, we would ask, in the name of common sense, is to prevent 
schools from being erected, and children from being taught, before, as 
well as after, churches are built, or contemporaneously with them? 
The Bishop himself, if he would speak out, might tell us — (he has indeed, 
already told us so, by implication) — Nothing but the inveterate pre- 
judices of the planters against education^ that is against the improve- 
ment of the negro mind. While the Bishop so far defers to those pre- 
judices, 9S thus to postpone the work of education, in the expectation of 
certain vague and hopeless contingencies, he may rest assured, he will 
continue to meet with that complaisance, on the part of the planters, 
which has given him so much satisfaction, and which has led them so 
heartily to promote his measures for the benefit of the church. They 
will even subscribe, and give their money for such a purpose, as freely 
US they now contribute it, notwithstanding their limited means, to the 
leo^et service--fund of the West Indian Committee at home, or to that 
for rewarding the labours of Mr. Macqueen;* provided the Bishop 
will be content to postpone the work of educating the negroes until 
i^iditional churches have been built, until schools have followed those 
churches, and until the planters have been gradually preached out of 
their prejudices against the education of their slaves. 

The Bishop proposes his limited plan of instruction as an experi- 
ment; and by way of recommending it to adoption, observes, that 
^' from the best consideration he can give the subject, and from expe^ 
rience," he knows no method, '' in the present state of public opinion, 
liable to so few objections, or better calculated from its probable effects 
on the adults, to lay the foundation of permanent good.** Where he can 
have obtained any experience of the efficacy of siich a plan, we know 
not. — ^When he says it is liable to few objections, he must mean, of 
eourse, on the part of the planters ; and this may be very true, for 
without doubt, it is as inefficient a plan as even they could desire or 
hope for. But still, we do not very well comprehena how this plan, 
which is a plan for bringing together children for oral instruction, is to 
operate on the adults, and, through its effects on them, to lay a foun«* 
dation for permanent good. 

The Bishop, m his solicitude to accredit the efforts of the planters of 
Jamaica for the improvement of their slaves, has transmitted to Lord 
Bathurst what he seems to think a document of some importance. It 
GOfi.tains the answers of the overseer of an estate, called Golden Grove, 
in the parish of St. Thomas in the East, the property of Mr. Chaloner 
Archdeckne, to certain questions put to him by the Bishop respecting 
the treatment of the slaves under his chaise. The answers of this over- 
seer (who is in fact a witness in his own cause) are evidently, and very, 
naturally framed in such a manner, as to produce what he conceives 
will be a favourable impression of his own conduct, and of the comfort 

* The'assevibly of Jamaica voted a sum of SOOOf. to this gentleman, ia their 
hist session. . 
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and happiness of ^e slavfr^ he governs ; awd, «liis is cleatlv the itopivs'- 
sion made upon tfi^ Bishop. These answer^, h<meVer, disdose nM^ 
facts which when duly weighed ought to have a very different teadeVNiy; 
smd which wifl be fbutid io throw Ifeht on some of lite difficnltkis the 
Bishbp ej^niiikt€$ m promoting edudation atiaong ther dav^^ ^^liil 
oy«l13ee^ describe the ^' meti'' and the ** i^men" Aft «tnployed ki «mt^ 
iog canes, digging cane^holes^ and doiiig the hard y^otk of 1^ estate ; 
t4ie"boyft" ahd the '♦girls*' as employed in plantinf eanes^&c^t 4m 
^ childrtii" as etfefjfojfed 16 needing the ycmug ^anei, lind doing o^t 
light wotk ; and th^ young^ ehildreH, just Old enotigh to be taken fi^tA 
the nurseries, as employed in ptckhig and earr^n^ IS^-fMiat^ till they at^ 
big enoiigh to he put into thei gisift^ abote them. The first two gang« 
tfre lolloped by drivers, the kst two by driveresseft. Now d^^ ^6i 
ihh detail gi^ a picture of tsohtinuoiis ttfid dompulsoty lllb(^r^ reiicb- 
ing from lire fall grown men and Women to mere ohHdren, \dMdi su€fi^ 
eiebtly acddunts for the reluctance of the planteTfif to itkmr that W^iN(g 
of precious tirii^ Vhieh education miist cause ? If the ^hiklreii are iH 
stKool^ ^e weeding of the e^neil, and the pickitig of h^^meslt, muitt of 
Cidtirse be suspend^ whik they ^re therci ' 

But thid otei'seer tells U9that in the administration of ptinishntent otf 
thist estate th^ whip is not liow used for ^males$ but only confinemebt iH 
the i^tocks, or switches ^ for switches, he says, do not la^etate the skid i 
implying of course, that the cart- whip dees lacerate the filkin* Aild 
yet, while be aHows that the switch aUbWers every purpo^ of Work 
Itnd discipline wKh the womeii, though they, tlie* wooden, *' 9.H alWaytf 
more refractory and difficult to manage than the men ;''-^yet he t^lls 
us, in the same breath, that the men continue id be (futitshed with Ma 
lacerating whip. We should like to know whether these switches wre 
the iBbo»y bushes, which, though they do not lacerate the skin, yet 
make the bfood to start at every stroke. 

' This oversieer ftirther tells us, that " the treatment of the slaves i4 
greatly improved^ less labour is exacted from them, they have largely 
alf6Wance^ than fbrfitfetly^ more time to cultivate their provisions, i^d 
itiuch less punishment f &^d ** though tnuch certainly remains tfy be 
dori^," yet a stricter attention is paid "to their comfort and happineto." 
Such has been precisely the latigua^e to which our ears have b^en* 
accustomed, from the commencement of the slate trade (Controversy te^ 
the present hour. There has never been any present tenfee for cruelty 
hi the statements of the planters and their friends. They will admit 
the jtlstice of the charges formerly made agahist the fi^ystem^ but that 
system they affirm is now perfection itself. NoW let it not be ftir- 
gotteii, that these charges were formerly repelled as vehemefitiy iEin<i^ 
indighiantly i^S they are repelled by the present race of plantert, ttiad^ il 
m^y be jusitly added, with the s^une truth. In opposition to thlcT 
overseer, we assen as an undeniable fact, that since the year 1816^? 
there has been no beneficial siltersttion in the laws of Jamaica affeeiilig 
the slaves, for the purpose either of ensuring to them better treatftiOtit/ 
tnr "larger allowances j or for abridging their hours of labour m the 
Jtddy which cOntmue by law from five in the morning to seven at n%lit, 
exclusive of grass-gathering, the night work of crop, &c. &eei or IW 
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increasing the time fbr cttHivtttittg their provl^on groutidd, i^di ii 
Mill only twenty- «ix days in &e year bi«id<to Sumky. Ahd wheil wij 
^^^ntfemptiate the nniT^rsality add continuity <]f labbur on this picked and 
sdectea plantation of Golden Ghrorfe; — how from earliest infancy the 
daves are bound down to incessant drtidj(^,-^dah we wonder that the 
c(rfohial boitdsman should grow up in a resetnblance rather to the brute 
than the human animal? And yet it must be admitted, Uiat in St; 
Thoriias in the East, from which this example is selected, the sikves 
have possessed for years very peculiar advantages. They have had the 
benefit of much faithful Chrbtian instruction, both from the excellent 
rector of the parish, and his assistant, aiid also fh}m the Methodist 
Missionaries; and they are therefore greatly advanced beyond their 
fellows. But after all, what a picture of toil and degradation does^eA 
this plantation exhibit \ What must it be under masters less huniane 
than Mr. Chaloner Archdeckne, and in those parishes of which the 
Bbhop tells us, '* The parishes in the interior are absolutely withotit the 
semblance of the forms of religious worship ?*' ^ 

But what is above all remaricable in this document, on which 13^ 
Bishop lays so much stress, is the slight manner in which the prog^rM 
of population is adverted to. We have been told by Viscount Dudley; 

i himself a Jamaica planter^ that the infallible test of the good and 
mmane treatment of the slaves, i^ the increase of population. No# 
what has it been on Golden Grove, this selected instance of good and^ 
humane treatment ? In March, 1820, the slaves on that estate amounted 
to 7 17. In March, 1823, they amounted only to 677 ; being a decrease, 
in three years, of forty, of nearly two per cent, per annum. Even if we 
deduct a certain proportion of the thirty-two, who are said to have fallen 
victims to the measles, we shall here have still a decrease fbr which to 
account ; while in the United States, slaves increase at the rate of two atid 
a half per cent., and almost as rapidly even in the Bahamas, where ilt) 
sugar is cultivated as in Jamaica. Let us not deceive ourselves. It 
is not to any temporary cause, as the measles^ to which this perpetual 
waste of the lives of the wretched negroes is to be ascribed, but to 
mcessant and excessive labour. The women equally with the men 
perform all the hard toil of the estate, besides losing dieir rest in crop 
time. The boys and girls labour according to their strength. Th^ 
children are made to stoop down all day, weeding canes, or performing 
similar work. And the very infants, when able to run about, are placed 
under a driveress, and have their tasks assigned them. Human life id 
such a climate cannt>t possibly increase under such a contitiuity of com-^ 
pulsory labour, from morning to nighty and from infancy to age. 

Besides this report of the overseer of Golden Grove, from which so 
much is to be learnt, we are also favoured with a report from the ReV.* 
H. Beams, respecting the parish of St. James, in Jamaica. This geU-< 
tleman resides on Montpelier, an estate of Mr. Charles Ellis, now Lord 
Seaford. He gives no account of any attempt which has been made to 
teach the children to read ; only, once a week, on Sunday morning, (thd 
children, we presume, being, like those of Golden Grove, in the cane^ 
holes on other mornings,) some attend to be taught orally the Lord's 
trayer, tlie Creed, ami the ten Commandments. Mr. Beams labour^ 
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hard to establish a difference in natural capacity between the childrea 
of African and of Creole slaves: holding tnat the negroes improve in 
intellect suid capacity, and perhaps in moral habits, (such are th^ 
happy fruits of slavery and the cart whip, or its substitute, the ebony 
bush !) as they diverge }rom the^Af rican stock. Mr. Beams teUs also som« 
absurd stories about the modes in which the negresses procure aborr 
tion, though it iy plain he can know nothing about the matter; indeed, 
he admits that he speaks from the information of others. I^e proposes 
likewise some absurd plans, which would go to postpone almost in- 
definitely, the work of negro instruction. ** Polygamy is a vice to 
which slaves** Mr. Beams further tells us, " are attached ; but,*' he 
adds, " it 18 found chiefly among the men/* Has it ever been founds 
then, among the women : 

A still more important document, however, than the report of Mr. 
Beams, is a tabular statement, by the Bishop himself, of the ecclesias: 
tical condition of his diocese. We there find that, for the accommo^ 
dation of a population which, including all classes, amounts to about 
400,000, there are churches and chapels belonging to the establishment 
capable of containing dnly about 1 1 ,500 individuals. This is exclusive 
of Baptist, Methodist, and Moravian meeting-houses. The schools for 
the education of free persons contain nearly 700 scholars ; being about 
one in eighty or ninety of the free population. The bishop does not 
State that there are any schools/or the slaves. 

Such is the Bishop of Jamaica's ecclesiastical account of his diocese. 

II.— Report of the Bishop of Barbadoes. 

The Bishop of Barbadoes makes a report, if possible, still more dis^ 
couraging than that of his brother bishop. He was received, indeed, 
in the different islands of his diocese with great respect, and with as- 
surances of a readiness to co-operate with him on the part of the 
planters : some of whom have explicitly stated, that they hail his ap- 
pointment as ''a happy means oi defeating the designs and refuting 
the calumnies of their self-interested enemies." The planters of Bar- 
badoes assure his Lordship, that they have '^ the most sincere desire 
to afford the blessings of religious instruction to their slaves ;'* though, 
weighed down as they are, they cannot '* consent to such a subtraction 
of labour from the cultivation of their estates, as would lead to a mate- 
rial reduction of income." They cannot, that is to say, spare the chil- 
dren from the cane-field and the hog-meat gang. Accordingly we find, 
from' the parochial returns sent to the Bishop, that the whole of the re- 
ligious instruction given, or likely to be given, to the slaves in Barba- 
does, consists in this — that on about half of the estates in the island, 
either a clergyman or catechist visits the estate once a month, or once 
a fortnight; or an overseer or book-keeper acts as his substitute, for 
the purpose of teaching the children to repeat the Lord's Prayer, the 
Creed, and the ten Commandments. We have also such remarks as 
the following respecting particular estates: — "The negroes have been, 
lectured by the Rector." — " It is expected the white servants give daily 
instruction to the children."—** These have been attended by a Moravian 
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missionary.** — ** These have been attended by a Methodist missionary.^ 
Now, as we know that no Methodist missionary has appeared in the 
island of Barbadoes since Shrewsbury's expulsion in 1823, this mode 
of expression throws the whole of the Bishop's statement into great 
doubt and ambiguity. Does he mean to say, that some three or four 
years ago the Rector gave a lecture to the negroes, on a particular estate, 
the savour of which, like the attendance of the Methodist missionary, 
has endured ever since ? Again, when the report says, *' it is expected 
the white servants ^ive daily instruction to the children," what are we 
to understand by this statement? The extent of instruction, however, 
even where any mstruction at all is given, is, for the most part, confined 
to the Lord*s Prayer, the Creed, and Commandments, once a monUi, 
or once a fortnight, by the overseer, or by a clergyman. On some there 
is an occasional lecture, and the Catechism. Only on one estate do the 
young negroes appear to be taught to read, namely, Mr. Leacock's. 
The exception is most honourable to him. 

The Clergyman of the parish of St. Lucy states his having opened a 
school in his parish ; and the language he uses, would lead a common 
reader to infer that the slaves were admitted- to it. <' All children," he 
says, '' are admitted into the school without distinction of rank, age, or 
sex." Yet it appears that the applications for admission come from the 
parents of the children that are admitted, and not from their masters, 
as must be the case if they were slaves — a proof that the persons ad- 
mitted are not slaves, but free. Of the planters, all that is said is, that 
some of them have visited the school, and have been so much pleased 
with it, as to express a wish to adopt it. Why should these statements 
be involved in so much obscurity ? Why should it not be explicitly 
stated, whether the children educated are slaves or free ? The omission 
may be accidental, but the purpose that may be served by it is obvious. 

The Bishop applies to Government for the following articles, viz : — 
Twelve churches, ten chapels, thirty parsonage-houses, nineteen school- 
houses, seventeen clergymen, and thirty catechists; and he says he has 
pressed most earnestly on the local legislatures, and on individual pro- 
prietors, the expediency of an increased number of places of worsnip, 
together with residences for the clergy, and schools for the religious - 
instruction of the young. He does not say ^at his urgent recommen- 
dations have been complied with. In not one of the islands of his 
diocese has he stated that there is a single school for slaves, connected 
with the establishment, nor one even for free coloured persons, except 
in Barbadoes. There it is mentioned that there are six, though of their 
nature and objects, and of the number attending them, no explanation 
is given. We trust soon to receive a more gratifying account of the 
progress actually made in the work of instruction, than either of these 
reports exhibit. 

Before we quit these reports, shall we do wrong in adverting to some 
of the gross misrepresentations, respecting the state of slavery in the 
West Indies, which they are calculated to expose ? A large octavo 
volume has recently made its appearance in this country, entitled " A 
Practical View of the Present State of Slavery in the West Indies,*' 
&c. by Alexander Barclay, lately, and for twenty-one years, resident 
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m the We3t In^ib AmoQg % vi^ieiy of very palpi^Ms mis-statements, 
to wiuch we may hereafter Advert, he gives us the foIlpwUig favour^^ 
tie picture of pegrp untproveqi^t : (p. x?Ui.) "Twenty years fgo, the 
churches were scarcely aj ^]\ attended by the slo^vesf sin^pe then, the 
Q^mber of churches or places of worship, pf oiie Iqna or other, has been 
more than doublet^ io f»ct, iwarly trehlf4; s^id yet, in the districts 
wheri& J have had an opportunity pf seeifig ^m^ they are fi^Uy at- 
i^^ij, ^iid principally by slaves." Now, the Bishop d|»tlncUy tells 
^^, tJitat in the whole island, there are nqt places oif worship belonging 
to Ui^ established Church capable of coutaining mpre than eleven or 
twelve thoi^sand i)[)diTi4^als, the whole population beiji^g 400,000; and 
that ** th0 parishes in the interior are ahsoluteljf witkpui the semblance 
qf the form^ ^ religious worship** "the dissenting places of worship 
4wected in the Uhud, have afforded spme additional room to the slaves; 
but still, can any statements be substantially more at variance th^ 
those of Mr. Barclay and the Bishop t 

, Again Mr, Barclay affirms, that in Jamaica " Sunday is strjctly, a 
day of rest.'' Yet it is the market-day throughout the island ; and the 
very S^ve-law now in force there sUit^, that slaves ;m^ to be allowed 
twenty-si^ days in the year, exclusive qf Sunda'ifs, for thiwr pravi^ion 
grquuds, Actof 1816, §4. ^ 

The looseness with wl^jch similar statements are made by gentlemea 
who may be considered as having strouger claims on our GOQfideB<:^e 
than Mr. Barclay, is wortliy of particular notice. At the late Surrey 
election, oac of tl^e candidates, Mr. Pallmer^ is reported to have said, 
that he had been the instrument of introducing; within the pale of the 
Christian Church a tbous^d slaves, not nommally, hut really^ Th^ 
statement, coming from that gentlem^^ surprised us no^ a iitde, 
because we cap have no doubt whatever that it is altogether mitrue; 
and d^t be ha^ suffered faimseif to be deceived by his info|rmant. S^ch 
an eyent as this occurrixig, in any one of the parishes where Mr. Pallmer's 
estates are situated, in which, until 1825, if even then, there liad been 
little or no instruction^ could not have escaped ^ notice of the Bishop, 
or of Us eye, the Archdeacon^ So desirous was his lordship of cojlect- 
ing every fact creditable tp the planters, that in October Ifist, ip giving 
an accpunt of the very parishes in which this great reUgious revolutipi^ 
ipiust have taken place^ if it took place s^t all, while he notices the fact, tha^t 
on Halse-hall esta^ (bjelppging to Mr. De la B^e) a Methodist Mis- 
sionary attended oncje a fortnight, he s^ys not one word of Mr, Pall- 
mer's thousand new and real converts to Cbristjiapity. We should l^e 
glad to bive spmp mpre distinct specification of ^is most ejttraordipary 
transaction; time, place, circifmstaoces^ and means, clesgriy pointegi 
put ; lor the facts, if true, deserve to be recprded \n the piost authentic 
form, and with all the requisite proof. 

Thi^ and eli Q^her pubUcmtions of the Societifi ma^ be ba<^ ^ tfieir pfkf 
18, Afdermanbury ; oral Messrs, Hutckard^, 187, Picca(iUly,an4 Arcfi%ComhiO» 
iTheif fiiay also be proturedy through any bookseller, or at the depots of the Anti- 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 



Lmfton^—BAOSTJER 4 THO.\J.% Printer*^ ifl, B^t U^otomuf aost. 



Digitized by 



Google 



London, 18, Aldermanbury, July SI, 1826. 

No. 14. ^ 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The " Anti-Sla?eey Monthly Reporter" wHl be ready for delivery on the 
last day of every month. Copies T?ill be forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred, when not exceeding 
half a sheet, and in proportion, when it exceeds Uiat quantity. All persons wish- 
ing to receive a regular supply are requested to make application to the Secretary, 
at the Society's office. No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by 
which they may be most conveniently setit. 



ANTI-SLAVERY PETITIONS AND MOTIONS. 

The number of Anti-slavery petitions which have been presented to 
the House of Commons in the last session amounts to 674. Several 
more would have been presented on the last day of the session had an 
opportunity been afforded. A like number was presented to th^ House 
of Peers. Many of these pettttons conveyed the sentiments (almost 
always unanimous) of large county and other meetings, at which the 
whole subject of Colonial Slavery was fully and freely discussed ; and 
all of them were numerously subscribed by persons of every class. The 
petition from London contained, 72,000 signatures ; that from Manclies- 
ter, 41,000; that from Glasgow, 38,000 ; that from Edinburgh, 17,000 ; 
that from the county of Norfolk, 38,000 ; and from other places in a 
like proportion. 

Various attempts have been made to detract from the weight due to 
these petitions as a fair expression of the public feeling on the subject 
of slavery, but with no success. They could not justly be said to pre- 
cede inquiry, for they followed three years of active discussion, during 
which no one can truly reproach the friends of slavery with having been 
inert in pleading their own cause, or in counteracting the efforts of their op- 
ponents. The merits of the g^eat question at issue have been fully can* 
vassed ; and the effect of its thorough exposure has indubitably been 
a growing, and it may even be said an almost universal conviction, on 
the part of the public, that the slavery which prevails in our colonies is 
opposed to the spirit of our holy religion, to the genius of the British 
Constitution, to the principles of humanity and justice, and to every 
sound view even of our commercial interests. 

It has been alleged indeed that great pains were taken by the Com- 
mittee in London to excite the public feeling, and that much unfair ar^ 
tifice was employedi by them to get up petitions from all parts of the 
country ; while the identity in their language end structure ^ufficiendy 
shewed them to have been formed on some common model which had 
been supplied from the Anti-Slavery Office. 
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In reply to these charges it may be sufficient to state, that all the 
publications circulated by the Society are easily accessible lo its bK- 
terest enemies, who may be challenged to cite a single passage 
therein contained which is opposed to rair dealing, or which is charge- 
able with undue excitement. If they can find such a passage, lei them 
produce it, chat the public may judge between the parties. Such an 
enquiry, it may be said with confidence, will prove most clearly that 
the Society has not transgressed the limits of truth and soberness, either 
in its appeals to the country, or in the statements on which those appeals 
were founded. Of course, the Society cannpt be made responsible for 
any rash or exaggerated statements of individual writers or orators^ who 
niay have espoused their cause. 

With respect to the charge of identity in the language of the peti- 
titions, the refutation is equally easy. Of the 674 petitions present^ to 
the House of Commons, 376 have been printed in the Appendix to the 
votes of that house. A very cursory inspection of them will prove, that 
on no occasion have so many petitions, relating to one subject, and 
uniting in the same general prayer, manifested so clearly that they spoke 
the unprompted and spontaneous feelings of the petitioners, and that 
they were not servilely copied from any model. And, in point of fact, 
no such model was supplied. So far indeed is this charge from being true, 
that it might be shewn that not a few of the petitioas contain statements 
in which the London Committee would not have concurred. Some of 
them, for example, express their satisfaction (a satisfaction certaiidy in 
which the Committee did not participate) widi the measures that had 
been adopted in Demerara for ameliorating the conditbn of the slaves, 
and with the provisions generally made for their rdigious instruction ; 
while many of them omit all mention of the impolitic restridions in 
favour of Slave culture, or of that enormous injustice by which the pe<^[)le 
of this country are made to contribute^ in bounties and protecting duties, 
to the maintenance of a system which they detest and reprobate. 

From the commencement of the Blave Trade controversy, it has been 
the uniform practice of the West Indians to endeavour to depreciate 
both the number and the value of the petitions presented to parliament 
on the subject In like manner the journals which now support 
Slavery have been anxious to represent those presented in the last 
session, as small in number and identical in language. One journal 
speaks slightingly of them as amounting only to 46 ; and this false^state- 
ment is copied into the <u)lonial newspapers as if it were true, and is 
made a ground for encouraging the Planters in their resistance to Go- 
vernment. This fact, however, only evinces more clearly tlie impressio]\ 
of the importai»ce of those petitions, and tiie apprehension of their efiect, 
which are entertained by the Colonists. 

These common and unworthy artifices of the avowed advocates of 
Slavery may well be disregarded. We deem it incumbent upon us, how- 
ever, to advert at greater length to objections coming from another and a 
more respectable quarter, — not from a friend, but from an avowed oppo- 
nent of Slavery, whose high official situation gives scarcely more weight 
to his observations, than they acquire from his splendid talents and com- 
manding eloquence. 
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On the 20ih of April last, a motioii was. made in the Houae p£ 
CoiDiQons by Mr. Wtlliam Soaithy the object of which wa3 to urge 
on Parliament the expediency of placing the adnunistration of the Colo- 
nkd Slave Laws exclusively in the hands of men unconnected with Slavie 
property. On this occasion Mr. Canning, adverting to the numeroua 
petitions ^ich had been presented to the House, and which be admitted 
to convey an unequivocal expression of the prevalent wish of the nation, 
for the mitigation and extinction of Slavery, is reported to have thus, 
spoken : — 

" Such aid " (as it is alleged these petitions afford to the Government). 
^* rather adds to our incumbrance than increases our power. What are 
our difficulties ? On the one hand, overweening expectations of too 
sudden results ; — hopes of wrong placed enthusiasm inculcating imn 
practicable measures. Ou the other, alarms for property and life. — Re- 
solutions at public meetings add to the enthusiasm of the eothusiatics, 
and, threatening those at a distance, make obstinacy more obstinate, 
and apprehension more fearfuL On one side enthusiasm is increaaed. 
Oa tfa^Q^MS m^ pftavooa are acosised, and alarms are quickened; 
new opposition is engendered ; new difficulties are created ; old ones are 
aggravated, and obstacles multiplied. If the question now were whether 
this system should be upheld or not; if there were any lingering reluctance 
to acknowledge its enormities ; if any attempt were made in this House 
to uphold the system, the object of bringing forward facts and crueltiea 
to excite abhorrence and disgust would be just and necessajry. Buttbis 
is not the object to be obtained. No man upholds the system ; all 
agree that it is oteceasary to amend it; and these facts are only brought 
forward to excite enthusiasm which requires controul, and which can lead 
to no practical good ; while they excite in the colonies determined re» 
sistance which must be overcome before our purposes can be e^ted/' 

The above passage is without doubt very forcibly and. eloquently ex* 
pvessed. It is also well adapted to excite a prejudice against the abo- 
litioniats. It is not, however, too much to affirm^ that it is neither accu- 
rate in its statements, nor sound in its anticipations. 

In the first place, is it true — on the contrary, is it not the very reverse of 
truth, that, now, '' no man upholds thesystem," and that there is no longer 
** any lingering reluctance to acknowledge its enormities V Or is it 
true, that the facts which serve to excite an abhorrence of slavery are 
brdught forward by the abolitionists only for the reasons said to be as- 
signed by Mr. Canning ? Have they not of late been broughtforward on^ 
or chiefly in self defence ? The abohtionists have been charged agm 
^nd again with the crime of calunmtating slavery. This charge was re-* 
newed with great vehemence on the very evening on which Mr. Canning's 
speech was delivered ; and the mildness and humanity of the ^ysitemt 
i«»9re again and again affirmed. Is no. reply to be made to such repre- 
sentations ? And what reply can be so summary and ^ectual as a re- 
ierencse to facts that are matter both of public and authentic record, and 
of recent occurrence ? ^* No man," says Mr. Canningi ''' upholda the 
systeijQ ;^ th^e is no longer '^ any lingering reluctance to. admowledge 
its enormities.'' Mr. Canning's numerous and important avocatioM 
hai|^ dotthdess j^evented his knovung how tittle such an averment coe-. 
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responds with the reality of the case. He cdnnot be aware that the 
whole of the West Indian periodical press, and a considerable part of 
that of Great Britain are re^larly employed in attempting touphold> 
Slavery, to palliate, if not to deny its enormities, and, in some instances^ 
to prove it to be a humane and beneficent institution. If he had read 
the Quarterly Review, or Blackwood's Magazine ; or the pamphlets 
reported to be demi-official, which the last year has produced ; or 
the voluminous reports framed by persons more or less connected with 
the Colonial department, which load the table of the House of Commons ; 
all tendmg to the same point; — to abate the disgust and horror of 
Slavery, to retard its extinction, and to fritter away the pledges of 
Government and Parliament on that momentous subject, he would have 
somewhat qualified this allegation. 

" No man upholds the system.'' For what object then are large 
sums raised, by the West India Committee, on all West India produce 
imported into this country, of the appropriation of which no account is 
given ? What mean also the thousands of pounds voted by West 
Indian Legislatures, or subscribed by West Indian communities, and 
lavished on writers whose claim arises from the dexterity with which 
they varnish the deformities of the West Indian System, and the viru- 
lence with which they blacken and revile its adversaries ? 

But, although Mr. Canning may have been unapprised of the extent 
and efficacy of all this combination of means (and we have only glanced 
at some of them), which are at work to " uphold the system " and to 
abate the feeling of its enormities, yet he must be cognizant of what 
passed within his hearing in the House of Commmons. On the very 
night on which he is said to hkve uttered the words in question, no 
fewer than five or six West Indians rose in their places to charge the 
abolitionists, in strong but general terms, with misrepresentation, exag- 
geration, and falsehood. Against such charges how are the aboli- 
tionists to defend themselves ; how are they to prove that they have not 
misled the public ; how are they to vindicate their own character for 
fair dealing, except by not only referring to the latest colonial enact- 
ments, but by citing recent and authentic facts, facts which stand on the 
unexceptionable testimony of West Indian authority, as fully bearing 
out all that they have asserted of the cruelty and oppressiveness and 
undiminished malignity of the system ? 

Much more might I'', said on this subject did our limits allow of it; 
but we pass to another a ^ertion contained in the above passage, which 
appears equally unfoundea with that which has now been commented- 
upon. The abolitionists are there charged with indulging " overweening 
expectations of too sudden results, and hopes ot wrong placed entbu^'' 
siasm f* and with ** inculcating impracticable measures." 

We have not the slightest conception what those impracticable mea*' 
sures are to which Mr. Canning alludes. We have searched for them: 
in vain in tbe speeches of Abolittomsts in Parliament, and in the public' 
cations of the Anti-Slavery Society. In point of fact, the identical mea-^ 
sures, originally recommended by Mr. Buxton, were those, whicb, witb 
only one material exception, were adopted by Government, and recom- 
mended in biii^ Mstjesty 's name, by the Earl Bathurst^ to th# Cdonialautko** 
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TiUes. Tbe exception related to the emancipation of children born after 
a certain period. Bat even this point has not been brought forward in 
Parliament, the abolitionists having consented that, in furtherance of the 
well-known resolution of the 15th of May, 1823, those measures should 
be adopted in the first instance, on the expediency and beneficial 
tendency of which no difference of opinion existed between them and 
bis Majesty's ministers. Those measures may be briefly stated to be, 

1 . To provide the means of religious instruction and Christian edu* 
cadon for the slave population. 

2. To put an end to markets and to labour on the Sunday, and to 
-appropriate that day entirely to rest and recreation, and to religiouft 
worship and instruction ; and instead of Sunday, which had hitherto 
been the day on which, in most of the Colonies, the slaves had chid* 
vated their provision grounds, to allow them equivalent time on other 
days for that purpose. 

3. To admit the testimony of slaves in courts of justice. 

4. To legalize the marriages of slaves, and to protect them in the 
enjoyment of their connubial rights. 

5. To protect the slaves by law in the acquisition and possession of 
property, and its transmission by bequest, or otherwise. 

6. To remove all the existing obstructions to manumission, and to 
^ant to the slave the power of redeeming himself, and his wife and 
^ildren, at a fair appraisement 

7. To prevent the separation of families by sale, or otherwise. 

8. To prevent the seizure and sale of slaves detached from the estate 
or plantation to which they belong. 

9. To restrain generally the power, and to prevent.the abuse, of arbi- 
trary punishment at tbe will of the master. 

10. To abolish the degrading corporal punishment of females. 

11. To abolish the use of the driving-whip in the field, either as an 
^nblem of authority, or as a stimulus to labour. 

12. To establish Savings' Banks for the use of slaves. 

It had been previously intimated, that as soon as the requisite in- 
formation could be obtained, means should be taken 'to reform the ad- 
ministration of justice in the Colonies. 

Wherein then have the views of the abolitionists so differed from those 
^f his Majesty's ministers, as to justify Mr. Canning in designating the 
former as visionary and impracticable, while the latter must, of course, 
be assumed to be judicious and practicable ? For our own parts, we 
know of no such difference, and it is for those who prefer this charge to 
verify it by a specification, founded on some authentic exposition of the 
sentiments of those whom they impugn. A difference, it is true, has 
existed, not, however, as to the measures announced as to be immediately 
aijbpted, but as to the mode of carrying those measures into effect. 
-Government proposed to submit them to the adoption or rejection of the 
Colonial authorities. The aboHtionists, instructed by experience, could 
see nothing but disappointment, delay, ^ and disaster, in committing the 
work of reform to their delibei*a(ion. They had learnt, from Mr. Canning 
himself, to distrust ^* the masters of slaves in what concerns legislation for 
•Stavery ;" and that ** in the naUire of absolute authority, in the relation 
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between master and slaye, there is aometlut)^ wkieh nake» despotism, m 
all cases, and under ail cnrcmnstances, an ineomfpetent and unsare ex- 
ecator, even of its own provisions in fiEivonr of the eb^ts of its power." 
' Mr. Caihtino, th^efore, must have been ^atiy misinformed, 4f lie 
were led to suppose that the object, either of the hundreds of thousands 
of petitioners who approached Parliam^n whh their supplications on 
diis subject dnnng the last session ; or of the Members of Parliatmenl 
who, from time to time, agitated the question of Slavery in the Hotse; 
was to inculcate tinprac/tca6/e measures, and not the very identical «ea<- 
<8Ures to which the resolutions of Parliament, and the instructions of 
Lord Bathurst had pledged the Government. They were anxious, kh- 
(deed, that these measures should not continue to be frustrated by the^e^ 
fiVBtance of the Colonial authorities. They were further anxious, that thfe 
just expectations of the people and Parliament of this country siKNild 
not be eluded by the shew without the substance of reform. They saWi, 
with regret, that an erroneous esthnate had been formed ^ the dispo- 
sitions of the Colonists. Thehr efforts, therefore, were directed to en- 
lighten the Government and Parliament on this point, and to induce 
them to adopt the only practicable tneans ofexecudng their owti bene- 
volent purposes, by clearly and authoritatively prescribing, in the casec^ 
«llthe Colonies, as in that of Trinidad, the course to be pursued. More 
than i^ree years have already been sacrificed to the vain effort of obtain^ 
ing the concurrence of the Colonies in any effective measures of reform. 
The threat which was thrown out in the last session may, we admit, 
produce a shew of compliance with the wishes of Government, and a 
partial adoption of some fragments of their plan ; but beyond ikis, be* 
yond that degree of acquiescence which, it may be conceived, will furnish 
a pretence to Parliament for postponing its direct interlerence in the 
work of Colonial legislation, they will not be willing, tmless we are 
greatly mistaken, to proceed a single st^. 

In 1788, in 1797, and again in 1816, the Colonial legislaltures MKere 
induced, by a similar apprehension, to adopt some ostensible improve- 
ments of their slave codes — but to aH of these improvements, inig;ht, 
with truth, be applied the report made by Governor Pl^vost, m 1805, 
to Lord Camden, respecting a clause in the Slave law of Domiaicay 
" The Act of the legislature, intituled * An Act for the enoovragement, 
protection, and better government of Slaves,' appears to have b^n cdit»- 
sidered," observed that gallant officer, "from the day it was passed 
until this hour, as a political measure to avert the raterference «f thfe 
mother country in the management of slaves. Having said this, y«iir 
Lordship will not be surprised to learn that clause seven of that fiiH 
has been wholly neglected.'' 

Since the renewed imitation of the question in 1823, a course not veiy 
dissimilar has been pursued ; and where resistance has been deemed un- 
safe, an illusory compliance has been substituted. The most exagge- 
rated statements have been made of the progress of Cc^onial Reform, 
which a very slight examination of the subject has Benrtd to disproRre. 
But yet, so complete was the illusion that Mr. Cannmg was led to bt»- 
lieve, and, on the 1st of March last, to «tate to the House of OonnMiHi, 
that since May, 1823, of the Colonies having legislatures of their mm, 
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%JU had takeo neasureft wUh re^>ect to religioMS instru^UoB ; ihft. 
observance of the Snokda;^; the giving security to the property of skvet ;. 
the i9odificatioa of armtrary punishment; and the abolition of the 
driving-whip ; — ^That seven bad admitted the evidence of slaves ; aod 
had given fooilitiea to wamimission ; Th%%five had legalized marriage ; 
prohibited tha separation «f families ; and abolished the flogging of 
females ; That your had prohibited the sale of slaves detached fron\ the 
estate; and that iu» had established saving banks. 

At the time whea Mr. Canning was so far misled as to exhibit to 
Parliament this flattering picture of improvement^ the fact was, That 
noae of the thirteen Colonies^ having legislatures of their own, had passed 
asy Act for the religious instructioo of the slaves ; or for faciktating 
manumtsaion ; or for abolishing the flogging of females ; or for prohi- 
biting the sale of slaves detached ttom the estate ; or for establishing 
saving battks; — ^That only one had abolished Sunday markets; or 
legal^ed marriage (two others permitting it); or prohibited the separa- 
tion of families by sale (another prohibiting it by judicial sale only ;) — 
Tlmt only two had lowered the scale of arbitrary punishment, or made 
even a show of abolishing the driiving-whip ; — and that only three had 
adimlted the evidence of slaves, and that in a very limited degree. 
Besides aH which, at the very time when veheaaent charges of exagge- 
ration were making against the abolitionists, laws were enacting, and 
atrocities were perpetrating in the Colonies, which loudly reprehended 
our bearlless indifference to the claims of humanity , and our criminal tardi- 
ness in enforcing those reforms which all apee ought to be enforced, 
but whieh are as yet scarcely begun to be adopted even on paper. 

Is it possible, for any man who calmly weighs these circurmstances, or 
in^o ^ntempiates the strong language in which the Colcmists express 
tbek persuasion of the utter ruin to their interests, which must attend 
the adoption of the plans of Government, still to hope for their honest, 
cordial, a^ effective coneurrenoe t 

Here, then, is the grand difference between his Majesty's ministers 
and Uie abolitionists. The course pursued by the former has hitherto 
lcA» and is likely still to leave their own measures, however excellent ii| 
design, wholly iaefiective in operation. The course suggested and urged 
h^ j^ latter, alone holds forth a hope of redeeming the solemn pledge 
given to the country — that effectual and decisive measures will be 
adopted tof so amdioratiog the condition of the slave population in his 
Miyesty's Colonies, as to raise them, at the earliest safe and practicable 
peripd, to a fAf tioipatian iii the civil righto of his Majesty's other 
subjects. 

We leave it to our readers to decide, which plan is best entitled 
to the designation of impracHcabk^ 

But the aboUtionisto forsooth are enthusiasto I An enthusiast^ we have 
alwaifs supposed, to be a person who believes without evidence, or even 
$igmmt evidence. If this be a correct definition of the term, then we 
ask to which party i» the charge of enthusiasm most justly applied ; — 
lo those who ^Qin$t all evidence, as well as against all souiMd conclu- 
sions from general principles, believe that the masters of slaves may be 
trusted in ^* what concerns legislation for. slavery ;''-^or to those^ who, 
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(roceedibg on die ground of fact and universal experience, supported 
y the juatest deductions of reason. afiirD), that *' despotism in all caies^ 
and under all circumstances, must be an incompetent and unsure exe-^ 
cuter, even of its own provisions in favour of the objects of its power?" 

But the abolitionists are further charged with ** overweening expeo* 
tations of too sudden results."— No charge can be less founded : in 
fact, they expect no results whatever but delay and disappointment 
from the course which has been taken, should that course be persisted in* 
They complain not of the measures, as far as they go, which Government 
has proposed to accomplish, but only that those measures have 
hitherto been, and, so long as it looks to Colonial legislation for thek 
accomplishment, will continue to be, ineffective. And even from parlia^ 
nientary legislation, supposing it to embrace every measure of improve- 
ment originally proposed by his Majesty's ministers, they expect no 
sudden results : they only consider it as the effectual commencement of a 
reform, which otherwise will never be effectually commenced, but which 
even then can proceed only by slow and progressive steps to the con- 
summation which all desire, and to which Government and Parliament ' 
are solemnly pledged. The more slow however is likely to be the pro- 
gress of reform, the more anxious they naturally are, that it should be 
early and solidly and effectively, and not delusively, commenced. 

There is another point indeed to which the abolitionists extend their 
views, and which they deeply regret is not embraced by the plan of hie 
Majesty's ministers, but which is called for by the interests both of the 
Colonial slave, and of the manufacturing labourer of Great Britain, 
namely, the removal of those bounties and protecting duties which 
powerfully maintain, while they cruelly aggravate the evils of Slavery, 
and are alike injurious to our distressed manufacturers, and to our Cdonial 
bondsmen. It will not be alleged by statesmen professing and acting 
upon the commercial principles of his Majesty's Government, that the 
views of the abolitionists on this point are either " enthusiastic*' or 
*' impracticable.*' 

Mr. Canning objected to the loud and concurrent expression of the- 
public voice on the subject of Slavery, and to the speeches and resolu-* 
tions which led to the petitions that have crowded the tables of 
both Houses of Parliament, for this reason, among others, that the effect 
of them would be to make the obstinacy of the Colonists more obstinate; 
to rouse their angry passions to greater fury ; to quicken their alarms ; 
to engender new opposition ; to create new and to aggravate old diffi- 
culties; to multiply obstacles; and to excite determiiwd resistance 
which must be overcome, before the purposes of Government could be 
effected. 

And yet, without the efforts of abolitionists, and the loud and concur- 
rent expression of public feeling which these have called forth, can any 
man believe that we should have obtained the. solemn Resolutions of the 
legislature as to the expediency of abolishing Slavery? or that a single 
step would have been taken to that end ? And even supposing such Re- 
solutions to have been pjassed, what weight would they, or the speeches 
which might accompany them in Parliament, have had in the West 
lQ4ies,unbac|ced by the awakened feeling, and the firm and conscientiona 
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deteitiftiiiatioii of die country at large? They would have been utterly 
disregarded. And let it here be remembered, that the highest paroxysms 
of fury, and the most vociferous threats of resistance and even rebellion, ^ 
on the part of the Colonists, preceded that universal manifestation of 
the public sentiment which the last year has exhibited, and were ex^- 
cited, not by public meetings and inflammatory speeches and resolutions* 
but by those calm, sober, temperate, and |3irac^2ca6Ze measures which 
Mr. Canning announced in Parliament, and which Lord Bathurst 
recommended to the Colonies. The Colonists, at that time, enter- 
tained a hope by their clamours to turn Government from its purpose, 
and they were willing to incur considerable risk in order to effect that 
object. This hope it was which gave augmented vehemence to their 
prote&ts and remonstrances, and which made them exult in every 
symptom of insubordination among the Slaves, and magnify it, how- 
ever trivial, into conclusive evidence of an insurrectionary movement. 
And this policy, to a certain degree, served its purpose. It produced 
delay and hesitation, and at one time, it threatened to paralyze if not 
wholly frustrate the efforts of benevolence. But the country has main- 
tained its ground without flinching, and has now spoken, m terms that 
can no longer be mistaken, its determination that Slavery shall cease ; 
and in proportion as tbis determination has become more general and 
less equivocal, has the violence of the Colonists abated, and they have 
begun to consider by what degree of reluctant compliance it may still 
be in their power to avert the dreaded and threatened interference of 
Parliament. The view, therefore, which we are now combating, was 
both philosophically unsound and experimentally untrue ; and that it 
was so, is strongly confirmed by the whole tone and tenor of the recent 
Newspaper communications from the Colonies, the change in which is 
most remarkable. Their policy, it may be apprehended, will now be to 
yield such a partial acquiescence in the wishes of Government, as 
without materially either mending their system, or forwarding the great 
end of the ultimate extinction of Slavery, may still furnish, to their 
dexterous advocates in this country, a plea for continuing to delegate, 
to the Colonial authorities, the performance of that work which belongs 
to Parliament, and which Parliament alone is competent to carry into 
€stfect. 

We might quote many passages, from recent West India journals, 
to prove, that the effect produced in the Colonies by what has taken 
place in this country, during the last twelve months, both in and out of 
ParHameut, on the subject of Slavery, has been correctly described; 
but a single extract must suffice as illustrative of the fact. It is taken 
from the Jamaica Gazette of last May. 

^* As we think it essential at the present critical crisis, tbat no means 
should be omitted, which can be safely adopted, likely to convince the 
clamorous opponents of the West-India system, that we are willing to 
concede every reasonable point that may tend to bettering the condition, 
or improving the morals of our Slave Population, we insert the follow- 
ing letter from a Mertiber of Parliament, fully acquainted veith the 
political manoeuvres of both the Ministerial and Oppositifth benches, 
^^w that, if we cannot conquer the popular prejudice, Which im- 
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pedes tbe passing of the Skire Evidoiee Biil^ we shiil iu the end to 
subjected to the degradation of having it forced upon tis by external 
legislation. 

'' ' London, March 13, 1826. 
" * My deae Sir, 
*' ' Since my last I have not had the pleasure of bearing from you. 
I enclose three newspapers containing the reports of the debates in the 
House of Commons, on Mr. Buxton's presenting the petitioa of the 
City of London for tbe Abolition of Slavery^^and on Mr. Oenman's 
Uesolutions, respecting the triab of the rebel Negroes in Jamaica— ^ 
and in die House of Lords, on tbe reference to them of the Resolutions 
of the Commons of 1823. 

*< * Tiw»v jirA throA rnQst important debates. You will observe in Ibe 

. Buxton asked for an explanation Ifom the 

irse which they meant to pursue, in ccaisequence 

af the Colonial Legislatures with the reoomnien* 

the Colonial Office ; and that Mr, Brougham 

Qtion to bring in a bill, to enact, throughout ihe 

s which had been carried into effect in Trinidad 

mncil. Mr. Canning declared it to be bis hn 

[)ugbam's bill, but in answer to the inquiry from 

d it to be the intention of tbe Qovernment to 

, the several regulations of the Order in Council, 

the Governors with instructions to have them 

&ral Legislatures, so as to bring the question of 

the adoption or rejection of each to an issue in the next Sessioa of tbe 

Assemblies, and before tbe next Session of Parliament ; and he further 

declared it to be the intention of Government, in case of the receptioo 

of these bRls proving unsatisfactory, to come down to Parliament ler 

counsel as to the course which it would then be proper to pursue* 

You will perceive in Lord Baihurst's speech in the house of Lords, a 

material difierenoe in his statement of the course intended to be pur^ 

sued by the Government. Lord Bathurst stated it to be their intention 

to class die ^veral regulations of the Trinidad Order in Council under 

separate heads, and to send out instructions to the several Governors 

to submit those regulations so classed to the several Colonial Le^f 

latures, to he by ibm framed into bills, and modified according to the 

circumstances of the several Colonies. In the interval between the 

-debates in the House of Commons and House of Lords, representatiiMi 

has been made to Lord Bathurst and Lord Liverpool from the Planleiv 

and Merchants, stating our apprehensions that the eendiog out t}»e billa, 

ready formed, might be felt by the Cotonial Legislatures a$ an aet of 

dictation, and mi^ create an additional obstacle instead of &cilteating 

the adoption of the regulations,. Whether the altered plan of Oovervr 

ment was tbe result of this representation, or of their own oonsidemliqii, 

I will not presume to say. — You will observe also that, in the whole 

coufise of these debates, there is not one person who did not admit the 

extinction of Slavery to be the whde object of Parliament and the 

Country-T,an ^^^ which they were determined to accomplish, and 

that the only differeuce wan as to the m^us^and time of its accomplishr 
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-meo^ Nobody ventuved to conUod iiM the state of Slavery ought 
to be jnaiDtained for ever : Even the Lord Chancellor, who tpoke most 
«troi^ly as to '' the due oonsideration ibr ihe rights of private property/' 
^expressed his ^fitire approbation of the Resolutions of the House of 
Commons, and his concurrence in the object i>f putting an end to 
^avery* In a word, this feeling has become so universal throughout 
the Country, that any opposition to it would be quite hopeless. The 
Mimstry are comnntted to the Trinidad Drder in Council^ and the 
KJouairy are determifned to have measures adopted in the Colonies, 
which shall afibrd some ^erUtin means of putting an end to Slafveiy, 
4iKN]gh they ms^ he content to agree to their being gradual and slow 
-in their operation. Theiy rare also very much dissatisfied with the 
Colonial Legislat»Mre&. They would, I believe, now have applauded 
any measure of rigour which tbe -Government might have been dis- 
.posed to adopt ibr enforcing the Trraidad regulations ; and, if the 
-AssekBblies should not adopt them all (or with few or unimportant ex- 
^o^pHatoma,) the Country and the PacUament will drive the Government 
to isome ^ong measures of coercion. 

*' '^eing how violently and how rapidly the torrent of public feeling is 
running, I am^^omvinced ^e only chance of , preserving the inde^pendence 
4)f the Colonial Legislatures is by the adoption of the regulations 
whieh are about to be sent out in their next Session, It is difficult ix 
Gentlemen, resident in Jamaica, to be fully aware of the foree of public 
/eeling in England 4 but you may depend upon it that my re^esentotion 
does4iot fsdl short of the tratb, and you cannot do a more impoMnt 
48ervice than cooraiuniQaie tbe same throughout the whole circle of your 
acquaintance. 

*' ' You will have observed, that in the debates in the House of Commons 
vary iew West Indians qpoke. In the first — which indeed could Mcareelf 
he s^kd a debat^^t was the general opinion that the best pohcy 
would be to leave ihe question as it stood after Mr. Canning's i^peech, 
which had embarrassed ^e Saints «o mtach, as to make Brougham 
almost withdraw the notice <i his bill. On tiie question of Ahe trialfl[, 
there was but one feeling in ihe House, that such a state of law was 
(Utterly indefensible. You can scarcely ibrm a conception of the strong 
inipression whieh these trials iiave made on the public mind, or of the 
force with which they have told on the rejection of the Evidence WiXi, 
to^e pr^udice tof ^he Assembly, and, I am sorry to add, of the cause 
of the West Indies generally. The two combined have done mone in 
advancing the views <ii 'oor enemies, than their own exertions 4iad pre- 
viously done in ^he last ten years. — This opinion was eKpressed to me 
by an impartial ^>eGtstor^veiy^capable of judging, and much disposed 
to be our friend. It is only (wanting to complete their triumph, that 
the Assembly should pursue theisame course in the next rSesskon as in 
the last But I trust, that, when they consider that the otigeot of the 
Saints is to take (all l^islative vcontroul over this question out ntf their 
hands, and the object of Government to leave it in their <haads, en the 
copdition of their carrying into efiect what is the wish of the whole 
English nations, and that thesce is no middle alternative; they MolliHit 
commit suoh an act of suicidci-as to reibse their comphanoe.'" 
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*" It must now, we apprehend, be evident ' that neither the pinblic 
neetings which have taken place, nor the disctisi^ons whwh have been 
raised in the House of Commons, have had the effect attributed to 
them, of hindering and embarrassing his Majesty's ministers, instead 
of ahiing them. Certainly the ungracious manner in which those 
petitions were spoken of surprised us not a little, firmly believing, as 
we do, that Mr. Canning i^ really desirous to put an end to Slavery. 
That distinguished Statesman is also a warm frietid to the Catholic 
claims. Now let it be supposed that there had been, in the course of 
tiie last year, the same universal expression of public opinion in their 
favour which has, been witnessed on th^ question of Slavery. In that 
case, would not Mr. Canning, and Mr. Wilmot Horton, and all who 
think with them on the subject, have felt their hands strengthened by 
such a demonstration, instead of deprecating it as injurious to the 
cause they espoused ? And would they not also in that case have com- 
paratively disregarded the clamours of their opponents, however loud ; 
and have looked forward with exultation to a safe, and happy, and 
early accomplishment of their favourite object, of Catholic Emancipa- 
tion ? We pronounce no opinion on that much agitated question ; 
but certainly no man, who knows how these Gentlemen feel upon it, 
would expect beforehand, that they would frown on the expression of a 
strong and general concurrence in their views, on the part of the 
country at large. 

One word, before we conclude, respecting the different motions 
which were brought forward in the House of Commons, by the 
abolitionists, during the last two Sessions, and which Mr. Canning is 
said to have thus reprehended : " They have been hazardous to adopt, 
not fit to be discussed, and calculated to retard not accelerate the 
purposes for which they are professedly brought forward. They are 
not judicious, as they disturb the temper. They are not lair, as 
they interrupt our course, and break down a large subject into mean 
and insignificant details. They divide into fractions what Pariiament 
has resolved to treat and promote as a whole." 

[' To these observations, the letter of the West Indian gentleman in- 
serted above is perhaps a sufficient reply. But their inapplicability will 
further appear, by merely mentioning the subjects of the several motions 
bus condemned. 

1. Mr. Brougham's motion on the trial and sentence of the Mis- 
sionary Smith. 

2. Dr. Lushington's on the deportation of Lecesne and Escofi^ry. 

3. Mr. Buxton's on the expulsion of the Missionary Shrewsbury from 
Barbadoes, and the demolition of the Methodist Chapel there. 

4. Mr. Denman's on the trials of the alleged insurgents in Jamaica. 

5. Mr. Buxton's on the Mauritius Slave trade. 

6. Mir. Whitmore's on the Sugar duties and bounties. 

7. Mr. W, Smith's on the expediency of placing the administration 
of the Slave laws in the hAnds of men who are not slave holders. 

8. Mr. Brougham's motion expressive of the dissatisfaction of the 
House with the proceedings of the Colonial Assemblies, and pledging 
it to an early considei'ation of the subject in the next Session. 
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Of these 6tgbtmotioii«, the first five werecases of flftgrant outrage^ 
and of TitDlation of the law, which Mr. Canning himseHT admitled to 
call either for enquiry or reprehension; which stood on grotrads qaite 
apart from any general measure of the Qovemment ; and which, in no 
view that can fairly be taken of them, deserve to be branded with the 
harsh terms that were applied to them. It was partly their object/ 
and certainly it was their effect, to enlighten even his Majesty's ministers 
as to the real nature of the Colonial system, and of Colonial feeling. — 
Again, the question of the sugar duties and bounties, and of the effect Of 
free and slave labour on the cost of productions, was surely a large and 
substantive question, which required a distinct and separate discussion. 
The motion of Mr. W. Smith went only to point out to the Government a 
provision which was indispensable to the efficiency of their own plans of 
reform, and without which those plans would be paralyzed and frus- 
trated; and it went in no degree to censure or disturb them. Mr. 
Brougham's motion which stands last, and which brought b^ore the 
bouse a general view of the Trinidad and Demarara Orders in Council, 
and of the recent elusory enactments of the Colonial legislatures, was 
the only one which could be regarded as hostile ; and this Mr. Canning 
himself expressly excepted from his general censure. 

Besides these different motions, notices were given, but afterwards 
withdrawn, by Lord Nugent, for improving the administration of justice 
in the Colonies; and by Dr. Lushington, for examining into the state 
of the free people of colour. These however were points not at aU 
eoinprehended in the general outline of projected reforms, submitted 
to Parliament by his Majesty's ministers. 

It will not be denied that all these motions were importent, while 
not one of them^ excepting Mr. Brougham's, interfered with the declared 
purposes of Government. But then we are told, that " they disturb 
the temper." Whose temper do they disturb ? Are acts of cruelty and' 
<;rime not to be exposed, lest the temper of the cruel and the criminal 
should be ruffled ? Or is a great question of national justice and policy, 
like that of the Sugar duties, not to be discussed, lest those who profit 
by those duties, though tending to aggravate alike the wretchedness of 
the Slaves and the distress of our manufacturers, should resent the 
discussion ? 

We regret that it should have fallen to our lot to make these remarks. 
Entertaining as we do a cordial respect for Mr. Canning, and firmly be* 
lieving him to have at heart the effectual mitigation, and the early and 
final extinction of Slavery, we feel real pain in ever differing from him ; 
but it seemed to be a duty absolutely incumbent on us, to vindicate 
the abolitionists, whether in Parliament or out of it, from the opprobrium' 
which the expressions attributed to that Gentleman, if uncontradicted, 
could not fail to attach to them and to their cause. 

BARBADOES. 

What has occurred in Barbadoes goes fully to confirm the above reason- 
ing. In March last, several new slave bills were introduced into the. 
Assembly of that Island* Mr. Hinds, who brought forward one of. them^ 
introduced it as^an attempt t ''uncile their slave code with their praeticei 
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He \hw> 9peak« of tbe iKai4n«$i| of th? ^pt^al disdi]^iie in 9arbado6f , and 
th^bappy coi^4itionof the slaves, vh^, b^ afftmi^ ar^ belter F^*^t«^» 
havi^ more cooifon Uii enjoyoient, an4 ^^^ of toil, enaction, and anxiety^ 
than the ^ame class pf th^ population in perhapa any othe;? poition 
of the universe. In Barbadoes, the evils ; of Slavery he states tp he. 
abstract, the bJessingiJ poii^itive.* Still, he argues, the proposied amend- 
ments in the laws are pece^sai^ b^anse Great Britain expeqt^ them* 
•* Is there no dangcar," he a^ks, " in irritating tke Minisitry, the Par- 
liament, and the people of Great Britain, by coiwsedii^ no&ing to the 
public voice so unequwomlly e^ressei^ I do not mean the mad cry 
of that reptile knot» \fbich has been engendered by the coitus of saint 
and radical, but the vpjqe solemnly pronounced eftAe r^ectmg. cIos&ml 
of Great Britxiin : of Ae West India Committee themselves/' *< I 
have heard the West Indian body in England/' adda Mr. Hinds, 
'' accused of iguoranqe of the circumstances here* They may retort 
the chiaige and accu^ u» of ignorance of the immense sensation caused 
by this question at home ; of ignorance of our peril and weakness^ or, 
as Mr. Canning expressed it, the omnipotence of England, and the 
utt^r belpleftsnes? of the Colonies." *^ If we hesitate, Mr. Canning's 
financial punishments will infallibly be iuWoted." '^ iet us then 
enable th^ Kiog's Ministers to ^ay from theif places in Parliament^ 
' ^ Chfcinial legislatures kqm ewi^ffUed ufUh our ^uggestiom as jaa 
Aa LOCAii cjiicuu^TANCBs wij,! p£E|iXT. Tkey^ have feru^usfy set 
tQ w^k ta aafi^i&rate the condition ^ their sleeves. We he^ue eonfidsncA 
in th^r intention^. W^ are ietermi'md hm^orth to allow oie no. 

FURTHER INTERFERENCE IN TJn^in^ DOSf^STlC POLICY. Satisjiod 

that muQh bi»s f)eefi dome a^ ^ove voLUNTAntiLT, wb leave to 

d, mast have become by thig time, suffi- 

cant, to appreciate its value. It 14 u|h 

\ slave code which has always existed 

rst enactments of which were renewed 

ities recorded by Lord Seaforth, in 1804 ; 

816 ; in order to disprove the statement 

\ the Reports of ]V|r. Dwariif, the Royal 

an, and of the Bishop of Barbadoef. 

n this Island, are without leg^al protection 

or redress for personal injuries/' *'*' The slave has no remedy, in case of the 

gceateat npiareasion by the master or his delegate, or the grossest injury by 

third pers^nf." Expept for murder, '* th/ere is no legislative prqvisioA Ke>- 

strainin^the absolute power of the master over the slave, or inflicting punishment 

on the owners or others, in cases of mayem, mutilation, dismemberment, or cruet 

treatment/' ** No tribunal is specially appointed for inquiring into their 

wrongs/* The complaint of a slave << can no where be veceived.^- *' No man 

Qr a^t of men, h^s legal power to c^U api^stei? or de^gate tQ aeconntte 

working his slave as long as he li\^es ; for whipping him as much as he pleases : 

fbr chaining — for starving him/' *' A master has uucontrolled, undefined ana 

absolute power/' Compare this statement, written in 1S24, with that of 

Mr. Hinds. 

Again, the statement as to << ioSX** and ''exaction," is most directly contra- 
dict^ by the Right Reverend the Bishop, who gives us to know, that no time 
in the week days, can be spared by the planters for the instruction of the 
efaildlren, for though they have *< the most sincere desire to afford the blessings of 
ipeligiouB instruction, to their slaves," they oannot consent to ike requisite sub- 
tta^ction of l^^ur from the cnltivatloa of thfp e«^tes. 3ee Rf^perler, No, 19. 
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THEM TRE If&O&RESA OJ THE IMPEOVllfJUiTB TU&T BAVl SO 
WELL COMMENCED.'" 

This ift precisely the kiod of speech wliich we mpposed that the 
Colonists would be desirous of putting into Mr* Caimiiig's moath; 
for what they have evidently at heart is not to raise the slave to a pait^ 
cipation in the rights of his Mi^|esty's other subjects^ but to extract ffon 
Aim, to the confusion of saints and radicals, such a declaration as 
Mr. Hmds has kindly framed for binu The preceding part of this 
number, containing our anticipations to this effect, was written be&re 
we received the speech of Mr. Hinds. How pointedly it confirms those 
anticipations will be perceived without a comment. 

The measures proposed to the Barbadoes Legislature comprise, 1st, a 
Bill for the encouragement of Baptisms and Marriages among the 
slaves ; 2nd, >a Bill to afford increased facilities to the manumissioo of 
slaves ; and 3rd, a consolidated Slave Bill. This last Bill is intended, it is 
said, to abolish the whip in the field and the Hogging of women, and 
to grant to those slaves who are qualified, and properly certified by the 
clergyman of the parish and the master, the right of bearing testimony 
in courts of justice. But it is not intended to prohibit the separation of 
families by sale ; and to the erection of saving banks for the slaves, 
says Mr. Hinds, " 1 never can consent," — and for this strange reason 
among others, that, '' not only has it never been, but it never oould be, 
prmctioabie for a master to deprive his slav« of his faonestly^gained peen- 
Ihim.*' This is also to be a vaKd reason, we presume for enactbg no 
law for.secnring to the slave his property. Yet, what says Mr. Dwarris? 
'' For ihe punishment of general oppression there is no provision by any 
law of Barbadoes." The master may sell him, may chain him, may 
' sta^e him ; he possesses over him uncontrdled, undefined, and abso- 
lute power. And yet, says Mr. Hinds, it would be impracticable for a 
roaster to deprive a slave of bis property. Is it possible, we ask, to put 
any faith whatever in such representations ? If there be any one truth 
more clearly ascertained than another, in respect to the condition of the 
Colonial bondsman, it is that his property is entirely and absolutely, by 
law, in the power of his master. This point may be proved by the most 
conclusive West Indian testimony, in one stream, from 1788 to 1826. 

TRINIDAD. 

We haVe been amused with tales of the cheerful acquiescence of the 
Planters of Trinidad in the Order in Council, which enacted, we were told, 
only what was before the practice. Such, too, was the language held to 
the Government by th» West India body at home. With respect io 
them, indeed, it may only prove that they were themselves deceived by 
their agents, and were thus led unwittingly to deceive the. Government. 
The clamours of the resident Planters, however, instead of diminishing, 
seem to become louder and louder everv day ; and so they wOl conti^njUe 
to do, so long as there is the slightest hope of inducing Government to 
relax from its declared purposes, and to modify or abandon its solemn 
pledges. The success they have already had will encourage them to 
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persevere. Seyeral poiate have already b^en given up, and a receot pro* 
clamation has so modified the law of evidence as greatly to diminish it9 
value. The whole efficacy of the Order in Council, thedefects of which, 
aa compared with the meaures first proposed by his Majesty's Govem- 
mfint, hava always been considerable,* may thus be frittered away, 
and things may almost insensibly rev^t to their ancient state. 

St. VINCENTS. 

Th6 following extract from the Gazette of St. Vincents of the 20th of 
May, 1826, contains an exposition of the actual progress of moral and 
religious culture in that island ; and will be found, if the truth were told 
in other places with equal frankness, to exhibit a faithful picture of its 
progress in every island from the Bahamas to Trinidad, as far, at least, 
as the efforts of the Planters in general, or of the local legislatures, are 
concerned. Let us not be amused, not to say deluded, by such un- 
meaning reports as were abstracted in our last number, and which, 
prove that the Bishops are as liable to be imposed upon as the West 
Indian body at home. The extract we allude to is as follows : — 

" We understand that the Lord Bishop has signified his intention of paying 
this island a second visit in two or three weeks, although we see no preparations 
making for his reception or accommodation. We cannot imagine to ourselves 
the surprise and disappointment that i^ll be felt by his Lordship on his arrival, 
to find that of the various measures of improvement, or addition, to our clerical 
establishment suggested by him on his first visit, not one has yet been carried 
into effect; no additional place of worship provided; no school establishment 
provided, or means devised for giving additional impulse to the moral or religious 
feelings of the lower classes : in short, that we are precisely in the same state his 
Lordship left us, except, as one of our correspondents has lately suggested, con- 
siderably worse, no doubt, from the combined inroads of time and negligence." 
, i , 

* See, for a full elucidation of these defects as compared with the originally de- 
clared intentions of Government, the pamphlet, entiUed The Progress of Colonial 
Reform, p. 1 — 18. 

%* Though we have doubled the size of the Reporter, 
we a,re under the necessity of deferring many important 
articles of information, — Our readers will be happy to learn 
that Anti-Slavery Associations, and particularly of Ladies, 
are multiplying, one of whose objects it is to discourage 
the use of slave-grown Sugar, (that is to say, of West 
Indian and Mauritius sugar,) and to promote the substi- 
tution of that grown by free labour. • 
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COLONIAL OPINIONS ON THE PROPOSED REFORMS, 

EXEMPLIFIED BY MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS FROM THEIR OWN 
RECEKT NEWSPAPERS. 

We propose to follow up the remarks in our last number, respectiug 
the views and purposes of the Colonists, by extracts from their own 
publications during the months of May and June last. The first we 
shall give are drawn from a confidential communication of Mr. Mac- 
queen, the editor of the Glasgow Courier, to the editor of the Royal 
Gazette of Jamaica, which the latter has thought proper to publish 
to the world in his paper of the 27th May, 1826. (p. 18.) 

" I deeply regret to say," observes Mr. Macqueen, " that prospects are not 
mending for yon ; Government, rest assured, are bent upon general and ultimate 
emancipation, and this they conceive they can accomplish by a train of meav- 
snres concocted by themselves without any advance of money on the part oi 
this country. In these views they are certainly wrong, but in the present 
temper and feeling of the people, who is to point out to them their error?" " You 
cannot depend upon the Government, because 4lt has adopted erroneous notions. 
You ra«8t not trust your friends here, because, besides their natural and invin- 
cible apathy, the leading men among them, I assure you, go into the views of 
Government above mentioned. The conduct of the West India members in 
Parliament is sickening and distressing ; it is to be regretted that yur Legis- 
lature did not pass the Slave Evidence Bill in some shape or other. It would 
have satisfied Government, and withdrawn part of the venom of your adversa- 
ries. At the same time, I am aware that it matters little what laws you pass, 
as nothing but early and complete emancipation will satisfy the spirit which 
now animates a vast portion of the population of this country ; all the dissen^ 
ters, and what is called the evangelical party of the clergymen of the Esta- 
blished Church are enlisted, and embarked in the cause against you. Their 
exertions and influence are very great, and the whole of this has been brought 
about by the activity of your enemies, and the inactivity and apathy of your 
Mends. Even at this moment the latter will not look at or acknowledge the 
danger which so broadly assails them." **' Your alSairs are wretchedly managed 
in this country. The affections of the people are alienated from you, and Govern- 
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ment suffer tbemseWes to b« misled and infloenced by a parcel of idle theorista, 
all of whom are your determined enremies/'* 

In the Jamaica Royal Gazette of the 3rd June, 1826, (p. 4.) the editor 
inserts, with apparent approbation, another communication, which he 
tells us is from *' a considerable holder of West India property, in 
London." 

" Our adversaries," says this correspondent, " lay great stress on the rejec- 
tion of the Slave Evidence Bill, as proving all their allegations against us." *' I 
think that question might be tried on a limited scale, upon inferior cases in 
petty courts."t ** Were the whole new light to burst upon them (the slaves) at 
once, it would do them no good, and us much harm ; and this is the object of 
the saints, who would rejoice to see the rnin and destruction of both the one and 
the other consummated at one blow." 

He then is at great pains to convey to his friends abroad some 
politic counsel : 

** As our adversaries are ever on the watch, to Catch, as it were, from our own 
mouths evidence, nay, the very sentiments of our hearts, if they could, and 
torture them into some malignant form, it becomes us to be most earful against 
letting out any thing of our secret reflections of which they can take advantage. 
From our knowledge of negroes, and experience of their disposition and temper, 
and readiness to break through their present bounds, we all must have a secret 
feeling for confining their privileges as much as possible within the law of sub- 
ordination. But it won't do to expose our motives to their friends and our 
enemies."; ^* Our Legislature must act fearlessly," << and beware of ^otn^ great 
lengths in concession^ as their former conduct will jlhen be imputed to contumacy ; 
and the more they concede the more they wUl be required to do until they meet 
the rigid views of the Saints" 

This prudent and cautious writer next proce^eds to give his ofnnion 
seriatim on the different heads of reform, proposed by Mr. Ccnning. 
To Slave Evidence he had already adverted, " Religibus instruction, and 
the due observance of the sabbath, (meaning the abolition of Sunday 
markets) are points of no importance to give up*' " Marriage: let the 
clergy celebrate it as they do baptism, that will be sufficient.^ Other 
points, as security of property, facilities of manumission, separation of 
f&milies,and savings banks, are things to be cautiously adventured upon, 
and strictly guarded. On the abolition of the whip, as a stimulus to 
labour, and the flogging of females, he is more precise in his instruc- 
tions : — 



* Mr. Macqueeii, it seems, had made every effort in his power to establish a^aper in 
London, bat " such were the apathy and indifTerence of those in England, connected with 
the Colonies, and the disunion reigning among them on the West Indian cause," that he 
could not find any reasonable prospect of support : " The rancour of the leading sect,'* he 
says, ** is dreadful against me.*' " But never mind," he adds, " truth will at last prevail, 
and the friendship and support of the Colonies will enable me to treat their vengeance 
with scorn " Is it with a view to enhance his merits with the Colonies, and to extract from 
them fresh largesses that he thus exhibits himself as a martyr to their cause i 

t Why in petty courts, except that they are not courts so open to observation as the 
great courts i 

i Mr. Maoqueen may well say that the affairs of the Colonists are wretchedly managed ; 
when such letters as his own and those of this cunning planter, are permitted to come 
before the eye of the British public. At the same time we cite not these letters as carry- 
ing any weight of authority with them, but as exhibiting sentiments which 8«em t« 
suit the meridian of Jamaica. 
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*^ Blending," he says, '< these two items, suppose, as the whipof oMtf tmil seems 
to be such a terrible symbol of authority, and the cat-o'nine-tails such a tolera- 
ble one, that the latter, as used in the array apd navy, be substituted for the 
former, restricting the use of it in the field to six stripes for minor offences^ under 
the sanction of the overseer or book-keeper ; referring delinquencies of more 
serious character to the master or manager; at the same time, not withdrawing 
all the authority from the driver. Allow him the exercise of a rattan as I have 
seen sergeants in the army carry and use. Then, with regard to females, for 
offences requiring beyond the rattan^ let them be referred as before; and let them 
be punished according to their misconduct on the back with a rod, and in the 
presence of women only, or by nightly confinement in the stocks for a time pro- 
portionate to the misdeed."* 

Having tlius given a specimen of the sentiments which are confidentially 
transmitted to the Colonies by some at least of the Colonial partizans 
at home, we shall now suffer the Planters residing abroad to delineate 
their own views and feelings on the present crisis of their affairs. The 
following violent observations of the Trinidad press, on the rejection of 
the Slave Evidence Bill in Jamaica, are transcribed with evident appro- 
bation into the newspapers of the other Colonies : 

*< The spirited decision on the part of the Jamaica Legislature will, if we mis- 
take not, bring at once to a crisis the important question, whether the British 
Colonies are in future to be dictated to in matters of internal leg;islation." *< If 
Jamaica possess the power to maintain the ground she has assumed, she has 
acted wisely and magnanimously. No man acquainted with the texture of our 
society, can, for a moment, suppose that such a law is required for the general 
protection of slaves. Laws deeply implanted in our breasts by the Divine 
Creator, afford them sure and ample protection as a body.'*t 

Let us next turn to Barbadoes, in the newspaper of which Island, of 
the 7th March, 1826, is given the speech of a Mr. Pile, on a Bill which 
bad been brought into the Assembly for the abolition of Sunday 
markets. 

' ** My opposition,'' says this gentleman, " is chiefly levelled against thfe total 
abolition of the Sunday market. It is a well-known fact, that the places of 
worship in this country, were they well attended, are not more than sufficient 
for the reception of the free population ; and that there is no single place of wor- 
ship of the established religion set apart for the slaves. That such places will be 
built I cannot doubt." '* But we shall retard and defeat, and not advance our 
object by closing the Sunday markets before the churches areopened.t The slave 
is now encouraged to industry by the certainty of a market where he can dispose 
of the produce of his garden. Ids stock, &c., and procure luxuries in return : the 
necessaries and comforts of life being furnished him in abundance.^ But if the 
— ^ • 

* Need we go farther than the relactant propositions and expedients of this considkraUe 
proprietor for a confirmation of all that has ever been asserted of the driving system, and 
the flogging of women, aa parts of the West Indian system? 

i It has been often remarked, that the statements and reasonings of many West Indians 
Csnch is the hardening and blinding effect of the possession of unlimited power), actually 
assume as their basis, that those who administer the system of Slavery in the Colonies are 
not men but angels. 

X Has any thing stronger and more decisive been ever said by the most intemperate 
abolitionists than this Barbadian planter, in his uncontradicted statement, has here 
af&rmed, of the absolute destitution of religious instruction which has hitherto generally 
prevailed among the slaves of Barbadoes! 

$ There are men, however, who pretend to an intimate knowledge of all the mordand 
thsfneal circumstances of the negroes, who affirm that in the ktedandt of the West Indies, ne- 
groes will not be *' encouraged to industry" by any motives beyond that of supplying 
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Sunday markets were closed, they would be dependent on masters and overseers 
for time to attend the market during the week, which would damp their industry^ 
and change for the worse their present habits ; and Sunday would be passed in 
idleness, which might lead to indolence and vice, and even crime, to discontent 
and insubordination." ** In what manner too are the adults to pass the Sun* 
day ? They cannot employ it in their accustomed traffic, and we must not force 
them to attend our places of worship, lest we should stand charged with the sin 
of forcing them to act the part of hypocrites." " Even if Churches were erected, 
I contend, on the score of justice and right, we ought not totally to abolish the 
Sunday market. If we take from the slave that day, we ought, injustice, to grant 
him. anotlier,* But never could we consent to such a glaring violation of the 
right of property. Who is not either a debtor or creditor ? Who is not embar- 
rassed ? If we take from an estate a day for the slave to attend market instead 
of Sunday, we necessarily diminish the proceeds of that estate, or we must 
eompel our slaves to do that labour in five days which they now do in six; and if 
the proceeds be diminished, the security of the creditor is diminished ; and while 
the proceeds are lessened, the expenses are not lessened." 



the mere necessities of natnre ; aiid that their indolence is so inveterate, that it cannot be 
overcome by any such motive as that of a desire to better their condition, or by any mo- 
tive in short bat that of physical force. Such is one of the positions anxioubly insisted 
upon through many aweary folio page, by one who assumes to be a great authority in these 
matters, we mean Major Moody. (See his reports passim.') But what do€« Mr. Pile tell us 
in the sequel of his speech ? The slaves in Barbadoes, according to him, work six days in 
the week for their masters ; who supply them abundantly witli all the necessaries and 
comfort* of life, (the only wants which can, according to Major Moody, stimulate the negro 
to the reluctant labour of even one or two hoars in a day) ; and yet, though thus amply 
supplied, and thus ampeVed to labour for six days, they are so wrought upon, it seems, by 
the desire of bettering their condition, and of procnring even the luxuries of life, as volun- 
tarily to employ their brief intervals of rest with such industry and effect as to raise from 
their gardens the means of gratifying this desire. If this be true, can we credit those who 
tell us, that they will not work voluntarily even for liberal wages 7 Though worn with 
the labours of the week, they will work, in order, from the uncertain and distant return 
which theiv gardens may yield them, ta buy luxuries ;— and yet they will not work for 
money paid down, which will, with no less certainty, and far more speedily, procure 
them the same luxuries i Such are the inconsistencies into which men fall wlio think 
themselves bound to maintain, by a shew of argument, the cause of injustice and oppres- 
sion. 

♦ This is a perfectly correct view of the case, and is precisely what reason and justice 
call for. Sunday ought to be, and we trust will henceforward be a day of rest to the 
Barbadian slaves. For the purposes to which Sunday has hitherto been irreligiously 
applied, namely, the cultivation of their gardens, and the attendance oiv market, the 
smallest reparati«m whieh can in common equity be ma.de tliem,i8 now to give themeqoiw. 
lent time during the week. And this is required, not by the spirit only, but by the very 
letter of Mr. Canning's original pledge on the subject, a pledge however, still unfulfilled 
even in Trinidad. And if thia pledge be fulfilled, if this act of bare justice be performed, 
and a market day be appointed by luw. instead of Sunday, to which the slave shall have 
the same right as he now has to Sunday, then Mr. File's main ol^ection to theabolitton 
of Sunday markets will be obviated. But this act of justice to the slaves, Mr. Pile goes on to 
affirm, will be a robbeiy of the master, ** a glaring violation of the right of property ;** 
and the master, to do justice to himself and his creditors, (for who among the Burbadians. 
he asks, is not embarrassed?) must compel the slave to execute inyto days the task of tir» 
Thus the usurpation of the sabbath, that impious violation of the laws both of God and 
man, is unblusliingiy maintained as a legitimate possession, and is held up as a bar to pre^ 
vent the Parliament and people of England frOm restotring^ to the wretched slave his ina- 
lienable right to the benefit of that merciful dispensation, which moA ike sMtth Jbr mm. 
Can any Act of Parliament be pleaded for *Mt practice ! If not. It is an abuse, for which, 
even if Slavery were a lawful state of society, the Planters^, instead of claiming indemnity 
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The Editor of the Barbadian newspaper of the IStk of April, 1826, 
thus reasons on the state of the Colonial question : 

" Ten years have passed away of an alarming and unprecedented inter- 
ference in our internal legislation on the part of the British Parliament and 
people." " The consequences which followed upon the agitation of the Registry 
question in 1816, we can none of us recollect without horror — yet the registra- 
tion has proved a useful measure.* In the expression of our opinions on the 
awful questions which have excited general alarm in the West Indies, and have 
almost given the death blow to all our affectionate predilections for the mothev 
country, we have given way perhaps too much to our indignation/' ** Against 
the encroachments of a most extensive faction in England, which it would be ri-^ 
diculous to deny has made a powerful impression on the minds of his Majestjr** 
Ministers--we raised our warning voice — we lost no opportunity of exposing 
their duplicity, their self-interesteduessy their mi$chievous intentions '* ** We have 
vindicated our countrymen — we have endeavoured to hold up the Anti-colonilil 
faction to that acorn and abhorrence, which their cruel hostility, their calumnies 
and falsehood so justly entitle them to. All this we have done, certes, not in % 
remarkably cool and temperate manner.*'! Now, however, "we are deter- 
inined to be as cool as posible." " Government professes the most anxious de- 
sire that every measure of amelioration should proceed firora the local legisla- 
tures. They point out what is the declared vnsh of themselves and of Parlia- 
ment should be done ; and they urge most earnestly that the slaves should 
receive the boon of amelioration from ourselves. This is the last trial : one only 
alternative is held out. ' Do it yourselves, and do it with a good grace, or in 
obedience to the declared sense of Parliament, in conformity with public opinion, 
which neither we, the ministers, nor yourselves, can safely despise, we must try 
the efficacy of an Act of Parliament. I'his last step we are most unwilling to 
resort to — ^it depends upon yourselves.* Injustice to his Majesty's Government, 
we are warranted in believing that they will never countenance tiie monstrous 
injustice of emancipation, i/'ever the slave population should beJUfor it, without 
fair remuneration. Can the Colonial legislatures then any longer safely resbt 
the force of public opinion ? Do not their own interests now clearly point out 
the necessity of meeting the wishes of Government, which may annihilate their 
functions in a moment ?*' 

We now return to Jamaica, from the Royal Gazette of which (June 3, 
1826, p. 17,) we learn that at a public meeting held inTrelawney, with 
a view to the approaching dissolution of the Assembly, Mr. Stewart, 
the father of that house, and one of their present representatives, thus 
addressed his constituents : 

** He would take leave,*' he said, << briefly to state his views of the alterations 
which might be made in the next session, to meet the wishes of his M^esty's 

for its abolition, are boand to make reparation to the slave. They have been enjoying for 
ages that to which they have not the shadow of a title, even on any of. those dubious 
grounds on which they assert a. title to the slave himself; and now they claim to be paid 
for discontinuing this flagrant and lawless ontrage. 

* Thus has it uniformly been. The abolition of the slave trade was vehemently opposed 
as bringing ruin with it to every West Indian interest. Now, all West Indians concur in. 
applauding that act. The registraticm of slaves, which was opposed with still more vio- 
lence, and with a clamour still more deafening, has pioved, it seems, not a hurtful but a 
useful measure. May it not be fairly presumed that the present propositM>ns for Colonial 
reform, which have proceeded from the very same parties, will, ten years hence, appear 
equally entitled to commendation, on the part of the West Indians, with those other mea- 
sures which, however obnoxicns in the first instance, they have found, by experience, to 
be not only not injurious but beneficial ^ 

t They have repeated, that is to. say, a second and third time, the same unfounded 
allegations, and the same furious invectives which they had aliseady employed to prevent 
measures which they now pronounce good and useful. 
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QovepmeBt* The Hlwe E^dc^e BHl^'dblclt, vmM ceHain restrictioiut, was in- 
troduced last session, teas 80 guarded thatnaii^ury could posnidyhave arisen to tkt 
White Population by its enactment,* Different views were, however, taken of the 
question, and it was> rejected. In respect to the instrnction of the negroes in the 
principle« of religion, it was not Bufiieient to build extra chapels for dieir accommo- 
dation ; it Was idso absolutely necessary, if we were sincere in our desire to im- 
prove the moral condition of the slaves, that Sunday markets should be abolished 
altogether, and another day in the week be allowed the negro for the cultivation 
of his land, and the sale of his provisions.! The mode of punishment of the 
female slave, he considered, might also be changed. In lieu of being punished 
with the whip, he thought that Uie cat or switches might, in many instances, be 
substituted. The women, by their tongues, often caused much mischief, and 
frequently led on to riot ; it might be well to punish some of their offences by so- 
litary confineinent, where they could use their tongues ad libitum, but oidy to 
their own annoyance. Our enemies in Great Britain complained of the use of 
the whip in the field as an instrument of coercion. He would not propose to abo- 
Msh it ; but as the smacking of it by the drivers was so hurtful to the sensitive 
feelings of the Anti-Colonists, who assimilated it to the use made by the wag- 
goner in England to excite his team to work, he was of opinion, that it would be 
prudent to take it from the hand of the driver to be hung up in the overseer^s 
house, and only used on offenders in presence of the white people and a portion 
of the estate's negroes, and this not sooner than twenty-four hours from the com- 
missioB of the offences to be punished.''^ <* The next subject was the separating 
parents from children, and selling them like cattle at a market, under writs 
of venditioni exponas. He would not blame our ancestors, for having, a hun- 
dred and fifty years ago, permitted this," while the slave trade lasted ; *^ but 
now the times are changed," and though " it would not be fair to make the ope- 
BBtion retrospective as to existing judgments, yet our legislature might, by a 
aalutary and beneficial enactment, attach the negro to the soil.*' *' T^ manumis- 
sion by purchase, when voluntary and agreed to by the owner, he did not see any 
objection ; but not to be made compulsory.^ Any measure tending to genersd 
emancipation should be deprecated, because voluntary labour, we know, is not 
consistent with the negro character. His general character is that ot idleness, 
and he cannot be kept to work but by continual superintendance.|| In the^ 

• He might have added with equal troth, ** nor any good to the Black i)opnlation." 

t Berey again, observe how clear and decided Mr. Stewart is as to the obligation of 
allowing to the slave an entire day in tiie week:, " ft>r the cultivation of his land and the 
sale of his provisions/' in lieu of the Sunday. And yet thii equitable arrangement has 
as yet been adopted in no one Colony, not even in Trinidad, though placed under a law : 
framed by the King^s ministers, who had themselves previously recognised the expedi- 
cBCiy and justice of such an arrangement. 

X We see how even this respectable Colonist clings to the corporal punishment of 
females, and te the driving whip, as indispensable, even though, to meet the wishes of 
his M^}efty^s;G<^v<mmeRt, they.may be subjected to certain restraints and modifications. 
Dni%,^wever, be it. remembered, is not the punishment of an qfinee, but the enforce- 
nwnt of labour. To confound th^ one with the other as Mr. Stewart does, (we do not in 
his case say purposely,) is one of the arts by which the more subtle advocates of Slavery 
try to disguise its abominations. 

$ If not made compulsory on the master, when the slave has the means of effecting his 
manumission by purchase, we may abandon all liope of any termination of Slavery, except 
by a convulsion. In this view of the subject, we trwst his Majesty's Ministers will 
remain firm. Much, howevier,is still wanting to give t» this important principle Its due 
and effectual operation. 

ti Compare Mr. Stewards statement with that of Mr. Pile, as given above. Is Mlenesft 
then not the universal chacaottfr of human nature till prompted by neoce^tty, or called 
into action by still nobler motives? Mr. Macqueen charges the masters of slaves with the 
same vice as miurd to them. Is it fair in Mr. Stewart, and saeh reasoners as he, to have 
kppf, the^negra^in bodily and mental degradation for sucessive ^generations) -to have de- 
nied them all intellectual or moral cuitnrc.; taJiave allows «heUi- not even the preteneeof - 



Digitized by 



Google 



^£9 

Urated States, whem nagvoei ju^tad dMiir freedom U^tLptmi extent, they were 
at leiigth founds ffoin their yioioiii and disselaCe course of IWing, to become tt 
pest to society. The American Goveroment have gone to great expense in fit- 
ting out vessels and conv«yiBg these ^e negroes to the coast of Africa. A set* 
tlement of them was formed at Cape Mesorado^ but in Che course of n fWw years 
they became the most abandoned vagaboads, and wandered about from place to 
place. Some have since gone to St Domingo, where the wretched treatment 
they experienced was ten times worse than that of the slaves in this country.* 
The southern states of America possess an immense slave population for the cul- 
tivation of rice and tobacco, which, owing to the swamps and climates could not 
be carried on by Whites. No attempt has been made or hinted at to emanci- 
pate these slaves. If such a subject were touched upon it would occasion a 
breach of the union.f The negroes in St. Domingo acquired their liberty by 
rebellion.^ We ate infonned, by persons lately arrived from that island, that in 
the short spaxx of twenty years, the population has decreased 100,000. § The 
people there,^re in their manners and habits, depraved and vicious, and theit 
government is most wretched. In lieu of the whip they are kept to their work 

a motive to exertion, except the base fear of the lash $ and to continue to bind them down 
without a Uope of release in this state of bfatal debasement ;— and then to turn round 
upon us, and contemplating their own work, say, " the cliaracter of the negro is a cha^ 
ractei of idleness : he will not work but under the lash : he is incapable of voluntary 
labour : stripes may move him, wages will not V* 

In- the New Times of the Tth instant, a Grenada planter is very indignant that slavM 
should be thought not to possess property, as the fruit of their own industry. They possess; 
lie aflSmM,and so do the slaves generally,. a large amount of property. Is not this pro- 
perly then the fruit of voluntary labour i — Of voluntary labour, too, under ctrcnmstBDoes 
which prove the negro to be industrious, and to be susceptible of the force of other motives 
thafvthose either of mere bonger, or of thefear of the lash, in at least an equal degree with 
any other portion of the human nee f 

* Every syllable in tiiis statement is incorrect An examination of it will sliew us the slight depend- 
ence to be plaeed <m the rei»resentati(»is even of such respectable men as Mr. Stewart, when they labour 
umler tlie influence of inrejudice, or have interests of their own to serve. The American Government 
hmfe gone to no expense whatever for conveying the free negroes of the United States, those alleged 
pests of society, to the coast of Africa. A few benevolent individuals, pitsring the state of degradation 
in which they saw the free people of colour lield, in a country where, in the face of the constitutional 
assertion of the equal and indefeasible rights ofman.acommunity of social and civil privileges is denied 
to all who are of African descent, formed a project for inducing some of them to migrate to tlieir original 
dTuotry. Several hundreds, out of hundreds of thousands, accepted the offer. They have encountered 
many hardships in endeavouring to effect a settlement, buttliey have succeeded ; and the settlers, instead 
of having abandoned it and become vagabonds, as Mr. Stewart asserts, are, according to the last accounts, 
in ■ fixed and prosperous state. A small body of free persons of colour also accepted an offer to migrate 
to, St. Domingo, where, instead of experiencing, as Mr. Stewart affirms, " wretched treatment ten times 
worse than that of tbe slaves of Jamaica,'* it is admitted by Mi^jor Moody (in his last Report) that they 
were recek^ed with kindness and hospitality; that every promise made to them was punctually fulfilled ; 
that their faUure arose in no degree firom the ill treatment they met with ; but from tiieir own misconduct, 
or from their unreasonable and overweening expectations. 

That in the United States the emancipated slaves and their descendants are kept iu a state of wretched 
depression and degradation is too true. But this b not <^tr work, but that of the dominant whites, who, 
in some states, have even constituted it a high crime to teach a slave to read, and who exclude the negio 
and coloured races from participating iu the common riglits of citizenship. 

t What does this prove, but that nothing in the way of effectual reform is to be hoped for from the 
masters of slaves! The legislators of the Southern American States, and the legislators of the Antilles 
are both of this class. In both, the whites alone legislate for tlie blacks and mulattoes. If therefore, 
unwarned by the example of America, our Govenunent should persist in committing the work of reform, 
to Colonial legislators, what can we expect but that no sincere or effective attempt will be made, nor 
step takm, to emancipate their slaves! Indeed, Mr. SteWut tells us so in plain terms. 

t They acquired ft, in the first instance, by a decree of the national convention. They won it after- 
wards by tiieir blood and valour, in fair conflict with one of the best appointed armies of Bonaparte. 

i Mr. Stewart lives in an island which is only twelve hours sail from St. Domingo ; and yet he 
raffers himself to be deluded, Msd he deludes others, by such false representations. Instead of having 
decreased by 100,000 in the last twenty years, the population of St Domingo has nearly doubled its 
&urab«9 ; and at the last census in IBS4 amounted to 935,000 souls ! 
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only by military authority.* If we look to this island (Jamaica,) we shall find 
that the Maroons who have been free for years, are sunk into the depth of idle- 
ness and debauchery. They have no desire to improre their condition, and they 
only labour sufficiently for their immediate subsistence.f Emancipation, even 
at the distance of twenty or thirty years, is a wild and visionary scheme4 The 
slave has a hold on his master. If the master wishes to shake him off, he ex- 
claims, '* Massa, you belong tome, and I wont leave you/'§ What would be the 
effect of indiscriminate emancipation ? The lame, the diseased, and the blind, 
who are now provided for by their owners, would be abandoned as the poor 
Irish are to wretchedness and starvation.|t If the ulterior views of the visionary 
philanthropists in Great Britain are toleaato general emancipation, let us atonce 
tell them that we will not proceed farther than we conceive can be done with 
safety to ourselves. Should the British Government carry its threat into execu- 
tion, and legislate for us, we must yield, but let us protest before God and the 
world against such an act of injustice. He pledged himself to support only such 
enactments as might be made with safety to the property and persons of his con- 
stituents/' 

We have given the more space to Mr. Stewart's observations, on 
account of the weight which the respectability of his character will 
naturaJly give to them, and which has made it also the more necessary 
that they should be met by a refutation. What remains will occupy 
much less room. 

In the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, of June 3rd, 1826, are inserted 
several important communications. 

One writer remarks, that " as the mother country has the power, it is 
needless to question her right to force upon them her proposed measures 

* Even if this statement were true, which it is not, being as directly the reverse of truth as the 
asserticm last commented upon, how infinitely preferable would be the legitimate exercise of even military 
autiiority, to the impulse of the cart whip in the hands of private caprice, or sordid cupidity ? 

t Have the legislators Of Jamaica taken a single step to civilize the Maroons! On the contrary, has 
not the whole current of their policy been directed to prevent their elevation? They are constituted the 
human blood-hounds of Jamaica. They are tempted by rewards to occupy themselves in tracking 
runaways. No means of education are aJBTorded them. They are studiously insulated from the rest ol 
tiie community. And we might judge from the actual state of things, that the safety of Jamaica was 
considered as bound up in the ignorance, profligacy, and heathenism of the Maroons. And yet with all 
their incivilization, the Maroons increase rapidly, while the slaves around them decrease. 

t The redemption of the female slaves^ according to a plan inserted in the Appendix to the second' 
Keport of the Anti-slavery Society, would not put an end to slavery till after the latest of these periods. 

$ And yet what is the bribe held out on all occasions to tempt the negro either to gallant daring, or 
to any wished-for disclosure T It is emancipation. What is it that he thinks cheaply purchased by the 
earnings of a life of toil and self denial ? It is emancipation. Against what passion is it that the penal 
statutes of the Colonies point their shajpest vengeance! It is against the desire of liberty. An attempt 
to escape from the island is visited with death. Even a few montiis escape from the cart whip into the 
adjoining woods may be punished capitally. And yet the slave, Mr. Stewart would persuade us, shrinks 
from accepting the boon of freedom. 

II Does Mr. Stewart believe that even the poor, wretched, starving Irish would change conditions with 
his slaves ? Let him try the experiment. Let him subject the naked body of the Irish female to the 
cart whip, or the back of her husband to the driver's lash, and both to the brutal debasement of negro life> 
in the West Indies, and he would see how they would spurn his service, even if they were sure to wallow 
in the abundance of plantains, yams, and salt herrings. But there are " the lame, the diseased, and the 
blind " to Iml provided for. In a climate and soil, however, where the West Indians tell us, as a reason 
for ieepiriff men in slavery ^ that a week's labour in the year will supply all the necessaries of life, we are 
now t41d that they mu3t be kept in slavery, lest " the lame, and the diseased, and the blind** should 
starve. Is there then no natural affection among negroes? Or how are "the lame, and the diseased 
and the blind " among the Maroons of Jamaica, or among the 40,000 emancipated slaves and their 
descendants in that island, now supported ! It cannot be that there should be no " lame, and diseased, 
and blind " among them ; and yet do they not subsist without any compulsory provision, and without 
any burden on the community ? Let Mr. Stewart tell us how many of those 40,000 who really re<iuire 
aid are supported by a poor rate, or by any bounty, excepting that of their own class. And supposing^ 
the case were otherwise; c:> .Id not a wise and considerate government take care to make the due 
8upp<nl of the infirm, a condition of emancipation! Such reasonings, therefore, only serve to expos*; 
the miserable weakness of a cause which is forced to employ them in its service. "^ •* 
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of reform/' which also, he thlnks,ought not to be rejected because pro- 
posed by her, but if proper in themselves, ou^t to be adopted. 

'^ Our labouring classes, it is true, are not now capable of appreciating the 
advantages of religion — they are happy, but they are ignorant ;* but the sooner 
the work of instruction is begun, the sooner will it be accomplished. The House 
of Assembly therefore ought not only to abolish Sunday markets, but oblige 
proprietors and overseers to see that the Negroes go regularly to a place of wor- 
ship on the Sabbath. Friday might be substituted for the market day, and every 
other Saturday given for the cultivation of provision grounds, and Sunday set 
apart exclusively for devotion and rest, t The I^egroes would feel this a great 
boon, and a few years would produce a great improvement in their moral character,*'^ 

^' Another measure I should like to see carried into execution, if possible, is 
the abolition of the whip, in a certain degree,^ But such is the character of our 
labouring classes, that how repugnant soever it may be to the feelings of their 
masters to resort to this expedient, it is feared that it cannot be dispensed with 
entirely. || Put a Negro ia the stocks, or send him to the workhouse to be pu- 
nished, and you are deprived of his labour, while you are obliged to support him, 
and pay a fee (for the workhouse flogging) of 2s. 6(2. ; and when he comes home 
he pretends he is unable to do any thing /or three or four days.^ On plantations ^ 
if tiie Sunday market is changed to Friday, the whip might be abolished as re- 
gards women, and confinement in the stocks on that day and their own Saturday 
substituted.** But in towns, where an allowance is given to domestics for their 
support, in lieu of cultivating their grounds, the abolition of the whip is scarcely 
practicable. It is manifest to every individual in the least acquainted with this 
Colony, that the dread of the whip is the only prevention of idleness and inso- 
lence "i\ " The Slave-evidence Bill I consider fraught with the greatest mischief: 
by its vcduntary enactment our Colonial Legislature will lay the foundation of 
its own ruin.'' '< Let opposition then be made to this Bill, not because it pro- 
ceeds from the mother country, but because our Assembly, being more competent 
judges, conceive it likely to subvert our institutions, and endanger our safety.}^ 
Let the mother country be told respectfully, but firmly, that it is impossible to 
adopt such a measure, unless a pledge be given to us for a full and ample com- 
pensation, not only for our Negroes but lands, in the event of her interference 
producing those results which the Colonies clearly foresee." " Let the West 
India motto be, ' Full and ample compensation.' Let the call for this be re- 
peated and loud. On this ia our only hope ; with it, we will do every thing the 
mother country shall require — ^without it, nothing,'* %^ 

The two succeeding extracts, and they are all we shall have room for, 
will evince the altered tone which begins generally to predominate in the 
West Indies, in consequence of the unequivocal display of public feel- 
ing which the last year has witnessed in Great Britain on the subject 
of Slavery. 

" At this awful crisis," says the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, " it becomes the 

* Can they be indeed ha^py, if ignorant of what it most imports immortal beings to know ? 

f This writer concurs with Mr. Pile and Mr. Stewart in conceding the indbpensable obligation, if 
Sunday is to be made a day of devoticm and rest, of giving the slave, ip /«zo, another entire day in lieu 
of it, for markets and the cultivation of his grounds. 

i This is most true ; they would feel it a far more important boon, than all that has been given them 
besides. But the measure, though promhed, has no where, not even in Trinidad, been brought into 
operation. 

$ See how they, one and all, cling to the whip. 

D Undoubtedly it cannot be dispensed with entirely, if men are to work for the benefit of <4hers, aud 
not for their own, unless another stimulus be substituted. If no reward be given for voluntary labour, 
how k it to be obtained for another's benefit, even in Great Britain, but by compulsion? 

^ We^may judge from this expression of tiie severity of tliese work-bouse floggings, inflicted by the 
desire, and at the cf^rice of, a master, or manager, without any reference to a magistrate. 

** In oth«/words, punish them by starving instead of floggings 
. ' -H- While the whip continues the only spur to exertion, the dread of it will, of course, continue the only 
preventive of idleness and insolence. 

It How tliese Colonial doctors differ ! 

§i We see from this specimen what we have to expect on the part of the Planters as to claims for com- 
pensation. ITie Council of Trinidad demand it in return for giving up the labour of tlie slave on 
Sumtaty, and providing him wUk eqaivalcnt time, tiiough not for ccmceding the right of evidence. Mr. 
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bounden duty of those to whom our interests are, or may be, conided, to look 
at the subject calmly and dispassionately, rejecting all angry or violent counsels^ 
and regarding with contemptuous indifference every thing like menace or intimi- 
dation. Whatever commanications are made to the House of Assembly, should 
be received with the respect which is due to all subjects recommepded by the 
Crown, and disposed of separately according to their respective merits ; and 
where it may not be expedient to accede to them, temperate and judicious rea- 
sons should be assigned for a non-compliance. At all events the question should 
be fairly met, and not postponed, from time to time, on various pretences, but* 
proceeded in at once." May 27th, 1826. 

Another writes, ** I will not take up your time in enquiries as to our just 
rightSy but state the situation in which we stand with the mother country. A 
party there have used every exertion to draw the attention of aU classes to us ; 
and I understand they have succeeded in a wonderful manner. The name of a 
West Indian is almost a reproach ; and the word Slavery is made use of to ex- 
cite every angry feeling against us. We all know the power of public opinion." 
" Yield to public opinion— by that means you will save yourselves from ruin. 
Let the people of England see that you elect men to represent you, who will 
fairly consider every proposition made by His Majesty's Ministers, and accede 
to them when they can do so. Let every unkind feeling be banished ; and Ut us, 
hy yielding to public opinion, allow tlie outcry of the party in England to pass 9ver 
and be forgotten. Let our Legislature endeavour to improve our slave law, and ffft^ 
it to our present mild discipline. While we have a trial by jury, we need not fyar 
to pass the Slave evidence Bill, and the time wUl come when we shall wonder t^y 
we hesitated"* 

C. N. PALLMER, Esq. — rights of negroes. 
The election of Mr. Pallmer for the county of Surry, has led to seve* 
ral insertions in the County Chronicle, by some able friend of our cause, 
who styles himself " a Surry freeholder." In that of the ISth July, 
appears a letter addressed to Mr. P. bearing that signature, and which evi« 
dently proceeds from no weak or unskilful combatant. We transcribe as 
much of it into our pages as we can now find room for. After adverUng 
to some points of merely local interest, this able writer thus proceeds : 
" I shall now give a sketch of those general principles, the valae of which it 
is extremely probable that the obstinacy of the Colonists will cause, at no distant 
tfme, to be brought to the test of a competent tribunal. Of the negroes in the 
West Indies — some are unoifending helpless foreigners, carried thither by an 
act of piracy, and forcibly detained in a state of slavery, in violation of the 
general principles of the Law of Nations, which we recognise as a civilized 
people. That is the only law by which the question of slavery, as it affects them, 

Pile prefers a similar daim. Mr. Stewart prefers no claim for compensation either for the day given 
in lieu of Sunday, or for admitting the slaves to the privilege of giving evidence ; and with hira ti>e 
West Indians in England concur. The present writer clainisjiothing for the day substituted for Sunday ; 
but for allowing slaves to give evidence, there must be " a full and ample compensation secured."— 
Anotiier writer in the same paper says, " There appears to be one way of escape left— let the ameliora- 
tion bill be passed with as little alteration as the utmost degree of conciliating prudence can jastify. 
But let there be a clause which shall fix its operation to commence one month after a pledge of indem- 
nity, made on the part of the British nation, shall be officially announced against all loss." A third 
writer in the Crazette of the preceding week writes thus :— " Compensation must precede emancipation, 
or any other proposition from the British Government Mr. Canning cannot forget that the Negro 
slaves are our own absolute property, and that we paid for them, as well as his honour paid /or Ms horses^ 
and that we expect a reimbursement of our money ; and that we will not conform to measures which may 
prove detrimental to our interests ; or, at least, if we are compelled to yield to these outrageous or ex- 
perimental laws, let it not be said that we have lent a hand to our own destruction." 

* In other words— *' Avert the threatened interference of Parliament by soft words and aj^iarent 
compliances. Mere -enactments, unsupported by adequate sanctions, experience has provid to us, mi^ 
be safely hazarded. Whatever the enactments be it matters not, while the administration rests with us. 
While we have our trial by Juiy, (from which all but the Whites are excluded,) and while our Judges 
are Planters, what have we to fear? What signify the mere terms of a law, when that law is subjected 
to the sure operation of the esprit du eorps,hotii in Judge and Jury? The more liberal these terms, the 
better secured shall we be from any efficient controul— and by thus jrielding to public opinion, we shall 
surmount the present crisis, until the outcry of the party in England shall pass over and b« forgotten." 
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can be tried with any shew of justice. Whatever may have been their condition 
in Africa, we know them only as innocent strangers, who, when they sailed on 
board British ships before the express abolition of the slave trade, passed neces- 
sarily through the jurisdiction of the British Court of Admiralty on the high seas, 
and from that moment, at all events, became as free as if they had arrived in the 
River Thames. During the voyage these unhappy human beings could be treated 
as slaves by no law but that of brutal force, for they were legally free ; and, if 
they were carried on and sold in the Islands, it was as to them an act of piracy, 
without requiring any declaratory law to make it so, as far as their inidienable 
rights were concerned. They were harmless aliens, pirated on the high seas, 
and the piracy and the pirate were continued in the person of the Colonist, who 
bought stolen human beings knowing them to have been stolen. These helpless 
foreigners owe no allegiance to the authority which oppresses them ; they are 
still under the protection of the law of nations, a fact which would quickly be 
brought to our notice by the able and accomplished diplomatists of the Black 
republic of Hayti, if they should discover that any of their own people were so 
detained. Among civilized nations, the natural rights of unoffending aliens are 
not the less sacred and unextinguishable, because no powerful arm is stretched 
out to support them. If they are held in slavery, it can only be by a most cruel 
and violent usurpation, because they are weak, and not by any law which can, 
by the remotest possibility, impose obligations on them. If they are put to death 
for asserting, or indeed for talking about asserting their natural rights, the act is 
as entirely an act of murder as when a pirate fires upon his prisoners because 
they are not willing to submit to his injustice. Those of the negroes who are 
not aliens are the born subjects of the British Crown, held in slavery, incredible 
as it might seem, by other British subjects ; and in many instances these op- 
pressed victims are also Christians. Born within the King's hllegiance, whatever 
may be the colour of their skins, they possess, as their birthright, all the general 
rights of Englishmen ; they owe an allegiance to their King, vrith which a state 
of slavery is incompatible ; they are only British colonists of a darker com^ 
plexion. If the strong hand of oppression has degraded and brutalized them to 
its purposes, the rapid progress in intellectual advancement made by the people 
of Hayti, within these few years, may serve to shew of what the negroes are 
capable in a state of liberty. The total loss of all mental and morsd energy^ 
which mirks the condition of the enslaved captives of the piratical States of 
Africa, ttay also shew that white men, reduced to the same deplorable situation, 
have li^ superiority to boast of, excepting those who may have had the advan- 
tages of previous education, or are buoyed up with the hope of a speedy deli^ 
verance. But the rights of our Black feUow subjects are forcibly vrithheld from 
thein, because our own Municipal Courts have no authority out of England ; and 
in the Colonial Courts justice is denied them by the law of the strongest. It was 
because the barbarians at Algiers acted on the same principle towards foreigners, 
that England laid their town in ruins, and raised to the dignity of a viscount the 
brave man who was made the minister of her wrath. That we should be equally 
alive to the sufferings of British subjects in our colonies is neither quackery nor 
hyjKMsrisy. The Colonial Legislatures have not, and never could possess in their 
petty jurisdictions, a power to make laws extinguishing the civil existence of 
unoffending British subjects by thousands and hundreds of thousands — a power 
not within the competence of the Legislature of the mother country itself to 
exercise or to delegate to others. Such a power would at once annihilate the 
British Constitution, and scatter our social compact to the winds. Have the 
colonists yet to learn that their powers, like those of the States of Jersey and 
Guernsey, or indeed like those of every parish and corporation, are limited to 
regulations by which no paramount rights are invaded ? Do the inhabitants of 
those colonies, which we possess by conquest, imagine that, in time of war, they 
could vote themselves the adherents of those countries to which they formerly 
belonged, on the ground that their ancient laws and privileges were guaranteed 
to them ? Have the conquered and the settled colonies yet to learn that their 
buccaneer pretension to make what laws they please, might with as much pro- 
priety extend itself to the right, founded on the old practice of holding* white 
men in slavery, of sending to labour in their fields as slaves the crews of French 
or American vessels driven by stress of weather into their ports, and of con- 
demning their ships as lawful prize ? This pretension has no limits ; it is not 
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allegiance, but independence; and when it consigns British suhjects or unoffend^ 
iffg foreigners to a state of slavery, it is the independence of Algiers. Bot it is 
said that England has herself, by Acts of Parliament, created negro slavery : 
this, to the best of my recollection, is not a correct statement of the fact, though 
it is, I am afraid, too true that this country has in several of her Statutes, recog- 
nized the slavery of British subjects, as an existing state/)/ things in our colonies, 
by a sort of indirect connivance. This does not vary the general question ; it 
only affords ground for a fair claim to compensation. Beyond this indirect con- 
nivance the Legislature of England could not go, and this strange anomaly of 
its having gone so far can only be explained by the supposition that, at the time, 
the House of Commons was well stocked with slave owners, whose ideas of the 
true principles of the British Constitution were confused by conflicting princi- 
"ples, imbibed during their residence in the West Indian Islands, and confirmed 
by the long habit of treating their fellow-subjects a» mere goods and chattels. 
A custom has grown up among us, which permits persons who hold their fellow- 
subjects in slavery to become the Legislators of the freest country in the 
world ; but it is a custom liable to the most serious objections, and one which 
all men who take the principles of the British (constitution for their guide will 
at all times view with jealousy and dissatisfaction. Of the virtual disqualifica- 
tion there can be no doubt ; but this is high matter, and will appear with mwe 
propriety in a general address to the Electors of England, on the great increase 
of slave-owners in the new Parliament." 

RESTRICTIONS ON TRADE, IN FAVOUR OF SLAVE-LABOUR. 

The following communication on the ruinous eflPect of the restrictions 
on trade, and especially of those intended to favour the produce of 
Slave-labour, is extracted from a late number of the Times. 

Sir, — I have read with deep interest your remarks on the distress of our 
labouring population. You have adverted to the evils of pauperism, which are 
continuing, without even an attempt at a remedy, to destroy the comforts and 
morals of our peasantry ; you have also dwelt on the evils arising from the mo- 
nopoly of corn enjoyed by the landholders. *But you have overiooked another 
subject, highly worthy of your attention as connected with the existing distress: 
I mean the monopoly in the trade of tea, sugar, and coffee, — next to corn, the 
articles of most general consumption. If China were tiirown open to our com- 
merce, and its immense tea trade were set at liberty, a powerful impulse would 
be given to our manufacturing industry. For this, however, we must probably 
wait till the expiration of the East India Company's charter. But can any ade- 
quate reason be assigned for continuing the protecting duties, in favour of colo- 
nial produce, of 10s. per cwt. on East India sugar, and 28s. per cwt. on East 
India Coffee — a tax equal to fifty per cent, on the prime cost of these articles, 
and therefore in reality a tax equal to fifty per cent, on the export of our manu- 
factures to that country ? The export of our manufactures to India,- since the 
partial renewing of the trade to that country, has already increased at a pro- 
digious rate, and it is obviously checked in its progress, only by the want of 
returns, in effect by the absurd restrictions which forbid us to receive and con- 
sume their sugar and coffee. Is it not absolute infatuation thus to shut against 
ourselves, to such an extent, the market of a hundred millions of consumers, 
who are also our fellow-subjects, in order to favour a handful of planters in our 
slave colonies, who have no claim upon us for such a costly sacrifice, except that it 
is required to repay to them the destruction of human life which slavery causes ? 
And this policy is the more to be deplored, because, while it serves to starve 
our manu&cturers, and to depress our eastern empire, it aggravates the miseries 
and swells the mortality of the unhappy slaves in our colonies. The interests 
of humanity are here most clearly in unison with the dictates of that sound and 
enlightened policy which his Majesty's ministers, except when impeded by the 
parliamentary influence of colonial slave-holders are solicitous to pursue. Even 
if we were disposed to make light of the sufferings of the slaves, or of the claims 
of the Hindoos, we surely will not turn a deaf ear to the cries of our famished 
and perishing population. 
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The " Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter" will be ready for delivery on the 
first day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at tbe request of any Anti- 
Slavery Society, at the rate of four shillings per hundred, when not exceeding 
half a sheet, and in proportion, when it exceeds that quantity. All persons wish- 
ing to receive a regular supply, are requested to make application to the Secretary, 
at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermanhury, and mention the conveyance by 
which they may be most conveniently sent. 



THE BERBICE FISCAL'S OFFICIAL VINDICATION OF HIS REPORT 
RESPECTING THE COMPLAINTS OF NEGROES. 

Many of our readers, without doubt, retain a lively recollection of 
the atrocities which the Report of the Fiscal of Berbice, printed last year 
by order of the House of Commons, shewed to have been perpetrated in 
that Colony. In the postscript to a pamphlet, entitled " The Slave 
Colonies of Great Britain, or a picture of Negro Slavery, drawn by the 
Colonists themselves,"* a brief view was given of its details, which were 
described as admitting " us into the interior, the very penetralia of the 
slave system, there exhibited, in all its height, and length, and breadth, 
and depth of deformity." 

The exposure of these atrocities has powerfully excited the indigna- 
tion of the Colonists, not against the perpetrators of them, but against 
those who called to them the attention of the public. Even some 
Members of Parliament, while they expressed disgust and horror at the 
revolting details contained in this Report, look pains to weaken their 
effect, by attempting to throw discredit on the motives of those who pub- 
lished the abstract of them just referred to. 

Since that time, a more formidable adversary has appeared in the per- 
son of the Fiscal of Berbice himself, the very officer on whose authority 
the whol:^ statement rested. The Council of that Colony, at a meeting 
held on the 1 1th of January 1826, Resolved, on the motion of the Hon. 
Simon Frazer, ** That, in consequence of the very injurious observations 
reflecting on the character and conduct of the inhabitants of this Colony, 
arising from certain reports of his Honour the Fiscal, relative to com- 
plaints made to him by the negroes, transmitted to his Majesty's 

* This postscript will he foand entire in the Anti-Slavery Reporter, No. 5, which will equally serve the 
parptxf of reference with the pamphlet. It is tbe second edition of {he pjimphlet which i* alwaysqtwtcil . 



Digitized by 



Google 



226 

GoTernment in a most imperfect state, they thought it but just, that the 
Colonists, who were not only disposed to court inquiry, but anxious for 
the strictest scrutiny, should have every opportunity afforded them, to 
rebut the charges of their calumniators;* and that, therefore, the 
Govenior should be requested to call upon the Fiscal for a detailed 
report of the nature of the inquiry, instituted either by him, or the Court 
of Criminal Justice, into the complaints alluded to, as also of the final 
judgments in each case, in order to meet, fairly, the unqualified attacks, 
which there is too much reason to believe, will be levelled against the 
West India character, founded on garbled and imperfect documents." 

In obedience to this Resolution of Council, the Fiscal drew up a 
second report, which having been transmitted to Lord Bathurst, has 
been subsequently printed by order of the House of Commons. A copy 
of it is now before us, and we would say of it, in general, that in- 
stead of at all serving the purpose of its prompters, which was to rebut 
the charges against West Indian humanity and justice, founded on the 
original report of the Fiscal, it tends to confirm, and even to aggravate 
those charges. 

This report, thus produced with the view of whitewashing the Colo- 
nial System, is accompanied by a letter from the Fiscal to the Governor, 
which merits particular attention. It is dated the 21st January, 1826. 

" My Lord Bathurst,'' he says, " was pleased to desire his Excellency, 
Lieutenant-Governor Beard, to direct me to forward, for the purpose of being 
laid before the House of Commons, copies of the complaints of slaves, made at 
my office from the year 1814, to the date of his Lordship's dispatch. 

" It is with deep regret that I have perceived from many of the public prints in 
Great Britain, that garbled statements of some of these complaints have been 
made public,t and from the inflammatory manner in which they are stated in the 
speeches at a meeting at Norfolk, cannot fail to excite indignation against the 
discharge of the duties of my office, as well as the most ur^founded prejudice 
against individuals of respectability in this Colony. Together with some of the 
complaints of slaves transmitted by me, are the refutations ; but in all cases 
brought forward, such are carefully kept in the back ground.^ 

" In cases where 1 found there was foundation for complaint, I deemed it my 
duty to bring it before the Court of Criminal Justice, the supreme tribunafof the 
Colony, where his Excellency presided, and when once removed there, the com- 
plaint and decision upon it became a matter of public record, and consequently 
totally unnecessary to form any part of the private memorandums, which, as I 
stated in my letter to the Lieutenant-Governor, I merely kept, for my own satis- 
faction, my office not forming one of public record,§ nor were the slightest me- 
moranda handed to me of the proceedings of my predecessors. This, I hope, 
will account for the apparently imperfect state in which these complaints were 
transmitted. 

'< In corroboration of these assertions, I now beg leave to hand your Excellency 
statements of the proceedings, and explanations on many cases quoted at the Nor- 

• The " charges of their calnnmiators'' were neither more nor less than a few extracts from the FSscal's 
official report of the complaints of the negroes. If, in making this rq;>ort, circumstances were omitted 
by him which were necessary to his own vindication as a minister of justice, or, to the full understanding 
of the different cases brought before him, the fault was his, not that of the Anti^lavery Society. 

t The Fiscal evidently alludes to the Society's pamphlet, the Slave Colonies, &c. He ought, in fiumeflt, 
o bavrspecified the instances in which hb statements have there been garbled. 

t We take it upon us to say, that this acaisation is untrue. Being made, it ought to have been sub- 
stantiated ; but no instance is adduced by the Fiscal to support it. 

$ Itii a heavy reflection on the administratSon of the Slave Laws, that their infraction should not b* 
matter of record. 
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ftft vM&ttg, In regard to tlie assertions of some of the speakers at this meet* 
ittg, that they had their information from the Fiscal, I positively declare, I never 
directly or indirectly, held any correspondence or communication with the gen- 
tlemen in question ;* and as to the unfounded assertion, that negroes, coming to 
my office to complain, were generally flo{?ged by way of redress, I hesitate not to 
say, is a malicious feilsehood.t I have sixteen years discharged the duties of my 
office iji a conscientious manner, consistent with my doty to my Sovereign; 
and I have great pleasure in stating, that in none of his Majesty's Colonies, are 
the slaves better treated than in this ;t every facility is afforded them to prefer 
their complaints, and when they are founded, the records will shew the exemplary 
manner in which transgressors are punished.§ It is unnecessary for me to ob- 
serve to your Elxcellency, how much negroes are in the habit of exaggerating 
their complaints, and, indeed, how very often they are unfounded ; nine times in 
ten they proceed from the most indolent and worthless negroes on the estates, 
and are generally contradicted by the better behaved negroes.|| I will only tres- 
pass further on your Excellency's time, by observing, that when complaints are 
once transferred by me to the superior tribunals, I am no longer a judge in suck 
cases but meiely the prosecutor ; and, as I deem it my duty, in cases of im- 
portance, to resort to this mode of proceeding, it will further account to your Ex- 
cellency for my decisions not being noted in many cases/'f 

Let us now proceed to examine this pretended vindication of the 
inhabitants, and of the judicial administration, of Berbice, and see to 
what it amounts. 

1. The case of Mrs. Sanders, (see Slave Colonies, p. 104, 105.) is 
stated in nearly the same terms as in the first Report, p. 5 ; any varia- 
tions bein^ merely verbal. The only part that is new, is the result 
which is thus given : ^' From the foregoing examinations, it was proved 
by the evidence of the overseer, on oath, that Mrs. Sanders had not 
confined any of the negroes in shackles : the other charges appeared 
to be satisfactorily made out.*' Now the evidence of the overseer, 

* Hie Fiscal seems to have strangely saKK>sed that Lord Suffield and Mr. Buxton, in sairing they had 
tiaeir informatiou exclusively from him, meant to impute to him the unpardonable offence of privately 
corresponding with them. They alluded entirely to his official report 

4- The Fiscal does not tell us where or by whom this tnmUeiinufmUthoed was uttered. On referring to 
the pamphlet above mentioned, we find five instances only specified out of thirty or forty, in which the 
Fiscal redressed the complaint by flogging die complainanti So tar is it from being true, tliat any stt<^ 
charge was made generally against the TvscaX in that pamphlet, that it is there expressly stated, (p. 101.) that 
his decisions have not been given " except in. m. few cases." 

t We are not at ail disposed to question the truth of this statement The slaves in the otiier Coloniet 
are, we believe, no better off than those of Berbice ; and, in some, we have no doubt, tliat if like 
authentic details were given of the nature and result of their comi^aints, we should have a disclosure of 
at least a fair proportion of similar horrors. 

$ Why has be not given us those records? They have been anxiously called for. The order of the 
House of Commons was to prodxice records of all proceedings with tiieir results, in cases of coniplaints 
of masters uid slaves. The first return to this order is admitted by the Council of Berbice to have been 
imperfect. In fact, we had there nearly 200 cases of complaint in which no decision whatever was 
notified. But the second Report which we are now considering, and which was intended expressly to 
supply the imperfections of the first, does not give us any additional information, except in ten of those 
two hundred cases ; and tiie information which it does give not only throws little additional light on tlie 
subject, but aggr&vates, in a high degree, s<»ne of those cases, and senres to iUttstrate still more stroDffly the 
inherent cruelty and injustice of the whole ssrstero, as we shall shew by a careful induction of particulars^ 

H All tliis ought to have been matter of proof, not of assertion. Why is not the testimony of these . 
better behaved negroes before us! If Mr. Bennett had given us facts as established in evidence, we 
riioQld have been wholly independent of his opinion, which, whether we regard him as a Planter, or as 
a Judge whose own conduct is in question, is liable, in this instance, to be biassed by the circumstances 
in which he is placed. 

% This forms no apology whatever for the imperfection of the returns. The decisions were called for, 
and ought to have been given, whether they were recorded in the office of the Fiscal, or in that of tiio 
Court of Criminal Justice. And why are tliey not «w given? 
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proves that he wai regularly absent from home, attending the wood- 
cutters in the woods, from Monday rooming to Saturday night ; and 
was at home only from Saturday night to Monday morning. He says, 
that in Mr. Sanders' life-time, he had often seen the slaves confined in 
shackles, their ancles and wrists cross-ways; but he had never 
seen it since. Again, he says, "I never saw it, or heard of it, since 
Mr. Sanders' death ;" and this statement, made by a man who admits 
that he had no opportunity of witnessing how Mrs. Sanders may have 
acted towards the negroes, except on the Sunday, is considered by the 
Fiscal, as proving that the concurrent testimony of nine negroes, who 
are found to have given correct evidence in every other particular, 
(their other charges having been satisfactorily made out) was untrue in 
this. It is absolutely impossible to read the consistent statements of 
these nine negroes on the subject, and compare it with the overseer's 
merely negative testimony as to one fact, and that under circumstances 
which made it impossible he should be cognisant of it, without astonish- 
ment at the Fiscal's conclusion. Whenever the overseer had any oppor- 
tunity of knowing the facts, he confirms the testimony of the slaves. In 
the only case, in which he had no such opportunity, his statement that 
he knew nothing of it is admitted as proof of the falsehood of the charge 

It is, however, satisfactory to find, that Mrs. Sanders did not escape 
on this occasion with impunity. She was convicted of starving and nc 
clothing her slaves, and of forcing them to work on Sundays ; and was 
therefore made to pay a sum of 1,812 guilders, of penalty and costs, 
being nearly 140/. sterling. This is a fact now communicated for the 
first time : the money however, was paid, not as a reparation to the 
slaves, but as a fine to the public treasury. 

2. No attempt is made to explain the reason why various other atro- 
cities, perpetrated by the same lady, met with no punishment. (See Slave 
Colonies, p. 105, 106.) " The Fiscal," (p. 8, of his 2nd Report) says 
he, "' can trace no minute of decision thereon, nor any charge of ex- 
pences incurred for investigation. He therefore concludes, that the 
complaint was groundless, and was dismissed accordingly.'^ This is 
certainly a very hasty conclusion, as his own minutes, contained in the 
first Report, will clearly testify. These exhibit internal evidence that 
his present hypothesis on the subject is directly opposed to fact. One 
of the complainants, the Fiscal himself admits (1st Report, p. 32,) to 
have the proof of his complaint " visible on his posteriors," and the 
charge of forcing the slaves to work on the Sundays is fully admitted 
by the son of their mistress, the manager of her estate. ( ib, p. 54.) In 
the FiscaFs anxiety to exculpate this lady, he suggests a very charitable, 
but untenable construction of a part of the evidence, given in the Ist 
Report, (p. 61.) Her sun had said, that " David had been flogged 
under his feet with tamarind rods, on account of his back being cut 
up,** Oh, says the Fiscal, " this does not imply that the negro's 
back was sore from any punishment he had received from Mrs. Sanders, 
but in order to shame David.'* He ought, however, to have told us 
why flogging on the feet should be regarded, by the poor slave in Ber- 
bice, as more shameful than flogging on those parts which, every where 
else, it is thought the most shameful to expose and lacerate. 
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3. The next case is that of four women, on Plantation Guilderland. 
(See Slave Colonies, p. 106, and the Fiscal's Ist Report, p. 13.) The 
result which was withheld in the first report is now given. " The Fiscal," 
we are told, " has a perfect recollection ;" (the occurrence, be il remem- 
bered, had taken place seven years before ; we may therefore fairly dis- 
trust the perfectness of his recollection, in a case where his own charac- 
ter is at stake, and where there can be no fear of contradiction.) " The 
Fiscal has a perfect recollection of having attended on Plantation Guil- 
derland, in consequence of these complaints, which were greatly exag^ 
gerated" He does not state in what respect they were exaggerated, or 
what proof there was of exaggeration. " He examined the field work, and 
found that, on such of the coffee-beds as were weeded by women having 
children, there was on each such bed additional hands.'' Now, though 
this may have been the case on the day on which the Fiscal visited the 
estate, how can he certainly infer from that circumstance, that on the 
previous days to which alone the complaint of the women related, it 
had not been otherwise ? The only evidence he adduces, in answer to 
the heavy charges preferred by the four women, (namely, that they, 
though suckling or pregnant, had been driven to keep up with the gang, 
and punished for failing,) is that of the parlies accused, — the driver and 
the overseer. After hearing this evidence, " the Fiscal interposed bis 
authority, directing that the children, in future, be given in charge of 
careful nurses; and the complaint was herewith dismissed." Nothing 
can be more unsatisfactory than such a result of such a case, even upon 
the Fiscal's own shewing. 

4. The case of Jane (Slave Colonies, p. 106, and 1st Report, p. 14.) 
is thus explained: On the 10th of February, 1826, (seven years after 
the transaction had occurred) Mi\ Bourmester, the master of Jane, ** is 
required to attend at the FiscaFs office, and inquired of," (there being 
evidently no record remaining) " if he had any remembrance of the 
result of this investigation, he having answered it on behalf of his 
house-keeper, Grace. He stated, that he perfectly recollected the case 
to have been exaggerated ;*' (doubtless, that would be his impression,) 
** but not having been able to prove to the Fiscal' s satisfaction, that 
the complaint of the negress Jane was unfounded,* the Fiscal had in- 
sisted on his paying a fine on behalf of Grace ;" — the amount of which 
fine is not mentioned. 

5. The next is tK'^t shocking case of the negress Minkie. No one 
who has once read it L*»n have forgotten it. It will be found at p. 107, 
of the Slave Colonies, and p. 14, of the 1st Report of the Fiscal. 
This Minkie is the wretched creature of whom the Fiscal says, that she 
exhibited her posteriors, which were covered with a plaister, and lace- 
rated to that degree that the Court directed her not to uncover it. The 
result of this case, which is now given us for the first time in the 2nd 

* This is a very peculiar mode of stating that a complaint was fully proved ; for if it had not been 
proved, Mr. Bourmester would not have been fined. Jane had been sick ; she. had had a blbter on her 
belly ; she was still ill ; she had been kicked and beat with pieces of crab*wood ; and in this state 
made to work. She produced two living witnesses to the truth of her complaint, besides the still less 
dubious evidence of her emaciated figure, and blistered and beaten body. No wonder tiien« tiiat Mr. 
Bourmester should fail in satisfying the Fiscal that the complaint was unfounded. 
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Report (p. 1 0,) furnishes another most striking illustration of the cruel 
and oppressive nature of the West India system, and which alone was 
wanting to complete the picture of horror which the previous details of 
it had presented. " His Honour, the President, and the Court," we 
are told, ** were highly indignant at the treatment of this female. No 
evidence, however, could be obtained to convict the proprietor (Mr. 
Jones) of having inflicted a severer punishment than that prescribed by 
law'' It is added, " the Court are fully satisfied that the unfortu- 
nate female slave has been flogged in a most severe and cruel manner^ 
and to her sufferings, by her master's own confession'' (who indeed, 
seemed to glory in his barbarity)*' was added the breaking of her mouth 
in a most brutal manner." Her master was then directed to take her 
from the custody of the under sheriffs on payment of the fees. She 
was returned, that is to say, into the power of this monster, by order of 
the Court. 

Now, consider all the horrors of this clear and unambiguous case of 
cruelty, and the impunity which has attended it, and then say, whether 
the detestable system of law which can screen such conduct (not denied, 
but avowed) from justice, is any longer to be endured. That we should 
have endured it so long, may well make us tremble when we recollect 
that God is the avenger of the desolate and oppressed. 

But the savage malter was not proved, it seems, to have offended 
against the law^ — ^this is true ; nay, he had done nothing more than the 
law expressly authorises every master to do. At his own caprice, for 
no earthly crime that even he himself could specify, he lacerated " in 
a most severe and cruel manner," the naked body of this unprotected 
and unoffending female ; but so loDg as it could not be proved tliat the 
number of stripes exceeded thirty-nine, however " well they were laid 
on," to use his own brutal expression of triumph ; however deep they 
cut into the fleshy and though he broke her mouth besides ; — no punish- 
ment could reach him ; nay, the law, (what a disgusting mockery of 
law !) the law actually protected and sanctioned his crime. And yet, 
says Mr. Bennet, the Fiscal, and we believe him, '* in none of his Ma- 
jesty's colonies are the slaves better treated than in this." Let the full 
import of these words be weighed. We have been told, by no mean 
authority in colonial matters,* as a palliation of these evils, that atroci- 
ties are perpetrated in England as well as in the West Indies ; but we 
challenge all the advocates of the colonial system, whether in or out of 
office, to produce any case, be it in law or practice, which will bear 
the remotest comparison to this transaction. It deserves to be well 
studied. It is an admirable illustration of the innate flagitiousness of 
that abominable institution, which still finds so many plausible and cold 
blooded advocates among us, and which, owing to their false and delu- 
sive statements, is still permitted to flourish in most mischievous vigour 
in one of the fairest portions of the British Dominions. 

6. Tommy's case is not adverted to in the pamphlet called the Slave 

• How deeply did we regret to hear Lord Bathurst, himself, in his reply to Lord Suffield, on the 17th 
•f April, 1826, having recourse to such an argument as thb ! See also, a pamphlet entitled. The West I 
Qae»ti«a practically ceusidered. 
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ColoDies, but it will be found at p. 9, of the Figcal't first report. 
Tommy, a cooper, had been flogged, not, it seems, in the opinion of the 
Fiscal who inspected him, with any peculiar severity, thoygh after the 
flogging, his buttocks had been washed with brine, and he locked up in 
this state of laceration every night in Uie stocks. Let any one but picture 
to himself the torture a poor wretch must endure confined in the stocks, 
night after night, with the very part of his body which a sitting posture 
must chiefly aflect, lacerated with the cart-whip ; and this torture in- 
flicted, not by' any grave judicial sentence, but by the caprice of a 
certain Mr. William Fraser, himself accuser, judge, jailor, and execu- 
tioner. When Tommy, however, was flogged, a white man happened 
to be present, who had taken the pains, after a time, to count the lashes. 
His testimony is thus given : Tommy had appropriated to himself, in 
the boiling house, where he was at work, about half a pound of sugar.* 
" Mr. Fraser ordered the drivers. Tommy, and Acarra, to flog cooper 
Tommy. He was tied down to stakes and flogged. To the best of my 
knowledge he received ^r^y-onc lashes: I counted them. He appeared 
much cut. I have seen negroes flogged before, but never with so much 
severity. / did not count the previous cracks of the whip^* (Tommy 
had affirmed that a hundred lashes were given him,) ^^ but the forty-one 
lashes, which I can correctly speak of I counted as those which cut him 
on the bottom*' Thus far the Fiscal's first report went. In his present 
report, he gives us the result. This result consists partly of a letter 
from the Fiscal, dated 10th February, 1826, (seven years after the 
investigation had taken place,) announcing to William Fraser, that, 
having punished his slave Tommy excessively, he must pay a fine of 
300 guilders, with sixty-nine guilders for costs. If there be no mistake 
in the date of the Fiscal's letter, it would appear as if the infliction of 
the fine had only been thought of in consequence of the clamour excited, 
in this country, by that gentleman's first report. But even supposing 
it to be otherwise, how strongly does the circumstance mark the capri- 
cious inequality of the law ! The master of Minkie receives no punish- 
ment, because, notwithstanding all the other aggravating circumstances 
of the case, it cannot be proved that he exceeded thirty-nine stripes. 
Mr. Fraser is fined because it is proved that he inflicted two more than 
that number. But that this punishment should have been sustained by 
him not in 1819, but, as the Fiscal's letter would indicate, in 1826, is 
not a little extraordinary. Notwithstanding however, the grossness of 
the case, and the very disproportionate severity of the punishment, had 
Mr. Fraser spared the two last strokes of the whip, he would not have 
bad one guilder to pay. 

7. The case of Brutus is given at p. 108, of the Slave Colonies, and 
at p. 30, of the Fiscal's I st Report. It is the case of a father, who 
alleged he had been flogged for having refused to subject a young girl, 
his daughter, to the manager's lust. The result of this atrocious case is 
now given. The manager, Robert Macdermott, denied having flogged 

• The value of half a pound of sugar in Demerara is about one penny and one farthing. It is as if a 
person in this country, employed to gather apples or pears in an orchard had put two or three into bif 
pocket to give to his duldren at home. Two drivers were required (o punish this enormous offence. 
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firutUB on any other account but the neglect of duty. The particular 
neglect however, is not specified for which he had flogged him. With this 
exception, he does not deny any one of the facts of the case. He does 
not deny, that is to say, that on the Friday he asked Brutus to prosti- 
tute his daughter to him ; that Brutus refused to do so ; and that on 
the next day, Saturday, he flogged Brutus. He does not deny this : he 
only says, the flogging was not for the refusal of his daughter's person, but 
for neglect of duty. The moral presumptions, however, were so strong 
against him on this point, and independently of this, his actual and 
admitted delinquencies had been so flagrant, that we might at least 
have expected he would have been removed from the estate. No such 
thing : the Fiscal refers the matter, it seems, to the attorney of the 
estate, Mr. Bethune. Mr. Bethune assures the Fiscal, as we are now 
told, " that he had been on the estate, and had used every endeavour to 
discover if Brutus had received punishment on account of his having 
refused his daughter to the manager, but had failed; and on the 
assurance of the attorney, that, if this charge could have been brought 
home, he would have instantly discharged the manager from the estate, 
the Fiscal forbore inquiry, after admonishing the manager on his con- 
duct." Oh, most lame and impotent conclusion ! The Fiscal deputes 
the duty of investigation in this atrocious transaction to another, an 
extra-judicial person, perhaps a friend of the accused, and, on his 
neutral statement, he himself forbears all further inquiry He even 
takes no pains to ascertain the crime for which this poor old man had 
actually been flogged. In short, the only evidence produced in oppo- 
sition to the direct and consistent testimony of several witnesses on the 
other side, fully establishing the overt acts, and to all the probabilities 
of the case, is a mere negation, unsubstantiated by any one circumstance 
whatever, on the part of the accused, of the motive attributed to him ; 
while his statement on this point is divested of all claim to credit by the 
admitted profligacy of his whole conduct. And yet, on such grounds, 
does the official protector of the slaves forbear all further inquiry into 
this aggravated case of injury and outrage. 

8. The case of seven slaves, belonging to Mr. Elwes, will be found at 
p. 109, of the Slave Colonies, and p. 17, of the Fiscal's 1st Report. 
The case is one of very peculiar aggravation. The result is contained in 
a letter from the Fiscal to the President of the Court of Criminal 
Justice, in which he states that he found the complaints of compulsory 
labour on the Sunday, and of harsh treatment, fully substantiated. " I 
therefore, prohibited him," he says, ** from insisting on their doing work 
on Sunday.*' " I also prohibited the further use of the Carracarra, in 
the presence of the gang; and directed that if these orders were not 
punctually obeyed, they should cause the sante to be represented to the 
next Burgher OflScer." No penalty of any kind was exacted in this case 
of varied outrage, and of admitted violation of Colonial law. 

9. We now come to the case of the four negroes of Mr. Katz, which is 
stated in The Slave Colonies, p. 109, and in the FiscaFs Report, p. 19. 
In the Fiscal's second Report^ the statement contained in the Jirst 
is repeated without variation or addition; why, we know not. We 
naturally expected to find some good reason given for the Fiscal's hav- 
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ing punished the complainants, one with iifty, and three with seventy- 
five lashes each, in his own presence, in the market place. But no 
reason is given that is at all satisfactory. One of the complainants is 
said to hdive prevaricated y but even if seventy-five lashes were deemed an 
adequate infliction for an act of prevarication, (the particulars of which 
are not stated,) yet the four ought not to have been pnnished for the pre- 
varication of one. The testimony against them, and on which they were 
thus severely lacerated, was the testimony also of the accused parties, 
and that not given on oath. 

10. The case of seven negroes belonging to Rosehall, (Slave Colonies, 
p. 110, and 1st Report, p. 20.) is repeated verbatim. The only addi- 
tion is a note from the Fiscal to the Burgher Officer of the district, 
desiring him " to visit the plantation, and investigate the complaint, 
and if the grievance does exist, afford redress ; or, if unfounded^ direct 
suck punishment as the case may appear to require.'* We are left in the 
dark as to the result From the tenor, however, of the Fiscal's com- 
munication to the Burgher Officer, he appears to have most unfairly 
prejudged the case. On the ground of a letter from the manager, the 
very man of whose oppression the slaves complained, the Fiscal deems it 
prohablcy that " the complaint is unfounded^*' and refers the complainants, 
with the weight of this most unwarranted prejudication hanging over 
them, to the decision of his delegate. 

11. The next case has made much noise in the world, and has led to 
much abuse of Lord Suffield and others, for having cited it precisely as 
it stands in the Fiscal's first Report. It is the case of Rosa or Roosje, 
whom the manager, Mr. Grade, had ordered the driver to flog ** till the 
blood should fly out." She was then far advanced in pregnancy; and 
was delivered three days after of a dead child. (Slave Colonies, p. 110, 
and first Report, p. 25-27.) In the second Report, which we expected 
would have explained away the whole affair, we have a mere repetition 
of the chief details contained in the first. As this case has been adduced 
as a proof of unfairness on the part of the abolitionists, we will give 
the whole of it as stated in the later and deliberately amended report of 
the Fiscal. The grossness of the details must be excused in consider- 
ation of their importance. 

*' Roosje states, she was sent to pick coffee in the logies, by order of the 
manager ; she represented to him she was too big (too far advanced in preg- 
nancy) to stoop. Manager directed her to comply with the order ; she went and 
picked coffee* on her knees. At eleven o'clock our work was examined, and th^ 
manager directed the driver, Sondag, to flog ns ; it was done with the whip 
doubled. When Sondag, the driver, came to me, he said to the manager, this 
woman is rather big with child ; the manager leplied, give it to her till the blood 
flies out. I was flogged with the carracarras. This happened on Friday : I 
went to the field on Saturday. I told the (^river I could not work as I had a 
pain in my loins : he directed me to go to the manager, I did go, and was sent 
to the hospital ; remained there a day ; the doctor examined me, and said there 
was nothing the matter w\th me, and that sitting down was not good. I went to 
the field, was put upon a row with another to help me ; on Sunday evening I 
miscarried ; 1 was five months gone with child ; the labour was heavy ; the mid- 

• " I^ piciinff here alluded to," the Fiscal observes ^"^ is not in the fields, but sorting of the cured coffe* 
ill the logics, prepanttray to its being shipped.** 
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wife had to force the child from me ; the child was dead, one eye was out, the 
arm broken, and a stripe visible over the head, which must have been done by 
the whip doubled. The doctor came to attend me on Monday morning ; the 
child was not seen by him, it was buried ; he prescribed for me ; the child was 
Been by Ariaantje, Claartje, and Mary Anne; I was assisted by sister Claartje; 
the regular midwife, Mary Anne, did not attend me, as I was taken suddenly ; 
she was sent for, however, and saw the child. 

*^ The evidence of J. H. E^nhuys, assistant surgeon to Pr. Westerveld, prac- 
titioner and medical attendant of plantation L'Esperance, states, that he 
visited the woman Roosje, early in the morning of the 14th March : she informed 
me she had miscarried the evening before ; I examined, and prescribed for her. 
A few days previous to this occurrence, I saw Roosje in the sick house, she was 
complaining, and pregnant. I thought, between ti^ree and four months gone 
with child. I experience that many women miscarry from not taking exercise, 
and contracting lazy habits : thinking this was the case with her, I directed her 
to take exercise. I did not see the child, I believe it was buried. I enquired if 
she had been delivered of the after birth, and being informed by the midwife and 
an old woman she had, I directed something for Roosje, and went away. 

'' Evidence of Sondag, driver of plantation L'Esperance, states, that the 
women were put to pick coffee, a certain quantity was required, which was not 
got. The overseer told me, by order of Mr. Grade, the manager, I was to 
range the women oat on the plankier, and told me to begin and flog them from 
one to another ; I began, and went on till I came to the woman Roosje, I gave 
them about twelve or tiiirteen stripes with the whip doubled ; on coming to 
Roosje, I observed to the manager this woman war pregnant; the manager said, 
go on, that was not my busii^ess : I did so, she did not get more than the rest ; 
I did not flog her with a carracarras, it had broken before I came to her : she 
received her punishment with the whip doubled. She miscarried a few nights 
after this punishment took place ; it was inflicted at bi eakfast time, at eleven 

o'clock. I did not see the child. Claar^e told me the child was in . 

The question being put to him, < Whether the manager on his (the driver's) re- 
presentation, that Roosje was pregnant, had made use of the words, never mindy 
flog her till the blood comes ;* he replied, * yes, he did.* 

" Evidence of Jonas, Mary Anne, Ariaantje, George, and Claartje, all belong- 
ing to L'Esperance, heard and corroborated the circumstances in the statement 
made by Roosje."* 

* The evidence which is here merely referred to, is too important to be omitted, especially as this case 
has been made the occasion of so much acrimonioiis and illiberal attack on the abolitionists. It is a* 
follows. (See Fiscal's first Report, p. 26 and 27.) 

*' Evidence of the negro woman Mariana, states, I was sent for in the night to come to Rosa, who was 
taken in labour, (trouble had come I went. She was not yet delivered. I assbted another woman to 
deliver her. The child's arm was broken ; one eye out, bruised, and sunk in the head. It was a fine male 
child, quite formed, in every respect perfect. Thinks the child was more than five months, from its per- 
fect form and appearance. Claartje and George reported it to the manager, that Roosje had miscarried^ 
and he gave no directions respecting it. I buried it. The child was seen by the fatiier and mother, and 
two otiiier women, Claartje and Ariantje. Roosje told the doctor the state the child was in. He replied, 
" I suppose you have been eating green pines." Roosje denied it, saying, it was from the flogging 
she got. 

** Evidence of Ariantje ; states, that Roosje is her sister; was called in the night to come to Rooqe 
who was in labour : I went I got there before Mariana. When the child came, it was a male, perfect ; 
the arm broken, the eye out, the head broken, and bruised. After the miscarriage, I went away. Being 
asked why she had not mentioned it to the manager, the doctor, or the Burgher officer, she said it was not 
her business: 

** Evidence of (>eorge ; states, he is husband to Roosje ; corroborates her evidence as to the flogging she 
received, and the expressions used by the manager to the driver about flogging her (till the Mood came.> 
This happened on Thursday. Sunday night she miscarried. Hie chUd was a male, perfisct : it was bon^ 
dead ; fte arm was broken, one of the eyes out, and the bead broised. States tiiis to have been ooca- 
sioued by blows Us wife received from the driver with the doubled whip. Reported this miscwrriageto 
Mr. Grade, but did not mention to bun the state it was in. Roosje told the doctor, who replied, ' You 
must tell a lie ; you have been eating greed pines, I believe.* Inquired why he had not gone to com* 
plain either to the Burgher oflicer or Fiscal: says, he was cook, and, could not leave his work. Being 
re-examined, he said, he told Mr. Grade the child's- arm was broken ; and tibat it was in consequence ot 
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Lord Suffield was charged over and over again with misrepresenta* 
tion and exaggeration in his statement of this case : his representation 
of it, however, actually fell below that which stands recorded in the 
Fiscal's book. Besides, not one of the facts there detailed are at all 
questioned, whatever doubt niay exist as to the causes assigned for the 
child's mutilation. These may have been incorrectly assigned : of that, 
we are no judges. We give the Fiscal's own report of the facts as 
they stand on the uncontradicted and consistent evidence of eight 
individuals. 

In his first Report the Fiscal left us in entire ignorance of the remit 
of this investigation. The present rei)ort, to our surprise, is equally 
defective. All he states respecting it is this : " The Fiscal deemed it 
his duty to bring the complaint before the Court of Criminal Justice, 
and after collecting all the evidence and information that could be 
obtained, he filed his criminal demand against C. J. Grade, which with 
the Court's sentence in the above cause, is hereunto attached." (2ttd 
Report, p. 16.) The fact is, however, that these documents are not 
given. We have searched every line of this report for them in vain. 
We are still, therefore, left in utter ignorance of the punishment which 
Berbice justice may have inflicted on Mr. Grade; or whether he has 
received any measure of punishment whatever, for the enormities so 
clearly proved against him. 

12. Another case is that of two slaves on an estate of Mr. Katz. 
(Slave Colonies, p. 109, 110, and 1st Report, p. 46. and 58.) With 
respect to one of them, the defence of that gentleman is, that Amster- 
dam, the negro whom his manager had so heavily punished, that even 
the Fiscal, no novice in these matters, on inspecting his posteriors,* 
pronounced him to have had "a severe flogging^** was not. the properly 
of Mr. Katz, but merely hired by him ; as if this circumstance extenu- 
ated, and did not rather aggravate the cruelty. 

The defence set up witli respect to the other slave, named Mur- 
phy, is a perfect juggle, well calculated to impose on the careless 
reader. Murphy*s complaint to the Fiscal bears date the 7th July, 
1823. (Fiscal's 1st Report, p. 58.) For making some noise, he says, 
*' I was locked up, both legs in the stocks, extended as far as they could 

the flogging she got. Mr. Grade said, ' It is a lie.' The overseer was present. The manager asked him 
Slow his wife had miscarried, he rq[>lied, ' It was from the flogging you gave her,' Manager said, ' You 
lie, I did not flog her.' Overseer said, ' I did not either.' I said, if neither of you did, who did then t 
Says his wife has had seven cliildren for him, and never miscarried before. 

" Evidence of Claartje ; states, that she is sbter of Roosje, was sent for at night to Roosje, who was 
taken in labour. The child was born dead. It was a male, perfect; the arm was broken, one eye 
bruised, and hurt; it could be seen it was done with the whip, and the hand broken. The father reported 
its death. Manager said, to bury it. The father dug the grave. Marianne took it out. She did not tell 
the manager of the state of the child, thinking Marianne would do it. George mentioned it to Mr. 
Grade ; does not know what he said. 

" Justus Von Steiniss, overseer ; I was present when the women were ranged out in the drogery, they 
were flogged by Zondag. Mr. Grade said, if they did not pick coffee enough, he, the driver would be 
confined in the stocks. I saw him punish some of the women ; Mr* Grade was not inresent ; did not hear 
Zondag say any thing to Mr. Grade as to the child having a broken arm : never said any thing to him 
himself." 

* What a singi-jlar state of society is that of the West Indies, where pne of the grand qualifications of a 
judge must be his skill in counting the number, and ascertaining the length and depth of the incisi<m 
made on the posteriors of the men and women that come before him ! Is there not enough in this Siiogle 
circumstance, and in the careless, perfunctory, ofl'-hand manner, in which it is perpetually adv^ted to* 
to excite the unmingled disgust of every feeling miud, and to deepen the conviction of the necessity of an 
WHTly and radical reformation of the system.? 
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be. In this position, I was kept all Sunday and Monday. On that 
evening I made my escape, and came to complain.*' " Did you go to 
your master, Mr. Katz," asks the Fiscal, *' to complain ?" " No, I did 
not ;" answers Murphy, " and my reason was, that three negroes had 
gone tq complain to Mr. Kalz, and without sending for the manager 
they were flogged and sent back, and the next day one of them was 
again flogged by the manager." The Fiscal, in his manifest anxiety to 
exculpate Mr. Katz from all imputation on his treatment of his slaves, 
brings against Murphy, as a justification of the above proceeding, a 
charge of mutiny, supported by the affidavit of two of Mr. Katz's over- 
seers. It is somewhat singular, however, that he should not have taken 
care to produce an accordance in the dates, at least, of the different 
documents. Now the affidavit in question is dated on the 1 2th of 
August, 1823, and refers to a disturbance which the two deponents 
swear to have taken place on the 2nd of that month, nearly four weeks 
after the FisQ^l had heard, and disposed of, that complaint of Murphy 
which alone was in question. The two cases, therefore, cannot be the 
same, but necessarily must be perfectly distinct, though the Fiscal 
strangely confounds them. The sentence he pronounced on Murphy, 
in the latest case of the two, will certainly not be blamed for its leniency* 
" He was punished with fifty lashes i and worked in chains attached to 
his ancles for three monthsJ' We shall be glad to learn after this, what 
was the punishment inflicted on Mr. Grade, in the case of Roosje. 

13. On the case of Laura, (Slave Colonies, p. Ill, and Fiscal's 1st 
Report, p. 24.) no new light is thrown. 

14. The complaint of Philip and Leander, (Slave Colonies, p. Ill, 
and 1st Report, p. 45.) that the manager of Bertingdigheid, Mr. 
Luyken, had killed all their hogs, stands uncontradicted. The Fiscal, 
however, while he professes to regret this harsh proceeding, is at great 
pains to extenuate, if not vindicate it. We hear much, from the West 
Indian party, of the right of property conceded to slaves, if not by law, 
yet by custom. Here, however, we have an instance of a manager 
destroying their whole stock of hogs by his own mere fiat; and not 
only is he not called to indemnify them for the loss, but the official 
protector of the slaves vindicates the act. If, in this country, a man is 
guilty of any undue severity to animals trespassing on his grounds, the 
proprietor may bring his action for the injury. What remedy can a 
slave have against his master or manager? The law affords no redress 
whatsoever. We are told of the indolence of the slaves, and of their un- 
willingness to make any effort to better their condition, — can we wonder 
at the fact? Here great efforts had been made, and a valuable property 
had been accumulated, which, in one hour, is annihilated by the merci- 
less and irresistible act of the petty despot of the plantation, whose will 
in this case is law. 

15. The complaint of the negress Jenny, (Slave Colonies, p. 1 12, and 
1st Report, p. 45, 46.) detailing a most atrocious case, we are now told 
by the Fiscal, was referred by him to the Court of Criminal Justice. 
" His criminal demand and conclusion having been filed, the honour- 
able Court decreed the sentence hereunto annexed." Again, however, 
the Fiscal has disappointed us ; the documents which he professes to 
give are not annexed ; we are therefore still left in utter ignorance of 
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the result of this most aggrarated case. Jenny was pregnant; her 
mistress, Mrs. Elizabeth Atkinson, (her name deserves to be recorded) 
tied her up and beat her, then kicked her, and trampled on her belly, 
locked her hands and feet in the stocks, and beat her again. In half 
an hour the poor creature miscarried. Her child, Philip, was also ex- 
tremely ill treated^ and not allowed to come near her. The child was 
exhibited to the Fiscal, **with marks of severe flogging over the whole 
body.'' We wish the Fiscal had told us what the punishment was which this 
inhuman mistress was made to undergo, or whether she received any. 

16. The Fiscal attempts to defend himself for his severe conduct 
towards one of Mr. Calmer's negroes, (See Slave Colonies, p. 113, and 
his 1 St Report, p. 46, 47.) but he gives no proof in his defence but his 
own assertion, he himself being the party implicated. The complaints 
of the negro against Mr. Calmer, which were of a very revolting kind, 
are wholly unnoticed, and we conclude, therefore, that they led to the 
infliction of no fine on that gentleman. 

17. The complaints of General Murray's negroes (Slave' Colonies, p. 
113, 114, and 1st Report, 49, 50,66.) are said to have been ''greatly 
exaggerated,** These words run glibly from the pen, but no proof or 
even specification of the exaggeration is given. By way of exculpating 
General Murray, the Fiscal states that Hopkins, the manager, was dis* 
missed for his misconduct. (See 2nd Report, p. 28.) But if so, how 
will the Fiscal vindicate himself for having inflicted seventy-five lashes 
on two of the complainants against this man, merely because they failed 
to prove their complaints ; (See 1st Report, p. 50.) and although he 
had previously been obliged to reprimand Hopkins for his cruelty to the 
slaves placed under him. (t6. p. 49.) There is scarcely any one of 
the cases detailed in this remarkable report, which shews more strongly 
the oppressive and untractable nature of the slave system than this veiy 
case of Governor Murray, when it is carefully examined ; nor any in 
which the Fiscal appears to less advantage. 

18. The complaints against William Ross, (Slave Colonies, p. 114. 
116, and 1st Report, p. 60 and 58.) are dismissed in the same sum- 
mary, and most unsatisfactory manner, only that we now learn, for the 
first time, that the complainants were punished, we are not told how or 
wherefore. This might have been anticipated indeed, from the Fiscal's 
prejudicatin^ instructions to his deputy ; instructions so framed (See 
Slave Colonies, p. 116.) as almost infallibly to ensure such a result. 

19. The complaint against Mr. Spangenburg, (Slave Colonies, p. 1 1 1 , 
and 1st Report, p. 37.) is met in the present Report, (p. 18.) merely by 
a statement of the accused, without any attempt at proof, lauding his 
own management, and denying the charge of over-working, of under- 
feeding and clothing, and of cruelly treating his slaves, which had been 
preferred against him. 

20. The case of Scipio (1st Report, p. 11.) is repeated in the 2nd 
Report, (p. 19.) without the slightest variation ; why, is not very ob- 
vious. 

21. The complaints of the negroes on Plantation Berenstein, are 
simply said to have been ** greatly exaggerated**' 

22. The complaints of the negroes of Plantation Profit, (Slave Colo- 
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nies, p. 117, and 1st Report, p. 64.) are said to have been refuted. 
The medical practitioner denied that he had neglected the sick ; and the 
result is, that the complainants having ^^ failed to prove any part of 
their statements, two of them were flogged, by the FiscaTs order.'* 
This is West India justice ! And yet on the face of the very fact* 
brought forward by the Fiscal, as exculpatory of the mioiager, Mr. 
Hutchinson, and the attorney, Mr. Munro, m«ch of the complaints of 
the slaves is satisfactorily established. Tbey complained, on the 27th 
of October, 1823, of a want of clothing. The refutation of this charge 
consists in a statement, that on the 22nd of March, 1822, more than nine- 
teen months before the diite of the complaint, each man had had a jacket, 
a hat, one yard of Salampore, and four yards of Osnaburgh ; and each 
woman a jacket, a hat, five yards checks, and five yards of Osnaburgh. 
And this was theirclothing for nineteen months ! ! Again their complaint 
of a want of salt fish, is answered by an evasive statement, that in forty- 
three weeks, 10181 lb. of fish had been purchased for the estate. How 
much of it was distributed is not stated, and yet the complaint was not 
that fish had not been purchased, but that, though it had been purchased^ 
and there was fish on the estate, it was not distributed. But, even if 
the whole which was purchased had been distributed, it would only have 
afforded the regular allowance of three pounds a week to seventy-eight 
slaves. Now we understand, (if we are wrong in this fact, the Fiscal 
can set us right,) the number of slaves attached to the estate is at least 
double this amount. But clothing, it was said, was coming from Eng- 
land, and if the slaves had waited a little longer they would have been 
supplied. Still their complaint of an actual want of clothing is only the 
better established by this apology ; and to flog them, therefore, for 
making that complaint, seems a most monstrous act of injustice. 

Having now gone through the various particulars of the Fiscal's at- 
tempted vindication, we would take a general view of the facts attend- 
ing it. 

A motion was made in the House of Commons for a return of the 
proceedings of the Fiscal of Berbice, in regard to the complaints of 
masters and slaves respectively, during the preceding ten years. 
The return embraced only four of those years, namely, from 1819 to 
1823. In by far the majority of the cases specified in this return, (in at 
least we may say three-fourths of them,) the Fiscal gave the facts as 
they stood in his minutes of evidence, without stating the decision to 
which he had come on a full consideration of those facts. Of about fifty 
cases to which his decision was annexed, it appears, that only nine 
were so far decided in favour of the complainants as that they escaped 
punishment, for having failed to prove their allegations ; and, in forty- 
one cases, the complainants underwent severe punishment by the sen- 
tence of the Fiscal, on the ground that their complaints were either un- 
founded or exaggerated ; in short, that they had not been fully proved. 
Out of this immense number of cases, therefore, even with the aid of the 
Fiscal's second report, we, as yet, know certainly only of nine in which 
the complainants were not sentenced to punishment ; and in which, 
therefore, the judgment of the Fiscal must, on the whole, be considered 
as favourable to them. But of these nine, we, as yet, know certainly of 
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only THREE where any punishment has been inflicted on the persons 
proved to have been guilty.* 

But this was not all. The Report contained a vast variety of details, 
stated in evidence before the Fiscal, and minuted by him, to which no 
contradiction was given, or even doubt appended, but which it was 
utterly impossible to peruse without feeling, in common with Lord 
Seaford (late Mr. C. R. Ellis,) the most unmingled horror and disgust. 
It was to be presumed, and we conceive is still to be presumed, that 
these uncontradicted statements are substantially true ; especially as 
by far the most atrocious and horrific of them are incontestably proved, 
^nd also admitted to have been true. Taking, however, such only into 
account as have been thus established, they have not only confirmed all 
that the abolitionists had asserted of the nature and effects of West 
India Slavery, but they have actually surpassed every thing which their 
fear of being charged with exaggeration had permitted them to attribute 
to that system. Those who doubt this have only to point out the single 
work of the Anti-Slavery Society, which can bear a moment's comparison 
with the Berbice Fiscal's official report, in exciting the abhorrence and in- 
dignation of the reader, as he peruses its unvarnished details. To the sick- 
ening influence of those details on the mind, no declamation can add force. 
They beggar the most intense epithets ; and produce an impression, 
which no description, however eloquent, could hope to rival in poign- 
ancy and effect. And it is the climax of these horrors that most of 
them are not only not judicially punished, but are not legally punishable. 

Then these transactions are recent. We had been accused of refer- 
ring for our facts only to obsolete times. And, when quitting details, we 
took our stand on those impregnable general principles, which are of all 
times and countries, we were met with hardy affirmations of such im- 
provements in the treatment of the slave, as placed him in point of com- 

* It is impossible not to be struck with this very suspicious disproportion between the measures of 
punishment wherewith master and slave are visited ; altiiough the slave is, in almost all the cases, not 
the accused, but the accuser ; nay, the vohattmr^ accuser of his master or ipanager, under circumstances 
which might well deter him from complaint, unless driven to it by flas^raAt and intolerable oppression. 
One would have thought that the known liability of the slave to be remanded m tvery case (we speak of 
Berbice,) even where the complaint had proved to be well founded, into the power of an irritated owner 
<Nr overseer, would have operated with sufficient force to deter him fmta rash or groundless charges ; 
and that the fifty or seventy-five lashes, by which it S4q;>ears to be so much the ordinary practice of the 
Fiscal to vbit the complainant, might be spared. Let us reflect what the case would be with appren- 
tices, or journeymen, or labourers, or servants in this country, if on every occasion of complaint, either 
of harsh usage, or of breach of contract in which they might fail to make out their case in evidence, 
they were liable to the tread-mill, or to whipping, or to a heavy fine ; and this too, not after a regular 
charge, examination, and trial, with the usual formalities, and the usual opportunities of exculpation 
and defence ; but on the ground of the incidental discovery, by the magistrate, on the trial of another 
person, of some unexplained difierence between the charge and the evidence adduced to support it The 
prosecutor is thus placed in greater peril than the defendant. Such a princq>le is utterly uqjust, and we 
shall never cease to lift our voices against it, whilst it continues to pollute and disgrace our Colonial 
statute books. How deeply do we lament that Hb Magestsr^s Government should have so hastily given 
their sanction in the Trinidad Order in Council, to such a principle as this ! It is directly at war with 
those better principles which have been so clearly enounced by Lord Bathurst in various dispatches; 
and by Mr. Canning, Mr. Peel, and the Attorney General, in their speeches on Mr. Denman's motion in 
tiie House of Commons, respecting the Jamaica triab. These three agreed that, " it was indisptnsahU <# 
tka endt of juMtic* tkmt tktr* tkouU i*, both in form and mksutncet an equal administration of it to Uaek 
and white," And Lord Bathurst, over and over again, marks it as gross iiyustice to inflict a severer 
punbhment on a slave, " whose ignorance b an extenuation of hb guilt," than on tiiose *' for whose guilt 
no such extenua^m can be presumed." If slaves, indeed, prefer mdlieums complaints, let them be 
puobhed ; but then let it be after %» s^me foir and regular tnal and conviction which are required in 
similar cases in this country. 
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fort above the British peasant. In onr misplaced philanthropy, we 
were^ told, that we were actually wresting from the happy negro the 
enviable state of repose and prosperity which his benevolent owner had 
been employing the plenitude of his power to secure to him. " Look at 
the facts of the case," said they, tauntingly, " Listen to the Governors, 
the Judges, the Magistrates. Hear their unqualified eulogies, in one 
accord, proclaiming the tender and sympathizing and sleepless huma- 
nity of the master ; and the lively gratitude and confiding joyousness of 
the slave, who would not exchange his chains for freedom if he could." 
Alas ! alas ! that such an illusion could possibly, even for one moment, 
have influenced a single mind that is considerate enough to appreciate 
the necessary effects of despotic power both on master ^nd slave ! In 
whatever degree the illusion prevailed, it must have vanished before the 
Berbice Fiscal's report. We feared, however, that when the sudden 
and palpable effect on the public mind, produced by that report became 
known, we should look in vain for further reports of the same kind. 
But we did not sufficiently comprehend the obtuseness of feeling which 
a fr.miliarity with such scenes is calculated to generate :' for we have 
here a second Report from the same source, not drawn forth reluctantly 
like the first, by a mandate of the House of Commons, but spontaneously 
proposed by the Council of Berbice, and, in compliance with their re- 
quisition, furnished by the Fiscal, for the declared purpose of repelling 
the calumnies which some wicked persons in England had been so 
malignant as to vent against that pure, lovely, and beneficent system, 
denominated Negro Slavery. 

Of the success of the second report of the worthy Fiscal in accom- 
plishing its declared object, those who have accompanied us thus far are 
in a capacity to judge for themselves. But we do not anticipate one 
note of dissent, when we state that, for our own parts, we have risen 
from its perusal with every previous conviction of the enormity of the 
Colonial System deepened, and with every resolution to promote its 
early and final extinction strengthened. That vile system cannot last. 
The press may pour forth in the next year, as in the past, pamphlets 
rich in practical considerations. Voluminous reports, which no one 
reads, may again load the table of Parliament, and may again bring 
forward the very strongest physical reasons for coercing the labour of 
Africans in tropical lowlands. The changes may continue to be rung 
on the increase of national wealth, to be derived from this coerced 
labour, which it nevertheless requires the sacrifiqe of an immense sum 
annually on the part of the public to maintain. In this course we may 
possibly persist for some time longer, notwithstanding the misery and 
waste of our slave population, and the deep injury to our o%n manufacturers, 
which are its direct and inseparable consequences ; — but the day must 
arrive, and it cannot be far distant, when these refuges of lies will be 
swept away, and, in despite of all opposition, the oppressed slave, in 
every corner of the British dominions, will, at the persevering call of 
religion, humanity, and justice, be rescued from the yoke of his cruel 
bondage. May the Almighty hasten that happy period! 
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ON THE BOUNTIES AND PROTECTING DUTIES, AND THE RE- 
STRICTIONS ON TRADE, INTENDED FOR THE SUPPORT OP 
THE SLAVE SYSTEM. 

After a struggle of nearly twenty years for the abolition of th^ 
Slave Trade, and the lapse of nearly as many since its abolition, tha 
hopes that this measure would lead to an amelioration in the condition 
of the slaves in our Colonies, and finally to the extinction of Slavery 
itself, are still unfulfilled. After persevering endeavours for fifteen 
years to induce other nations to abandon that infamous traffic, we have 
the mortification to see that it is still carried on to a greater extent than 
ever ; and that, even in one of our own Colonies (the Mauritius) the 
laws enacted for its suppression are violated with impunity. Again ; after 
nearly four years of exertion for the mitigation and abolition of British 
Slavery, little has yet been done towards improving the condition of our 
miserable fellow-subjects who are held in bondage ; and no plan has yet 
been adopted for putting a period to that cruel state. The Government have 
tried, in vain, the methods of recommendation and persuasion with the 
difierent Colonies. Equally in vain have they held out to them " an ex- 
ample" in Trinidad. Three years have thus been consumed to no pur- 
pose. In the fourth they have sent out propositions of reform to the 
Colonial legislatures for their adoption^ rejection^ or modification. These 
bodies will, doubtless, avail themselves of the accommodating alternative 
of modification, and, keeping within its large scope, they may make 
specious and delusive alterations in their laws, without bettering, in any 
material degree, the condition of the slaves, or forwarding the period of 
.their enfranchisement. 

But even if our prospects of effectual reformation were much more 
flattering than they are, we ought to bear in mind that not one step hae 
been taken, nor has any thing specific been proposed by the Govern- 
ment for putting a final date, however distant, to Slavery in the British 
Colonies* For any thing which is yet in progress, or even distinctly afid 
' seriously propounded, Slavery may continue to pollute the national cha- 
racter for a century, or even for two centuries to come. 

It jwas^indt«d, at onf time, proposed by the friends of emancipation, that 
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all chilctren born after a certain day, should b^ entitled to their Ubertj; 
and it has also been proposed to purchase the women and make them 
free, their children, born afterwards, being, of course, free, likewise.* 
The difficulties which might atteiitl either of these plans, many very in- 
telligent persons believe might be easily obviated ; but little disposition 
has been evinced on the part of the Govemm«it and Parliament to sur- 
mount those difficulties, or resolutely to adopt any other definite plan 
for extinguishing Slavery in the British Colonies. Nor haa the country 
at large, though strongly desiring the final abolition of this evil, earnestly 
or concurrently urged the adoption of any such plan. 

Some of the West Indian advocates say that the negroes would not i 
labour, if made free, in situations where land is so abundant and cheap^ 
and where so little labour is necessary to supply their wanCs^ as in the 
Slave Colonies; and that the lands of Demerara especially cannot be 
cultivated by freemen until there is a vast increase of labourers. If, 
however, the Blacks are unwilling to work for more, or for much more 
than an adequate supply of their wants, they only resemble, in thia 
respect, the bulk of mankind, few of whom, either White or Black, are 
disposed to work hard without a powerful motive. But by what means 
do these gentlemen propose to obtain this increase of labourers? 
Not surely by a continuance of the present system of Slavery, under the 
operation of which, instead of an increase, there is a large annual 
decrease. Nor will they venture, it is presumed, to propose a renewal 
of the. African or even of the intercolonial Slave Trade. On their plan, 
tlierefore, we can never hope to see an end of Slavery, until cruelty shall 
have inflicted its final stroke by the destruction of the last of its victims. 

If then the extensive and fertile soil of Demerara is ever to be cultivated, 
it must be by free labourers, and the only way to obtain these is by the 
adoption of those measures of amelioration and emancipation, which were 
expected to have followed the abolition of the Slave Trade, and which 
are now invoked by the friends of that cause. These measures would, it 
may be hoped, produce such an increase in the slave population of our 
Colonies, as is now taking place among the slaves in the United States, 
and in our own Bahama Islands, and among the free Blacks ih Hayti 
and in Jamaica, and even among the slaves on a few estates in our own 
Colonies, where they are well and leniently treated. Such an increase 
would soon produce, in many of the smaller islands, a surplus of 
labourers. Enfranchisement would be the inevitable consequence, and 
the Blacks thus freed, like White men in thickly peopled countries, 
would emigrate ih search of employment, which they would be sure to 
find in such an extensive and fertile region as that of Demerara. 

The abolitionists looked forward, at the period of the Abolition, to an 
extinction of " Slavery in the Colonies, to be accomplished by the same 
happy means which formerly put an end to it in England, — namely, by a 
benign, though insensible revolution in opinions and manners; by the 
encouragement of particular manumissions ; and the progressive ame- 
lioration in the condition of the slaves, till it should glide insensibly into 
freedom ; — they looked, in short, to an emancipation, of which not the 
slaves, but the masters, should be the willing instruments or anthors/'^ 

/See Appendix to the Second Report of the Aoti-SlftVeTy SorietjTy p. 168; 
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JOiiippQiBteept h^ altettdfld the past; and difficultietf which ther^ 
seams'Klo Bufficient dispositioD in either the Government, or the P^urlia- 
ment, or even perhaps in th^ country to surmount, seem to darken the 
future. It is time, then, to examine the causes of this disappointment 
One of these causes may possibly have been an unwillingness, on the 
part of the abolitionists, to investigate sufficiently the nature of the diffir 
culties to be encountered. We need not be surprised that such an invesr 
ligation should not be immediately entered upon. We cannot wonder 
that a mind of any sensibility should rise from the perusal for example 
of such adeciMl as that of the Fiscal of Berbice, (commented upon in the 
last number of the Reporter,) with feelings of indignation, and should 
be struck with horror and disgust in the contemplation of the obduracy 
and blindness of persons who could exhibit such documents as a tri- 
umphant vindication of their conduct. We cannot wonder that bene- 
volent men contemplating such atrocities should say, *' Away with all 
calculations of profit and loss, of policy and impolicy. Beings epdued 
with reason, and especially Christtian Britons, can never suffer any such 
cold calculations to enter their minds. A system so full of abominatioi)S 
must be extinguished forthwith. A British public and a British Parlia- 
ment must not, and will not, suffer such enormities to continue, but will 
sweep them away at once« and for ever." In coming to such a conclusion, 
however, we should not sufficiently consider that interest is a more 
powerful motive with multitudes than justice and humanity ; and that, 
therefore, whilst any considerable number of persons conceive a parti- 
cular system to be profitable to them, it is not likely, without much 
opposicion, to be relinquished, because it is unjust. 

Is then the system of Colonial Slavery really a profitable system ? 
Abundant proof might easily be adduced to the contrary. But even 
were this wanting, we could not believe that the All-wise Creator and 
Governor of the world had, in this case, deviated from his general laws, 
and had made it the interest either of individuals or communities tp 
oppress their fellow men, and to persevere in a course of cruelty and in- 
justice. If this were indeed the case, it would the less surprise us to see 
nien clinging to such a system on account of its large gains, and 
refusing to renounce it. In the present case, however, the gains are all 
factitious, and they are obtained at our cost. It is we ourselves who create, 
by our misplaced and mischievous munificence, the powerful feeling pf 
interest which here stands opposed to the claims of humanity and justice, 
and so strangely perverts that natural order of things which counects the 
general prosperity of any community, with the happiness and freedom of 
all its divisions. The bounties and protections which we ourselves pay 
to the Colonists, h^ve alone supported their destructive system, which 
must have fallen if left to itself. Indeed, there is no evil which the 
arrangements of Providence tend more visibly to discourage and destroy 
than Slavery. The soils on whicli slaves labour become barren under 
their culture ; and this deterioration of soil tends to make economy and ja 
better treatment pf the slaves necessary, and thus to increase their number^, 
and, through that increase, to destroy Slavery itself. But all these be- 
neficent tendencies are frustrated, for a time at least, in the case of Qur 
Colonies, by the bounties and protections we afford to the produce of 
slave labour. While we continue^ therefore, these me^i pjf ^support, 
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thus encouraging and rewarding the perpetuation and aggipayatton bf 
Slavery, we make the crime our own, and we set ourselves in direct 
opposition to the beneficent designs of the Almighty towards thesie 
his oppressed creatures. • 

Can we wonder that disappointments and difficulties should continue 
to obstruct our efforts to abolish Slavery, while we ourselves continue 
effectually to counteract our own professed purposes and wishes, and to 
support, with our money, the very system we " are associated to 
destroy? Let us clear our hands of this guilty participation; and when 
we have done this, a more solid foundation will be laid for future pro- 
gress, and we shall find that many of the obstacles to our success will 
be removed. 

It is obvious, for example, that few circumstances could tend more 
directly to improve the moral and social state of the West Indies than 
the residence of the Planters and their families on their own estates. 
But bounties and protections enable the Planters to pay for the waste of 
property and life occasionied by their own absence and neglect, and by 
the substitution of hired agents. Remove these bounties and pro- 
tections, and our Planters would be compelled, like other classes of 
men, to attend to their own concerns. In this, and a variety of other 
ways, the removal of bounties and protections would tend to the mitigation 
and extinction of Slavery,* and would obviate many of those obstacles, 
chiefly of bur own creation, which now impede the progress of Reform. 

The direct pecuniary sacrifices which this nation is now making fck 
the support of Slavery, are great and mischievous. But great and mis- 
chievous as they are^ they probably fall far short, in their injurious efiecl» 
of those limitations and restrictions which our commerce is forced to bear 
for the maintenance of that criminal system. 

Our manufacturing population have lately been, and still are suflbrihg^ 
most severely. Amongst the variety of causes which have been assigned 
for this reverse has been that of our having over-traded. If, however, 
our operative manufacturers have not had too much work, this over- 
trading could have had no reference to them. It must, most obviously, 
have arisen from a want of demand ; in other words, from the want of a 
market for the produce of their labour. It is true, that extremely low 
wages of labour, and greatly depressed prices of goods, will tend, ia 
some degree, to quicken demand; yet, a return to a sound and healthy 
state, to fair wages and fair profits,^can only be effected by our having a 
market sufficiently extensive to give to our people that full em- 
ployment which they enjoyed when we were said to be over-trading. 
Wages, it is clear, oan never be adequate whilst any considerable pro- 
portion of labourers is unemployed; nor can the manfacturers be 
obtaining fair profits on their capital whilst any considerable proportion 
of their mills and machinery is standing still. Nothing therefore, is 
more manifest than that, if there was over-trading, it arose from this, 
that we had made too many goods for our present customers, and 
^that, if we can find no more customers, fewer goods must be* m^de, — 
unless, indeed, we should be induced to resort to the principle of our 

^ * See this subject fully discussed in a Paper, entitled '< The Impolicy pC 
91»vtfy," and in the Second Report of the Anti-Slavery Society. 
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CMonial System, by giring bounties and protections for the support 6( 
worse systems of labour, of the hand-loom for instance, in preference to 
the steam engine. — And if it were allowable in any case, by such means, 
to check the progress of improvement, surely the distresses of the poor 
weavers in the hand-loom entitle them to it, at least as much as any 
other class of the community. But we hear nothing of any such extra- 
vagant proposition, as that of giving a bounty on the produce of the 
hand-loom, or of charging a protecting duty on the produce of tlie 
power-loom. — If the weavers, however, are to have no share in the 
favour bestowed upon slave holders, their necessities, to say no more, 
call loudly /or justice. If this reciprocity is denied them, they ought not 
at least to be taxed in the price of their sugar, or their coffee, (if either 
of these luxuries fall now to their lot); nor ought they to be excluded from 
extensive markets for the produce of their labour; for the sole purpose 
of supportrag the slave system in our Colonies, and enriching the 
masters of slaves, at their expense. 

If the earth was incapable of supporting its inhabitants, or if our people 
were unwilling to labour, then might their distress be without remedy ; 
but the case becomes one of aggravated hardship and cruelty, when this 
distress is the work of human legislation ; and when they are deprived 
of obvious and effectual means of relief, by regulations which cramp 
their industry by preventing the free interchange of commodities between 
different parts of the world, or even of our own empire. 

Of the nature of these regulations which thus prevent the interchange 
of commodities, in direct opposition to the general interests of mankind, 
and especially to those of ^our own population, we may form some idea 
from the following facts : 

1. For the express purpose of supporting slavery, we charge a pro- 
tecting duty of \0s. per cwt. on all Sugar, and of 285. per cwt. on all 
Coffee, imported from our Indian dominions, and thus force our manu- 
^cturers, for the sake of supplying the miserable allowance of clothing 
to 700,000 slaves in the West Indies * to forego the supply of eighty 
or a hundred millions of people in India. 

2. Instead of encouraging that competition of free labour, which would 
as effectually destroy the trade in slaves for the cultivation of Sugar, as 
it has already done for that of Indigo,' and thus remove the great 
barrier to our intercourse with 70,000,000 of people on the continait 
of Africa, we prohibit, by extravagant duties, the importation of any 
Sugars grown there, and we charge an extra duty of 28s. per cwt. on 
all Coffee produced in the Colony of Sierra Leone, which by discourag- 
ing cultivation must retard the progress of civilization also. 

3. A bounty was long paid on the exportation of refined sugar, the 
effect of which was, to raise the price of all Sugar in the British 
market 6s* per cwt., equal to 1,200,000/. per annum. At the close of 
the last session, this bounty was reduced about one half. Now it is clear, 

* The value of this trade may easily be imagined, when we find it stated m 
the vindication of Uie report of the Fiscal of Berbice, that a supply of clothiiig 
to each negro not worth more than 105. once in nineteen months, was deemed 
sufficient, and the poor negroes who complained of it were punished, as pre- 
ferring a groundless complaint. See Anti-Slavery Monthly Reporter, No. 16^ 

psije ass. ' 
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tfitt the effist^ of ihU hQvmlij b »ot to incfeane our fr^ but to leHiaa 
H ; to make Sugar dear to the people of England, and cheap to the 
people of the Continent. And wfaHst it is on all hands acknowledged 
that the great expedient fOr extending our commerce, is to find con- 
Bwmption at home for the produce received in return for our manufac- 
tures, we actually are paying our money to transfer this advsuitage to 
foreigners, and to facilitate their consumption, while we abridge our 
own. In short, so far as Sugar iK>w comes within the reach of otir 
distressed roaniifaoturer9, we thus, in point of iact, are tapping them, in 
such a way also as to diminish their already too scanty emfdoyments ! 

Let us take another view of the subject. Agriculture a&rds nO ade- 
quate employment lor the population of Irel«id, and for want of such 
employment two thirds of that population are in a state of misery which 
is most opprobrious to the Government under which they live. Manu- 
factures seem their only resource, but where are they to find a market 
whilst the trade, even with a large portion of our own dominions, b 
restricted by the most impolitic regulations? We need not insist on the 
benefits India would derive from the removal of these restrictions. They 
are too obvious to require it. Independently of the direct benefits which 
muist follow from a free trade, the idolatry, superstition, and ignorance, 
which still pervade our vast dominions in that quarter, could not 
fail to give way before a more liberal and extended commercial inter- 
course. The culture of Indigo by European settlers has already pro- 
duced the happiest effects, and these must be promoted by every increase 
.of our commercial relations with them. 

That such an injurious policy as that which has been exposed above, 
should be pursued in an age and country so enlightened as this, would 
-appear incredible, if the facts of the case were not so incontestable. And 
what is more surprising is, diat this policy is not pursued from igno- 
rance on the part of those who administer the Government ; for the 
King in his speech, at the opening of the session of 1825, recommends 
to his Parliament to persevere (as circumstances may allow) in the re- 
moval of all restrictions on commerce, and assures them of his *^ cordial 
co-operation, in fostering and extending that commerce, which whilst it 
is, under the blessing of Providence^ a main source of strength and power 
to the country, contributes, in no less a degree, to the happiness and 
civilization of mankind.'' 

This is the speech of a monarch, whose government extends to nearly 
one-seventh part of the human race. It is the language of a govern- 
ment possessing the power, beyond any other, of promoting the '* hap- 
piness and civilization of mankind ;" and yet we have seen that this 
vast power, instead of being exerted to promote, is actually so em- 
ployed as to prevent, the happiness and civilization of its own subjects^ 

Why are the obvious means of giving employment to our own sufi*er- 
Jng manufacturers, and to the miserable people of Ireland, as well as of 
enlightening and civilizing India and Africa, to be still pertinaciously 
withheld from them ? For no other purpose that can be assigned, but 
to pay the expence of holding, in cruel and degrading bondage, 800,000 
of our fellow men ! 

. Qur Government speak of the removal of restrictiotis on conlmerce as 
the means of promoting '* the happiness and civilization pf mankind/^ and 
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y«t Aiey mahrtfe&i laws atKl ^egulatbiit whiek anrt direeUy «t variance 
with these undeniable principles. They speak of *' the blessing of Pro- 
vidence/' while, in pursuing a course which goes to uphold slavery^ 
they arreting indirect contradiction ^not^nly to their own acknowledge 
principles of polfcy,but to the laws of Him whose favour they recognize 
as the source of national prosperity. But let it not be supposfed that we 
charge the authors of this speech with any insincerity or inconsistency 
which is not still moi^ attributable to the people at large, so long as 
they are content to acquiesce in this state of things, contrary to their 
own enlightened convictions of its pernicious tendencies. 

Let us then think chiefly of our own share in the guilt of upholding 
this system. Let U8 bring the matter seriously home to ourselves, and 
determine to do our own duty. We are now paying for the support 
of slavery. It is we, the nation, who do, in fact, support it. Do we wait 
till the Planters shall decline to receive our money before we manifest 
our unwillingness to pay it? The Government have avowed their min-' 
dpies, and they have begun cautiously to carry them into effect. They 
have already taken off about half the bounty on the exportation of Sugar, 
but they are obstructed on every side> in their progress, by the monopo- 
hsts, who, (however those who suffer by theit monopoly may be torpid,) 
are sere to be industrious, and at their posts. In this they set an example 
which the friends of suffering humanity would do well to imitate. Let 
these come zealously and actively forward, to give to the Government 
the support which is requisite to enable them to pursue, steadily and 
perseveringly, those liberal views of policy, the very annunciation of 
which has so much raised them in public estimation. Enough has 
already been done to encourage perseverance. Enough yet remains 
to be done, to require that our efforts, instead of being related, should 
be greatly increased. 

And if we fail, by all our exer^ns, to obtain any national act for the 
extinction of slavery, there is surely no reason why we, as individuals, 
should continue participators in the crime. By their individual exer- 
tions the friends of humanity may still do much ; and if they can do 
nothing else, they may, at least, more generally than they yet have done, 
encourage the consumption of the produce of free labour. Many have 
already discontinued th^ use of the produce of slaves' labour, without 
any regrard to its mere economical results, on the same conscientious 

firinciples, on which men abstain from the use of smuggled goods, or 
rom giving encouragement to what is in itself morally wrong. Many 
more would doubtless be willine to substitute the use of the produce 
of free labour for that of slave labour, if they were aware of the good 
effects which such a substitution is capable of producing. To these, it 
may be said, that, if a tenth part of the people of this country were to 
use only Sugar or Coffee, the produce of free labour, such a measure 
could not fail to give a great impulse to their cultivation, and they would 
thus become so important, as articles of return for the rapidly increasing 
shipments of our manufactured goods, that the protecting duty could not 
be much longer maintained ; and thus a fair trial, would erlB long, be 
made between the produce of slave labour and that of free labout, 
of the beneficial result of which we can entertain no fears. 

However deeply men may feel interested in any cause, the hope of 
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success is requisite to encourage theijr exertious. The exertions whidi 
have been made to abolish slavery, cdmpared with the little that has yet 
been effected, are doubtless* discouraging ; . but if .every individual 
among us would now make it his own work, we should (esi that, 
though our progress might be small, we were still contributing some 
thing towards its final extinction. 

Let associations then be multiplied in every part of the country for 
raising permanent funds to promote Anti-Slavery objects, and for en- 
couraging the use of the produce of friee labour. Those who abstain on 
conscientious principles from the use of slave produce will, of course, 
cordially join in these associations with those who do so solely in the 
hope of producing a beneficial effect. And let it be borne in mind, that 
though the concurrence of a majority ipay be required to bring about 
any effectual reformation by means of Parliamentary enactments, yet 
much may be done, even by a small minority, in the way now suggested. 
Atid in pursuing this course, let it not be supposed that we are chang- 
ing our object : we are, on the contrary, removing the difficulties which 
^tand in the way of those parliamentary enactments that are necessaiy 
to carry the wishes of the country, on the subject of slavery, into full 
accomplishment. Finally, we have all been witnesses of the recent and 
general alarms which have prevailed throughout all the walks of com- 
merce, and of the extreme sufferings of our manufacturers, which are 
as yet but very partially relieved. If we continue to acquiesce in that 
system of bounties and protecting duties, and in those impolitic restric- 
tions on our commerce, to which we have now adverted, we shall thereby 
greatly aggravate the distress of our countrymen a]t home ; prevent at tha 
same time the alleviation of the misery and oppression of hundreds of 
thousands of our fellow subjects abroad ; and instead of contributing 
to the general happiness and civilization of mankind, as we have 
the power of doing beyond any nation under heaven, we shall, in fagt^ 
be found impeding the progress of both. 

FREE LABOUR SUGAR. 
After the discussion in which we have been engaged, it seems not in- 
appropriate to remark, that we fear that many of our friends, who have 
been desirous of encouraging the produce of free labour, to the exclusion 
.of that of slave labour, have been grossly imposed upon by those in 
whom they have confided to supply them with the former. "We have 
now before us a Grocer's Bill, in which is the following item, viz.:— 
/* One bag Mauritius sugar (free) 1 cwt.2 qrs. 21 lbs. at 66s., £5. 1 Is. 4 J.'' 
Now be it known to all our readers, that Mauritius sugar is not only 
not free sugar, but that it is raised at a much larger expense of negro life 
, than even the sugar of the West Indies. The Mauritius sugar is wholly 
different in its appearance from that of the East Indies. It is also di^- 
ferently packed, the bags containing it being made of a kind of straw or 
rush, while those from India are made of cotton. It is further admitted 
at a lower duty, paying only 27s. per cwt., while that from India pays 
37s. To substitute the one for the other, therefore, must be an act of 
deliberate dishonesty. 



J>mh»: Pri^tted h Bttter mni TUmu U* Bmrtkfhmw €hH. 
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WEST INDIAN CONTROVERSY. 

BuBriNG the last twa months consklerable discussions have taken 
place in various newspapers, and particularly in the Morning Chroni- 
cle and New Times, on the suli^ct of Negro Slavery. In the latter 
paper, the chief advocate of the slave system has been a gentleman who 
signs himself '' a Dominica Planter,*' and who, in a series of ten let- 
ters, has laboured hard to reconcile the people of England to the 
slavery of the West Indies. He has been met by several writers, who 
have controverted his positions, and thus brought many of the leading 
points of the subject to issue. We leave it to the " Dominica Planter" 
to bring his own views of the question before the public. We mean to 
oonfine ourselves to the task of bringing together some of the most 
efi^ctive of the statements and arguments employed to refute his 
positions. 

The^' Dominica Planter" had affirmed that hi a work published by a 
Mr. Barclay, of Jamaica, all the positions contained in the 1st volume 
of Mr. Stephen's Delineation of Slavery, had been severally refuted, 
and he even affected to quote the pages in Mr. Barclay's book, in 
vhich these refutations severally occurred. One of his opponents call- 
ed upon him, deliberately to point out a single position of Mr. Stephen's 
which had been so reftited. After carefully examining every page in 
Barclay which had been referred to, "I cannot discern," «aid this 
writer, ^' even the slightest approach to any thing like refutation. In 
the first place, Mr. Barclay has wholly mistaken the very drift and in- 
tention of Mr. Stephen's volume, which is exclusively a delineation qf 
the state of slavery in point of law. Mr. Stephen, it is true, has an- 
nounced, in his title page, an intention of delineating that state, not 
only as it is in latv^ but in practice also. . But hw.first volume, winch 
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alone has appeared, is actually stated io that very title page, to be con^ 
fined to an account of slavery^ as it is, in point of law. The second 
volume, not yet published, is to relate to the practice of slavery. Now, 
throughout Mr. Barclay's work, he makes no attempt to shew that Mr^ 
Stephen has given an erroneous view of the law of slavery, the only 
thing Mr. Stephen had professed to do in this volume i but he attempts 
to refute Mr. Stephen's law by hardy assertions, resting either on his 
own authority or on that of some nameless informant, as to his experience 
of the practice of slavery* It is idle therefore, for any man who has ac- 
cess to both the books, to say, that the one contains a refutation of the 
other. In the one, the law is given on the very best, that is to say, the 
Colonial authorities. In the other, an individual, without attempting to 
prove that the law is untruly stated by Mr. Stephen, only affirms, on 
his own authority, that such and such, m his limited and partial expe- 
rience, was the practice; and then he assumes that he has refuted 
Mr. Stephen. Mr. Barclay's assertions, however, are no proofs even of 
his facts, much less are they any proofs that Mr. Stephen's account of 
the law of slavery is incorrect. That account caaonly be refuted by 
an appeal to the law itself. I will exemplify this in two or three in- 
stances cited by the * Dominica Planter,' wherein he asserts, that Mr. 
Barclay has refuted Mr. Stephen's positions. 

** 1. ^ Property of Negroes,' Mr. Stephen's position on this point 
will be found at page 58, and is as follows : — * Slaves have no legal 
rights of property in things real or personal; ojtd whatever property 
they may acquire belongs, in point of law y to the master,* Now I ask 
the * Dominica Planter,' if this be not a perfectly correct view of the* 
law of the case. It is fully confirmed by Mr. Dwarris, to whom he re- 
fers as an authority ; and it is implied in the proposition of Mr. Can* 
ning, assented to by the whole body of the West Indians in Parliament^ 
requiring the Colonial Legislatures to frame enactments which shall 
* protect the slaves by law in the acquisition and possession of property, 
and its transmission by bequest or otherwise.' Surely it is no answer 
at all to Mr. Stephen to say, that sotne slaves do acquire property — or 
that their masters seldom directly touch it. It is still no less true that 
the slaves have so legal right of property, not even in themselves, much 
less in any thing else. It is still no lesd true that a master or overseer 
may destroy his slave's property with impunity (see a recent instance in 
the Berbice Fiscal's report) on slight pretences^ It is still no less tru^ 
that a master may imprison his slave, and may sell him at pleasure, and 
then what becomes of his property, his house, his garden ? This is a 
fair specimen of Mr. Barclay's refutation of Mr. Stephen. 

'^ 2. * Sales of families and slaves, and choosing a master.' It 
would be easy to furnish from any one Jamaica gazette, sufficient proof 
that, in prac^e, slaves are now sold in Jamaica without regard t6 
family ties.* But we are told that Mr. Barclay has refuted Mr. 
Stephen's positions on this point also. What, tiien, are Mr. Stephen's 

• In a letter from the Duke of Manchester to Earl Bathurst, dated 4th qC 
March, 1826, is the following passage, which is quite decisive of this question. 
*' I am not aware of any law'' '< by which the separation ol husband and wif6> of 
of parents and cfaildrep, by sale or othefwise, is rendered unUwful.^ 
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'fJOMtiong ? Thfey Ate these (p. 62.) * The slave, in the British Colonies^ 
is at all times liable to be soW, or otherwise alienated, at the will of 
4he master, as absolutely, in all respects, as cattle or any other personal 
ieffects. He is also, at all times, liable to be sold by process of law, 
for Satisfaction of the debts of a living, or the debts or bequests of a 
deceased master, at the suit of creditors or legatees. In consequence 
of a transfer ia either of these ways*, or by the authority of his imme- 
diate owner, the slave may be, at any time, exiled, in a moment, and 
for ever, from his home, his family, and the colony in which he was 
born^ and in which he has long been settled.' 

" Sufch was the law prevailing iti the British Colonies, when Mr. 
Stephen's book was published, in 1824 i and such is now the law, with 
one alteration. Thanks to the British Parliament, not to the Colonial 
Authorities — an Act, brought in by Dr. Lushington, and passed in 
1825, hafe prohibited that exile of slaves, fiom one colony to another, 
which had previously been permitted. In other respects, the law re- 
mains in its former opprobrious state. A master may still sell his 
slave when and how he pleases. The slave is stilly at ail times, liable 
to be seized, and sold for the debts of his master ; and he may still be as 
efi«ctually exiled from his family and home, especially in such an island as 
Jamaica, as if the ocean rolled between them. He may be carried froni 
St, Thomas in the East, to Westmorland, Is this, or is it not, the law 
of the case? *^o,' says Mr. Barclay, *a law was passed in the reign 
of George 11., which forbids the separation of families, by sale.' A law, 
it is true, passed in 1735, mimbered 105, for regulating sales of slaves 
by the Marshal, when taken in execution. It directs, that whenever 
husband, wife, and children, are taken together, they shall also be sold 
together in one lot, and the rest singly. Now this refers solely to 
MarshaVs sales, not at all to sales at the will of the master. It merely 
provides, that when certain members of the same family are levied upon 
together, for their master's debts, they shall be sold together ; and, so 
far, it is well. But it is perfectly notorious, that, in the great majority 
of Marshal's sales, a single individual only of a family has been seized, 
a father, or a mother, or a child ; and it seldom happens that the whole 
of a family are taken together. In all other cases but this, of what avail is 
the law ? It provides for a contingency which rarely occurs, and leaves 
all other sales to be regulated by individual cupidity or caprice. And 
at a public sale to the highest and best bidder, what can give to a slave 
*he choice of a master ? Certainly the law does not give liny such 
choice, neither does it prevent the separation of families, by sale, ex- 
ceptmg under judicial process, and even then, only in a case which, if 
^e ' Dominica Planter' will carefully peruse the Jamaica Gazettes, he 
will find to occur but rarely. 

" 3. The * Dominica Planter' affirms that Mr. Barclay has refuted 
Maf. Stephen's position, relative to the education of slaves. Now, what 
is Mt, Stepli«i's position ? It is this (p. 200.) * The education of slaves 
is shamef^Uy neglected in the laws and institutions of our Colonies.* 
To this position, what is the reply of Mr, Barclay, at p. 116, to whi<;li 
Ihe .' Diomioica Planter ' so triumphandy refers in refutation of ]\)!r* 
Stephen ? * There Would be a want of candour,' he says, * in not ad- 
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mttting that school learning is yet but ver]^ little known in the Colonies/ 
This is evasive, indeed, but still it is decisive. Mr. Barclay cannpt state 
that a single legislative measure has ever been adopted on the subject. 

"4. I could take each head of the * Dominica Planter's '. summary 
in the same manner, and shew how utterly unfounded is his boast re- 
specting Mr. Barclay, and how little claim Mr. Barclay has to be list- 
ened to as an authority in this controversy. But I will confine myself 
to one more example, his attempt to reliite Mr. Stephen's position re- 
specting the neglect of giving Christian instruction to the slaves. Here 
the Report of the Bishop of Jamaica* completely disproves Mr. Bar- 
clay's attempted refutation, and amply confirms Mr. Stephen's position 
— a position which is not to be shaken by a splendid list of subscrip- 
tions for the erection of an additional place of worship. The Bishop's 
statement, made in October, 1825, is to this effect : That in the whole 
Island of Jamaica, containing about 400,000 inhabitants, there are not 
places of worship, belonging to the Established Church, capable of con^ 
taining more than 11 or 12,000 persons; and, that the parishes in the 
interior are absolutely vdthout the semblance of religious worship. 

'* And here I would beg to recur to a statement of the ' Dominica 
Planter,' respecting the decorous observance of the Sabbath. The 
staten^ent stands on his own authotrity. As far as that is entitled to 
credit, it might be met by any man's counter assertion. I have now be- 
fore me a letter, from a gentleman of Jamaica, of a recent date, which 
contains the following passage : — * But I must not forget the state of 
the Sabbath-day ! I hope all the friends of true religion will urge this 
upon Government and upon Parliament. Let them consider nothing 
done in the West Indies so long as this is the market-day, or occupied, 
with the shadow of legal warrant, for any thing but a holy rest. It is 
my opinion this point will stand unredressed longer than any by our 
Planters ; and there is nothing by which they are so much offended, as 
by an appeal to their conscience on this point.' I do not give this as 
evidence out as an assertion equivalent at least to that of your corres- 
pondent.t 

*' If the * Dominica Planter ' insists upon it, I have no objection to 
go more fully into an exposure of his statement, that Mr. Barclay has 
refuted all Mr. Stephen's positions. I affirm, on the contrary, that h^ 
has not shaken one of them. If the ' Dominica Planter ' thinks other- 
wise, let him select his point, and he will find me ready to meet him." 

The answer of the Dominica Planter to this challenge, was, in sub-n 
stance, that he had no iotentioa to cavil with Mr. Stephen or bis advo- 
cate, as to the laws quoted by the latter, but that the laws and facts 
were at variance, and like many laws in England, though not repealed 
by statute, they had become obsolete in practice. The Anti-Slavery 
Society, in having declared that Mr. Stephen's work would enlighten 
** the public mind as to the true condition of the slaves/^ had ** con- 
founded the Law of Slavery with the condition of the slaves'' " Mr, 
Stephen's book, it had been said, contained only the Law of Slav&ry* 

* See Reporter, No. 13.. f On this point, if proof ware wanting, »•% 

\lfiUiainson, Cooper, Stewart, Bickell, De la Beche, &c. &c.. 
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Mr. Barclay's book on the other hand, contained a fair statement of the 
nc'tual condition of the Slaves, skewing them to be a very happy popu^ 
lation, with the power and practice of accumulating property, and pro- 
tected in their rights and privileges as the people are here. As the in- 
ference, liowever, drawn from Mr. Stephen's book, was, that it contained 
a statement of the condition of slaves, which Mr. Barclay's book also 
does, and which latter disproves all the inferences drawn from Mr. 
Stephen's book, he considered that Mr. Barclay's work, as containing: 
matter of fact, had completely refuted Mr. Stephen's work, as one of 
theory and inference.*' , 

In a few days, a reply appeared to this statement of the Dominica 
Planter, which was to the following effect : 

"The 'Dominica Planter' asserted^ that Mr. Barclay, in his 'in- 
valuable work,' had refuted all the positions contained in Mr. Stephen's 
delineation of slavery. I proved that this assertion was untrue, and I 
challenged him to produce even a single instance in which it could be 
verified. In reply to this challenge he declines to produce even the 
single instance I demanded of him, but he pleads that it is not neces- 
sary, for this reason, that the * Anti-Slavery Society,' and by their 
means * the public,' * had confounded the Law of Slavery with the 
Condition of the Slaves.' Does he mean to say, that a principal point 
in ascertaining what is the true condition of the slaves is not their legai 
condition ? We may fairly, I think, assume, from his reluctance to 
enter on the subject, that he is conscious to himself that Mr. Stephen 
has correctly described all that he professed to describe, viz. the law 
of slavery ; for he is forced virtually to admit that that gentleman's 
exposition of the law of slavery in the British West India Islands is un- 
assailable, and he declines to specify a single instance in which that law 
has .been misrepresented by him. The * Dominica Planter,' neverthe- 
less, blames the Anti-Slavery Society for having given it as their opi- 
nion, that Mr. Stephen's work * Would essentially promote the object 
of enlightening the public mind as to the true condition of the slaves.' 
He blames them, that is to say, for conceiving that a correct exposition 
of the legal rights, and the legal wrongs, of the slaves ; of the power 
over them which the law confides to others ; and of the kind and de- 
gree of protection which the law affords them, would throw much light 
on their true condition. 

" * But,' says this gentleman, * the laws and facts are at variance.' 
This may be very true in more senses than one. For example, the law, 
in some islands, limits the power of flogging to thirty-nine lashes. Mr. 
Dwarris tell us of cases in which that limit was greatly exceeded, and, 
owing to the state of i\\e law of evidence, with impunity. This, how- 
ever, is not th^ sense of the * Dominica Planter.' He means to say, 
what he has not at all proved, that the practice is much more lenient 
than the law. But this is a mere assumption, unsupported by any satis- 
factory evidence whatever. 

"The law allows the manager of the * Dominica Planter's' estate to give 
a certain number of lashes to every negro under his charge, for any rea- 
son, or for no reason. Does he mean to say, that here the law and the 
practice are at variance, and that the manager never flogs a negro, at 
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kfs own caprice, and without the intervention of a magistrate ? h i& otif 
Tiously impossible for him with any truth to assert this. He cannot 
know that at the very moment when he is giving so confident a report 
oCthe happiness of his slaves, some of thera may not be writhing und^ 
the lash of his driver, for not having completed their tasks for his sole 
benefit. 

" But * the laws and the facts,* he tells us, * are at variance/ Has it 
then ceased to be the law, that a master may compel a slave to labour 
for his profit ? Or has it ceased to be the practice that the slaves are 
so compelled ? In this grand point, at least, the laws and the facts are 
not at variance. Both in law and in fact, the negroes are compellable, 
and are compelled, by brute force, by the power of the lash, to work for 
the sole benefit of their roasters. Will h6 venture to deny this ?** 

Some other of the ** Dominica Planter's" statements were thus metj 

^* 1 . He asserts that, ' it is not the practice in the West Indies to sell 
slaves separately from their families — that they choose their own mas- 
ters,' &c. This assertion I deny, and that on no lower authority than 
that of the Royal Ga;2:cfte of Jamaica, of the 5th of August, 1826. At 
the Sth page of that paper, I find no fewer than seventeen slaves, fifteen 
of them Creoles, who arc advertized to be sold, from the workhouses^ 
singly f by public ,sale, ' to the highest and best bidder,* no one having 
claimed them. Some of the details are curious — * James, an elderly 
Creole negYb-man, grey beard.* * James Thomas, an old g^ey-headed 
Creole.* * Edward, a young Creole negro-man, marked P C on left 
shoulder.' * John Williams, a mulatto.* * Mary Herbert, an old grey-head- 
ed Creole marked W O, on shouldefs.* ' Robert Henry, a young Creole 
negro-man marked M R. on shoulders.' Not one of these seventeen ap- 
pears to be connected by family ties with any of the others that are ad- 
vertised. Nay, they all belong to different owners. It is quite impossi- 
ble, however, being Creoles, that they should have no family connexions. 
Again, I find, at the bottom of p. 13, that on the 8th of August last,, 
there would be put up for public sale, * Henry Thaxter, a mulatto, a 
cooped, distrained on for taxes due from Snowhill ; and Smart, a sailor 
negro, distrained on for taxes due from B. Redman.' Are not these 
men sold separately from their families ? At p. 14, in the same paper, 
I find 6ight more slaves who are advertised to be sold, singly and sepa- 
rately ; some of whom are thus announced : * Take notice that 1 shall 
put for public sale,' &c. — * the above negroes and horse, levied upon, 
under, and by virtue of, the foregoing writs of Venditioni exponas/ 
Here then we have twenty-seven separate sales of individuals, adver- 
tised in a single week ; and this practice there exists no law in Jamaica, 
as we are told by the Duke of Manchester, effectually to prevent.* 

" 2. Flogging, he tells us, *is seldom applied ' to the slaves, and his 
proof is a vindicatory report of an assembly of St. Vincent's planters in 
1 823 ! Who ever heard (except, indeed, in the West India controversy) 
a plea of not guilty adduced as a proof of innocence ? 

" 3. * The slaves are not branded with a hot iron : when the offence 
occurs, it is punished by law.' In proof of this, the * Dominica Plan- 

* Since the above was written, still stronger and more revolting, facts on this 
ti^bject have appeared in Parliamentary documents. 
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Ur ' b(A^y refers to the Jamaica Slave Law of 1816. Iliave examineS 
the law carefully, aod can find oo clause which prohibits branding ; and 
1 take it upon me to affirm, that branding is not forbidden, or punisha*- 
bhe, by any law of Jamaica. If the branding, indeed, should be of a 
cruel kind, like that of the man who applied a red hot iron to the breasts 
of a female, so as to inflict on her a lasting injury, such an act may be 
punished as cruelty, but not as branding. No punishment of any kind 
is attached to branding, unaccompanied by what a West Indian jury 
iwould deem cruelty. Let the law to that effect, if any, be produced. 

'* 4. ' Tortola has nerer cost the British Government a shilling for 
protection/ This is obviously more than the ' Dominica Planter ' can 
have a right to affirm. Toitola has, at least, cost its due proportion of 
the naval and military expenses incurred for the general defence and 
protection of the West Indies. 

"6. The 'Dominica Planter' objects to its being said, that ?A 
planter may brand, flog, and deliberately kill, a negro at his pleasure/ 
And may he not do so, wherever negro evidence is rejected f See to 
this effect the report of Mr. Dwarris. 

" 6. * The Opvernor^s despatches laid before Parliament prove,' he 
tells us, that fanaticism was the cause of the insurrections in Barbadoes, 
^c The Governor's despatches, respecting the Barbadoes insurrec- 
-tion, have never, to this hour, been laid before Parliament 

^' 7. ' The negroes,' he tells us, ' have wages in kind.* So have our 
horses and dogs.'' 

But, notwithstanding all thb, we find the "Dominica Planter" strenu- 
,eus in affirming that Mr. Barclay has satisfactorily proved to mb that 
the negroes of Jamaica are a " very happy popuxation, protected 
in their rights and privileges as the feopz^e here are/' He further 
maintains in substance respecting the slaves in Barbadoes, and in the 
other islands, that they are much more happy, better fed, better clothed, 
«nd ei^y more comforts — in short, are in all respects better off than 
^tk%^ peasantry in this country ; that there the slaves are a laughing, 
dancing, joyous race of beings, always cheerful ; and they are all well 
attended to in sickness, never treated with cruelty, and that their state 
has been gradually very much meliorated. 

To support these positions, he has adduced a long list of witnesses, 
some of them unconnected, he says, with colonial property, whose 
evidence, taken on oath, is annexed to a Report of the Council of Bar- 
badoes, dated 2drd July, 1823. These witnesses are Sir £. Williams, 
K.C.B., Lieutenant CJolonels Popham and Berkeley, Dr. Teggart, Cap- 
tains C. Cruttenden and Spink ; Sir R. A. AUeyne, Bart, (owner of four 
estates), Foster Clark, Esq. and W. Sharpe, Esq. planters and at- 
torneys, Drs. Richards, Leacock and Thomas, and the Rev. S. Hinds, 
all of Barbadoes. On behalf of the other Islands, he cites Drs. 
Greenaway, Johnstone and Spalding, Mr. Cotts a Wesleyan Missionary, 
a Catholic Curfe, Sir C. Brisbane, and Major General Nicolay. 

To these large and sweeping affirmations of the " Dominica Planter's " 
witnesses a reply has appeared, the object of which is to shew that they 
are not deserving of the credit which he claims for them. Of that reply, 
we mean to quote nearly the whole, because it embraces in a brief 
space a large portion of this momentous question. 
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' '* I do not mean," says the writer, "to deny that there are mam^ 
humane masters ot slaves, who, when they happen to reside on thei# 
own estates, may do much to correct the evils of slavery, and to alle- 
viate the sufferings of their slaves ; but I mean to deny the truth of the 
above statements as applying to the general condition of our colonial 
bondsmen, and to give some reasons for this denial, which even the 

* Dominica Planter,' will be compelled to allow to have some weight. 

" When the Privy Council first entered on an examination of tlw 
Slave Trade in 1788, testimonies as respectable and decisive were given 
in favour of the humanity of that trcule as any now adduced by the 
' Dominica Planter ' in favour of the treatment of slaves in the West 
Indies. Let him look at Part II, of the Privy Conncil Report, and he 
will there find it stated by one witness (Penny), that * the slaves are 
comfortably lodged in rooms fitted up for them/ * They are amused 
with instruments of music, and when tired of music and dancing they 
then go to games of chance/ ' They are indulged in all their little 
humours/ * Particular attention is paid them when sick/ — * They 
are frequently seen perfectly reconciled to their condition, and as happy 
as any of the crew ;' their treatment in general is * proper and humane/ 

* no regulations are wanted to enforce kinder treatment, it being the in- 
terest of the captain and officers to take care of them/ Another wit- 
ness (Norris) confirms all this, and tells us ^ that the slaves do not suf- 
fer from sleeping on boards,' he might have added, and in chains in a 
rolling vessel. 'The song and the dance are encouraged among them/ 
' Interest blended with humanity secures them every possible eare, 
tenderness, and attention/ Similar evidence is given by various others^ 
and a British Admiral (Edwards) among the rest, tells us that, in a 
Guineaman, ^the negroes usually appeared cheerful and singing. The 
arrival of a Guineaman is known by the dancing and singing of the 
negroes on board/ Does any man now credit this evidence, or allow 
to it the very slightest force ? Or does any man think that it ought to 
have retarded for a moment the abolition of the Slave Trade ? And yet, 
is it not as decisive as that which the * Dominica Planter ' has quoted 
from the proceedings of the Barbadoes Council, of 1823 ? In truth 
there is no weight, at any time or in any circumstances, to be g^ven t» 
such evidence, when adduced for such a purpose. 

** In the same year, 1788, nearly forty years ago, varipus naval and 
military officers were examined by the Privy Council respecting the 
condition of the slaves in the West Indies. Their testimony in favour 
of the happiness of their condition, will be found to be even much 
stronger than that produced by the * Dominica Planter.' (See Part 
III.) Lord Rodney, for example, said he knew all the islands, he never 
saw any other than humane and proper treatment of the slaves ; he 
never saw any instance of cruelty ; with respect to lodging they are bet- 
ter off than the poor at home ; uiey are not overworked in any respect; 
he had often wished the poor in this country were in so happy a condi- 
tion ; they had all the appearance of happiness and vivacity, dancing 
and singing. Such was Lord Rodney's testimony to the condition of 
the slaves from 1761 to 1788 ; and Sir Peter Parker, Sir Joshua Row- 
ley, Admiral Hothara, Lord Barrington, &c. &c. entirely concur with 
Lord Rodney. Admiral Barrington goes so far as to say, that * the 
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ftiaves appeared to him so happy, that he often wished himself in their 
situation.' 

*' InDumerabie testimonies co the same efiect, at the same period, 
might be produced, in favour both of the Slave Trade and the then eX" 
isting Slavery, If those respecting slavery were at all worthy of credit, 
they would go completely to disprove all that has been since said of 
amelioration ; for what could have been done to make happiness more 
perfect than it was then described to be ? Independently of this, we 
now know that, in the very period when the condition of the slaves was 
thus eulogised, the mortality among them was dreadful, and that bcHh 
the law and practice of slavery were in the very worst imaginable state. 
And yet, what more credit is due to the statements that have been given 
on this subject in 1823, than to those which were given in 1788 ? They 
both us^ the same terms ; they are both branded with precisely the 
same characters of exaggeration ; and the more recent statements are 
as manifestly untrue* when they assert the blessedness of the lot of the 
slaves of Jamaica and Barbadoes, as those of 1788. I proceed to prove 
this. 

'' And first, as to those of Jamaica, the * Dominica Planter ' gives 
us, here, only the testimony of Mr. Barclay, the value of whose alleged 
refutation of Mr. Stephen's work has already been seen. Now if Mr. 
Barclay's testimony were of much value, I might oppose to him not only 
the Rev* Mr. Bickell, but Mr. Stewart and Mr. De la Beche, both 
planters and friends of the colonial system. I will refer, however, at 
present, only to a single statement of Doctor Williamson, who resided 
fourteen years in Jamaica, and is also a strenuous advocate of the 
colonists, but it is a statement big with meaning, and which stamps 
falsehood on many a vague and imposing eulogy. ' If, in a warm day^ 
we pass a gang/ says the Doctor, * when they are uncovered behind^ it 
is a reproach to every white man to observe on them the recently lace- 
rated sores, or the deep furrows which, though healed up, leave the 
marks of cruel punishment.* Vol. II. p. 225. But this, it may be 
objected, was twelve or fifteen years ago. Yes, it was — but I happen 
to have before me a letter from the same gentleman, on his return to 
Jamaica, on the Medical Staff, after an absence of ten years, dated at 
Stoney Hill, July 20, 1823. I quote from it, by permission of the per- 
son to whom it was addressed, the following passages : — ' The Sab- 
bath is still a day of traffic, marketing, revelUng, among negroes under 
the bond of slavery .'-r-' I cannot understand, that in the interior any 
improvement has taken place among the planters.' 

** The * Dominica Planter' has pressed the testimony of one Methodist 
Missionary, though uselessly to his object, into the service of the slave 
system. Let me avail myself of that of another for a directly opposite 
purpose. It is that of Mr. Gilgrass, then residing in Jamaica, and it 
will. shew how little foundation my opponent had for denying that 
family ties might be broken in that island by sale. ' A master of 
slaves,' he says, ' who lived near us in Kingston, exercised his bar- 
barities on a Sunday morning, while we were worshipping God in the 
chapel, and the cries of the female sufferers have frequency interrupted 
us in our devotions. But there was no redress for them or for us. < 
This man wanted money, and one of the female slaves having two, fine 
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%itiMi>eaj he gold one of them^, and the child was torn from iier maternal 
affection. In the agony of her feelings, she made a hideous lK>wling, 
and ■ for that crime was floffged. Soon after he sold the other child. 
* This turned her heart widbin her/ and impelled her into a kind of 
madness. She howled day and night in the yard — tore, her hair — ran 
up and down the streets reading the heavens with her cries, and 
literally watefring 4he earth with her tears. Her constant cry was, 
^ That wicked massa Jew ! he sell my children. Will no Buckra-massa 
pttynegar? What me do? Me no have one child!' As she stood 
before the windows, she said, ' My massa, do, my massa minister, 
pity me ! My heart do so (shaking herself violently,) because I have 
no child. Me go to massa tvouse, in massa yard, and in my hut, •and 
me no see them ; ' and then her icry went up to God." — Watson's 
Defence of the Methodists, p. 26. , 

*' As to Barbadoes, it will be sufficient to quote the * Dominiea 
Planter's' own witness, Mr. Dwarris, a gentleman, himself also a planter, 
who )yas specially commissioned to inquire into the state of the law in 
some of the islands, and whose report is even now scarcely a year 4)ld. 
Amidst much of general and declamatory praise of the planters, he tells 
us, that in Barbadoes, ^ Slaves, are without legal protection or redress lor 
persons^ injuries.' — ^ The slave has no remedy in case of the greatest 
oppression by the master or his delegate, or the grossest injury by third 
persons.' — ^ A slave who is, or thinks himself, aggrieved, looks in vain, 
in this island, for a proper quarter in which topr^erhis complaint, it 
can no where be received.' — ' For the punishment of general op{»ression 
and mal- treatment of a slave, there is no provision by any law of 
Barbadoes. If inflicted by the master, it would be dispunishable ; if 
perpetrated by a third person, the owner would have his remedy by 
dvil action, but the slave would still be without redress.' — * A wicked 
ev cruel master, or delegate, may inflict on him any degree of seyerity 
of punishment. No man, or set of men, has legal power to call him 
to account for working his slave -so long as he likes-^for whipping him 
as much as he pleases — for chaining — for starving him.' — ^ A mas^r 
has uncontrolled, undefined, and absolute power.' — ' In the case of 
even very grievous bodily injury, inflicted on a slave by a manager, the 
sufferer himself, or his slave brethren, who were presient, cannot give 
evidence, even though all the free evidence should have been designedly 
sent out of the way. In such a case, a slave is not allowed to be a prose- 
cutor. Maimed, mutilated, disfigured, dismembered, his wounds must be 
the only tongues to relate his wrongs.* — Dwarris*s first Report, p. 62, 66. 

'* Now, it is in the face of these statements that the ' Dominica 
Planter' asserts, and produces his respectable witnesses, by their 
voluntary and extra-judicial affidavits, to prove, that the 'slaves in 
Barbadoes are happier than the peasantry in this country ! ! ! 
> . '^ But the Council of Berbice are, to the full, as strong in repelling 
every imputation of inhumanity on the institutions and inhabitants of 
that colony, as the Council of Barbadoes. And yet take, as an illus- 
tration of the validity of their defence, the following case, furnished by 
the Fiscal of Berbice himself. 

** Complaint of the woman Minkie, belonging to Thomas C. Jones : 
says, * Mr. Jones took me out of the barracks on Tuesday, He sent 
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fai« to Mr. Renery; be would not buy mo. He sent me to another 
gentleman. Botb said my master asked too much money for me, and 
sent me back. I be^ed for a pass to look for an owner. He said no, 

be ^ould put me down, and cut my , I was then laid down, and 

tied to three stakes, and Chance flogged me with a cart whip. I got 
a severe flogging. I have marks of severe punishment visible on me; 
old and recent floggings, all inflicted by Jones/ She exhibits her pos- 
teriors, which are covered with a plaster by order of the doctor, and 
apparently lacerated to that degree, that the Court judged it ex- 
pedient not to uncover it Mr. Jones being called upon, said he had 
flogged her, and also broken her mouth for her insolence. He had 
had thirty-nine laid on her, and they were well inflicted. When he 
sent for her he had no intention of flogging her, but, after sending her 
to three persons for sale and not succeeding, he told her she had often 
deserved a flogging. He then directed her to be flogged, and that 
it should be well laid on, which was done." — Berbice FiscaFs First 
Report, p. 14. 

** In his second Report, the Fiscal tells us, that ^his Honour, the 
President, and the Court, were highly indignant at the treatment of 
this female. No evidence, however, could be obtained to convict 
Mr. Jones of having inflicted a severer punishment than that prescribed 
by lawy although die Court were fully satisfied that the unfortunate 
female slave had been flogged in a severe and cruel manner, and 
to her suflbrings, by her master's own confession, was added 
the breaking of her mouth in a most brutal manner,' p. 10. 
And what was the result of all this accumulation of horrors ? The 
punishment of Jones ? No. Jones was directed * to take her (Minkie) 
from the custody of the Under Sherifl*, on payment of the fees.' She 
was returned, that is to say, into the power of this ruffian, by order 
of the Court. Such is the law and practice of slavery in Berbice ! 
Cruelty of the worst and most revolting description, followed, not only 
by the entire impunity of the perpetrator of it, but by forcibly replacing 
in his power the wretched and lacerated victim of his barbarity ! 

'' But it is unnecessary to multiply instances of this kind. If we 
wish to have an adeqvfate view of the utter falsehood of the statement, 
that the Slaves are better ofl* than the peasantry of Greet Britain, let us 
only imagine, that the police and institutions of Jamaica, for example, 
were transferred to this country. Lotus only suppose, that in England, 
every proprietor of land, or of manufactories ; every bailifl*, or over- 
seer, or head of an establishment, having servants under him ; every 
attorney, guardian, executor, or administrator, connected with such an 
establishment; every overseer of a workhouse, and every keeper of a 
gaol, might legally, at his own discretion, and without the necessity of 
assigning a reason for so doing, for any oflence, real or imaginary, (a 
misconstrued word — a misunderstood look,) or from the mere wanton- 
ness of power, like Mr. Jones, cause to be stripped naked, and fixed 
prone to the earth, any or all of the men, women, or children, employed 
under him, and either publicly or privately, inflict, upon their bared 
posteriors, 12, 20, 25, or 39 (whatever the number may be) lacerations 
of tlie cart whip, and then subject the suflerers, with their bleeding 
wounds, to the stocks and hard labour at pleasure ; — let us suppose too, 
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that all these different proprietors and functionaries had the power of 
delegating to their underlings, their foremen and turnkeys, the same 
privilege of flogging, though to a more limited extent ; — ^let us further 
suppose, that the whole of the labouring class were debarred, by law, 
from giving evidence in the case of any abuse of power committed by 
their superiors ; and though allowed, in such a case, to prefer a com- 
plaint before a magistrate, (the magistrate being liable himself to have 
similar complaints preferred against him before his brother magistrate,) 
yet, if they failed in proving the truth of their complaint, by evidence 
that was admissible, they might be punished with thirty-nine lashes at 
the discretion of the magistrate, for the very act of complaining; — 
suppose, moreover, a driver, armed with a whip, to be placed over our 
reapers in the field, or our spinners in the cotton-mill, which whip he 
might apply at his pleasure , to quicken industry, or to punish neglect; 
and that neither their time, nor their rate of exertion, nor the choice of 
their employment, nor the kind or measure of their food, or of their 
clothing, nor their hours of rest, nor their hours of labour were their 
own, but under the absolute direction and control of their master or 
overseer, and for the sole benefit of others, without wages : — Suppose 
all this, and what should we think of the state of our peasantry ? — And 
what would they think of it ? 

It is obvious that such a state of things, if it could be supposed for 
one moment to exist in this country, must give birth to innumerable 
abuses, at least as many as in the West Indies; probably more. 
We do hot believe that those who administer the West India system 
are guilty of greater cruelty and inhumanity, than would inevitably be 
practised by the generality of people among ourselves, were they to 
be cursed with the same system transferred to England. Even with 
all the protection which equal laws can afford — with an enlightened 
and disinterested Magistracy — with a press perfectly free — and with the 
control of public opinion, abuses are still to be found amongst us. 
But supposing these important guards to be taken away, and that only 
every fifteenth man in the community was capable of giving evidence 
of wrongs committed, would any^man, in his senses, predicate of the 
people of this country, that they were a happy people ? And do the 
West Indians so far exceed us in high moral principle ; are they such 
superhuman and angelic beings, that, with them, such a constitution 
of things, instead of being pregnant, (as it ever must be when ad- 
ministered by men,) of misery to its subjects, should be productive only 
of happiness and enjoyment? And yet, this is what the ' Dominica 
Planter,' and his array of witnesses, on oath, would have us believe. 

** One word, however, about clothing, — The negroes of a Plantation 
in Berbice, called Profit, complained to the Fiscal, in October, 1823, 
of a want of fish and clothing. I will not now go into the ipatter of 
the fish, though that, too, might well illust;rate the comforts of West 
India Slavery, but confine myself to the other point. The answer of the 
Manager, to the complaint of a want of clothing, was, that nineteen 
months before, each man had had a jacket, a hat, one yard of Salampore, 
and four yards of Osnabur^. This was deemed so adequate a supply, 
by the Fiscal, that two of the complainants were selected by him and 
flogged^ for * haying failed to prove' their complaints. And yet, it 
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would be driiicuU, for the most ingenious taik>r in Ettgland to contrite 
to make even half, a suit of clothes for the merest beggar who treads 
our streets, out of this entire supply of a man-slave for nineteen months, 
and for not being content with which the said man-slave was flogged. 

'' And then let us look at the value of this nineteen months' clothing of 
a grown man ! The four yards of Osnaburg two ihUlings^ the yard of 
Salampore one shilling^ itie h^ii Ji/teen pence — the jacket would be 
valued high ai Jive shillings ; in all nine shillings and threepence. Why» 
it would do no more than pay for a single pair of shoes and stockings 
for one of our comparatively wretched peasants. 

" We may appreciate the value of the other comforts, so loudly 
vaunted by the * Dominica Planter/ and his Barbadian witnesses oo 
path, from this last illustration, confirmed as it is by the ninth section of 
the Law of Barbadoes itself, passed in 1825, which fines an owner of an 
estate in the mighty sum of thirteen shillings sterling, who leaves hi$ 
slave unclothed for a whole year. 

. '^ But there is one important remark which applies tp the whole of that 
imposing, but most fallacious catalogue of comforts which the * Domi- 
nica Planter' has exhibited to us, and has supported by his long file of 
witnesses on oath; and it is this, that they are all precisely of the same 
description with those enjoyed by the horses he either rides, or drives , 
in his carriage. At the very best, and supposing all his allegations, and 
those of his witnesses, to be true, universally, and to the very letter, 
they give us a view of nothing beyond the merest physical, the merest 
animal, enjoyments ; nothing beyond ihe comforts of the horse, the cow, 
or the dog. I will take the 'Dominica Planter's' horses as my 
example, and compare their state as to lodging, feeding, clothing, and 
medical treatment with his negroes, and shew, that even in these points, 
which constitute the alleged happpiness of the slaves, they fall beloMr 
his horses. 

" 1st. As to lodging. — ^The quadrupeds, I will venture to say, are in- 
finitely better lodged than the bipeds. His four or six stall stable 
would pay for a dozen of his negro cabins ; is better protected than they 
are against the inclemency of the seasons : and is infinitely more com- 
fortable; while the horse's bed of fresh straw far surpasses, in comfort, 
the board or mat of the slave. 

'* 2nd. As to feeding. His horses, I doubt not, have their regulai 
three or four feeds of corn daily provided for them, besides hay to 
satiety, without any. trouble on their part, either in growing or preparing 
their food. His slaves (I speak of Dominica) grow their own food, by 
the labour of their Sundays, and a few days in the year besides; and, 
with the exception of breakfast, which is cooked and eaten in the field, 
the cooking of it is thrown on themselves, in addition to the labours of 
the day. 

" 3rd. As to clothing. — Each of the horse cloths which covers his 
horses from head to tail, costs more, I will also venture to say, than the 
clothing for nineteen months, of the man, belonging to Plantation 
Profit, who was^ flogged for daring to complain of it as scanty : and 
the very shoes of one of his horses cost more in a twelvemonth than the 
shoes of his whole gang. 

" 4th. As to medical treatment. — I have before me the expence of a 
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plantation, containing 208 negroes, in Jatn»ica» for raedioal aUendaih^e 
and medicine for twelvemonths. It amounts to 63/. sterling, being at 
the rate of about six shillings fore^ch slave, and this is above the 
average rate. I should like to know how much each oi the ' Dominica 
Planter's' horses has cost, during the last year, for farriery and 
physic, for bleeding and drenching; 

" But, notwithstanding all I have saidj in sU]o|)iort of my own vjews of 
this subject, I shall be thought to have treated very unceremonious! jr 
th^ solemn statementmi bodi of the * Doo^nica Planter,' and of the 
various highly respectable witness^ who have testified, on their oaths, 
to the perfect happiness and comfort of the negroes. I think it l^eces^ 
sary, therefore, to jwoduce one moipe witness, in refutation of their testis 
mony, ta whom even the * Dominica Planter' wiM be disposed to defef . 
I mean Major Moody. The M^r tel4s us, that he haa profoundly 
Studied this question. He had a full opportunity of understanding att 
its moral and physical relations during the years he had the task 
assigned htm of * coerciug the steady labour' of Mr. Katz's 1 ,500, or 
1 ,^00 slaves. His attachment to Colonial intere^ cannot be disputed. 
He is deemed by the Colonists one of their ablest^ and m6st skilful, and 
tnost influential advocates. And what is Ais evidence^? It is this : — ^ In the 
. West Indies, the climate renders agricultural labour more disagreeable 
to the African than similar work is, in Ekigland, to the English labourer;' 
therefor^, * the African will not voluntarily exert himself, to the same 
Extent,' for wages. (2d Report, p. 16.) Hence * the formation of a code 
of laws, with a view to coerce the labour of the Africans/ (p. 17.) and 
haice,' the necessity of this coerced labour to the creation of wealth, and 
to steady and productive industry, which the M^jor enforces, through 
many a folio page ; for the free negro, he says, * is almost iavariably 
found recoiling from the pain of steady labour in the Sun,' (p. 64.) 
Nay, ^ the Black and Indian races, whose constitutions are most 
adapted to agricultural labour, recoil from it, bey<»id that moderate de- 
gree of exertion riecessary to procure their subsistence,' (p. 55.) Isf 
order to toluntary industry j the negro, he tells us, must not only * en- 
counter the pain of labour iii the sun,' but must also ^ be ablie to resist 
firmly the seducing pleasure afforded by repose in the shade' — ' thef 
enjoyment sought for and prized by all around them.' * By whaff 
motive then,' he asks very /<?cZ^5r/^, * are these men to^ be withdrawn 
itbtti the enjoyment of that pleasure of tepOse which has a value sd 
tnuch higher in the torrid zone than in Etfrop^ ? Afiy man,' he adds, 
^ may convince himself, that this enjoyment of repose is a high plea- 
sure, by honestly examinitig his own inclination f^r any laborious «xer* 
tion in the open air, wheu the st^ in Europe radiates a heat measured 
by 80 degrees of the thermometer.' It appears to Major Moody, 
therefore, to be impossible to induce any free negro, ' * to work eigki 
hours in a day for another man, in return for ordinary wages, in a 
country where the labourer could more easily obtain tlie same Talue in 
subsistence, by working for himself only half an hour, or an hour, or two 
hours.' In warm climates, * where repose is one of the most strong 
desires of men^ * to obtam, without coercion,' the steady labour of 
uncivilized men, he conceives will, * in practice, be foiihd to be liiost 
diflficttlt,' (p. 60, 61.) In short, he deems it vain to " eitpeet Tolaritdf^y, 
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steady, continiioas, and moderate industry in the low lands of tbe torrid 
zone* without coercion ; for, he adds, ' in the torrid zone, where steady 
labour in the sun is painful from the physical influence of heat, time 
cannot altogether remove the pain felt, though it prepares the bodies of 
some men to endure it. No dexterity in the use of tools can diminish 
the heat of the sunV rays, and, at the end of forty years, as at the end of 
four months, the pleasure of repose in the shade is found to be most 
powerful in diminishing voluntary steady industry/ (p. 77.)* 

" These physical fact s, however, are noj produced by Major Moody* 
as a reason for sparing the negro the agony of intense labour ih the sun ; 
or for giving him wages by way of compensating this pain, and tempt- 
ing him to labour ; but for coercing him, and for placing him under the 
power of that effective instrument, the cart-whip, which he seems to 
hold to be indispensable, not only for the slave population, but for all 
those African captives, on whom repeated acts of the Mtish Parliament 
have conferred freedom. I am not now, however, considering the 
justice and humanity of Major Moody's inferences, (his * Philosophy 
of Labour,' as he calls it) but merely the facts themselves, which, 
whatever I might say, I presume, the ' Dominica Planter' will admit 
to be true ; and if true, what do they prove ? Do they prove, with the 
'Dominica Planter,' and his array of witnesses on oath, that the slave 
population of the West Indies are happy ? Do they not prove the 
reverse ? The slaves. Major Moody gives us to understand, hate 
labour in a tropical sun, to such a degree, that wages cannot bribe 
them to undertake it. It is ' patn,' it is * painful' thus to labour. To' 
do so is to do violence to nature, which, in such a burning climate, in- 
tensely desires repose in the shade. And yet all the institutions of the 
West Indies, and particularly the driver with his cart- whip, and the 
overseer with his arlMtrary power of thirtv-nine lacerations, and confine- 
ment in the stocks, are skilfully framed, so as to compel them to this' 
pmnful labour by the means of a still more painful infliction, the torture 

* '<A carious coBtrast to the views of Major Moody is to be found id the pages 
of another strenuous advocate of the Colonists, Mr. Macqueen, who, in the 
Glasgow Courier of the 12th of October, 1826^ endeavours to prove, by the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from Kingston, in Jamaica, of the 1st of August pre- 
ceding, that *' the genial warmth * of a tropical sun is quite refreshing to the 
negre, and remarki^ly fits him for the perfonmLnee of the work, which the Plan-' 
terf require at his hands : — ' In England one hears such expressions as this—* 
*' the wretched negro toiling under a burning sun !' and this appears to describe 
a most pitiable case ; but how contrary to the fact ! 'f he heat that would kill 
one of us, is but a genial warmth to the native of another latitude. Yon may 
often see a negro by sunrise, when, perhaps, the thermometer is at seventy^eight 
degrees, with his head and ears tied up in a handkerehief, and shivering with 
cold ; but as the sun acquires force, the handkerchief, is thrown aside ; he 
becomes more and more active, and at noon he seems a different being from that 
you saw in the morning. In fact, you frequently hear the negroes complain of 
cold, but seldom if ever, of heat/ 

.*' We have here exhibited to us, a specimen of most extraordinary advo- 
cacy on the part of these two champions of the Colonial System, who are inge- 
nious enough to make the most contradictory statements contribute equally to 
the support of their favourite cause. Major Moody grounds the necessity of 
Slavery on the pain arising from the very same facts, which Mr. Macqueen^ 
alleges to be sources of pleasure, and which he therefore adduces in proof of 
the hunwnity of the System. . 
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of the lash well laid on, or the dread of that experienced torture. They 
are forced, not by the sweetenbg influence of reward, or by any of the 
hopes which elsewhere stimulate man to labour, but by the application 
of a superior degree of physical pain, to do that, steadily and conti- 
nuously, which it is painful, according to Major Moody, to do at alK 
To take the laws of Jamaica as a specimen of the rest. They authorise 
the master (seethe law of 1816, sec. 20, 27) to compel, by brute force, 
this painful labour in the field, from five in the morning till seven in the 
evening of each day — I say in the field, for these hours do not include 
the time consumed in the morning in going to that field, and in the 
evening in returning from it, nor the time consumed in procuring, and 
bringing home grass for the cattle, after the labour of the field is over ; 
so that at least fifteen hours oi painful labour in the day, with the in- 
terval of two hours and a half for meals, are regularly exacted by the 
superior pain at the cart- whip, or the dread of it; and during four 
months of the year, namely, in crop-time, four more hours must be 
added to this number, making in all nineteen hours out of the twenty- 
four, extracted from beings, to whom every such hour, according to 
Major Moody, is painful. And yet the slaves of Jamaica are happy ! ! ! 
What can so obliterate every trace of right feeling in the mind of any 
man, as to make him pronounce such a condition happy, or persuade 
him that he can make the public believe that it is so? I am aware that 
the labour of the slaves, painful to them as Mc^or Moody shews it to 
be, is to their masters at least, productive sometimes of very pleasant 
results. To this they may owe their stately mansions, their gilded 
apartments, their elegant furniture, their dashing equipages, their beds 
of down, their sumptuous tables, and their rich and sparkling wines. 
But are these enjoyments never disturbed by such impressive facts as 
Major Moody has 80 laboriously established? — thepam,the lassitude of 
the poor negroes; — the denial to them of that intensely desired repose 
in the shade, while the sun radiates not eighty only, but it may be ninety 
or ninety-five degrees ; — that reluctance of outraged nature which even 
* forty years* of habit, according to the gallant Major, cannot subdue; 
and, above all, the coercion, the stripes, or the dread of stripes, by 
which alone all these obstacles to the master's power of obtaining his 
varied enjoyments, are to be overcome ? If they do not, what does it 
prove, but what has been over and over again affirmed, that there is 
something in the administration of the West Indian System, which 
produces a state of feeling akin to that which permits the negro to 
laugh, and sing, and dance, and revel, beneath the lash and the 
chain." 



This, and aU other publications of the Society, may be had at their office, 
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STATISTICS OF SLAVE COLONIES. 

Much important information has recently been laid before the House 
of Commons, in the shape of Returns from the Slave Colonies, ordered 
to be printed on the 9th of May 1 826, and forming a volume of 760 folio 
pages, numbered 353. These Retuma embrace a period of five years, 
from the 1st of January 1821, to the 31st of December 1825, and 
refer to a variety of particulars, such as the marritu/e of slaves : the 
t^ratkm of families ; the value of slaves ; their manumission : Colo- 
Tual pauperism ; the general population^ Sec. From six qf the Colonies 
indeed, viz* Antigua, Bermuda, the Cape of Good Hope, Mauritiiis, 
Montserrat,and St. Lucia, there are as yet no Returns. The information 
that has beea obtained therefore, and of which we propose to give 
a brief abstract, relates exclusively to the other fourteen Colonies. 

I. Maeriages of Slaves. 

1. Baham(»$» In these Islands seven marriages of slaves have taken 
place in the five years, from 1821 to 1825 inclusive, betide^ ei^ 
marriages, in which one of thft parties was free aed the otiier a slave. 
The slave population amounli to upwards of 9000. 

An A^ 01 this Island, }>f^gsed in 1824, authoiris^s the celebration 
of marriages between siavefi, but not without the consent of tbwi 
ovreer in writing, which consent he n>ay withhold at pleasure » and 
without assigning a reason ; and it makes such n^igrriages valid, alu^ya 
savipg the authority and riglits of owners. (Clauses lOrr-U.) 

% Sarbadoes. The &lave population of thi^ Island is. about 80,000. 
Ov£ marriage took place among them in these five years, none having 
been celebrated before. This mso'riage was solemnized, in the parish of 
^t Lwiy, by the Rev. W. Harte. The singular boldness of this clergy- 
man, in committing such an act, deserves to be recorded, especially as 
we understand that it has broHght upon him the oejisure qf the Barba- 
dian public. The incumbents of the other ten pf^riih^ii have escaped the 
rtj^reaeh he has had to encounter. Tlieir return is luiifbni^ly, the sanoe 
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viz.'' Nil," What a state of domestic purity and blessedness, does the 
large slave population of Barbadoes exhibit, with only one marriage in 
^ve years ! The new Bishop, on landing in this island, we are told by 
his relation and secretary, was hailed by a chorus of sable damsels, 
singing these enchanting line^, 

De Bishop is coming, de Bishop is comiDg, 

De Bishop is coming to marry we ; 

De Bishop is coming to marry we all. o 

We will not attempt to account for the failure of these fond hopes : 
for even the single marriage which has been celebrated, and which is 
said to have excited almost as great a commotion in Barbadoes as 
the appearance of a Methodist missionary would have don«^ took plaee 
some weeks before the Bishop's first arrival there. 

The President of the Island, in a letter dated March 14, 1826, tells 
Lord Bathurst, ** that there is no law existing in Barbadoes, by which 
the marriage of slaves is authorized or sanctioned/' 

3, Berbice, The return from this Colony, containing 22,000 slaves, 
i» still more summary than that from Barbadoes. NO marriage of 
slaves has taken place there ; and the learned legists of Berbice aie 
in doubt whether the marriage ordinance of the Oolony,. being "the 
£gt Reglement en de generaliteit of tlieir high mightinesses of the 
States of Holland,*' has to do wi^h slaves. 

4, Demerara. In this Colony, containing 75,000 slaves, no marriage 
has taken place among them. 

5, Dominica, This Colony contains about 15,000 slaves. NO 
marriage has been celebrated by any Protestant clergyman between 
slaves; but three have been celebrated where one of the parties was 
free, and the other a slave. By the Catholic Cure, however, M. Jean 
de Lahos, 129 marriages of slaves have been solemnized in five years. 

The Dominica authorities were required to state what are the laws 
of that Island, '* by which the marriage of slaves is authorized and 
sanctioned, and their connubial rights, recognized and secured." Their, 
returp to this requisition affords a curious and edifying specimen of 
the reliance that is to be placed on representations proceeding from 
parties interested in the maintenance of slavery. 

They cite, as their answer to the requisition^ the following clausea 
of " an Act passed in 1788, for the Encouragement, Protection, and 
better Government of Slaves," viz, 

' Clause 4. " And be it and it is hereby enacted and ordained j by the 
authority aforesaid, that all owners, renters, managers, or overseers 
of all the slaves who may be arrived at the years of maturity, and 
who may be desirous of entering into a connubial state, shall en- 
courage and exhort such slave or slaves, to receive the ceremony of 
marriage, as instituted under the forms of the Christian religion : and 
in neglect of doing so, the said owner, renter, manager, or overseer, 
shall he subject to a fine of dve pounds." 

Clause 22. " And be it, and it is hereby further enacted and ordained, 
by the authority aforesaid. That any white person, or free person of 
colour whatever, who shall take away and cohabit with, the wife ob- 
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wives' of any of the slaves ot this Island, shall, on conviction thereof 
before ady three or more magistrates, be subject to a fine not exceeding 
the sum of fifty pounds." (£25 sterling.) 

This is one of the most unblushing attempts we have ever witnessed to 
impose dn the people and Parliament of Great Britain. This Acf , passed 
in 1788, was repealed in 1821, and has therefore now no operation 
whatevwf. Nor in the Act which was then substituted for it, nor in any 
Mdbseqnent Act have those clauses been renewed, which are now brought 
forward for no other purpose that we can discover, but to blind the 
eyes of the Parliament and people of England. An Act passed in 
1818, it is true, permits Curates, meaning we presume, the Catholic 
Cur^s, to solemnize the marriages of slaves, receiving a fee of one 
pound for each ; but as for the above cited clauses, they have no 
existence* 

The Dominica Assembly has long signalized itself by a sort of 
legislative dexterity. In 1788, it outdid all the other Assemblies, in 
tTOir pretended measures of reform ; witness the above clauses. But 
in 1804^ stxleen years after, when Lord Camden required General 
Prevost the Governor of Deminicay to inform him, what had been done 
in consequence _of the 4th and some* other clauses of the meliorating 
act of 1788, the honest soldier bluntly answered, that the clauses had 
not been carried into efiect. Not one slave had been married ; not one 
penalty had been enforced ; and the Att itself " appears," he tells us, 
" to have been considered, from the day it was passed until this hour, 
as a political measure to avert the interference of the mother country 
in the management of slaves.'* 

But though the above provisions were to all intents and purposes a 
dead letter, it was thought unsafe to retain them. Accordingly in 
1821, a new slave Act was passed, expressly to amend the former, in 
which not only were' these add several other fair sounding clauses 
omitted without any other being substituted, but at the very close of the 
new Act, a brief and summary clause is introduced, (the 35th) entirely 
repealing the Act of 1788. And yet, when the House of Commons in 
1826, calls for " a copy of any law, by which the marriage of slaves 
is authorized and sanctioned, and their connubial rights secured,'* 
the Dominica authorities have the hardihood, we will not say the disin- 
genuousness to produce as such law, the clauses of an act which a sub- 
sequent act of their own had totally repealed ; thus taking credit for 
provisions, which, while they existed, were a dead letter; and which 
they themselves had deliberately abrogated and annulled dye years 
before. 

6. Grenada, This Island contains 25,000 slaves. In the several 
parishes into which it is divided, fourteen marriages of slaves have 
taken place within the five years. One of the incumbents, the 
Rev. W. Nash, in reporting that not one marriage had taken place 
in his parish, subjoins some remarks of an exculpatory kind, which will 
be found to have an important general bearing. He praises two planters, 
who were solicitous to introduce something like religious instruction 
among Uieir slaves ; and he says, that if such plans were generally 
pursued, he should have happy presentiments of success, provided h^ 
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could prevail on the proprietors to attend to certain suggestions of hi$; 
such as '* That every convenient attention be shown to the iemporai 
welfare of the negroes. On this the success of the rest" (meaning the 
efforts made for their spiritual benefit) ** will mainly depend. The 
negroes, dull as their understandings are, have sagacity sufficient to 
connect moral causes with physical effects. They will say, ' if our 
masters are really so desirous of promoting diir happiness in the other 
world, why do they not give us ah earnest of it, by attending to Gvf 
comfort in this?' I trust they will do so, while they are sowing tbef 
• good seed ' for a future harvest. And although experience forbids 
me to be very sanguine in my expectations, yet I will believe that some 
of the seed will grow, and that there will be a harvest At least 
if good principles fail to produce good practice, it must be allowed that 
without good princft)les good practice cannot be expected. At all 
events, this acquisition will arise from it, the adversaries of the 
system will be obliged to desist, or to recede to their citadel the 
abstract question." 

What are we to conclude from this last remark ? Is it not that 
Mr. Nash does not view with perfectly friendly eyes the adversaries of 
this system ? If so, his concessions are the more to be valued. 

The Grenada Slave Act of J825, allows (see Clause 5) slaves to 
intermarry, provided the owner gives consent, and provided (a most 
unnecessary provision,) the Clergyman, Priest or other legally 
authorized person, shall consider such staves to have a competent 
knowledge of the marriage vow. 

7. Honduras. In this Colony there has been only one intermarriage 
of slaves ; and three between slaves and free persons. There is no law 
authorizing marriage. 

8. Jamaica. In this island, the Duke of Manchester states, in his 
letter of the 4th of March, 1826, that he is '* not aware of any law by 
which the marriage of slaves is authorized or sanctioned.** 

The following are the marriages of slaves, (marriages unautbonzed 
and unsanctioned, and therefore unprotected, by law) which took place 
in the different parishes of this Island, during the years 1821 — 1825 
inclusive, the slave population being about 330^000. 





Slave population. 


Marriages of SlaveSw 


Manchester, 


18000 


191 


Port Royal, 


7000 


24 


St. Dorothy'fe, 


5000 


4 


Hanover, 


23000 


4 


St. Thomas in the Vale, 


12000 


16 


St. Andrew's, 


16000 


no return. 


Trelawney, 


27000 


5 


Vere, 


8000 


1 


Clarendon, 


18000 


2 


St. Mary's, 


26000 


141 


St. John's, 


7000 


3 


St. George's, 
St. David's, 


13000 ' 


104 


8000 


aoi 
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Wertmoreland, 


22000 


2 


St. Elizabeth's, .^ 


J 9000 


2 


St. James's, 


25000 ' . 


89 


St. Thomas ia the East, 


25000 


1085 


St. Ann's, 


25000 


5 


SU Catherine's, . 


8000 


56 


Portland, 


8000 


57 


Kingston, 


7000 


601 



Some eurious circumstances ar^ to be remarked with respect to this 
list of marriages. 

Im the first place, except in one instance, (that of Manchester) 
marriage prevails Hshiefly where the Methodist preachers have obtainea 
a footing. In Kingston, and St. Thomas in the East, Methodist 
missions have been established for many years, and there marriages 
are frequent. In St. Mary's, St. George's, St. David's, St. James's, 
St. Catherine's, and Portland, wh^re the Methodist missionaries have 
recendy made inroads, marriages are becoming less infrequent. In 
eleven other parishes, containing 173,000 slaves, there were only 68 
marriages in five years, or about 13 in each year. And here it appears 
to us of the utmost importance to remark, that in the various parishes 
of this Island, which are pre-eminently distinguished by the paucity of 
marriages; asVere, in which only one marriage has taken place in Jive 
years ; Clarendon, where two marriages have taken place in five years ; 
St John's where, in five years, three marriages have been solemnized^ 
and only one marriage had ever taken place before ; Westmoreland, 
where only two marriages have taken place in five years ; St. Dorothy's, 
where only four marriages have taken place in five years ; Hanover, 
where the same number of marriages has been solemnized ; Trelawney, 
where there have been only five marriages ; St. Elizabeth, where only two 
Quurriages have occurred ; and St. Ann's, where there have been only 
five marriages in five years ; — ^it is most important, we say, to remark, 
that in th^ various parishes, not a few of the most influential West 
Indian Proprietors, filling seats in both Houses of Parliament, who pro- 
fess their cordial attachment to measures of Reform, and prefer strong 
claims to the public confidence and respect, possess large plantations, 
crowded with slaves. We earnestly entreat their attention to the facts 
now brought before them, and of which they may not have been pre^ 
viously aware, in the hope that they may apply a remedy to the evil. 

We now discover that 184, of the 187 marriages, which Mr. Brid^^es 
boasted of having solemnized in the parish of Manchester, but which 
in fact prove to have been only 140, were all celebrated by him, at 
one time, in or about the month of February, 1823, just as he must 
have received Mr. Wilberforce's Appeal and, to furnish a reply to 
whom, he found thai he must have a batch of marri$^es got up. In the 
parish of St. Ann's, of which Mr. Bridges is now the incumbent, only 
five marriages have taken place in five years, though the population is 
25,000. 

9. Nevisi. In a population of 9,500 j?laves, five marriages hav^ tajcfen 
place between slaves, and three where one party was a slave and the 
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otiier free. There is m this Island no law authorizing or sanctioning 
marriage. 

10. St. Christophers. In this Island there is no law authorizing mar- 
riage. The slave population amounts to nearly 20,000. Eighteen 
marriages have taken place among them in five years. 

U. St. Vincent*^, The slave population amounts to 24,000. Four 
marriages have taken place among them in five years. Until the year 
1820, a law existed in this Island, actually prohibiting the marriage of a 
slave with a free person, under a penalty on the officiating clergyman of 
£50. and on the free person of £200. or slavery for four years. This 
strange and whimsical enactment, marking the hostility of the St. Vin^ 
cent's legislators to all but illicit connections, was superseded by their 
Act of 1820; hot it-was not till December 1825, that the marriage of 
slaves received any legislative recognition. It was then authorized, but 
under grievous restrictions. The marriage can only be solemnized by a 
Clergyman of the established Church, and he must be satisfied that the 
parties understand the marriage-vow. What nation is there so savage 
on the face of the earth, the English Slave Colonies excepted, where the 
population does not understand the nature of the marriage engagement? 
This is a proof of the same ill-concealed hostility to marriage, which 
formerly reduced to slavery a freeman who married a slave. 

The clergyman of St. Vincent's, Mr. Lansdown Gilding, apologizes 
for the small number of marriages on the ground of his previous -want of 
authority to perform the ceremony. He complains too of interlopers. 
It seems a grievous offence in his eyes, that " vast numbers of slaves 
have been clandestinely married by Methodist preachers," and have not 
yet applied to him to be remarried. It would appear as if he actually 
regarded the Methodist preachers as offenders, because they had exerted 
themselves to check, among their converts, the prevailing habits of li- 
centiousness, by inducing them to form permanent connections under the 
imposing sanction of a religious ceremony. So far from meriting blame, 
they deserve for this the highest commendation ; and the St. Vincent's 
legislature owe it to the moral interests of their island to legalize these 
marriages, instead of leaving them to be thrown into doubt, by permit- 
ting Mr. Gilding to require the parties to be remarried by him before 
they are to be considered as man and wife. 

12. Tobago^ There is no, law authorizing the marriage of slaves in 
this Island, and, in point of fact, no such marriage has ever taken place 
there. Its slave population amounts to about 14,000. 

J 3 .Tortola. Tlie return from this island is to precisely the same 
effect with that from Tobago. 

14. Trinidadi The slave population of this island amounts to. 23,000. 
The Order in Council of 1824 legalized the marriage of slaves ; but the 
fruit of that order has hitherto been very small. Eleven marriages have 
followed it, there having been only one previously. Of these eleven mar- 
riages, nine have been celebrated by the Methodist Missionary, two by 
the Catholic Cur6, and not one by the Church of England clergyman. 

Is it necessary to add a word to this striking exemplification of the 
state of West Indian society and West Indian morals ? Is there in. the 
known woYld any thing to be compared to the profligacy of manners 
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vrhich it discloses ? Nor is the absence of right feeling which these state- 
ments evince, notwithstanding the discussions of forty years' duration 
by which the Colonists have been compelled to consider the question, 
more remarkable than the absolute indifference they, manifest to the be- 
nefits connected with an increase of the slave population. '* It is the 
interest of the Planters/' we are told, '' to treat their slaves well, and 
therefore they do treat them well." Such is the reasoning by which 
the people of England are deluded. Is it not then the interest oi the 
Planters that their slaves should increase? If it be, is not marriage 
essential to that object ? But, what has their all-powerful sense of 
•interest, to which so much is attributed, done to promote marriage 
among their slaves ? With what extreme reluctance do they even now 
consent to enactments for that purpose, and wjjat a mulliplicity of 
restrictions do they impose upon it? What can more clearly shew 
the light in which the whites view the negro race, than this extra- 
ordinary, nay almost morbid repugnance to raise them from the de- 
basement of a sexual intercourse resembling that of brutes, (not- 
withstanding the depopulation produced by it,) to the enjoyment of 
the charities of domestic life ? And does not this very fact solve 
to us much of the mystery which would otherwise hang over the 
whole of the Slavery question; while it proves the absolute hopeless- 
ness of any effectual reform proceeding from the Colonial autho- 
rities ? Among the White community of the West Indies ; and, we 
admit, it would be precisely the same with any community, placed in 
the same unfortunate circumstances with theirs ; there exists an invincible 
dislike of every measure which goes to lessen the moral and intellectual 
distance between themselves and the dependent negro, or to produce 
an approximation in their social, civil, or political rights. This 
state of feelmg is curiously illustrated in almost every page of the 
writings of that roost zealous of all the advocates of the Slave System, 
Major Moody ; and with his usual inverted mode of reasoning, he em- 
ploys it to shew, not that Parliament should interfere to correct the evil, 
but that the negroes are doomed to remain for ever an inferior and de- 
graded caste ; in short to be for ever slaves. The prejudice he assumes to 
be invincible and its cure hopeless, so long as their colour and their smell 
are unchanged. And is not the very existence of this prejudice an un- 
answerable argument against entrusting to the men who entertain it« 
the reform of their own negro code? We do not deny that the Colo- 
nists would be content to admit of many ameliorations in the treatinent 
of the slave, of a kind similar to those which might take place in the 
treatment of their cattle. But from every measure which would tend 
to raise him in the scale of being to their own level ; which would give 
him equal legal rights ; which would confer on him a social and civil 
as well as a merely animal existence ; which would make him a partici- 
pator in their intellectual pursuits, and in their deathless hopes, they 
shrink (and in this view of the subject the report of Major Moody be^M^s 
us out) with a kind of instinctive abhorrence, with a sensitiveness 
similar to that with which the inhabitant of the lordly mansion shrinks 
from intercommui^ion witli wretchedness and rags, with filth and beg- 
gary. We here speak not of a few enlightened and hiimane proprietpr^, 
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but of t^e tiiafts of Cokmial residenls. — Bntii may be »aid> ** if yo« a<i- 
nHt that tbe mass of the Colonists are actuated, la th^se feeling, just as 
ati other men would be actuated (who at least are not influensed by 
Christian principle, and do not feel that the soul of a negro is as valu- 
able as the soul of a white,) why load the Colonists with reproach 
and obloquy on ttiat account? The censure ought to fall not on tiie 
Colonists but on the circumstances in which they are unhappily placed/' 
— -^f n reply, we will go still farther than the objector and say, that the Co- 
lonists are not half so much to blame, in the conduct they pursue to- 
wards the negro race, as the legislature of Great Britain is, who refiise 
to interfere to prevent by their irresistible fiat, what is, and without iu 
interference ever must be, the natural and almost necessary result of the 
relative circumstances of the master and slave; — who vainly expeot 
that, in such ch'cumstances, the former should discharge with fidelity 
and impartiality the high legislative functions assigned to him ;^— who 
in short, confide the destinies of the slaves to those who, in the em- 
phatic language of Mr. Canning '' cannot execute that trust foirly ;" 
** Whose laws can never reach, can never cure the evil ; " there being 
something, as the same great statesman has well remarked, ^* in the very 
nature of absolute authority ^ in the relation between master and slave, 
which makes despotism^ in all cases and under all circuntsttmces, an 
incomp^tefU and unsure executor even of its own provisions infaoomr of 
the objects of its power, ^^ 

11. Separation oy Families. 

1 . Bahama, The Slave Act of this island, passed in 1 824, (clause 6) 
tobids the separation, by sale of any kind whether private or judicial, 
or by bequest, of husband and wife, or reputed husband and vnfe, and 
their children under fourteen years of age, provided they belong to Ihe 
4MUne owners. No m^ns are given of tracing whether, in the exporta- 
tions >vhich have taken place to other Colonies, or in the sales >by the 
Marshal of slaves seised hi execution, this law has been faithfuUy ob- 
served. 

'2. Barbadoes. It is not stated whether there be in Barbadoes any law 
to ^prevent the separation of families. It is clear however, tthat thdie is 
not. 

In these ipapers is contained a Return of forty-fowp persons escheated 
t^ the Crown, in this Island, from 1821 to !l825 inchtsive, whichdis^ 
dbses some curious particulars. 

A negro of Che name of John Thomas Atherley, had purchased his 
own freedom, and. had also succeeded in redeeming his wife and foUr 
children from Slavery, by the fruits of his own industry; when he died* 
Though he had been able to pay their owner the price of their manu* 
mission, he had not been able, before his death, to pay the enormous 
tax, which, in Barbadoes, was imposed on manumissions ; and he had 
omitted to make a will. His wife and children, therefore, were regarded 
as his own slaves, and as such, he having no legal heirs, were escheated 
to the Crown. And they would infallibly have been sold for the benefit 
of the Crown, but for the interposition of a benevolent mdividual, who 
made such representations, on the subject, to his Majesty's Government 
at home, as produced, at first, a suspension of their sale, and afterwards. 
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tktit tntim liberatioii. Thtie poor ct eatnrei^ 1k) we¥er» titer tU their feiurt 
and sufieringt, were made to pay the heavy expentes attendbgthe oes-«. 
sum of thtir liberty, as well at thejindimg of hit Ma^eitf*i tkh to them* 
Is it possible to conceive a more cruel case than this woald have beeo. 
under the operation of the laws of Barbadoes, bat for the intervention of 
the Government ?^-^There occurs one other case of manumission by an 
ord^ of the Lords Commissieiiers of his Majesty's Treasury ; and in 
the case of eighteen more, their hKm is suspended till his Majesty's plea* 
sure diall be taken. Surely it cannot be a matter of doubt, what thai 
pleasure will be* — >AU, however, of U^se escheats have not been so for- 
tansite as to have their case mmle known to the Qovenunent; and the 
following statement of the sales of individuals, f6r the bmejit qf hii 
Mcjesty, will be read with pain and disgust by every loyal mind. 

On the 7th of August, 18^3, nineteen individuals became escheats of 
the Crown ; and in eleven days from that time, namely, on the 18th of 
August, 1823, they were all sold by public auction, with the exception 
of two who effected their escape, and the net proceeds of their sde were 
pud into the Treasury of Great Britain. The transaction, bad enough 
HI itself, will be in no small degree aggravated, when we consider all 
the circumstances of it, and especially the cruel separation of families 
which was sanctioned by the agents of the Crown* The foUowbg are 
the particulars of this opprobrious sale, as they are given under the offi« 
cial signature of ^< Lionel Parke, Receiver General of his Majesty's 
Casual Revenue.** 

1. Quow, aged 55, father of Csesar, sold to Thomas Louis, for £45. 

2. Ceesar, aged 27, son of Quow, to Samuel Henery, for £90. 

3. Orange, aged 67, mother of October, to B. T* Young, for £5. 

4. October, aged 44, son of Orange, to C. Crouch, for £46. 

5. Abel, aged 49, husband of Lubbah, and father of Thomas, Kitty, 
and Becky, sold to Henry Tudor, for £32. 10s. 

6. LnUbuh, aged 40, wife of Abel, and mother of his children, sold 
also to Henry Tudor, for £38. She appears to have been put up sepa- 
rately, and Mr. Tudor appears to have bid high in order to obtain her. 

7. Iliomas, aged 16, son of Abel and Lubbah, sold to H. Mosely, 
for £51. 

8. Kitty, aged 13, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to Joshua Levi, 
for £46. 10s. 

9. Becky, aged 6, daughter of Abel and Lubbah, to MnAlsup, for £?.8. 
Again, Debon*,Sukey, Betsey, fPoHy, and Thomas, are brothers 

9nd sisters. Sukey has one child, Betsey three, amd PoUy one. They 
are thus disposed of, 

10. Deborah, aged 28, is s<^d to W. Straker, for £15. 

11. Sukey, aged 26, mother of Jas.W^^^^^ J ""S T^oi*i Howell! 

12. James Williaro, aged 1 J, son of Sukey, I ^^^ £^|^ 

13. Betsey, aged 34, mother of Carohne, ^ ^^^ ^^^^^ j^^ ^„^ j^^, 
^Gmce. and Medorah, . . ... . • I to James Leaked, 

14. Caroline, aged 4, daughter of Betsey, . i ^^^ £^q 

15. Grace, aged 2^, daughter of Betsey, .} 

16. Medorah, aged 9, daughter of Betsey, is sold to WiUiam Austin, 
fbr£51. 10b. 
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17. Thomasy aged 15, broihtr of Deborah, Sukey, &c. k sold to 
John Straken for £52. 10s. 

The fate of the remaining two is the only part of the detail which ia 
at all satisfectory. 

18. Polly, aged 39, mother of Richard, . . ) absconded, and can- 

19. Richard, aged 11, son of Polly, . . . ) not be found. 

The price at which these persons were sold is stated in Barbadoe» 
currency, and amounts to £602, or about £401 sterling. How much of 
this money, after passing through the hands of Escheators, Receivers, 
Marshals, Counsel, Attorneys, &c. came into the Royal Treasury of 
Great Britain, we should be curious to know. It is the price of blood, 
and we trust will not rest there without inquisition. What is it but a 
Slave Trade, more disgraceful than even that of Africa, by which the 
King of Great Britain has been made to enrich himself, at the rate of 
£10. or £15. a head, if so much, by the sale, into perpetual Slavery, of 
seventeen of his liege subjects, whose dearest ties have been burst 
asunder by the process? 

3. Berbice. There is no law prohibiting the separation of families ; 
but it is asserted to be the universal usage not to separate them, espe- 
cially in Marshal's sales. 

4. Demerara. The same return. 

5. Dominica. There is a clause (the 64th,) in an Act of May 5th, 
1803, which directs the Marshal to put up and sell slaves, one by one, 
except where a child under the age of fifteen years is to be sold, which 
shall be sold with the mother of such child, \f there be a mother to be 
sold. 

6. Qrenada. A clause (the 50th,) in the Act of 1825, forbids the 
Marshal, but without attaching any penalty to his disobedience, to sell, 
in execution, any married slave, or any unmarried female slave, having a 
child under twelve, belonging to the same owner, unless they shall be 
sold to the same person, and if sold separate ; the sale shall be null and 
void. This enactment excludes reputed husbands and wives, though 
having large families, from the benefits of its exemption ; and consi- 
dering that scarcely any marriages of slaves have taken place in Gre- 
nada, this does in fact exclude the whole slave population from those 
benefits. Besides, the exemption is wholly confined to sales in exe- 
cution, and leaves private sales to proceed according to the caprice of 
the owner. 

7. Honduras, No law exists rendering the separation of husband 
and wife, parents or children unlawful, but custom is said to prohibit 
the separation of mothers from children under the age of maturity. 

8. Jamaica. " I am not aware," says the Duke of Manchester, " of 
any law by which the separation of husband and wife, or of parents and 
children, by sale or otherwise, is rendered unlawful." Accordingly, 
innumerable intances occur of such separations. 

9. NeviSy ... .1 There appears to be no law in these 

10. St. ChristopJi€r*s, > Islands . prohibiting the separation of fa- 

11. Tortola^ . . .jmilies. 

12. Tobago. It is prohibited to sell children under fourteen years of 
age apart from their mothers. 

1 3. St. Vincent's. There appears no law of this Island on the subject. 
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14. Trinidad. The Order in Council prohibits the lepamtioa of 
families only by judicial sale, leaving it to the caprice of the individual 
to regulate his private sales. 

In concluding this head, let us again carefully note the spirit of Colo- 
nial legislation, as exemplified, not only in the brutality of the sexual in- 
tercourse which has so long been preferred to the marriage tie, but in 
the reckless indifference with which, in the ease of the negro, that legis- 
lation has left every tie to be burst asunder, and has assimilated human 
beings, bom in the image of God, and possessing natural affections as 
ardent as our own, as mere chattels, to the beasts that p^sh. 

III. Pauperism. 

1. Bahamas. The only establishment in the Baliamas, for the relief 
of the poor, appears to be an hospital or poorhouse. The expense 
attending it amounts to from £1,400, to £1,600 a year, but the items 
of the expenditure are not given, and it is to be presumed, that the 
greatest part of it consists in salaries to the superintendants and ser- 
vants of the establishment ; because an equal sum appears to be spent 
in 1825, when there were only ten patients in the hospital, and in 1823, 
when there were forty-eight. The number passing through the hos- 
pital in five years amounted to 141 , viz^ — Seventy-four free blacks 
and coloured persons, and sixty-five whites ; being, on the average, 
fifteen free persons and thirteen whites. The number of free blacks and 
persons of colour is about 2400, of whites about half that number. 

2. Barbadoes. The foUovdng is the average annual number of pau- 
pers, supported in nine different parishes of this island, as given in the 
Returns from 1821 to 1825, inclusive, the Returns from St. James and 
St. Philip being wholly omitted, viz. 



St. Lucy, 


63. 


St. Peter, 


96. 


St. Tliomas, 


77. 


St Joseph, 


18. 


St. John, 


65. 


Christ Church, 


130. 


St. Andrew, 


86. 


St. Michael's, 


401. 


St. George, 


62. 







In all 998 paupers, all of whom, with a single exception, are white. 
The parish returns in general express that there are no free blacks or 
coloured persons who receive relief. The parish of St. Michael is the 
only exception, and there, relief is afforded to one woman of colour. 
From one parish, St. Peter's, the return is that '^ there are no free 
coloured paupers ;'* from another, St Joseph's, ^' that no instance of a 
free black or coloured person being relieved by the parish," has oc- 
curred. The return from Christ Church, slates that, '' at any time that 
free coloured persons require relief, it is granted from the parish ;" but 
no instance is recorded of its having been required or granted. In one 
parish, indeed, St. George's, an endeavour is made to represent the an- 
nuity paid, by law, as interest on the sums exacted as a tax on manumis- 
sions, in the light of parish relief; and thirty-six free black and coloured 
persons are named, who thus receive relief. But this is nothing more 
than a domiy attempt at imposition, the sunis paid annually by the 



Digitized by 



Google 



276 

pemh m thmt ^sea beinf Deilker more nor less tkm Uit ^f$ annmity, 
f^K^fttreotodto 1»6 fiTttn io coiMstd^ralkm of tbe heavy impoBU exacted for 
Hianumissions, viz. 8 per cent, (being £4 per aiinuin») when tbe taiL 
was £50— H>r 6 per cent (being £12 and £18 per anitum,) when the 
tax reached tbe enormoni turn of £200 and £300. — Nothing can more 
fbrciUy shew that the object of the Barbadoes legiUature was to di»- 
■courage and retard manumissions than tbe facts now before us. Not 
It free Mack or coloured pauper, with one solitary escception, is to be 
fouml ia t^ whole Island of Barbadoes. Tbe pretetce, therefore, far 
this tax, that it was to save the island from the pressure of the pauh 
perism, with which the insuperable indolence and profligacy of the 
enfranchised negro, on his deliverance from slavery and its cart- 
whip, must soon overspread the Island, was a pretence wholly un- 
founded, and which must have been known by those who enployed it 
to be so. Nay, so far was this f^an from being burdensome to tite 
laiand, that, calculating the average length of human life, it must hav« 
been a gainer by these payments, a most inadequate annuity bemg given 
in return. And yet, how remarkable is it diat, with the exception of 
this anniiiiy» an annuity which lasts only during the hie of Uie first 
payee of it, and does not extend to his of^pring who roi^t be consi- 
dered as more likely to need it, there is, at this moment, in the whole 
island, but one solitary free black or person of colour, who is a burden 
eo the colonial funds for the relief of the poor ; while the number of 
white paupers (taking the two omitted parishes at fifty each) amounts 
to 1098. We wish diat Major Moody would exert all the acuteness 
of his philosophy to reconcile this phenomenon with his theory of the 
, indispensable necessity of slavery and its cartwbip, to the comfort and 
improvement of the African race in the low lands of tropical climates. 
Barbadoes is a tropical climate, and its land is low, and, what is still 
more to the point, its population is dense ; and yet its free black and 
coloured inhabitants, amounting to at least 4000 or 5000, maintain 
themselves by their own exertions, and are even growing in wealth and 
civilizatiop, though placed under circumstances of extreme political and 
civil degradation. They pay, too, their fair share of the burdens of the 
state ; and they do not in any way add to those burdens. — A fact well 
authenticated is worth a thousand arguments. Here then is a fact, be 
it pkf^skal or be k tnoral, (we leave it to the logical skill oft Major 
'Moody -to settle the point,) which frowns fearfully in the face of his 
theory. It will be an effort worthy of his ingenuity to twist from it 
an inference which will prop up, even for a brief space, hh system of 
the philosophy of labour ; a system, indeed, which is already falling by 
ks oWn native weight and tortuous construction, before one serious 
attack has as yet been made upon it. 

It has been found exceedingly di£Bcultto obtain an aoeurate return, 
from all the parishes of Barbadoes, of the white and the free black and 
coloured population, but the probable estimate of these classes seems to 
be about 14,500 whites, and 4,500 free black and coloared pereons. 

3u Berbke* Hie white population of this Oolouy appears to amowit 
to about 600, the free black and cohmred to 900. Tbe funds for the relief, 
of die poor arise, b great part, from taxes on manwnissten. ^ in 19A2 
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the expenditure eppean to haTe^been as foUovs: for aeventeen whke 
penont, guilders 4,139. 10 ; (ox tfPO free penoot of eoloor, gitadeis 
634. 16; being for the whites above £300 aterliBg, and for the ftee 
persons of oolQ|ir under £40. 

4. Demertara. The free black and colottred population of &is Co- 
lony amounts to 4»727 ; the whites, it is supposeo, to not above half 
that number. The number of the latter, who are pensioners on the 
poor fund, on the average of five years, appears to be fifty^one ; of free 
black and coloured persons twenty-six. Besides this, there is oeca- 
MOttal relief given to both classes, in Uie proportion of about three to 
•oe ; that is to say, the white paupers receive, in this way, an aggrecate 
amount, which is about three times as much as is paid to paupers of the 
other dass« The accounts, however, are far from being dear and die- 
ttnot ; sufficiently so, however, to shew that, while the free black and 
coloured population is probably double that of the whites, the portion 
of relief they receive does not amount to more than one half-^**alihough 
in those five years ^ poor fund derived, from that most unjust and 
oppressive tax, a tax on manumissions, no less than 20,400 guilders, 
or neariy £1 ,500 staling. 

5. Dominica. The white p(qpulation of Domimca is estimated at 
about 900 ; the free black and coloured population was ascertained in 
1825 to amount to 3122. During the five years, ending in Nov. 1825, 
tliirty of the former class had received relief from the poor fund, and only 
ten of the latter; the amount paid to the latter being £1110, to the 
former £3792 ; so diat we find only one third of the nomber of paupers 
in a population of free black and coloured persons which is considera- 
bly more than three times as numerous as the whites ; thus making the 
proportion about one to nine. 

6. Grenada. This Colony furnishes a atill more striking exemplifica- 
tion of the independence of the free black and coloured population 
than even Dominica. They amounted in 1825 to 3486. The last 
census of the whites in 1820 gave their number 883, and there is rea- 
son to suppose that they may have diminished rather than increased 
since that time. During the kre years in question, the expense of the 
Colony hospital, which alone appears to give relief to paupers, was 
about £2640 currency, or £1320 sterling, being at the average rate of 
£264 sterling per annum, and even this includes the salaries of officers, 
the treasurer having £50 sterling a year. But it does not appear that 
any part of this small sum was applied to the relief of free blacks 
or persons of colour. 

7. Honduras. This small Colony furnishes a further striking proof 
of the utter groundlessness of those allegations, which are sounded, 
from mouth to mouth,, throughout the whole Colonial party with 
Major Moody at their head. The white population of Honduras is 
returned, in 1824, as amounting only to 150, the free black and 
coloured population, to 1750, (see letter of Capt. McLean, House of 
Commons papers, 18th of June, 1824, No. 439) being about twelve 
^nes as numerous as the whites. The return of the Treasurer of the 
Colony is, that " there are no funds raised in Honduras, for the 
support of the poor, diere being so very few persons who are Ktersliy 
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m distress from pov^y ; but such as are so, are readily reli^?4d by 
the Magistrates^ and monies allowed them from the public funds of the 
settlement." The number of free persons thus relieved, has varied in 
five years, from 6 to 8, eight being the largest number, at an expense 
of about £100 sterling annually. There appear to have been only 
two white paupers in the Colony, with the exception of the Poyais 
emigrants, for whom, a sum of about £4000 currency was disbursed 
from the public treasury. 

8. Jamaica, This Island is supposed to contain about 20,000 
whites, and about double that number of free black and coloured 
persons. The return of paupers from eighteen of its parishes (those 
of Kingston, St. Thomas in the Vale, and St. Dorothy's being omitted,) 
exhibit the average number of white paupers to be 295, of black apd 
coloured paupers 148; the proportion of white paupers to those of 
the other class, according to the whole population of each, being as 
(bur to one. The payments made to the whites are also very con- 
siderably larger in amount, in proportion to the number relieved, than 
those made to the black coloured paupers. 

9. Nevis. The white population of this Colony is estimated at about 
800, the free black and coloured population at about 1800. The 
number of white paupers receiving relief is stated to be 25, that of the 
other class 2 ; being in the proportion to that of the whites of one to 
twenty eight. 

10. St. Christopher's, We have no means of ascertaining the white, 
and the free coloured population of this Island. The average number of 
white paupers appears to be 115, of black and coloured paupers, 14, 
although there is no doubt that the population of the latter class, 
greatly outnumbers that of the former. 

11. Si. Vincent's. The white population of this Island is stated, hi 
1825, to be 1301; the free black and coloured population 2824. 
" We have never had," says Sir C. Brisbane, the Governor, " any 
poor's rate or other taxes levied for the support of the poor. The few 
paupers (always white) who occasionally resort hither, are generally 
supported from the town funds." 

12. Tobago. Neither the white, nor the free black and coloure<| 
population of this Island is given. But the point is of small imp 
portance, as the Governor, Sir F. P. Robinson, mforms Lord Bathurst, 
that ** there is no fund for assisting paupers in this Colony, except 
that of the Church," (which does not amount to sixty dollars per 
annum) " and the reason is, that there are no other poor poople^ who 
require that kind of relief." 

13. Tortola. In 1825, the free black and coloured population 
amounted to 607. The whites are estimated at. about 300. The number 
of white paupers relieved appears^ to be ^9 ; of black and coloured, 4 ; 
being in the proportion of fourteen to one. 

14. Trinidad. The white population of this Island is about 3500 ; 
that of free black and coloured persons amounts to about 15,000. 
The Treasurer of the Island repoii;s, that no funds have been raised in 
this Colony for the support of the poor. 

In shorty in a population of free blacks and people of colour, amount- 
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ing to fr6m 80,000 to 90,000, cwaly 229 persons have received any relief 
however small, as paupers, being about one in each 370 persons, 
exhibiting altogether an example of ease and independence, not to 
be paralleled in any other part of the British Dommions, or among 
any other class of his Majesty's subjects. And yet what says that 
veracious writer the Rev. Mr. bridges, on this subject? "The free 
negro and coloured population of these colonies are a slothful race, 
living without labour or means ;" they " merit your commiseration, and 
should elicit your sympathy." " In age or incapacity they are ex- 
posed " " without resource to all the want and misery, which close 
a Ufe of unrestrained indolence, apathy, and vice.'' 

IV. Manumissions. 

In the five years from 1821 to 1825 inclusive, the following manu- 
missions have taken place, viz. — 

1. In the Bahamas, there have beeen 176 manumissions: — there 
is here no tax payable upon them. 

2. In Barbadoes, 408 manumissions have taken place ; on seventy 
two of which a tax of £50 was paid, and on 336 of which no tax was 
paid, the parties having evaded it by being manumitted in England 
at an expense of about seven pounds ; a conveyance of them to a 
person in England having been previously executed by their owners, for 
the express purpose of their being manumitted. The fee for those 
on whom the tax has been paid is 30s.; on the others, 37s. 6d. 
Those for whom the tax has been paid, are entitled to an annuity of 
8 per cent, or £4. per annum for life ; the others to nothing. 

3. In BerbicCj the manumissions have been only 49, for which 
taxes have been paid to the extent of 17,500 guilders, or £1250 
sterling, besides a fee on each of 186 guilders, or £13. 5s. sterling, 
being altogether a tax of about £39. 5s. on each manumission. 

4. In Demerara, the manumissions have been 142, the taxes on 
which have amounted to 20,396 guilders, or £1457 sterhng, being at 
the rate of £1 1 sterling on each, besides the fees, which are large. 

5. In Dominica, the manumissions have amounted to 156, on which 
a tax has been paid of £2904 currency, besides fees amountmg to 
£202. 10s. in all £3106. 10s. currency, dr £1553. 5s. sterling, being at 
the rate of about £10. sterling each. 

6. In Grenada, the manumissions have been 407, a fee being paid 
on each of £3. 16s. and no tax. 

8. In Honduras, 141 manumissions have taken place, the charge 
on each being a fee of two dollars and a half, and no tax besides. 
One man pays £250 for his freedom, another £300, another, £225. 
The father of three children buys them for £280. A man continuing a 
slave himself, buys his wife for £100; another buys his son for the 
same sum : several women buy themselves at the rate of £100, and 
one pays for herself £200. 

8. In Jamaica, the record of manumissions is so confused, that it 
is difficult to ascertain the precise number. In many cases Uie par- 
ticulars of wills are given directing certain sums to be paid for manu- 
missions, but without specifying wheth^ ^^^ provisions of these wills 
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have betn oarrkd hitb effect. It h ihet^ot^'^ "MXitt of dotibt, 
what th« number of manumhsioin ia thi^ Island during the five years 
in 4ii«stion> actually has been. There is also great irregularity in 
the dates of the manumissions, many of them bearing that of almost 
every year from 1805 to 1820^ and some even so distant a date as 
1796. In shorty no account could be more ingeniously contrived to 
render all correct inference from it absolutely impossible. The num- 
ber in the five years may be 1500, or it may foe 2900. A few curious 
facts may, nevertheless, be collected from it« One noble lord sells 
Charlotte and her six children for £700. Another noble lord sells 
Sarah for £180. ; Mary Ann, for £150.; and Eleanor and her child, 
for £100. A wealthy baronet sells a woman and her four children for 
£315. ; a man, for £200. ; four women, for £335.; and two women, for 
£330. Another baronet, a member of parliament, sells a mother and 
her daughter for £280. ; a mother and Iwo children, for £420. ; a mo- 
Uier and four children, for £360. ; and a mother itnd two children, 
for £185. One proprietor sells two wpmen and a child for £400 ; and 
a Woman, for £140. Another, a member of parliament, sells two 
Elizas, one for £100., the other for £150., and John for £140. Ano- 
ther member of parliament sells Elizabeth Guy, for a " new slave,^ value 
£115. If the word " new slave," is to be Understood in its ordinary 
acceptation, it seems fit that the Attomey-Genersd should enquire 
where such a contraband article was obtained. 

Now, it is obvious, that in all these cases the vendors of the manu- 
mitted slaves, who are, probably for the most part, the mulatto concu- 
bines and children of white men, take advantage of the state of the 
law, to exact from their keeper or parent, a far higher price than the 
fair market value Of the persons sold. It is plain that but for this, 
£280 never could have been obtained for a mother and her daughter, 
or £420 for a mother and her two daughters. And this will more 
clearly appear, when we come, under the next head, to see what is the 
fair average value of slaves, when brought into the market, and sold 
at the market price. The persons disposed of at these enormous 
rates, if sold by auction, or feirly appraised, would not have brought 
to their vendors, (we will not suppose the owners to be cognizant of 
the matter,) above one third of the money that has been exacted ibr 
them. And it might be shewn from this very $,etum, that the 
same course is pursued, not only where passion or affection may 
be effectually wrought upon to submit to such exorbitant demands, 
but where the earnest desire of the hard working slave, to effect 
his emancipation, enables the master to exact for his freedom double 
or treble the sum he could procure for him by appraisement. On this 
principle, we find many male slav^ paying for themselves £140, 
£200, and even £250 ; and female slaves paying like prices, and one 
even as much as £300 for liberty. Now if Lord Bathurst's plan of 
compelling manumissions to be executed at a fair appraisement were to 
be adopted, such cruel exactions would be no longer possible; and hence, 
we mar presume, in part arises the violent opposition which has been 
excited to that measure, just and merciful as h<is, through the West 
Ihdies. We are confirmed in this view of the subject by a letter which 
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appeared io a late Jamaica newtpaper, addressed to its Editor^ by Mr* 
Gffossett, the Member of Parliameoty in which, while be recommends a 
prudent compliance with 'some of the propositions of Government, he 
condemns this particular provbion as big with ruin to the owners of 
staves ; although Lord Batburst most truly represents it as altogether in- 
dispensable to the liope of advancing a single step towards the ultimate 
extinction of Slavery* 

9. In Nevis fifty-seven manumissions have taken place. 

10. In i$>^ Christopher* s the number of manumissions furnished by 
John Tyson, Uie Regbtrar of Deeds, as occurring from 1821 to 1825, 
is 262. But there is an additional Return from the Registrar of Slaves, 
W. Thomson, of 513 manumissions between 1817 and 1825, which 
aye not recorded by the Registrar of Deeds, making together 775. Tbe 
remark of the Governor upon the subject is to this effect. ** As the en- 
tering of each manumission in the office of the Registrar of Deeds is 
necessary to the legality of the proceeding, many more persons are 
actually manumitted than appears on the face of the return forwarded 
from that office ; and I therefore enclose a Return of manumissiona as 
futnished by the Registrar of Slaves, by which it will appear that near 
double the number of slaves have been actually manumitted that are not 
considered so in the eye of the law." This, however, is a gpreat grievance, 
aud some remedy should be forthwith applied to it, otherwise these 513 
manumitted persons, may, hereafter, from the want of some required 
formality t be reduced again to their former cruel bondage. And the 
omission .of this formality is the more remarkable, as the fee attending 
it does not appear to exceed 22s. 6<f. currency, or lis. sterling. In this 
island also we find individual slaves forced to pay £100. £150. £200. 
and even £300. for their redemption, while the average rate at sales is 
only £48. 5s. There is now no tax in this island on manumissions. 

11. In St. Vincent's the. manumissions amount to 389. The fee <m 
manumission is £8. There is no tax. 

12. In Tobago the Return extends only from the 1st January to the 
19th November, 1825, omitting the preceding four years for which a Re- 
turn was demanded. The manumissions are only fifteen in number. 
There is neither tax nor fee in this Island. 

13. In Tortola there have been 101 slaves manumitted at a cost for 
ibes of 39s. each, of whom at least eighty appear to have been redeemed 
by themselves or their parents. 

14. In Trinidad 611 manumissions have taken place, about half of 
which appear to have been effected by themselves, or by their parents, 
at prices varying from £25. to £375. currency. The fee on each 
manumission is £1. sterling, and is paid by the Treasury of the Island. 
There is no tax. 

V. Value of Slaves. 

Th0 volume before us contains, among other points of information, a 
return of the number of slaves taken and sold in execution for debt, or 
levied upon and sold for taxes, from the 1st January, 1821, to the 31st 
December, 1825, specifying a|;e, sex, and price, and the names of 
vendors and purchasers. 'Hie mferences to be drawn from these detaila 
will be found to be important. 
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1 . Bahamas. The slaves sold in execution in this Island amount to 
^67, and the gross proceeds of their sale to £2867. 10$. currency, being 
at the rate of £42. 16*. or at the exchange of 200, £21. 8s. sterlin|^. 
^ 2. Barhadoes. The sales b execution in this Island consist of 
l3i6slaves, and the proceeds of their sale amount to £53,188. IDs. M. 
currency, being at the average rate for each of £40. 8s. Ad, currency, or 
at the exchange of 150, £27. sterling. Of the above 1316 slaves, only 
the life estate of ninety-one was sold. These, who, of course, were all 
females, brought £1697. 10s., or £18. 12s. M. each, on the average. 
Laying these aside, the average of the remaining 1225 would rise to £42. 
•currency, or £28. sterling. In many cases motliers and young children 
are sold together, and these appear to be the only cases in which re- 
gard is paid to consanguinity. In the majority of cases, the slaves, even 
young slaves, boys and girls, are sold singly. 

3. Berbice : 446 slaves, sold in execution, bring 561,860 guilders, 
or an average of 1260 guilders for each, being £90. sterling. 

4. Demerara : 2705 slaves, sold in execution, yield 3,254,006 
guilders, being for each 1203 guilders, or about £86. sterling. 

5. Dominica: 58 slaves, sold in execution, bring £3487. lis. cur< 
rency, being £60. 2s. 6d, or £30. Is 3d. sterling for each. 

6. Grenada: 242 slaves are sold in execution for £14,889. 8s. cur- 
-rency, being for each £61. 12s., or £30. 16s. sterling. 

7. Honduras. Here 151 slaves arc sold in execution for £19,014. Ids. 
being for each £125. 10s. currency, which would make, if the rate of 
exchange be the same as in Jamaica, about £84. sterling ; or if the same 
as in the Leeward Islands, d662. 15s. sterling. Individual men were sold 
as high as £300. £370. and even £400., and women as high as £150. 
£180. and £205. and one even for £360. 

8. Jamaica. The Provost Marshal of this Island has given no Return 
of the sales in execution, and his reason is, that he cannot give it with 
all the particulars that are required. He might still have communi- 
cated as much information as he could, and at least have stated the 
aggregate number of slaves sold from year to year, with the gross pro- 
ceeds of their sale. But even this he has withheld. The defect, how- 
ever, is partly supplied from another source. A Return is given to us of 
the slaves levied upon and sold for taxes, in the different parishes of the 
Island. The general result of this return is, that the slaves so sold 
have amounted in five years to 550, chiefly persons in tlie prhne of life, 
who have brought the gross sum of £37,630. 14s. lOd. currency; being 
for each slave £68. 8s. Bd., or, at the exchange of 150, (which, we be- 
lieve, is the present rate of exchange) £45. 1 2s. 6d. sterling. When 
mothers and their children are levied upon together, they appear to be 
always sold together, but the seizures in most instances are seizures of 
single slaves, either male or female, many of them young, who are of 
course sold singly and separately. 

9. Nevis: 47 slaves are sold in execution for £1630. sterling, or 
£35. each. 

10. St Christopher^ s: 376 slaves are sold in execution for £17,742. 
1 7s. 9d, currency, being for each £48. 5s. currency, or £24. 2s. 6d. 
sterling. 

11. St. Vincent's : 848 slaves are sold, many of them with the land 
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attached, for £28,437. currency, being not more, on the average, for 
each, than £33. 10s. currency, or £16. 15s. sterling; and yet this price, 
low as it is, may be correct, for we find in the same Island, that three 
adults, sold for taxes, brought only £137. currency, being £45. 13s. 4d. 
currency for each, or £22. I6s, Sd, sterling. 

12. Tobago, No prices are attached to the thirty-one slaves, said to 
be sold in execution in this Island. 

13. Tortola: 159 slaves are sold in execution for £5638. 18s. 4d. 
currency, being for each £35, or £17. 10s. sterling. 

14. Trinidad, The number of slaves sold in execution has been 
1086, but DO account is given of the prices at which they were sold. 

The result of the whole, as far as the materials before us go, is to 
exhibit the following as the average price in sterling money of slaves in 
the different colonies, viz. 





£. 


«. d. 




£. 


«. d. 


1 St. Vincent's, . 


. 16 


15 


7 Grenada, 


... 30 


16 


2 Tortola, . . . 


. 17 


10 


8 Nevis, . 


... 35 





3 Bahamas, . . 


. 21 


8 


9 Jamaica, . 


... 45 


12 6 


4 St. Christopher's, 


. 24 


2 6 


10 Honduras, 


. 84 or 62 


15 


5 Barbadoes, . . 


. 28 





11 Demerara, 


... 86 





6 Dominica, . . 


. 30 


1 3 


12 Berbice, . 


... 90 






Whether any part of these discrepancies are to be ascribed to some 
inaccuracy in the Returns ; or whether in some of the Marshal's sales, as 
in St. Vincent's or Tortola, the prices are collusively low, it is impossi- 
ble for us to say. We give the result as we find it. 

The cause of the high average in Jamaica, as compared with the 
other islands, is obviously, in great part, owing to this, that the persons 
levied upon for taxes are, with few exceptions, persons in the prime of 
life (from thirteen to thirty-five and forty years of age), while sales in 
execution embrace all ages from infancy to decrepitude. The market 
of Jamaica is also more extensive than that of the other islands. With 
respect to the enormous price given for slaves on the South American 
continent, nearly three times their price in the islands, it can only be 
resolved into the superior fertility of the soil of Guiana. 

There are men among us who argue that that superior fertility of soil 
is an advantage to the slave. On this principle it was that so many 
iniquitous transfers of slaves were permitted^ in violation of the acts 
abolishing the slave trade, from the Bahamas, Dominica, &c, to Deme* 
rara. The mendacious allegation of the interested parties was, that, 
the slaves must starve and perish in the former, while they would enjoy 
abundance and prosperity in the latter ; and by this deliberate misre- 
presentation they succeeded in imposing on His Majesty's Government, 
and on some even of the warmest friends of the oppressed Africans. 
The rapid increase of the slaves in the Bahamas and Dominica^ 
and their equally or still more rapid decrease in Demerara, points no 
longer disputable, sufficiently expose the impudent and cruel impos- 
ture. 

Observe also, not only the more deathful influence of rich fertile colonies 
as compared with poor ones on the slaves — the planter's instruments of 
production ; but the increased facilities of manumission which they 
enjoy in the latter. A slave may obtain his freedom in Tortola, for 
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•xample, at about a fifth part of the price for which he could purthaie 
it in Guiana ; in Barbadoes, at one third ; and in Jamaica, at one hair 
It is no wonder that Mr. Pickering and other Tortola planters should 
hove so ea^rly sought permission to transport their slaves from that 
Island ; and that their slaves should have been so reluctant to quit it. 

And the f^t is in exact agreement with the argument. Th^ popu- 
lution of Demerara and Barbadoes are nearly equal, and both colonies 
impose taxes on manumission; but in Barbadoes, where slaves are £28. 
each, 408 manumissions have been effected, in the same time in which, 
in Demerara, where slaves cost three times as much, only 142 manu- 
missions have been effected, i 

In the Bahamas, where there is no tax, and slaves cost on the aver- 
age only £21. 8s, ^ 176 manumissions have taken place, in apopulatioa 
of 9500 slaves. At the same rate, the manumissions in Barbadoes and 
Demerara would have been about 1500, and 1400,instead of 408,and 142. 

Berbice contains 22000 slaves, whose average price appears to be 
«fbout £90, while ^ heavy tax is imposed on manumissions. The ma- 
ifumissions there amount to 49 ; while in St. Christopher's, containing 
20,000 slaves^ where there is no tax, and where slaves appear to average 
£24, the manumissions in the same time are at least ten times as nume* 
rous, and in Grenada and St. Vinceni's, they are about seven times as 
numerous, in proportion to their population. Nay, in Grenada and in St. 
Vincent's, the population of eacn of which do not amount to a third of 
that of Barbadoes, the number of manumissions is nearly as great as 
in that Island, where a tax of £50. has been continued. 

In Dominica, the effect of even an inferior tax is apparent. Its popu- 
lation is 15000 ; the manumissions 156. At the rate of Grenada and 
St. Vincent's, it ought to h^ve been about 250, at that of the Bahamas 
280, and at that of Tortola 303. The manumissions in Barbadoes and 
Demerara, if they proceeded at the rate of Tortola, where there is no 
tax, and slaves average £17. 10^. would be 1616 for the former, and 
1615 for the latter, instead of 408, and 142. 

It is certainly a ground of serious regret, as respects the Cdonial de- 
partment, that notwithstanding numerous representatations on the sub* 
ject, the tax on manumissions should have continued so long without 
modification or repeal, in the Colonies of Berbice and Demerara, where 
Che crown is the sole legislator, and where nothing was wanting to pot 
an end to the tax but an order of the Secretary of State. 

But^ it be true that fertility of soil aggravates the evils of slavery, 
and multipKes the obstacles to enfVanchisement, it follows as a corollary 
that bounties and protecting duties add greatly to its destructive in- 
lltience'; while they serve, pro (anto, to counteract the salutary elTects 
of diminished fertility on the mitigation and final extinction of slavery. 
But at present we can only glance at this part of the subject. 

Another remarkable inference which seems deducible from the facts 
before us, but on which we cannot now enlarge, is this : that the jdis- 
tress of the planter will be found to run parallel with the fertility of th^ 
soil he cultivates, and with the consequent high appreciation of his 
slaves. If we take the four colonies of Demerara, Berbice, Trinidad, 
a«d Honduras, where the average value of slaves is the highest, tne 
shall fitad the proportion of the slaves taketi and sold in exec«tion in 
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five years, to be as high as one in twenty-eight of the slave population; 
whereas, in the other eight colonies, from which we have Returns of the 
sales in execution, viz. St. Vincent's, Tortola, Bahamas, Nevis, St. 
Christopher's, Barbadoes, Dominica, and Grenada, and in which the 
prices are low, the proportion of slaves, so sold, is only one in sixty ; 
and leaving out St. Vincent's and Tortola, which seem to involve some 
doubt, it is only one in eighty ! 

Is there not somethmg in this singular fact, which unavoidably leads 
the reflecting mind to the presumption that, by the ordinations of a 
beneficent Providence, the rigorous exaction of servile' labour, in des" 
pite of all the calculations of a sordid and heartless cupidity, may be 
expected to issue in the blasted hopes of the oppressor ? 

VL LlABII^lTY OF PREE BLACKS AKD PERSONS OF COLOUR TO && 
DEPRIVED OF THEIR FREEDOM. 

Barbadoes. The Deputy Provost Marshal, on the 30th of November, 
1&25, states, that when slaves are apprehended as runaways, they are 
confined to the cage ; *' and after Uiey have been advertised in the 
public papers for ten days, they are sent to the common gaol and ad* 
vertised again ; and if no owner or claimant should appear, they are, 
at the expiration of three months, sold to defray expenses, and die 
surplus paid into the treasury, according to the act of the Island, but 
the latter very rarely occurs." In the case of persons who are really 
free, it is of course very unlikely that any owner or claimant should 
appear ; but this absence of claim, instead of being admitted as a proof 
of their freedom, which is the natural inference to be deduced from 
it, is made the ground for their being sold for the benefit of the 
Colonial treasury. The Deputy Provost Marshal adds, that he i« 
** not aware that any slaves so confined ever claimed or established 
their freedom." Did he ever give himself the trouble to inquire int^ 
the facts of their history, before he consigned them to interminable 
bondage ? If he did, let him give us those facts. 

Jamaica. Many cases occur in this Island in which slaves, appre-^ 
hended as runaways but claiming to be free, were able to establish 
the claim to the satisfaction of the magistrates appointed to enquire 
into the truth of their allegations. The following is a specimen of 
these cases. 

Cuffee, alias James Hannah, alias James Hamilton, was bom in 
St. Mary's, belonged to Mr. Samuel Hannah, who raised him, and 
took him with him to Scotland. He was there four years and a hall 
as a waiting man with Mr. Hannah, who, having no further occasion 
for his services, recommended him to Captain Bamilton Maxwell, 
with whom he remained two years and a half. He then wetit to 
Sir Robert Grierson, Rock Hall, Dumfrieshire, and stayed there two 
years and a half. He afterwards lived for some time in Edinburgh. 
He then engaged with Captain Simpson, of the ship Isabella Simpson, 
as slfeward, and arrived in Jamaica, in November 1821, when he was 
taken up as a runaway. The Justices very properly adjudged that thid 
man was entitled to his freedom. 

Many other cases are decided with an equal regard to justice. 
But in what a fearful predicament i« the man placed who thus, without 
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a crime, or the allegation of a crime, stands exposed, on failing to prov^ 
himself free, though no one claims him as a slave, to the dreadful 
alternative of perpetual bondage ? 

But all are not thus leniently dealt with. Nancy Rider, a girl of six^ 
teen, who appears to have had great personal attractions, was held in 
trust by a Mr. Johnston. A Mr. King ottered to purchase her for his own 
gratification ; but Mr. Johnston, being unable himself to execute a legal 
deed of manumission, arranged with Mr. King that she should be leyted 
upon for taxes and sold, and that Mr. King should become the pur- 
chaser, on an understanding that he was to manumit her after he bad 
thus obtained, from the collector of taxes, a legal title to do so. Nancy 
accordingly became the property of Mr. King, witlt whom ^le lived 
several years. They then quarrelled, and she, thraking herself free, left 
him. But Mr. King having omitted to fulfil his promise of legally ma- 
numitting her, availed himself of the omission to sell her, — while living 
openly with her mother to whose home she had returned and with whom 
she continued for some time to reside, — to a Mr. Hansbrow, who had 
become fond of her person. She, however, disliking Mr. Hansbrow for a 
lorer^refoMd to submit to his desires, and asserted her right to freedoia, 
grounded on the original stipulation between Mr. JohMtoD and Mr. King. 
Mr. King, on his examination, denied the stipulation, but admitted that 
he had at one time promised to free her, though he had stipulated no 
precise time for doing so. Neither he nor Mi. Hansbrow denied tlie 
other facts of the case. The decision of three Justices of the Peace, 
and nine freeholders of the parish of St. Ann's, on this apparently 
profligate transaction, was, that the claim of Nancy Rider is " frivolous, 
and not warranted by the circumstances of the case; that she is legally 
the property of Mr. Hansbrow, (he having purchased her of Mr. King, 
in whom the right of sale was exclusively vested,) and the Court, while 
it admonishes her to be obedient and submissive to, and scrupulously 
watchful of the interest of her master, as the safest and most likely way 
of ensuring his protection and kindness, trusts he will not permit 
bis future treatment of the woman to be influenced by the occurrences 
of this day, but bury the same in oblivion." The Court which came to 
this extraordinary decision is called ** a Council of Protection." 

In the Parish of Westmoreland, on the 21st August, 1821, *' John 
Williams, a negro man, a pretended CuraQoa. No evidence of freedom 
produced. Sold from workhouse in January." 

In the Parish of Port Royal, " Joseph Franks, a black, committed as 
a runaway 9th October, 1821 ; sold for payment of fees on 6th 
March, 1822, having no documents." 

In the Parish of St David, " John Paterson committed on 5th De- 
ceraberi 1821. After dne investigation he could not produce any do- 
cument of freedom to the magistrates." He was sold accordingly on the 
24th April, 1822. 

In the Parish of Manchester, ** Eleanor Davison committed July 22d, 
1824, being able to produce no document whatever, or to adduce- any 
kind of proof of her freedom, was ordered t<jbe sold according to law." 
In the Parish of Clarendon, " Fanny committed May 31st, 1821. 
Sold out of the workhouse as a slave." " Allick Andrea committed 
Dederober 27th, 1821. Sold out of the workhouse as a slave." 
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This opprobrious state of law, where the shghtest tinge of black bloods 
is made presumptive proof of Slavery, in the absence of direct and^ 
positive testimony of freedom, and which constitutes the State a prin- 
cipal partner in this worst species of Slave Trade, is curiously illus- 
trated by two cases occurring in Trinidad. We must reserve the de- 
tails of these cases, as well as the inferences deducible from them for 
another opportunity ; when we hope also to analyze the very important 
facts which are given in the same Returns on the subject of population; 
and which shew that, in what may be called, from i(s fertility and 
beauty, the garden of the world, the lives of its inhabitants, made 
bitter by hard bondage, are wasting at a rate which threatens even- 
tual depopulation, and which converts that smiling land into little bet-, 
ter than a charnel house. 



ANTI-SLAVERY PETITION. 
A Petition has been presented to Parliament from the Surrey Anti- 
Slavery Society, which is a model of force and eloquence, and not more 
distinguished by these qualities than by its truth and justice. We re- 
commend it to universal attention. It sets forth, 

*• That the population of our West Indian Colouies consists chiefly of Negroes, who are 
either unoffending foreigners, carried thither by force, or Britisli subjects, born within 
the King's allegiance ; that these unoffending foreigner*) possess rip;hts under the Law of 
Nations which l^glandis bound to recognize and uphold, as a civilized state, and for 
the violation of which, in the persons of other foreigners, a Biitish fleet was sent only a 
lew years since to lay the port of Algiers in ruins ; that England on that occasion justly 
resented the barbarous practice adopted by the Algerines, of converting their enemies 
taken in war into slaves, as an uncivilised modification of the ri^ht assumed by savages 
of putting their prisoners to death; that British subjects.*born withiu the King's allegiance, 
and innocent of all crime, cannot be deprived of their civil existence, and reduced to a 
state of slavery by any power known to the constitution of this country ; that such a 
power necessarily supposes the annihilation of every principle on which the reciprocal 
claims of allegiance and protection are founded, and at once destroys the basis of the 
social compact; that such a power, if it could exist, might reduce to slavery all the 
born subjects of the king, as justly as any particular portion of them ; that while in Rus- 
sia civil death has been awarded as an appropriate punishment for high treason, and In 
Algiers slavery is substituted for the savage right of taking the life of a captured enemy, 
in the West Indian dominions of the British Crown unoffending aliens and unpffending^ 
British subjects are dejirived of their civil existence by thousands, and hundreds of thou- 
sands, solely for the emolument of private individuals, who, for that purpose alone, by a 
monstrous and illegal usurpation, condemn their fellow subjects to a sute of irremediable 
slavery, and extend the dreadful curse to their children, and their child ten's children ; 
that the claim set up by the West Indian slave-masters to their fellow-subjects, and to 
helnless strangers, as their nroperty, rests on no better basis than the claim of robbers 
and receivers to goods which they have stolen, or pnrchased knowing them to be stolen ; 
tha*. ttie crime of depriving an innocent man, whether a foreigner or a British subject, 
of his civil existence, immeasurably exceeds any one of those descriptions of theft fbr 
which the punishment of death is usually awarded in this country, as it includes them 
all; that it is one continued system of daily and hourly robbery, wresting from the mi- 
serable victim his natural liberty, his rights* as a man, as a husband, as a father, his rights 
a* a British subject bj' the constitution of his country, or as an innocent foreiRuer by the 
Law of Nations ; that the crime is nothing less than that of robbing a human being of alt 
his mental and moral energies, of keeping his mind in darkness lest he should become 
acquainted with his rights, and of reducing him for all civil purposes to the condition of 
a murdered man; that the West Indian Negro, though born to all 4;he privileges of a 
British subject, is allowed no inheritance but slavery ; that if he attempts to assert his 
just claims he is consigned to the gallows or the stake as a traitor, on the principle by 
which pirates put to death those who do not quietly submit to their injustice, and thus 
natural death is added to civil death, and judicial murder to robbery in its most com- 
plicated form; to robbery momentarily repeated through a life of terror, of scourgings, and 
of mental and bodily degradation. The Ifetitiotiers beg leave to observe that these are 
no fancied horrors, but positive and admitted facts, and that they are here speaking of 
the sufferings of innocent aliens, whose privileges are consecrated by that Law of Nations 
which England has shed her bravest blood to maintain, and of British subjects bom in the 
King's allegiance, whose rights have the same foundation and are as inalienable as those 
of every Memlier of the House ; that the Petitioners, regarding the slavery of their fellow 
subjects in tlie West Indies as an outrage upon all justice, and sensible of the duty of put> 
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ting an end, with as little delay as possible, to a system which is j^reguant wiUi tuch oon- 
plicated evils, confide in the wisdom of the House for the adoption of such measure! as 
may be neoessaiy for the speedy attainment of that desirable object ; but at the same time 
they beg leave respectfully to submit, that there is one measure which, while it is un- 

3uestionably safe, would also prove a most efficacious corrective of many of the imme- 
iate evils of Colonial Slavery, and might be carried into effect without loss of time ; the 
Petitioners allude to the abrogation of the Bounties and Protecting Duties on Sugar ^ that 
these Bounties and Protecting Duties prevent Sagar, now become one of the necessaries of 
life, from being imported from various parts of the world, at a price so much below the 
Sugar from the West Indies as to make a difference to the British public of one penny per 
IMHind, or about one million and a half sterling on the aggregate annual consumption of 
the people of Great Britain and Ireland ; that these Protecting Duties have now been in 
force twelve years, many of them years of great distress to the agriculturists and mauu- 
faeturers of this country, during which the West Indian Sugar Farmers have received 
eighteen millions sterling for their Sugars over and al>ove the price at which Sugars might 
have been purchased in the anarkets of England if the West Indian Planter had not been 
protected from the effects of fair con^petition ; that it is from the forced and unreniitted 
cultivation of Sugar in the comparatively inferior and exhausted soils of the British West 
Indian Islands, excited by the nope of high profits, that the sufferiu|^ of the l^egroes 
chiefly arise, and that upon the showing of the planters themselves this forced cultivation 
is solely kept up by the artificial stimulus of Bounties and Protecting Duties, which im- 
pede the Commerce of Great Britain and operate as an oppressive tax on the public ; that 
when the exhaustion of the soils, and the ruinous and expensive system of slave cultiva- 
tion and of non-residence, prevent the importation of Sugars from the West Indian Islands 
at the price for which they could be obtained from various parts of the world, the Peti- 
tioners humbly conceive that the West Inaian Planters have no just claim to Bounties 
and Protecting Duties to enable them to continue an improvident speculation ; that the 
Petitioners humblv submit that the Bounties and protecting Dutieson Sugar, for the benefit 
of a comparatively few individuals, who hold their fellow-subjects in Slavery, ought not, 
in justice to the agricultural and manufacturing interests of this country, to be continued ; 
that, next to British farming produce. Sugar is the chief article of domestic consumption, 
and ranks among the necessaries of life; that the effect of abrogating the Bounties and 
protecting Duties on Sugar would be, to transfer the cultivation of that article to the East 
Indies, and other places where it can be produced by the free labour of native farmers, 
and at little expense ; that this transfer would tend to increase tke growth of the proper 
fdod of the Negro British subject in the West Indies, diminish his fatigues, his privations, 
and his sufferings, and, by rapidly increasing the Black population, would so reduce the 
price of Slaves, and facilitate manumissions, that the Slave system wonld gradually be- 
come extinct, without violence or commotion ; that the Petitioners, therefore, on behalf 
of the thousands of innocent foreigners, and of hundreds of thousands of their feUow- 
subjects, forcibly held in Slavery ; on behalf of the people of England, whose rights and 
liberties are invaded in the persons of innocent Englishmen, dented that justice which 
ought to be extended with rigid impartiality to the powerful and to the helpless, to the 
black Colonist as to the white; on behalf of tiie King, nearly seven hundred thousand of 
whose natural-born subjects are wrested from the |;uardiaiiship of His protecting band 
within His own Dominions, b^ those who strip their Sovereign of the attributes of His 
Crown, and annihilate the Civil existence of a portion of His people equal in number to 
the population of a Principality ; on behalf of the consistency and the creditof the Nation, 
whose cannon so recently swept the ramparts of Algiers, and dealt death to thousands on 
the African shore, that a barbarous people might be compelled to abstain in future from 
reducing into Slaves, not the subjects of this country merelj', but those of all other Eu- 
ropean Powers, and to act on principles of which Britain is the public champion, and of 
which her West Indian Slave-owners are as publicly the unpunished and daily violators ; 
on behalf of the suffering manufacturers of England, whose trade with nearly the whole 
of South America, with, Mexico, with Hayti, with China, with New Holland, and above 
all with India and her one hundred millions of inhabitants, is checked and stunted in its 
growth, because Protecting Duties and Bounties prevent those Countries fVom sending to 
England their Sugars in exchange for the products of British industry, and this in order 
tha;t the Slave cultivation of the West Indies may be exclusively encouraged ; on behalf 
«f every virtue, and of every interest that is dear to Englishmen, the Petitioners Implore 
the House to take into their earliest consideration the repeal of the Protecting Dutite and 
Bounties granted to the cultivators of Sugar by Slave labour : that whatever difficulties 
the Slave Question may present under other aspects, the people of England may at least 
be delivered from the bitter consciousness of maintaining by oppressive, and Unne- 
cessary premiums, a system of iniquity degrading to the national character, criminal 
beyond all other modes of robbery and violence, subversive of every legal and every 
constitutional principle, and equally at variance with the dictates of sound policy, bu- 
manity, and justice.^ 

> ■ ..■■ ■ 

ThUy and all othei' publlcaiwns of the Society^ fftoy be had at their oMet 
i8, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, Hatchards,1S7f Piccadilly ^ and Arch*s, CornhUi. 
They may also he procured, through any bookseller, or at the depots qf the Anti- 
Slarery Society throughout the kingdom. 



lAnioH i Bm9**9r «»d fMoms, 14, Bmrtholtmgw CUh. 
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London, 18, Aldtrmanburif, Jan. 31, 1827. 

No. 20. 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



. The " Anti-Si,aveey Monthly Reporter" will be ready for delivery on the 
first day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
Slarery Society, at the rate of fonr shilling per hundred, when not exceedin^^ 
half a sheet, and in proportion, when it exceeds that quantity. All penont 
-wishing to receive a refi^ular supply, are requested to make ai4>lication to the 
Secretary, at the Society's oflfice, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the con- 
veyance by which they may be most conveniently sent. 

SLAVERY AT THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

lis the course of the last year an ordinance was promulgated in this 
polony, similar in its principle and provisions to that which has been 
established in Trinidad, for regulating the future treatment of slaves. 
It has generally been supposed in this country, that at the Cape of 
Good Hope the condition of the slaves was so mild as to call for no 
such interference on the part of Government But it might have been 
assumed with certainty, that the accounts which led to such a conclu- 
sion were founded either in gross ignorance or in wilful misrepresenta- 
tion. Slavery is an institution which, wherever it exists, must produce 
misery and degradation to all concerned in it ; to the master as well as 
to the slave. Its effect in our West India colonies we are already 
familiar with. We shall hereafter be called to witness its still more 
horrid and revolting results as they are exhibited in the Mauritius. 
At present we confine ourselves to the Cape of Good Hope. Of the 
state of slavery in that colony, as it existed down to the month or 
January last, we are enabled to put our readers in possession of some 
authentic details which have been furnished by a colonist now in thii 
country, on whose information we place implicit reliance. Thesfe de- 
tails first appeared in the New Monthly Magazine for November last :' 
we have satisfied ourselves of their truth, and we give them with confi- 
dence to our readers. 

" Cape of Good Hope, Jan. 5, J 826. 

^' The mildness of Slavery at the Cape has be^ much dwelt upon 
by certain travellers, whose opinions on this sut^ect, being re-echoed 
by the Quarterly Review and similar publications, seem to be generally 
admitted in England as perfectly just and incontrovertible. I am now 
satisfied, however, that the term, except in a very restricted sense, is 
altogether inapplicable. The general condition of slaves in this colony, 
compared with some others, (such, for example, as the Isle of France,) 
may, indeed, be correctly described as less deplorable : l^ut with all its 
boasted alleviations, and in spite of every sweetening ingredient, slaver][ 
at the Cape is assuredly stiU a bitter and baleful draught. 

" Should the comparative mildness of Cape slavery, however, be ad- 
mitted^ what a powerful argument does not this admission make for the 



Digitized by 



Google 



290 

speedy Annihilation of human bondage throughout their colonies, by 
the powers of Christian Europe ? If slaves are sucK wretched beings 
as I shall soon prove them to be, even at the Cape, what must be their 
condition in other colonies ? What must be the condition of their 
masters? . i - 

"The slaves of this settlement can claim no respite from their 
masters* service, except on Sunday; and, as regards the household 
slaves, only partially on that day., They cannot legally marry, or legi- 
timate their offspring, without the concurrence of their owner — a con- 
currence which his interests or his prejudices induce him, in almost 
every instance, to refuse. They cannot claim their freedom on present- 
ing their purchase-money. They are frequently sold by public auction 
on the death or bankruptcy of their owners ; and they are liable at all 
times, from casualty or from caprice, to be irretrievably separated from 
their wives, children, and dearest connections. At public sales the dis- 
tressing spectacle of the wife torn from the husband, and the children 
from the parents, is so familiar as scarcely to .interest the feelings of the 
spectators. Coarse jocularity and indecent merriment seldom fail, on 
such occasions, to be rudely bandied between the auctioneers and the 
rivjd bidders. Moreover, the slave is liable to be flogged whenever his 
owner*s arrogant caprice may require it ; and should he suffer ill-treat- 
ment from his master or the magistrate, he possesses in the laws (at least 
as they are usually administered) no security for obtaining redress. 

" Yet the slave-holders in this colony continually exclaim — * Our 
slaves are as well fed and clothed as your Enghsh peasantry — infinitely 
better than your wretched Irish : in what respect, then, can they be 
considered objects of commiseration?' If such assertions were unde- 
niable, the deduction drawn from them is not, on that account, the less 
fallacious. A few facts will show the futility of such arguments. 

" In August, 1825, I was walking with a friend in the streets of 
Graaff-Reinett (a country town about five hundred miles from the 
capital), when we were accosted, in pretty good English, by a man of 
the Malay complexion. My companion, whom he addressed by name, 
asked how he came to know him. The man replied, that he had occa- 
sionally seen him at the house of his former master in Cape Town. On 
farther inquiry, he told us the following distressing story : — 

*' He was a slave, and had a wife and several children also in slavery. 
Being an expert waggon-driver, his master was offered a high price for 
him by a person from Graaff'-Reinett. The offer was accepted, but the 
agreement concealed from the object of it. He was ordered to proceed 
with the waggon of his new purchaser into the interior, but given to 
understand that it was on his old master*s business, and that he should 
return in a few months. On arriving at Graaff*-Reinett, however, he 
was made acquainted with the transaction, and then found that he was 
for ever separated from all he cherished on earth. Even some Uttle 
property in money and clothes, which he had hoarded and left behind 
him, he had never been able to recover, although two or three years* 
had elapsed, and he had made repeated applications for it. The poor 
i](ian appeared extremely dejected, and bis melancholy tale was after- 
wards rully confirmed to me by other authority. 
*^ Another recent illustration I shall extract from the letter of a friend 
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(Mr. J. F. Thomas, of the East India Company's Civil Service) who re- 
cently spent some years at the Cape. 

" ' WhHe I was residing in the vicinity of Algoa Bay, there catne to the boose, late mt 
night, an old slave woman, who had fled from the ill usage of her mistress. She bore on 
her body marks of previous ill-treatment, having had tliree of her ribs brolienat an earlier 
period of life, when she was in the possession of a former master. She wa»th«n in the 
lamily of an English resident, who had married a Dutch woman, and had been some 

years settled at , within a few miles of Algoa Bay. Her dress was a filthy untanned 

slieep-skin petticoat, with a few old racrs about her head, and a dirty sheep-skin thrown 
over ber shoulders. She had absconded from her muster's house the preceding night; 
and after concealing herself in tlie day time, had made her way, the night foUowing, to 
the hon«e where we resided. 

^ ** *The next morning, the son of the owner caine to drive back the old woman b#for« 
bira. When I proposed to purchase from hira the freedom of the ^lave, and staled her 
advanced age, he said that the work the old creature did was very considerable ; and 
instanced her bringing daily to the house as much fire-womi on her back as any roan 
could carry; adding, that, though he was willing tu let the unhappy wretch have rest in 
her latter years, he could not part with her services under five hundred riX'dollan. 
Ultimately, however, he agreed to reduce her price to four hundred.' 

" The poor creature, thus emancipated, by the generosity of a stianger, 
now enjoys liberty and repose at the Missionary Institution of Bethels- 
dorp; but. how seldom, among innumerable cases of equal hardship, 
can it happen that a solitary individual is thus relieved? 

*' Examples, such as these, of the wretchedness of slavery at the 
Cape, might be adduced without end, for they are of familiar and fre* 
quent occurrence. But since the authority of distinguished writers is 
so often brought forward to prove that in South Africa slavery is little 
more than a name, let us now produce the evidence of a celebrated tra- 
veller on the subject. Dr. Sparrman, a man not less distinguished for 
his candoucand integrity than for his eminence in science, and who, from 
the familiar footing on which his simple manners and mode of travelling 
placed him with every class of the inhabitants, was well qualified to 
form a correct judgment on this point, has given a very different picture 
of South African slavery from certain recent writers, who, in their 
slight and soothing descriptions of it, have either intentionally flattered 
the slave-holders, or their opportunities of observation had never ez< 
tended beyond the well-dressed and pampered domestic slaves of Cape 
Town. Sparrman, on mentioning the murder of a planter in the inte* 
rior by two of his slaves, makes the following just remarks:— 

** * Yet whatever might be the real reason for committing this dreadful crime, I am con, 
vinced that it had its origin in the very essence and nature of the Slave Trade, in whatever 
manner and in whatever country it may be practised; a motive which I foand had a$ 
much influence among the Christians, in many places, as among the Turks on the coast of 
Barbary, to induce the unhappy slaves, and still more their tyrannical masters, to behave 
very strangely ; nay, sometimes, to be guilty of the most horrid cAielties. I have known 
sotue colonists, not only in the heat of their passion, but even deliberately and in cold 
blood, undertake themselves the low office (fit only for the executioner,) of not only flaying, 
for a trifling neglect, both the backs and limbs ot their slaves by a peculiar slow lingering 
method, but likewise, outdoing the very tigers in cruelty, throw pepper and salt over the 
-wounds. But what appeared to me more strange and horrid, was to hear a colonist, not 
only describe with great seeming satisfaction the whole process of this diabolical inven- 
tion, but even pride himself on the practice of it; and rack his brains, in order to find 
sophisms in defence of it, as well as of the Slave Trade ; in which occupation the important 



post he enjoyed in the colony, and his own interest, had engaged him. lie was, however, 
a European by birth ; of a free and civilized nation ; and, indeed, gave evident proofs of 
possessnig a kind and tender heart; so that, perhaps, it would be difficult to show anv 
where a greater contmdiction in the disposition of man, though in k world composed al- 



possessing a kind and tender heart; so that, perhaps, it would be difficult to show^an^ 
where a greater contmdiction in * *" " " ' • *• -» 

uiost entirely of contradictions.' 

" Strange and horrid as this anomaly of character appeared to the 
worthy Sparrman, it is to this day as common as ever among slave- 
holders, — who, though in other respects humane and good-natured, be- 
come, by long practice, altogether callous and cruel-hearted in punish- 
ing their slaves. I have myself witnessed many striking instimces of 
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Ais. I have even kn6wn ladies, born and educated in Engiaiid, ci- 
table and benevolent in their general character, yet capable of ^nding^ 
6fet their female slaves while they were flogged, and afterwards ordering 
ihU aiid pepper to be rubbed into their lacerated flesh ! It is slavery, 
corrupting, hardenmg, brutalizing slavery, that produces this deplorable 
change in human feelings; and, while it degrades to the dust the 
wretched victim of oppression, vitiates, by a terrible re-action, the heart 
and character of the oppressor.—' Never be kind, nor speak kindly to 
a slave,' said another English lady at the Cape, to a female relative of 
mine ; ' I have found,' added she, * by experience in my own household, 
that nothing but hauteur and harshness will do with slaves.* 

" » There is a law, indeed (says Sparrman) cKisting in this colony, which Projjibits me- 
ters from killing their slaves, or from flogging or otherwise chastising them with tooj^ea^ 
severity ; but how is a slave to go to law with his master, who is, as it were, his sovereign.; 
a«d who, by the same laws, has a right (or at least may, by dint .o^.^nbes, parobase that 
right) to have him flogged at the pnblie whipping-ppst, not absolntely to death, mdecd, 
vet not far from it; and this merely on the strength of the master's own testimony, and 
without any farther inquisition into the merits of the cwet The master has, besidea, so 
far his slave's life in his hands, that by rating and abusing him day by day, as likewise 
by proper * domestic discipline,* as it is called, such as heavy iron chains, hard work, antf- 
little meat, he may without control, by little and little, though soon enough for his pur- 
pose, worry the poor fellow out of his life. In cohsequence of this, the unhappy slaves, 
who are frequently endued with liner feelings and nobler sentiments of humanity, though^ 
for the most part actuated by stronger passions than their masters, often give thentfelves 
up totally to despondency, and commit various acts of desperation and violence. Divers 
circumstances and considerations may, perhaps, concur to induce a wretch in this sitna- 
tion to exempt his tyrant from the dagger which he plunges in his own bosom ; content 
With being thus able to put an end to his own misery, and at the same time to disappoint 
his greedy master of the profits arishig from the sweat of his brow. A female slave, who 
had been just bought at a high price, and rather prematurely treated with severity by her 
mistress, who lived in the Roode-zand district, hanged herself the same night out of re- 
venge and despair, just at the entrance of her new mistress's bedchamber. A young man 
and woman who were slaves at the Cape, and were passionately fond of each other, soli- 
cited their master, in conformity with the established custcnn, for his consent to their 
being united in wedlock, though all in vain, as from some whim or caprice he was in^ 
duced absolutely to forbid it. The consequence was, that the lover was seized with a sin- 
gular fit of despair i and having first plunged a dagger into the heart of the object of his 
dearest wishes, immediately afterwards put an end to his own life. But how many hun- 
dred instances, not less dreadfnl than these, might be produced to this purpose.'* 

'* How indeed can it be wondered at, that hatred and revenge on the 
part of the slave, and suspicion and dislike on the part of the master, 
should be so generally the result of this unnatural relationship. And 
amidst the continual effervescence of such feelings, is it surprising that 
instances of masters flogging their slaves to death, of shooting them in 
a passion, or cases of still more cool-blooded and revolting atrocity, 
should occasionally occur ? Or is it surprising, on the other hand, that 
desperate risings of the slaves to murder their masters, and their far 
more frequent attempts to destroy them secretly by poison, should be 
equally familiar at the Cape as in other slave colonies ? 

** That such occurrences are sufficiently frequent and familiar at the 
Cape, no one who has lived a few years in the colony will deny. It; 
will be sufficient to refer merely to a few recent examples. In 1822, 
Mr. Gebhardt, the son of a country clergyman, was executed for flogging 
to death one of his father's slaves. At that time there were five cases 
of slisive murder before the deputy fiscal, all of a more aggravated cha» 
racter than that of this unfortunate young man, though he alone was 
punished capitally. A far more atrocious case occurred a few yeart 
previously (though from some cause or other not brought to capital. 

• " Sparrman's Voyage to the Cape of Good Hope," vol. ii. p. 941. 
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e^avictkm) of a monster, yfho actually roasted one of his slaves alire 
m an ovei). In L824^ a young gentleman of my own acquaintance (an 
Englishman) shot one of his ^aves in a passion, and was for this crime 
condemned by the court of circuit to one year's imprisonment 

" In October, 1824, two attempts of slaves to poison their mistresses 
oecuned wkhin my own chcle of acquaintance. In the same year 
occurred the desperate outrage of a few slaves and Hottentots in the 
Bokkeveld, who being cruelly treated by their masters, and summarily 
flogged by the local magistracy, whenever they went to claim redress, 
at length rose with arms in their hands, and destroyed two or three of 
the colonists ; for which crime several of them were hanged, and others 
condemned to work in irons for life. In the same year, or in the close 
of 1823, a slave woman, in the district of Graaff-Reinett, was convicted 
of having murdered her own child, in order to revenge herself upon her 
mistress, by whom she had been harshly used. I am not aware 
whether or not this unhappy wretch was executed, but I read the evi- 
dence on her trial at the time in the hands of the Deputy Fiscal. 

"The following case occurred in 1822. The daughter of a respect- 
able burgher, residing in Graaff-Reinett, was suspected of having mur- 
dered her illegitimate child, in order to conceal her disgrace. The Land- 
drost. Captain Stockenstrom, (an active and impartial magistrate,) after 
due investigation of the facU, apprehended the girl, together with one 
of the female slaves of the colony, andj an old Hottentot woman who 
assisted at the accouchement. The prisoners were finally transmitted 
to Cape Town to be prosecuted by tjie Fiscal before the Court of Jus- 
tice. It appeared from the evidence elicited on the trial, that the mo- 
ther had either strangled the infant herself, or forced the slave by threats 
to do so ; and that the slave bad afterwards carried away and concealed 
the body. The court condemned the mother of the infant and the 
slave to capital punishment for the murder, and the Hottentot woman 
to twelve months imprisonment. 

" From this sentence, the friends of the white woman appealed ; and 
the governor, as judge of the Court of Appeals, reversed the sentence 
in her favour. She was consequently liberated ; re-appeared among 
her acquaintance, as if nothing had occurred, and in a few months was 
married. 

" But what became of the unhappy slave woman, who had been the 
accomplice of her young mistress in the crime ? Who appealed in her 
behalf? Who implored mercy for her ? Not her master : he endea- 
voured to impute to her all the guilt, and willingly surrendered her life 
as a ransom for that of his daughter. Not the members of the Court 
of Justice : they had, as they deemed, duly performed their functions, 
and would not interfere beyond them. Not the Court of Appeals : it 
had saved the ftee woman ; it cared not for the slave. Not the public : 
there is ho public voice heard at the Cape. 

f^ The poor slave remained in jail; and was about to be sacrificed 
alone for a crime, in which (if she assisted at all) it was evident she 
was not the principal, but merely the blind accomplice of her mistress, 
whether from obsequious attachment or from servile fear. At this Crisis, 
a friend of humanity — a casual visitor from India, heard of her pitiful 
case with interest and indignation. He visited her in prison, drew up 
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n strong statement on the subject, and laid it before the governor. The 
governor, though he had previously passed it over unnoticed,^ was now- 
moved ; and the poor creature was saved. 

** I have stated that mothers and children are often separated by being 
sold to different purchasers at the public sales. Examples of tbis are 
of daily occurrence ; but one or two will sufficiently illustrate thisT part 
.of the subject. 

" Advertisement extracted from the Cape Gazette of Oct. 12, 1S22 : — 

" * To be sold by anction, to the highest bidder, bn the 16th insUnt, by order of the 
board of Orphan Masters, in such condition as will then be specified, the buildings oa tbe^ 
Loan Place, Brood Kraal, at Berg River, district of Stellenbosch. 

*' 'There will also be sold a female slave, named Candasa, of Mozambique, iifty-foar 
years old, with her five children ; Saphira, aged thirteen years ; Eva, ten ; Candasa, nine ; 
Jannetje, seven ; and Carlo, five ; each to be put up separately.* 

" The following account of a scene of this kind, is extracted from the 
letter of a friend of the writer, while travelling in the interior of the 
Colony: — 

" ' Having learned that there was to be a sale of cattle, farm stock, &c. by unction, at » 
Veld-Cornet's in the vicinity, we halted our waggon one day for the purpose of procuring 
a fresh Spann of oxen. Among the stock of the fetrm sold, was a female slave and her 
three children. The two eldest children were girls, the one about thirteen years of age, 
and the other about eleven ; the youngest was a'boy. The whole famUy were exhibited^ 
together, but they were sold separately, and to difierent purchasers. The farmers exa. 
mined them as it they had been so many head of cattle. While the sale was going on, 
the mother and her children were exhibited on a table, that they might be seen by th« 
company, which was very large. There could not have been a finer snbject for an able 
painter than this unhappy group. The tears, the anxiety, the anguish of the mother, 
while she met the gaze of the multitude, eyed the difi'erent countenances of the bidders, 
or cast a heart-rending look upon the children ; and the simplicity and touching sorrow 
of the poor young ones, while they clung to their distracted parent, wiping their eyes, 
and half concealing their faces,— contrasted with the marked insensibility and jocular 
countenances of the spectators and purchasers,— furnished a striking commcntarv on the 
mi'!eries of slavery, and its debasing effects upon the hearts of its abettors. While the 
woman was in this distressed situation she was asked ** Can j'ou feed sheep M' Her reply 
was so indistinct that it escaped me ; but it was probably in the negative, for her pur- 
chaser rejoined in a loud and harsh voice, ** Then I will teach you with the sjamboc."* 
The mother and her three children were sold to three separate purchasers; and they 
vsre literally torn from each other. How just the remark of Cowper, — 
* There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart — 
It does not feel for man !' 

" The following notices of cases between masters and slaves, are ex- 
tracted from the Annual Lists of trials before the Courts of Justice, and 
its Commissioners, inserted in the Cape Gazette ; and are only a small 
selection out of a multitude of such cases, in Cape Town and its vi- 
cinity, between the years 1817 and 1822. Brief as these notices are, 
they may suffice, without any comment, to exhibit, in a distinct ligbt, 
the degraded condition of men in slavery, (even in its mildest state,) 
and the striking inequality of the Colonial laws and Courts of Justice, 
as they practically affect them and their masters : — 

Masters v. Slaves. Slaves v. Masws, 

** Jacob of Mozambique, slave of W. Ser- " Johannes J. Synders, for the cruel tre^t> 

vyntyn, for threatening the life of his master, ment of a slave, who was said to have died 

and making resistance against the Veld- in consequence : condemned to six months 

Cornet : condemned to be exposed to pub- imprisonment. 

lie view, made fast by a rope under the " C. Jansen, European servant of J. K. 
gallows ; thereupon to be flogged, branded, Louw,on a charge of ill-treatment preferred 
and confined on Robben Island (to work in against him by Diedrik and Joseph, slaves- 
irons) for life. of said Low : condemned in a penalty, of 
" David, of Mozambique, slave of A. Laub- fifty rixdollars (si. I5s.) on behalf of the 
scher, for an armed and violent attack upon poor's box at the Faarl. 
his master : condemned to be hanged ; which *' C. A. Marais, on a charge of ill-treatment, 
sentence received the sanction of the go- preferred against him by his female slave 
vemor : Remitted, and returned to said mas- Kaatje : defendant sentenced in a penalty of 

• A whip made of the Rhinoceros' hid«. 
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M&stsrs \, Si»Mt. SImvtsy. Masters. 

ter, with information to pri5ou«r»on his re- twenty -five rix-dollars, and severely renri- 
lease, that it is to his master's kind interfe- manded. 

" A. P. Zeemau and his wife, on a charge 
of serious ill-treatment, preferred against 
them by their female slave Theresa : by sen- 
tence said slave to be judicially sold, and 
never to come again into possession of de- 
fendants or their relatives. 

** O. C. Moslert, for cruel treatment of a 

female slave, in consequence of wlrich she 

- , , died : condemned to be banished from this 

' April, Slave of A. de Villiers, on a charge colony and its dependencies for tweniy-five 

•f murder : condemned to be hanged at the years. 



rence he owes his life, as the law certainly 
demanded the forfeit of it. 

r* N. B. Had the slave been hanged, it 
would have been a loss to his master of 
about £001 J 

" Louis, slave of D. Hugo, for wilfully 
wounding his master: condemned to be 
hanged. Sentence remitted by the acting 
governor. 



village of Stellenbosch, and his bead and 
rifjht hand to be cut ofT, and exposed to 
pablic view on a pole. 

" Hendrik, slave of P. S. Tesselaar, on a 
charge of grossly ill-treating his wife, in 
eonseqnence of which she was delivered of 
a dead child : condemned to he exposed to 
pablic view, with a rope round his neck, 
under the gallows: then scourged and 
branded ; and afterwards to labour in irons, 
without wages, on the public works at 
Bobben Island for life. 

" Jasmyn, slave of Dirk Cloct^, on a charge 
of preferring a false complaint against the 
Landdrost of Stellenbosch, to His Majesty's 
Fiscal ; condemned to be severely floirged. 

** Asia, slave of I^ac Coetzee, for having 
brought forward a false charge against hU 
mistress for ill-treaunent of the female slave 
Piana, which was alleged to be the cause of 
her death: condemned to be severely flog>;ed. 

" Saptoe, (a convict slaved on a charge of 
secretly entering a house, with the presumed 
intention of stealing ; prisoner condemned 
to be flogged, branded, and confined to la- 
bour ten years in irons. 



years. 

** P. J. de Villiers, on a charge of ill-treat- 
ment of his slave April: condemned to a 
confinement of three months in the prison 
of Stellenbosch. Which sentence, however, 
his Excellency the Governor commuted to 
a pecuniary tine. 

•• P. S. Bosman, on a charge of ill-treat- 
ment, preferred againsthimby hisslave July. 
The complaint having been proved ground- 
less, the plaintiff condemned to be flogged. 



[This case exhibits the most usual result of 
complaints by slaves against their masters.] 

" D. Malang, on a charge of excessive ill- 
treatment of one of his slaves, of ubich his 
death was the consequence. Defendant ac- 
quitted of said charge, and the plainLiif, 
Adam, condemned to be flosged. 

** Johannes Tobias Laubscher, on a charge 
of ill-treatment preferred against him by 
his slaves Stephen, Marthinus, and Solon: 
the first and second plaintift's sentenced to 
receive each thiriy lashes, and the confine- 
ment sufi'ered by the third deemed an ade- 
quate punishment. The defendant was also 
sentenced, for reasons moving the Court, in 
a penalty of thirty rix-dollars. (ll. 10^0 

** Such are a few — a very few specimens of the outrages continually 
recurring on the part either of the oppressor or the oppressed, in a coun- 
try where slavery is said to assume its mildest aspect. Yet, wretched 
as is this state of reciprocal enmity and suspicion, still more deplorable, 
if possible, is the dreadfully demoralizing influence of slavery upon the 
young, alike of the free and the enthralled population. Marriage and 
baptism, systematically discouraged by the masters in general, are rare 
among the slaves. Promiscuous intercourse is common. Illicit con- 
nections with the white men are encouraged among the young female 
slaves — frequently even prescribed by their * Christiair' owners. In 
Cape Town it is notorious as noon-day, that the rearing and educating 
of handsome female slaves, as objects of licentious traffic with the Eu- 
ropean, and especially with tlie rich Indian residents, is extensively 
practised among slave-holders. If such transactions are now managed 
with some greater regard to outward decorum than formerly, they are 
not on that account the less frequent ; and I feel no hesitation in assert- 
ing, in the face of the authoritative dicta of the * Quarterly Review,' 
that the practice of this disgraceful traffic is still common in the colony.* 

*' While the female slaves are thus bred up to prostitution, the reaction 
of their depravity upon the morals of the white population is equally 
obvious and frightful. Brought up from infancy in collision with a 

• " A writer in that Journal, in reviewing a little volume, entitled * Notes on the Cape 
of Oood Hope,' in 1821, endeavours to discredit the author's report of the state of morals, 
and the anecdotes he has given to illastrate the influence of slavery in destroying female 
delicacy. I kmu, however, that that author was correct both in his opinions and facts 
on this point; though I differ from him entirely in his estimate of the comparative hap- 
piness of the slave popnlation.*' 
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brutalized race of beings, from whom all enjoymeftts but those of the 
senses are debarred, what can the youth of either sex learn earliest but 
the knowledge of evil— the language and the lessons of licentiousness ? 
Who that has resided at the Cape can be ignorant of the general and 
premature profligacy of manners among the young men ? Who, indeed, 
but must be sensible that the ruling classes in every slave colony, are 
(and must necessarily be) depraved to an appalling extent by the early 
and uncontrolled indulgence of almost all the worst propensities of our 
nature ?— by sensuality, unfeeling selfishness,* arrogance, rage, revenge? 
ff the African colonbts, as a body, are, notwithstanding all this, less 
corrupted than the mass of slave-holders in some other countries, they 
owe it chiefly to the comparatively limited extent of their slave popuU-. 
tion, and to the early marriages, ?ind simpler and purer manners, of the 
majority of the country inhabitants. I wish not to speak of them harshly. 
There are, I am well convinced, a great number of pious, humane, and 
truly worthy people at the Cape, to whom the above observations do 
not in any respect apply. I am also convinced, that in spite of all 
"their defects and disadvantages, the Cape Dutch, regarded as a body 
of men, possess many estimable qualities. If they have acquired many 
pf an opposite description, it is because they have been so long doubly 
debased by the curse of slavery, and the deprivation of a good constitu- 
tion of government Let England remove that unspeakable curse, and 
govern them as she should do, — and then I will venture to say with 
confidence of my fellow Colonists, that there is no moral or intellectual 
excellence, of which they will not speedily be found capable/^ 

• " The iuAoence of slavery, in hardening the feelings, and in destroying even the moat 
^werful of our natural affections, is almost incredible. Such facts as masters selling 
their own chUdren by slave wpmen, are at the Cape far from unfreqnent. I shall mepr- 
tion only one which occurred a few months ago. The wife of an extensive farmer (a 

5er«on mentioned by Latrobe, and who resides about one hundred miles from Oape Town^ 
led in isas, when, in conformity with the Butch law of succession, the conjunct pro- 
pierty was brought to a public sale, in order that the children might receive their respec- 
live shares. The old woman Lad exacted a promise from her husband an.b«r death-bed;, 
that he would emancipate certain slave-children in the household, and not allow them - 
to be sold, because they were known to be the children of one of their own sons, who was 
now settled on a neighbourii^ estate. The old man, desirons to keep his pronmc, wa3 
resolutely opposed (incredible as it may seem) by his son, the very father of the chd- 
dren in question. The motive for this opposition to the dictates of nature— to his mothers 
dying request— and his father's solemn iwomise— was sordid avarice. If the children 
were not sold, he would lose his share of their price— of the price of his own flesh and 
blood ! He insisted that they should be produced at th« public sale. The law was on his 



to declare his determination to re-purchase the children himself at whatever price, and 
to grant them their freedom, as he had pledged himself to do. The old man's conduct 
was approved of, and no one offered to compete with him in bidding for the children; 
yet the relator of this anecdote, who was present on the occasion, heard neither surprise 
nor indignation expressed at the conduct of the son, nor any censure passed upon niitt» 
'With the exception of a remark made by a Moravian missionary." 

%• We are obliged to defer our promised remarks on the population 
of our Colonies on account of the want of some necessary returns. 
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RECENT TRANSACTIONS IN THE SLAVE COLONIES. 

We propose to devote this number of the Reporter to a brief notice of 
some recent proceedings in the Colonies, chiefly those which have arisen 
out of the instructions transmitted during the last year by Earl Bathurst 
to the different Governors, on the subject of the reforms lo be submitted 
to the Colonial Legislatures. We shall soon, without doubt, have a full 
and official detail of the result of these proceedings Isdd before the pub- 
lic by His Majesty. In the mean time, it may gratify the eager curi- 
osity which our readers in all parts of the country feel on the subject, 
to furnish them with a few of our gleanings from the Colonial Journals. 

The following appear to have been the propositions of Lord 
Bathurst : — 

1. The establishment of a protector and guardian of slaves. 

2. The admission of the evidence of slaves in Courts of Justice. 

3. The giving to slaves a power, under certain regulations, of pur- 
chasing their freedom. 

4. The legal institution of marriage among the slaves. 

5. The suppression of Sunday markets and Sunday labour. 

6. llie conferring on slaves a legal right of acquiring, preservmg, 
and transmitting property. 

7. The prohibition of the separation of families by legal process. 

8. The abolition of the driving-whip ; the regulation and record 
of punishments; and the abolition of female flogging. 

We will not now stop to inquire how far the propositions of Lord 
Bathurst, in the shape m which they were thus transmitted during the 
last year to the Colonies, fall short both of the promises originally held 
out to the public and to Parliament, by His Majesty's Government, 
and even of the model of the Trinidad Order, in which they were first 
embodied* That very important branch of the subject we must reserve 
for a future and separate discussion. We shall confine ourselves, at 
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present^ to a statement of the reception which the Colonial authorities 
appear to have given to His Majesty's recommendations. 

By most, if not all of the Assemblies, the Bills, founded on those 
recommendations, on being presented, were promptly and unceremo- 
niously rejected. They were rejected on the strange and absurd ground 
that it was an infringement of their constitutional liberties, for the 
Ministers of the Crown to propose measures for their deliberation and 
adoption. Even in the Imperial Parliament, where constitutional liberty 
is, at least, as well understood and as justly appreciated as in our Slave 
Colonies, we have ngyer heard such an objection made to any measure, 
or set of measures, presented to the consideration of Parliament. The 
absolute folly and inanity of such an objection furnish a fresh proof of 
the incapacity of these Assemblies for the task of legislation. Who 
would thmk of throwing out a bill, for the improvement of our criminal 
code in this country, because it had been prepared in the Cabinet with 
the aid of the law officers of the Crown, and introduced to Parliament 
by His Majesty's Secretary of State ? 

In thus rejecting, however, (without the slightest reserve, and with 
furious tirades about that constitutional liberty which they are daily 
outraging in the persons of others,) the whole of the propositions laid 
before them by His Majesty, the Assemblies appear to have been quite 
sensible, that there was peril in adhering to their former declarations 
against all improvement of their slave code. They accompany their 
rejection of Lord Bathurst's Bills with a resolution to revise their slave 
laws, in the view^ of introducing such ameliorating changes as might 
be compatible with their own dignity as independent legislators, and 
with the safety of the Colonies. We shall see presently how their pro- 
fessed purpose has been carried into effect. We shall select for our 
r&mvf the largest of the Colonies. 

JAMAICA. 

1 . The eslablishment of a protector and guardian of slaves. 

This proposition has been rejected, on the pretence that an adequate 
and much safer substitute already exists in [the local magistracy, and 
the vestry of each parish, who now constitute by law a council of protec- 
tion. That is to say, the very persons against whom it is the purpose 
of the crown and parliament to protect the slaves, their owners and 
managers, are designated by the Assembly of Jamaica as their sole 
protectors. This is like constituting the wolf the guardian and pro- 
tector of the lamb. 

All the colonial legislatures, we believe, have been equally unyielding 

on this point. 

« 

2. The admission of the evidence of slaves in courts ofjustice. 

The proposition of Lord Bathurst on this subject was, that all slaves 
of whom any oj^^man, or catholic priest, or minister duly licensed, 
should certify that they understood the nature of an oath, should be 
recorded and received as competent witnesses in all courts, civil or 
criminal, with the exception of civil suits in which the owner was in^' 
ter^tted, and capital charges against /rec persons. 
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' The objections to this last exception are obfious enough, and hare 
often been pointed out in this publication, (see especially No. 11. 
p. 136 — 138.) But the proposition of Lord Bathurst, however defec- 
tive, is a large advance in the progress of improvement, when con- 
trasted with die provisions which the Jamaica Assembly have adopted 
on this subject ; and which, whatever be the intention of the framers, 
it is obvious, m practice must operate very inefficiently. 

In the first place, the testimony of slaves is to be admitted only in 
crimincU cases ; nor can it be received at all without a certificate of 
baptism. But no measure is adopted for keeping a record of those 
who are thus certificated, and the certificate must always be ready to 
be produced at the time of trial. 

The certificate being produced, the justice, or the coroner, or the 
court, is, by an examination of the slave, to ascertain, to the satisfac- 
tion of the said justice, coroner, or court, that he is so far instructed 
in religious knowledge as to comprehend the nature and obligations 
of an oath ; such justice, &c. being, of course, empowered to de- 
termine whether he shall be received as a witness or not And 
this process of examination and decision is to be only preliminary to, 
and independent of all those objectious to competency which might be 
legally raised in the case of free persons. And after these obstacles 
are surmounted, no white or free person shall be convicted on the tes- 
timony of slaves, unless two slaves at least, clearly and consistently 
with each other, depose of the same fact or circumstance, such slaves 
being examined apart and out of the hearing of each other. Nor can 
any free person be convicted on the testimony of slaves, if not prose- 
cuted within twelve months after the crime has been committed. Ano- 
ther clause provides, that in order to remove all temptation to perjury, 
on the part of a slave required to give evidence, the court, in case of 
the owner being convicted on such evidence, shall not have a power to 
declare such slave free. 

Such is the new law of Jamaica, (the result of much prolonged dis- 
cussion, and of many high-raised expectations,) on the subject of the 
admissibility of slave evidence. And although, in one respect, it goes 
beyond Lord Bathurst's instructions, in not excepting capital cases, 
it must nevertheless prove very inoperative. Slaves are excluded 
entirely from giving evidence in civil suits. The individual slave, 
even in criminal cases, is never to be endowed with a legal compe- 
tency. On each fresh occasion of his being called to give evidence, he 
is to be questioned anew, not as to any bias he may have with re- 
spect to the particular cause in hand, but as to his religious know- 
ledge. He is to undergo a fresh inquisition on this subject on each new 
trial, and to be admitted or rejected without a reference to any previous 
admission, according to the varying judgment of each new inquirer. 
What a door is here opened for every species of injustice, for the ope- 
ration of ignorance and caprice, and even of favour to the accused ! 
And then tLe degree and soundness of the poor slave's religious know- 
ledge are to be appreciated, not by his pastor or teacher, whose atten- 
tion has been particularly directed to his intellectual and moral state, 
but by oAe or more Planters, men distinguished, as we all know, by 
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their moral tastes and theological discernment. Mark, too, the extreme 
harshness of that provision (a kind of parting hlow at the slaves) which 
actually shuts out, from the discretion of the Court, the question of eman- 
cipating a maimed and dismembered slave from the power of a master 
convicted of maiming or dismembering him, merely because the slave, 
in exhibiting his mangled body, may have also borne conclusive testi- 
mony against his ruffian owner. 

Such appears to be the law of slave evidence which has at length 
been enacted by the legislature of Jamaica.* 

3. The giving to slaves a power under certain regulations of pur- 
chasing their freedom. 

This proposition is absolutely and entirely rejected in Jamaica, and, 
we believe, in all the other Colonies having legislatures of their own. 
The unbending resistance with which this fair, moderate, and reason- 
able proposition has been met by them all is a decisive proof of the 
utter hopelessness of the willing adoption, by the Colonists, of any mea- 
sure which tends, however remotely, to the extinction of Slavery. It is 
impossible to conceive any measure leading to that end which would be 
attended with less possibility of any private loss or public inconvenience 
than that which makes manumission the effect of the steady industry of 
the slave. The experience of the Spanish Colonies has proved its per- 
fect safety ; while the provision which secures to the owner the full 
value of his slave takes away the very slightest ground of complaint on 
the score of uncompensated reform. And yet this is a measure to 
which an uniform and unqualified and most determined resistance has 
been made in all the Colonies. The Colonies, therefore, are here 
brought into direct conflict with hi^ Majesty's Government. Lord 
Bathurst has pressed the measure upon them in the very -strongest 
terms. ** No system of measures,*' he observes, " will satisfy the feel- 
ings of this country or execute the purposes of the House of Commons, 
which does not contain some direct provision, some acting principle, by 
which the termination of Slavery may be gradually accomplished." The 
giving to the slave the right of purchasing his freedom, his Lordship 
declares to be " a vital part of the question" which " cannot be dis- 
pensed with." H:6 Majesty's Government, he tells the Colonists, 
** stand pledged to take such measures as may ultimately, though gra- 
dually, work out the freedom of the slaves ;" and they may be assured 
*' that, from the final accomplishment of that object this country will 

♦ In one of the clauses a provision is introduced for ensuring the attendance, 
in certain cases, of slave witnesses, by confining them in jail. While so confined, 
the slave is to be allowed one shilling and eightpence a day for bis maintenance. 
We call the attention of our readers to this circumstance, because it forms a 
curious contrast to the allowance provided by .the consolidated Slave Law of 
Jamaica for the maintenance of working slaves, namely, three shillings and 
fourpence a week ; being, as it were, their board wages in lieu of provision 
grounds and time to cultivate them. Now, at the rate of the jail allowance, 
this ought to be eleven shillings and eightpence instead of three shillings and 
ourpence. . On the other hand, if one shilling and eightpence per day be not 
an excessive allowance, (and why should we presume that it is ?) how very 
scanty must the allowance of three shillings and fourpence per week be to a 
working slave ! 
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not be diverted." So detided is hii Lordship on this point, that he as- 
sures the local authorities of Demerara, that if they should persist in 
declining to admit the proposed reg^ulations respecting manumission, 
he shall have no other alternative than that of ** submitting to his Ma- 
jesty the expediency ot enacting them by direct Royal authority/' 

The contumacious resistance of Demerara, which called forth these 
observations, having been followed by all the Colonial legislatures 
without exception, there seems now to be no alternative but that of either 
yielding to the waywardness of the Colonists, and abandoning a mea- 
sure, the forlorn hope of huriianity, to which the Government is so 
deeply pledged; or of ** submitting to Parliament the expediency" of 
giving effect by a positive enactment to its own declared but contemned 
wishes. 

The absurd and extravagant language which the colonists employ in 
justifying their opposition to this measure, is evidently dictated by 
mere prejudice and passion, and not by reason or sober calculation. 
" Compulsory manumission,'' say the legislators of Barbadoes, " is a 
direct invasion of the right of property," nay, " absolutely destructive 
of that righti by investing slaves with the power at their own will, and 
agafnst the will of their masters, of purchasing their freedom. If 
this were once admitted, there would be an end of all security to 
mortgagees and others ; " — as if the fair value of a slave in money were 
not a better security than the slave himself; — "Any attempt at com- 
pensation would only prove delusive." " Unless, therefore, it is in- 
tended to ruin the colonies, and to convert every plantation into a 
poorhouse, the plan of compulsory manumission must be abandoned." 
This blind and infatuated obstinacy, on the part of the colonists, we 
trust may lead~Parliament to consider seriously the basis on which the 
whole system denominated Negro Slavery rests; and when they find it, 
as they must find it, to be bottomed in wrong and robbery, to be from 
first to last an outrage on every principle of justice, as well as a vio- 
lation of every principle of constitutional law, that they will determine 
to abate the nuisance by means far more prompt and effectual than had 
previously been contemplated. The colonists ought to remember that 
the question lies between them, a handful of planters, and 800,000 of 
our fellow-subjects, equally with them claiming our sympathy, and 
equally with them entitled to the protection of constitutional law, and 
to the privileges and immunities which appertain of right to every liege- 
man of the British crown. It is vain for them to think of long retain- 
ing their present monstrous usurpation over so large a portion of their 
fellow-creatures and fellow-subjects ; and if, like Pharaoh, they harden 
their hearts against the claims of justice and mercy, and set even the 
commands of God at defiance ; — ^if they will reject all rational expedi- 
ents for putting an end to the evil, and " will not let the people go," 
even when their price is paid ; — ^what is to be expected but some such 
calamity, the operation of a mighty hand and outstretched arm, as, in 
the case of that tyrant, effected the emancipation of his bondmen by 
means which not only could not he control or resist, but which over- 
whelmed himself in a fearful destruction? It seems, however, as if they 
would take no warning either from ancient or modern history ; either from ' 
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Egypt, or from Hayti ; and as if they would, like Pharaoh, harden their 
hearts still more, uttil the consummation of their present resistance 
is rendered as fatal as was the termination of that oppressor's contest 
with Moses. 

4. The legalizing of the Marriage of Slaves. — A clause has been 
introduced into the Jamaica Act, requiring and authorizing any clergy- 
man only, (and not other ministers as in Lord Bathurst's draft) to 
solemnize the marriage of slaves who have been baptizedj and who pro* 
duce the permission of the owner in writing. If an owner refuses his 
consent, the slaves desirous of intermarrying may, if they both belong 
to the same owner, but not otherwise, appeal to the vestry, who are 
required to inquire into the cause of refusal, and decide whether such 
marriage shall take place or not. This law, without doubt, may enable 
slaves, belonging to the same owner, to intermarry ; but it makes no 
provision for slaves desirous of intermarrying, who belong to different 
owners. And as a considerable number of slaves in Jamaica already 
have wives, or at least reputed wives and children, on neighbouring 
estates belonging to different owners, the effect must be that such 
unions will not be legalized, however long they may have lasted. In- 
deed, it cannot strictly be said that any marriages of slaves are legalized 
by the mere permission or authority given to die clergyman to perform 
the marriage ceremony. Lord Bathurst seems to have thought so, for he 
bad introduced a proviso into his draft, that ail marriages of slaves, per- 
formed according to the rules laid down, should be declared legal and 
Talid. The Jamaica Assembly, on bringing in the bill, omitted this pro- 
Tiso,and it does not appear whether the defect was afterwards supplied. 
But if not, it will be doubtful whether any connubial rights whatever 
are conferred on the parties, by the mere permission of the marriage 
ceremony. Besides this, the plan of referring cases of slave marriage, 
not to a Protector, as Lord Bathurst proposes, but to an assembly 
constituted as is a Jamaica parish vestry, is throwing such ridicule 
on the whole affair, and interposing such obstacles, as would render an 
appeal of this kind not only undesirable, but almost hopeless as to its 
result, and would also discourage slaves from making it Some idea 
may be formed of the scenes likely to occur, on the occasion of such 
appeals, from the levity displayed, in Ae Assembly itself, on the dis- 
cussion of this subject ^ 

, Lord Bathurst required that a record should be kept of the marriages 
of slaves ; and indeed, without such a record, the ceremony of mar- 
riage must be of little value. The Assembly of Jamaica have omitted 
this provision also ; an indication that the real object which they had in 
passing this law, was not to give a legal validity to marriage, but to 
furnish their friends at home with an argument in their favour, drawn 
from their apparent, but delusive compliance. 

5. The prohibition of Sunday markets and Sunday labour. 

No notice is taken of the subject of Sunday labour. A feeble 
attempt at compliance on the subject of Sunday markets is made by a 
clause which limits them to the hour of ten o'clock. But such a 
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limitatioii is obviouttly wholly impossible, while slaves have no other 
day allotted to them by law, in lieu of Sunday, for their marketings ; 
an^^for the other uses to which the Sunday is at present necessarily 
applied. The law, as it now stands, would be too oppressive to b« 
enforced ; and therefore, we presume, it was enacted in its present 
form. It is necessarily, therefore, extinct before its operation com- 
mences, and must be felt to be so by every man in Jamaica. That slaves 
should travel with their heavy loads ten, fifteen, twenty miles to market, 
eifect their sales, and make their purchases, by ten in the morning, 
is too absurd to be thought of, and if the law were enforced, would be 
one of the most severe and oppressive enactments in the Jamaica 
statute book. But it cannot be enforced, while Sunday continues to 
be desecrated as the only day fixed for the purposes of universal traffic, 
among the slaves of the Island. It will not do to say that markets 
may be held on another day, unless that day is given to the slave as 
Sunday is now given to him, for the purpose of marketing. It was 
one of Mr. Canning^s most distinct and unambiguous pledges, to Par- 
liament and the public, that Sunday markets and Sunday labour 
should be abolished, and equivalent tim^ in lieu of the Sunday be 
given to the slave. And the equity of this proceeding, even if we 
admit that Slavery, as an institution, may lawfully exist, is so manifest 
at first sight, that one stands astonished at the obstinate resistance 
almost every where made to its adoption. Lord Bathurst has stated 
the case with a clearness and force which are irresistible, even on West 
Indian principles. 

•' The master," His Lordship says, " is entitled to the labour of the 
slave for six days in the week, but he is not entitled to more ; and out 
of the profits of the six days' labour the slave must be supported. 
The seventh must belong to the slave entirely for his own profit and 
advantage. I can perceive no difTerence in principle between the 
practice of purchasing food for negroes, who are exclusively employed 
for six days in th^ service of their masters, for their support during the 
whole week ; and of appropriating an adequate portion of time, during 
the six days; for the cultivation of their grounds." The master, there- 
fore *• can have no possible claim for the service of his slave on the 
Sunday, whether those services be for the execution of work exclusively 
to be performed for himself; or for the cultivation of provision grounds^ 
by the produce of which he is to be relieved from the support of his 
slaves. Nor can he be considered as entitled to compensation for that 
day, which he may permit his slave to appropriate during the six^ork- 
ing days : for he makes this arrangement to supersede the necessity of 
purchasing provisions for his slaves." Thus "The master is not de- 
prived of the service of his slave on any day except Sunday ; and it it 
to be hoped, that no christian master will so far forget himself, as to 
claim indemnity for that which his religion must have taught him he 
ought never to requiare.** . 

To this hour, however, this able and unanswerable reasonmg of 
Lord Bathurst has remained without its due effect In any one of the 
Colonies ; and in all but one it has hitherto had no effect at all. In 
none of them is one of the six working days given in lieu of that Sun- 
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day, which has hitherto been appropriated to marketing and to raising 
provisions for the slaves' subsistence. And yet abolitionists are charged 
with precipitation and unreasonable violence, when they complain of 
the slow progress of Colonial Reform. 

6. Granting to the slaves a legal right of property ^ and establishing 
banks for their savings. 

The regulations proposed by Lord Bathurst on this subject are sub- 
stantially the same with those which form a part of the Trinidad Order 
in Council ; and the rights which they convey to the slaves, are pro- 
bably as large and as well secured, supposing slave evidence in civil cases 
to be admitted, as the untractable nature of slavery will permit. 

In the place of these regulations the Assembly of Jamaica have framed 
a clause which mentions, it is true, the property of slaves, but leaves 
out all the effective provisions for the security of that property which are 
contained in the Trinidad Order. The preamble is sufficiently imposing 
— " And whereas, by the usage of this Island, slaves have always been 
permitted to possess personal property, free from the contro^o^ inter- 
ference of their owners ; apd it is expedient that such laudable custom 
should be established by law, be it therefore enacted, &c." And what is 
the enactment which follows ? It is not that their right of property shall 
be established by law, but that any owner or other person taking' from 
a slave any property, of which the slave is lawfully possessed, shall 
forfeit and pay ten pounds, over and above the value of such property, 
if the fact is proved before three justices of the peace. It is not eve» 
shewn what it is for a slave to be lawfully possessed of property, or 
how he is to prove this preliminary condition. No means of suit are 
given him in the case of debt, or bequest; and, indeed, being debarred 
from giving evidence in any civil cause, to grant him a power of civil 
suit might seem an anomaly. And in the absence of this power, no 
one is appointed to sue on his behalf. There is no Protector to 
take up his cause. The very lawfulness of his possession of property 
is made to stand on some vague reference to the usage of the Island ; 
and even this indirect and ambiguous sanction is confined to personal 
property ; while no Savings' Banks are instituted where security may be 
given to what he may acquire. The robbing him of his property, how- 
ever valuable, is not made a larceny, or a felony, as the case may be, 
but a matter to be settled by a penalty of ten pounds, on the decision 
of three justices ; but no mode is pointed out of enabling him to apply 
to them. In short, the clause is a mere apology for refusing to admit 
the proposition of Lord Bathurst on the subject, and the slave is left 
precisely in the same helpless and unprotected state, as to all essential 
rights 01 property, in which he was before the act was framed. 

7. Prohibiting the separation of families by sale. 

Lord Bathurst's requisition on this point is extremely moderate, far 
too much so to serve any substantial purpose of amelioration. He pro- 
poses that no slave having a husband, or wife, or child under a certain 
age; or reputed husband, or wife, or child, the property of. the same 
twncr, shall be levied on, or sold by legal process, unless together in 
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One lot, and to the same purchaser. The obvious defect of this pro- 
vision is, that it is limited to slaves sold by legal process, and does not 
extend to voluntary sales by the master ; and that it excludes from its 
operation slaves married, but belonging to different owners. The 
Jamaica Assembly seemed at first sight inclined to go beyond this limi- 
tation, for it was proposed ** that it -shall not be lawful in cases of 
sale " (making no distinction between voluntary sale by the master, and 
sale by legal process) " to separate married people from each other, or 
their legitimate issue,* if under ten years of age, provided the parties 
belong to the same owner ; and it shall not be lawful for any collecting 
constable, the Provost Marshal, or any of his deputies, to levy upon, or 
sell them separately." This clause, however, was rejected ; and the 
pnly provision that appears to have been made on the subject, is to ren- 
der more precise the old law of the 8th of George the 2nd., by which, 
when slaves are levied upon in execution, if mothers and children un- 
der ten years of age are seized together, they shall also be sold to- 
gether. Some of the arguments employed in discussing this question, 
will throw light on the state of feeling, among even the higher 
classes in Jamaica. Mr. Brown said it would be very hard upon a 
man who owed a small sum of £50., to have a whole fapatly sold by 
the marshal. (The hardship inflicted on the slave is made no account 
of.) — Mr. Batty proposed that families should not be separated by vo- 
luntary sale. — Mr. Hilton objected to this, (and his opinion prevailed,) 
that it would be violating the rights of property to dictate to the master 
how he should dispose of it : he had a right to sell one, or more, of 
his slaves, according to his wants and inclinations, in the same way as 
he had to dispose of any other property. The proposed clause he con- 
sidered as an invasion of property. — Others argued that such an enact- 
ment would be hard on the slaves, as well as on the masters. One 
slave of a family might become dissatisfied with his master and wish to 
be sold ; one might prefer a town life, another a country life ; one 
might be a notorious rascal whom it was the desire of the rest of his 
family to get rid of. Such are the reasons which avail in Jamaica to 
perpetuate one of the worst evils of Slavery ! ^ 

8. The abolition of the driving-whip and of the flogging ofwomen, 
and the modification of punishment. 

It was not even proposed that driving in the field, or the flogging of 
females, should be abolished, but merely that the cat should be sub- 
stituted for the cart-whip, both to coerce labour and to inflict punishment ; 
and that, in the whipping of women, there should be no indecent ex- 
posure. Both'these propositions however were rejected. If we adopt 
such an innovation, said Mr. Hilton, on the established usages of the 
Colony, now that the Duke of Manchester is about to leave the Island, 
the slaves will imagine that our conduct has been disapproved of by the 
King, and that we have been compelled to relinquish the whip, and 
with it every means of punishment and restraint. I disapprove of the 
law prohibiting the indecent exposure of women, because it is un- 

* How many Ugitimaie chiMren of slaves are there in Jamaica ? 
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necessary, and implies that we allow them to be itidecently exposed. 
But the females require punishment, at least as often as the men. 
Flogging with the cat is an inhuman punishment, as practised in the 
array. God forbid that we should have recourse to it. — Mr. Mais de- 
clared, that the slaves preferred the cart- whip to every other instrument 
of punishment, as being more manly ; switches, &c. being only fit for 
children. — Others confirmed the fact of the preference of the cart- whip 
to switches; but it was evident from the details that the real cause of the 
pireference was, that the law affixed a limit to the number of lashes in- 
flicted with a cart*whip, namely, thirty-nine ; and that switches were 
administered without any such reserve. Now it may be possible that 
500, or 200, or even ISO^strokes of the prickly ebony, the switch gene- 
rally used in Hogging slaves, may draw more blood, and lacerate the 
flesh more, and cause severer suffering than thirty-nine lashes of the cart- 
whip ; and also that from the noiseless infliction of the former, much 
more lengthened flagellations may be given than in the case of the cart- 
whip which conveys the report of every stroke to the adjacent plantations, 
and to the traveller as he passes along the road. But what does all 
this say for the system ; a system which continues to place in the 
bands of individuals, many of them of the lowest description, this tre- 
mendous power of punishment? Think what would be the condition of 
the peasantry of this country if debates in our legislature were to turn on 
the question, Whether every farmer in the land should have the power 
of inflicting, on the naked posteriors of his labourers, whether male or 
female, either the lacerations of the cart-whip, or the sharp prickings 
of the ebony bush ? -. 

A speech of Mr. Barret's embodies the arguments on the other side 
of the question. He observed that it was no reason for refusing to 
abolish the cart-whip that its abolition had been recommended by 
Government. That was no reason for rejecting a measure beneficial in 
itself. — " But I do deny that his Majesty's ministers alone, or that our 
countrymen in Great Britain alone, view the cart-whip as a base, cruel, 
debasing instrument of torture. Every person of humanity in the 
colony, every being whose heart is not callous, pants for the abolition 
of this detestable mode of punishment. You are told, that to abolish 
the use of the cart-whip is an innovation. It is indeed an innovation, 
«o was the abolition of the rack and the thumb-screw, and such like 
instruments, the fellows of the cart- whip. But I have yet to learn 
that these innovations have undermined the civil institutions of Europe. 
I do not hesitate to say, I do not hesitate to declare to all who hear me, 
that the cart-whip is a horrible, detestable instrument, when used for the 
punishment and torture of slaves. I do say that 39 lashes with this 
horrid instrument can be made more grievous than 500 lashes with a 
cat. Honourable members may raise a clamour against me, but they 
will do so in vain. They are afraid to hear the truth respecting this 
odious, this horrid, this detestable instrument. Clamour shall not put 
me down. The time, 1 hope, is not far distant when the cart-whip 
will be abolished even as an emblem of authority. On my own estate 
1 have entirely abolished it, and also the cat. I do not even allow the 
infligtion of the cart-whip on the cattle of my property, so abhorrent 
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18 the instrument to me as an engine of cruelty. Honourable gentle- 
men contend that the cart-whip is an instrument of punishment less 
severe than the cat. I shall not determine how many stripes of the 
latter are equal to one of the former, but 1 will put the question thus. 
Whether a given number of lashes by the cart-whip are not more severe 
and more lacerating than the same number by the cat ? Yoi! say, a greater 
number of stripes are inflicted by the cat in the army than are allowed to 
be given by the cart-whip. But how are the former inflicted? Not at 
the caprice, at the will, at the passion or rage of an individual, but 
after a solemn trial by a Court-Martial, where the offender's superiors, 
unbiassed, unprejudiced, and with calmness, deliberate upon the charge 
brought against him.'' He might have added that their sentence is also 
subject to the review of their superiors. " But the punishment of the 
cart-whip is inflicted at the pleasure of an individual, at his sole com- 
mand, as caprice or passion dictates. Sometimes one slave inflicts it 
at his discretion upon another slave. Sometimes it is ordered by the 
book-keeper or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order, men too 
frequently most unfit to apportion punishment. To me, the predicted 
danger from abolishing the cart-whip seems totally imaginary. Its use 
has been abolished in many places, and having been accustomed to 
witness its spontaneous abolition in many places, there can be no 
fear, when the measure is made general, and passes into a law, that 
they will mistake our lenity, or suppose it was forced upon us." 

The clause for substituting the cat for the cart-whip, was negatived 
by a majority of 28 to 12, as was that for prohibiting the indecent ex- 
posure of women. 

A limitation of punishment, at the discretion of individuals, appears 
to have taken place in Jamaica. They are said to be prohibited from 
giving more than twenty lashes at a time, or from confining a slave 
more than ten days in the workhouse, without the authority of a 
magistrate. 

The prohibition of the driving whip, and the flogging of females, 
and the record of punishments, have been rejected, not only by Ja- 
maica, but by Barbadoes and the Bahamas. " To forbid," says the 
Assembly of Barbadoes, " by legislative enactment, the flogging of 
female slaves, would be productive of the most injurious conse- 
ouences." In the case, for instance, of domestic females, they ar^e^ 
that it is quite apparent how objectionable it would be to forbid uieir 
being flogged. As for the driving whip, they consider it to be inse- 
parable from slavery. " The recording of punishment by whipping,** 
they add, *' being consequent on limiting it to a given number of lashes, 
and the Assembly being of opinion that in the hands of a relentless 
executioner, a given number of stnpes may, under the sanction of the 
law, be so inflicted as to amount to an act of cruelty** — the Assembly 
seem to have thought, that the ends of humanity would be best an- 
swered, by leaving every man to give as many lashes as he pleased^ 
and by not requiring him to record them ; but to refer it to the Justices, 
on a complaint being made, to determine whether cruelty had be^ 
committed or not. 

This is a view of the subject, altogether worthy of the Assembly of 
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Barbadoes ! It is a view, however, from which it is but just to say, that 
the Council of that IslantThave dissented. They passed a Bill for effecting 
the very objects which the Assembly think so unnecessary, but it was 
rejected in the lower house. 

The case in Jamaica was similar ; and the Council there, desirous 
of delivering themselves from the discredit of having concurred with the 
Assembly in rejecting so many measures of amelioration, presented an 
address to the Duke of Manchester, at the close of the session, excul- 
pating themselves from being parties to that rejection, saying, that 
they had proposed a variety of amendments, to which the Assembly 
had disagreed. The Duke nevertheless lauds the Assembly. 

In the new slave law of Jamaica, in addition to the changes already 
noticed, is a clause for obliging owners, who manumize old or infirm 
slaves, to provide for them, by allowing them ten pounds a year. — ^The 
law for punishing cruelty, has also undergone some modification ; and 
to brand a slave is now, for the first time, subjected to a penalty not 
exceeding £100, (£70 sterling,) or a year's imprisonment. In other 
respects the new law does not differ substantially from the old, of 
which it retains with some slight change, we are sorry to say, the fol- 
lowing unjust provision — " and if it shall appear to the Council of Pro- 
tection that the complaint of the slave is frivolous or unfounded, it shall 
be lawful for them to dismiss the complaint, and to direct such slave to 
be delivered over to his master ; or to direct such punishment, by con- 
finement to hard labour, or whipping, or both, as to them may seem 
proper." — It is still made a capital crime in a slave to compass or ima- 
gine the death of a white person. This is indeed giving to each white 
the attributes of a despot. 

Some improvenient's are also introduced into the mode of conducting 
the trial of slaves, but we think it a monstrous provision which excepts, 
from the necessity of referring to the Governor all cases of capital pu- 
nishment for his revision prior to the execution of the sentence, the 
cases of rebellion and rebellious conspiracy ; the very cases, of all others, 
which the ends of justice require should be most calmly and dispas- 
sionately investigated. 

Two petitions having b^en presented from a few white persons in 
each of the two parishes of St. James's and St. Elizabeth's, in favour of 
the people of colour, an attempt was made, by one of the members 
of the Assembly, to obtain for them some extension of civil and political 
privileges, particularly the elective franchise, which it was proposed to 
confer only on such as should possess freeholds of the value of £100 
a year, (the qualification of a white being £10 a year); and also the 
power of saving deficiencies for estates belonging to whites, on which 
persons of colour serving in the militia might be engaged as book- 
keepers or overseers. The attempt however met with no support. The 
only point gained for them has been the repeal of an act of the 10th of 
Queen Anne, making it penal to employ a free black, an Indian, a per- 
son of colour, or a Jew, in any public office. The heavy fees also 
which it had been customary to exact from those who, by private 
legislative acts, were raised to the privileges of the white class, have 
been abolished. 
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In former sessions, the House of Assembly signalized their liberality 
by their largesses to their advocates, the Editors of the John Bull, and 
the Glasgow Courier. Their late session produced a resolution of a 
similar kind, directing their agent, Mr. Hibbert, to circulate gratuitously, 
in such manner as he may consider most beneficial to the colonies, a 
thousand copies of ** A practical view of the present state of slavery in 
the West Indies, by Alexander Barclay;" and of a pamphlet by 
A. H. Beaumont, entitled ** Compensation to Slave Owners, fairly con- 
sidered in an appeal to the common sense of the People of England :" 
— two works which, whatever claims they may possess to the favour of 
this illustrious body, have certainly none to the public confidence on 
the ground of their fairness or truth. 

Another instruction given to their agent is still less creditable to their 
sagacity and ingenuousness. On the 14th of October, 1826, there ap- 
peared in the Royal Gazette of Jamaica, a proclamation pretended to 
be issued in Hayti, by the President Boyer in April or May, 1826; 
which, however, has proved to be a forged and fabricated document. 
It had in substance been issued byToussaint Louverturein 1799, under 
widely different circumstances ; but it was now vamped up, and in a mu- 
tilated and garbled state palmed upon the public as a proof of the se- 
vere coercion which was requisite to obtain from the population of 
Hayti, in the present day, an adequate measure of industrious exertion. 

On the ninth of November the subject of this proclamation was 
brought before the House of Assembly by Mr. Atkinson. They had all 
seen, he said, a proclamation of the Haytian President,^ — a document 
which he considered of material assistance at the present period, 
when that house was called upon to adopt a parcel of nonsensical mea- 
sures for the regulation of our slave popukition, quite incompatible with 
their habits and customs. This proclamation was without date, but its 
contents specified that compulsory labour must be resorted to in the free 
state of Hayti, and this circumstance ought to be made known in En- , 
gland. . He then commented on the coercive measures resorted to in 
Hayti to enforce agricultural labour. The proclamation, he added, 
had certainly come in an unauthenticated shape, and the house there- 
fore could not treat it as an official document. He had, however, sub- 
sequently obtained a copy of a printed code of laws, dated in April last, 
which was in force there, and which embraced the regulations enter- 
tained in the proclamation.* In this code, it is enacted ihfxtfree per- 
sons, wandering from the plantations on which they and their parents 
had been domiciled, shall, in the first instance, be subject to fine and 
imprisonment, and for a repetition of the offence, to corporal punish- 
ment by the military ; the extent of which, however, was not mentioned. 
Many of the minor regulations, he added, were analagous to the laws 
of Jamaica ; the hours of labour of these free men, being similar to those 
of this Island. — He moved that a copy of this code should be trans- 
mitted to the agent, for publication in England. — The course proposed 
by Mr. Atkinson was objected to by several members, and it was sug- 

* The fact is, as may be seen on an inspection of the two documents, there 
exists no relation whatever between them. 
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getted to bim to withdraw his motioD, and to lay the docnments before 
the Committee of Correspondence. This he accordingly did on the 
following day, the 10th of November; when the Committee of Corre- 
spondence, apparently without having taken the slightest pains to en^ 
quire into the authenticity of these documents, for the slightest pains 
would have at once discovered the utter spuriousness of the proclama- 
tion, did, on that very day, resolve to direct that the documents shotild 
be forwarded to the agent, for the purpose of being published in several 
niewspapers, both iji England and Scotland, and a copy to be furnished 
to every member of the Lords and Commons. 

These orders were, in part, faithfully executed by the agent; and ac- 
cordingly the proclamation, and its attendant extracts from the Code 
Rural, made their appearance, in due time, in the newspapers of England 
and Scotland. Whether they have been transmitted to ail the members of 
the Lords and Commons, we know not. That part of the order may have 
been suspended, by a discovery that the proclamation which formed the 
main, indeed the only material feature in the case, was not only spuri- 
ous, but an absolute forgery : Boyer s name having been fraudulently 
affixed to it, by some one of those through whose hands it had passed. 
With respect to the Code Rural, the parties possessing that docnment, 
if there be any such document in their possession, have' chosen to give 
us only about 15 or 16 clauses out of at least 200, of which it is im- 
plied that the code consists ; so that if it be not, as is most probable, 
as spurious as the proclamation, it is sufficiently garbled and mutilated 
to render this fragment of it an object of grave suspicion. Even of 
these most suspicious extracts from an unproduced document, Mr. At- 
kinson, and the committee of the Jamaica Assembly, grossly misrepre- 
sent the purport. There is not the slightest allusion, in any one of them, 
to corporal punishment, or a single syllable which, fairly construed, im- 
plies more tnan the regulation of the hours of hired labour, and the re- 
pression of vagrancy — points which are no where more scrupulously 
provided^ for, than they are by the laws of Great Britain. That such a 
document, supposing it to be real, should be adduced as a proof of com- 
pulsory labour, shews the desperate weakness of the cause it is employ- 
ed to aid ; and that it should be appended to a false and forged docu- 
ment, by the very hands which have given it to the world, is a prima 
facie ground of utter discredit, until information can be obtained from 
^ some more direct and less polluted source. 

The above details respecting recent proceedings in the West Indies 
are as accurate as we have been able to make them. They are taken 
in every instance from the Colonial journals.* Still some variations, 
either for the better or the worse, may have taken place in the details 
of some of the enactments, by means of minute and unnoticed amend- 
ments, before their being finally passed into a law ; of these we shall be 
anxious to apprise our readers, when the official documents shall be laid 

* Viz. Royal Gazettes of Jamaica of the 2l8t of October ; 11th and 26th of 
November ; and 2d, 9th, 16th, and 23d of December ; and the Barhadiaa^of the 
8th of December, 1826. 
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before Parliament. In the mean time, we have done our best to give a 
faithful abstract of what has been done by the Colonial legislatures 
according to the information actually before us. The accounts from 
the smaller islands furnish no details that can be relied upon. 

There is, however, another branch of the subject which is perhaps 
still more important, namely, what Government have dode in those Co- 
lonies where their power of legislating is unfettered by assemblies of 
planters. We say more important, because on the fidelity with which 
Government may have redeemed their own solemn pledges, in cases 
where they have had free scope for action, must mainly rest our hopes 
of such a result as shall satisfy the wishes of the nation, and the claims 
of humanity and justice. We are enabled to form some judgment on 
this point by the promulgation of their latest edition of the code of Co- 
lonial Reform ; we mean " The Ordinance for promoting the religious 
instruction,* and bettering the state and condition of the slave popula- 
tion m his Majesty's Colony of Berbice," promulgated on the 25th day 
of September; and, to have effect from the 1st of November, 1826. 

We must confess that we have read some parts of this paper with 
feelings of deep regret. It would have been much more gratifying to us 
on every account to praise than to blame the acts of his Majesty's 
Ministers; but it would be unjustifiable, in a case so deeply affect- 
ing the happiness of hundreds of thousands of our fellow-subjects, 
were we, from feelings of delicacy towards any individuals, however 
respected, to shrink from a frank exposure of the truth. 

We fully admit that the Ordinance which has been promulgated in 
Berbice, by the command of his Majesty, is a great improvement 
on the previous state of the law in that Colony, and thus far, therefore, 
we contemplate it with satisfaction and gratitude. We rejoice when any 
thing is done even to abate, though in a slight degree, the malignant evils 
of the Slave System, and still more when, as in the present instance, 
much is done. But it is impossible for us to view, without sorrow and 
alarm, the progressive deviations which this document exhibits from the 
princijjles originally propounded, and the pledges originally given, by 
his Majesty's Ministers ; and the progressive concessions which it too 
plainlv indicates to some of the worst prejudices, and the most unrea- 
sonable objections, of the Colonists. 

It would seem as if certain individuals had discovered that Mr. 
Canning, in his speech of the 15th of May, 1823, and Lord Bathurst, 
in his (Hspatches of the 28th of May and the 9th of July of that year, 
(aldiough that speech and those dispatches were unequivocally sanc- 
tioned by the West Indian body in Parliament,) had gone too far; 
and that it therefore had become necessary gradually and cautiously 
to recede from the ground they had hastily and imprudently occupied. 
Accordingly no sooner was the Trinidad Order in Council promulgated 
than it was fouud to fall short, of the pledges that had thus been 

* It is remarkable, that the only part of this Ordinance which has a religious 
bearing, is that which legalizes marriage ; while it also legalizes for a time the 
desecration of the Sunday by markets. . 
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given to Parliament and the country, in some most material respects ; 
while some of the first provisions of that order have been further di- 
luted and weakened by subsequent modifications. The discussions 
with the authorities of Demerara, though occasionally manifesting 
considerable firmness of purpose in the Colonial Department, at least 
as far as this was to be inferred from the language of their dispatches, 
have led to the concession, one by one, of some most important principles. 
And the final result of these previous omissions, modifications, and 
concessions, we have now embodied in the Ordinance for Berbice, which 
falls nearly as far below the Trinidad Order, as the Trinidad order 
fell below the pledges of Mr. Canning, and of the Colonial Department 
itself in May and July, 1823. 

In Number 1 1 , of the Anti-Slavery Reporter * is contained a brief 
exposition of the defects of the Trinidad Order as compared with the 
pledges previously given by his Majesty's Ministers. The code for 
Berbice contains the defects of the former and some in addition. But 
our present Number having already swelled to an inordinate size we 
must defer, till another opportunity, our intended examination of this 
last ordinance. In the meantime it is very important that the Friends 
of our cause, both in and out of Parliament, should be aware that 
there exist objections, and strong objections too, to various particulars 
contained in it. 

Nor is this our opinion only. It is the opinion also of the colonists. 
We have before us at this moment a passage contained in a Trinidad 
Newspaper, which has been transcribed with approbation, and even 
with exultation, into most of the other West Indian journals. We can 
give only a few brief extracts from it. 

" The Berbice Royal Gazette contains," they say, " the official pro- 
mulgation of the new slave code in that colony. In our next Number 
we shall give our readers an abstract of its contents, distinguishing the 
points in which it differs from the Trinidad order in council. At pre- 
sent, we shall merely state that several very important distinctions have 
been made, particularly under the head of compulsory manumission, 
respecting which the principles of Mr. Wilmot Horton's pamphlet have 
been adopted in their fullest extent.'' '' Many of the most important 
suggestions of the Trinidad Committee, in the appeal which they made 
to Lord Bathurst, though ineffectual in procuring an alteration of their 
own code, have been adopted by His Majesty's Ministers in the Slave 
laws of Demerara and Berbice ; a conclusive proof that they are con- 
vinced of their utility and necessity." Royal Gazette of Jamaica^ of 
the 23d of December, 1826. p. 5. 

* This Number is, in fact, a transcript of the pamphlet entitled, '< The Pro- 
gress of Colonial Reform," sold by Hatchard. 

Tkis^ and all other publications of the Society^ may be had at their office^ 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs, Hat€hard\ 187, Piccadilly, and Arch's, ComhiU, 
They may also be procured, through any bookseller, or at the depdts of the Anli- 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom, 

London : Bagner and TAotns, 14, Bartholomew Chit . 
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION :— SUGAR MONOPOLY; EAST 
INDIA TRADE; MANUFACTURING DISTRESS; EFFECTS OF 
MONOPOLY ON PLANTERS AND SLAVES; HAYTI, CODE 
RURAL; OUTRAGE IN JAMAICA; MANCHESTER PETITION, &c. 

Iw the continued absence of all official information respecting what 
has been passing in our Colonies, on the subject of Reform, we cannot 
better employ the pages of this month's Reporter than in collecting 
together the substance of a variety of papers which have recently 
appeared on several important Colonial questions. And, first, with 
respect to 

THE MONOPOLY ENJOYED BY SLAVE-HOLDERS. 

The West Indians have embodied their arguments in favour of this 
monopoly, in a new periodical work, called " The West Indian 
Reporter," of which two numbers only have appeared. This work, 
evidently instituted to counteract the effect of our Reporter, furnishes 
a satisfactory proof of its efficiency. We will briefly state the argu- 
ments of this new advocate, accompanying them with the substance of 
the answers which those arguments have already received. 

I. The Corn-protecting Duties qf this country are a precedent for 
the Protecting Duties on We$t Indian Produce ; and this Protection 
is stUl more necessary when the Americans refuse to permit the 
West Indian Islands to be supplied with provisions direct from tha 
country, and subject the Colonists to the heavy additional expense oj 
obtaining supplies from more distant places. 

Although all monopolies are liable to objection on principle, there is 
Still a wide difference between those monopolies which are intended to 
uphold a useful and influential class of men in their proper station, and 
those monopolies which raise individuals above their natural condition, 
and remove them from their true sphere of usefulness. The corn-pro- 
tecting duties are intended to prevent the English land-owner, who can 
grow nothing else but produce for home consumption, from being 
crushed by competition with foreigners in the production, for his own 
home market, of the universal food of the people. These duties pre in- 
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tended, also, by encouraging the home cultivation, to-prevent Engittnd 
from being too much at Ssie mercy of foreigners, especially in the event 
of a war ; and to retain upon their estates (by enablir^g them to live at 
home) those country gentlemen, whose absence abroad, from motives of 
economy* would be a public calamity. Whether the corn-protecting 
duties be right or wrong, it is clear that the sugar-protectmg duties 
differ fundamentally from them, in all these respects : — ^The intention 
of the corn-protecting duties is to encourage the home growth by pro- 
tecting the Knglish corn-grower against the foreign com^ower in the 
home market The sugar-protecting duties, by encouragiog^an ezclu* 
sire eagerness for sugar cultivation, prevent the West Indian land- 
owners from growing the proper food of the inhabitants, and place 
those islands at the mercy of foreigners, especially in the event of a 
war. The cultivation of provisiona for their own consumptioir, and the 
consequent diminution of sugar cultivation would enable the Colonial 
Proprietors, generally, to live as the inhabitants of the Bahamas or the 
Canadas live, in a moderate manner, conformably to their true condition 
as land-owners in countries purely agricultural; and would jJace them, 
according to the different circumstances of the respective locaMtied, on 
the same relative footing with resident English land -owners subsisting 
on the produce of their own estates. By the inducements which the 
sugar-protecting duties hold out to neglect the cultivation of the neces- 
saries of life, for the sake of the sugar-monopoly profits, the West 
Indian Islands are left at the discretion of the Americans, to starve or 
to supply them, as may best suit American policy ; and this great poli- 
tical error is committed, in order that a few individuals, in and out of 
Parliament, may, at the expense of the mother country, be encouraged 
in the almost exclusive cultivation of an article for foreign exportation, 
and enjoy th^ profits of a monopoly, which coats the consumers in Great 
Britain, in the extra price of sugars, from one to two mtUions aoDually. 
This false and extravagant policy, instead of operating like the corn- 
protecting duties, and inducing West Indian landrowners to reside 
upon their estates, and promote the happiness of those who depend en 
them, has the reverse effect of enabling many of them to HiFe at the 
distance of thousands of miles from their property ; to cultivate their 
lands by means of an expensive agency; to eclipse, even in England, the 
English land-owner possessing a similar rfumber of acres, in this great 
commercial, manufacturing, and rich country ; and to become Members 
of the House of Commons ; instead of occupying their proper places in 
the colonial assemblies, where their duty lies. Already the Americans 
boast, that they have the West Indians in their power, and consequently 
under their inftuence, because the improvident colonists cannot affimi 
the expense of procuring the necessaries of life from Europe, and are 
induced not to raise them at home by the folly of England in granting" 
bounties aitd protecting duties on their export produce; in other 
words, in bribing them to run counter to their true interests. Tlie Ame- 
ricans will only supply these colonies on condition of their being placed, 
in the colonial ports, on the same footing as Eni^ish traders : in other 
words, on^ condition of the islands becoming American colonies^ for all 
pufrposes excepting the expense of keeping them, which tbey wtllbgly 
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teate to Eo^asd. Tbese are aome of the fruits of tbe protectmg duties 
and botintiea ia faYoar of West lodiaii produce* 

n. The Proprietors cordd no Ipnger afford to purchase food for their 
Slaves if they were deprived of the monopoly ; and they would be 
obliged to throw their lands out of cultivation^ as they only get a bare 
subsistence with the aid of the monopoly. 

The negroes do not starve in the Bahasfias, from whence no siigMr is 
exported : they do not starve in Hayti, which enjoys no such proteotiag^ 
duties. On the contrary, those are precisely the islands, where the 
negroes prosper and increase. The owners of lands do not throw ihem 
np m Hayti or in the Bi^areas, but live upou them as other land- 
owneF6> in countries non-exporting and purely agricultural. They do 
not pretend to live in Kiglaiidy or to enjoy luxuries whidi belong only 
to land-owners in great commercial and manufacturing countries. 

in. The Proprietors must be indemnified for immense sums, expended 
on sugar hous^ and other buildings. 

. They hate beea indeouufied over and over again, by large monopoly 
profits, while their patent was in force ; it has now expired^ and they 
must take their chance in fair competition. All that has been laid out 
is tbe result of monopoly profits already realised. 

IV. 25,000' British seamen are employed in the West Indian trade, and 
230,000 tons of shipping. England derives an annual revenue of 
6,000,000, w the form of duties : and 5,000,000/. value of manufac- 
tured goods are annually sent to the West Indies. 

The same number of seamen and the same tonnage would be requi- 
site, if the sugar were brought from other places ; and the same revenue 
would be colkcted by Government on the imported sugar. Only iVom 
jthree to four millions* value of goods are sent to the West Indies, of 
which a large part goes to South America. The profit on the re- 
mainder bears no proportion to the expense of keeping the islands, 
whidi amowits to about £1,600,000 annually, to which is to be added 
the loss tx> the people of England of a further immense sum annually, in 
^ extra price created by Uie monopoly, withour whick the coloirats 
declare dmt they cannot afford to cultivate sugar. In other words, it is 
s^bsoiutely necessary that we should indemnify them for the annual 
waste of negro life caused by sugar cultivation and the earthwhip, both 
of which may cease, if we cease to support them by monopoly prices. 
The cost of keeping tbe West Indies, added to the e£^t of the 
bounties and protecting duties, imposes on this country a burden of not 
less than £3,300,000 annuaUy. (See Note, in the following page.) 

V. Smgar is tho siaple production of the West Indies, and England 
ought not to transfer the cultivation, and ruin the West Indian colo- 
nies^ for the sake of the East Indies. 

Sugar cannot be properly called the staple of a country, which can 
only i^ord to produce and sell it under the artificial aid of bounties and 
protectmg duties. When this happens to a country, it loses its corn- 
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mercial staple, and becomes agricultural for home consumption. ThtA 
transfer would neither ruin the West Indies nor the proprietors, as is 
evident from the instances of the Bahamas and of Hayti, and indeed of 
all countries purely or chiefly agricultural. The only result would be, 
that West Indian land-owners must live upon their estates in a plain 
moderate style, instead of residing in England, and eclipsing the land- 
owners of a great commercial country. Suppose the islands were inde- 
pendent, they could have no staple of sugar, for no country would pay 
the extra price. 

yi. South America^ Mexico^ Hayti, and China are not British posses^ 
sionSf and therefore ?io reasonable man would wish to destroy the 
trade of British proprietors to transfer it to them. 
If the traders of these countries take British manufactures in 
exchange, it is commercially quite immaterial where they reside, or 
where the goods are brought into use. ^he articles are paid for, and 
therefore the purchase money is spent in England. If the colonial 
ports are now free to the traders of other countries, the colonial com- 
mercial character is at an end ; and the colonists are not British pro- 
prietors commercially considered, but they are the inhabitants of a 
neutral country, trading to other countries and also to England. More- 
over a sugar trade which can only exist by means of bounties and pro- 
tecting duties, at the expense of the people of Great Britain and Ireland, 
is not a trade^ but a contrivance for transferring money, from the pockets 
of tlie people of England, into those of West Indian proprietors. This 
dexterous transfer, and not the sugar trade, is their boasted staple. It 
is no more than a system of pauperism on a large and most extravagant 
scale.* 

VII. The East Indian Proprietors can exist without the production of 
Sugar ; the West Indian Proprietors cannot. 
The West Indian Proprietors, by demanding protecting duties andP 
bounties, sufficiently shew that they do not exist by the production of 
sugar, but by the sums levied on the people of this country, in the 
form of bounties and protecting duties, to uphold their improvident 
speculation. Besides; the question is not between the two classes of pro- 
ducers only ; the consumers in England have an interest in the matter 
deserving of consideration. As well might the people of Malta insist on 
protecting duties to enable them to furnish England with oranges. As 

• The bounty on sugar, which amounts to about three shillings a cwt) (half having been 
taken off last year,) draws from the Exchequer, for no export of about 740,000 cwt., the turn of 
about 111.000/. The additional price levied on the public on account of ou" internal consumption, 
which amounts to about 3,000,000 cwt. is about 450,000/., making together d6o,000/. The efi^t of 
the protecting duty of 10^^. against East India, and 36s. against foreign sugar cannot be very accu- 
rately ascertained. If we estimate ic at the low rate of 6s. a cwt. 900/)00/. more is thus taken 
out of the poukets of the British consumers, makidg a grand total of upwards of 1,460,000^. or at the 
average rate of from 800 to 900^. a year to each slave-holding sugar planter. This sum, indeed, 
is divided among them in very unequal proportions, some of them importing more largely than 
others; but it may be estimated to yield to the sugar ftirmer at least eight pounds sterling for 
every ton of sugar he imports. That is to say, the rich and the poor of tliis country are burdened 
to this enormous extent, not only to supply luxuries to about 1800 sugar farmers, but to enable 
them, with profit to themselves, to go on wasting the lives of their slaves, At a rate which would 
uliimately Unpeople the world. 
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well might the corn of Yorkshire be excluded from the markets of 
London, lest the fanners of Surrey and Sussex should be thereby obliged 
to sell their com at a lower rate. 

VIII. The E<i8t Indies were not eolofiizedfor the purpose of producing 

Sugar : the West Indies were* 

The West Indies were partly colonized with a view to sugar cultiva- 
tion ; but that was in order that England might obtain it cheaper^ not 
dearer, than from elsewhere. This argument, like all the rest. of the 
arguments of the West Indians, proceeds upon the notion that the 
interests of the mother country are altogether undeserving of regard. 
Even the acquisition of the vast empire of the East is to avail England 
nothing, in order that a few owners of land in West Indian Islands, may 
not descend to their proper station as land-owners in countries non- 
exporting and purely agricultural. The idea of colonising, to purchase, 
at a dearer rate, the tropical productions, is quite new. 

IX. West Indian Protecting Duties were imposed because they were 
British Colonies, and cultivated by the aid of British capital : and 
also because the West Indians were not allowed to have their wants 
supplied from any other source but the mother country. 

And, is no British capital employed in the East Indies ? Is it not em- 
ployed, and most beneficially employed, in the production of indigo, and 
of every other article which the colonial monopoly allows East Indians to 
raise, or us to consume ? And, even, if it were not so, we must recollect 
that the real ends of beneficial commerce are attained if foreign coun- 
tries take our manufactured goods in exchange for their produce. As 
for the latter objection it does not now apply, as, with some few excep- 
tions, the colonists may obtain their supplies from whence they please. 
On the other hand, when the English land-owner is obliged to sell his 
com at a minimum of profit, he can only be reinstated by the diminution 
in the price of those other necessaries of life, which he and his tradesmen 
and labourers must purchase. This he has a right to expect. 

X. One argument is employed by the West-Indians against the removal 
of the Bounty and extra duty, which stultifies all the preceding. They 
affirm, that the Bounty does not exist, and that the Protecting Duty 
produces no effect in raising the price of Sugar to the British consumer^ 

If, however, the Protecting Duty produces no effect in raising prices, 
why do the West-Indians contend for its continuance ? Does not the 
very struggle they are making to retain it completely disprove their 
allegations on this point, even if the case were not otherwise as clear 
as the sun at noon-day ? — As for the Bounty, it is true it has been re- 
duced to one half of its former amount in the last year. But that half 
still remains, and of itself adds somewhat more than 500,000/. an- 
nually to the cost of the sugar consumed in this country. This has 
I)een distinctly admitted in the House of Commons by Mr. Herries, the 
Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. Hibbert, also, the respectable agent of 
Jamaica, himself engaged in the sugar trade for the last fifty years, thus 
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ftddresded hig bonstitueAts, the Assembly of &at island, m. a l^er ditted 
the 11th of March, 132^4: 

'^ In relation to the alleviation of our commercial distresl^ it i^^ill surpriBe yon, 
perhaps, that when Mr. Hiime stated in the House of Commons the subject of 
the redttcCfon of the 9tf^ht duty, the members ta i>wr interest did not support hkn. 
This arose from a previous assttranoe irom las M^sty's Ministers that a reduc- 
tion of the sugar duty could not possibly take place, vtrithout at once depriving 
us of all the advanl>8ga which we o^w ei^y, in the principle and produce of 
calculatiag the diJawback upon the export «f refined sugars, whiehy taken mtto*- 
gether^ is little^ if at all short qf a gratuitous bounty qf six shilHngs per hundre4 
weight : and without also denying us aQ that they were ready to concede^ in 
regard both to the duty on rum, and to the regulations under which it is eol- 
lec»ed/*» 

Since that time the drawback has been lessened by three shillings. 
Of course three shillings Temarn. This bounty affects the sugars of the 
East, as well as those of the West-Indies. 

£Ast-xnI)ia trade. 

It may here, however, be of use to shew what are the probable capar 
bilities of that East-India trade which is thus discouraged; and what 
are the precise restrictions under which, with a view of favouring our 
slave colonies, it is at present laid, f 

First, as to Hestrictions. 
A duJty of £10 per ton more (being 60 per cent on the prime cost,) 

is laid on East than on West India Sugar ; the duty on West being 

£27, on East India, £37 per ton. 
£28 per ton mor€ is laid osk East than on West Indki Coffee ; die duty 

on West being £56^ on East India £84 per ton. 
£28 per ton more is laid on East than on West India Cocoa ; die <^ty 

on West being £56, on East India, £84 per too. 
£7 per ton more is laid on {last than on West India Turmeric ; die 

duty on West being £3, cm East India, £iO per ton. 
11«. 6d, per gallon more is laid on East than on West India Rum ; the 

duty on West being 8s. 6d, on East India, 20». per gallon. 
£6 per cent, ad valorem, is laid on East India Cotton Wool, while West , 

India is admitted free of duty ; being the same duty as on American 

Cotton ; although America imposes a large duty of 25 to 100 per 

cent, on the import of our manufactures; while in India the duty 
. is only 2J per cent. 
Hiere are also hi|her duties on other ardcles, such as Dye-woods, 

Mahogany, Hides, &c. &c. than on similar articles from the West 

Indies. 



• It is remartcaUe, that though it appears that this natter was ftilly and dearly understood by 
the West-lDdtaas in 18S4 and 18)^, yet they contended in the House of CominoBs, in opposition 
to Mr. Whitmore. that the effect of the bounty was confined to«ur trifling expert of refined sn,gar» 
and that even on that quantity it amounted only to three shillings per Cwt. 

t We say nothing at present on the monopoly of the China trade, by whi(^ not only is the 
price of tea, now one of the necessaries of life, douUed or trebled to the papulation of llib 
country, as compared with its price in the United States, but our traders and roanufacturen are 
shut out from any commercial intercourse with three hundred millions of consumers. It is 
perfectly obvious how stftongly that question bears on the existing distress throughout the 
United Kingdom* 
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What ft^ra^les the iojugtiee is, that the Mauritius, a smaM island 
(ceded to us by France), and which is cultivated whdly by slaves, has 
lately been selected as Uie object of favour, and is the only spot in our 
£a8tera empire put upon tbe ^ting of the West Indies, with regard to 
import duties ; while the £nee It^xMir of India is k»aded with imposts. 

It would seem as if our hearts were so much wedded to slavery, that 
we search it out in all parts of the world, as the object, not of repression 
and diafavour, bint of caunteDance, encouragement^ wad reward. The 
eaiaflsitous effec<» produced by this strange policy in the case of the 
Mauritius, we shall have an opportunity hereafter of exposing. 

It is no feeble proof of the extension of which our trade with India is 
capable, that, since the partial opening of it with that country in 
1815, the whole amount o€ exports has b^en increased from £2,559,000 
in 1815, to £4,800,000 in 1822. And of the immense increase which 
may be expected in our export of manufactured ^oods, and especially 
of manufactured cottons, if by equalizing the duties on the products of 
India, we permit our manufacturers to lake freely these products in 
exchange, some idea may be formed by the following statement, drawn 
from authentic documents, of the increased export of our cottons to 
India since 1814. 



ling Sth Jan. 


Tnrds Printed OottoB. 


Tards Plain Cekton. 


XoUd. 


1815 


604,800 


213,368 


«18,188 


1816 


806,064 


489,384 


1,295,44S 


1817 


991,144 


714,588 


1,705,732 


1818 


2,848,692 


2,468,004 


5,316,696 


1819 


4,227,664 


4,614,372 


8,842,036 


1820 


3,714,584 


3,414,040 


7,128,624 


1821 


7,602,252 


6,724,032 


14,326.284 


ia22 


0,979,844 


9,940,728 


19,920,572 



We regret that we have not access to the means of continuing tliis 
striking ^shibition of our rapidly increasing trade to the present time. 
. W« jcannot d(^t, however, that it would prove equally encouraging. 
But what might not this trade become, if all the existing restrictions in 
-^^CHur of the slaveholders wese removed ; and if it did not continue 
eramped and shackled as it is, for no other purpose than that of 
l^opipiiigup their vicious, immoral, and, to the country at large, mo^t 
iimpolitie and injurioi^ system ? Such are our unquestionable facilities 
of supplyiBg the lumdced millions of our Asiatic subjects with manu- 
Jsuitoisd cottons, in return for their raw produce, tliat considerable 
4|uantities even of cotton twist have recently been shipped to India. 
Most justly^ therefore, has it been obseryed in a recent publication, 
that— 

" l^othing connected with tbe policy of England is more remarkable, than the 
degree of apathy which her people generally appear to experience, with reference 
to the affairs of the most important of aU her dependencies, her Eastern Empire. 
At a moment when the influence of Ghreat Britain is felt and acknowledged over 
. the whole continent of India, whece an hundred millions of people, directly 
iBider our own away, and millions upon millions besides, who dwell under the 
nominal rule of their native princes, look to us as tiio arbiters of their destiny, 
and the guardians of their happiness; and when it is avowed, that the loss«f 
^this influence would affect us more materially than almost any other calwnity, 
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it is sorprifling to behold the oeglect ^ith which every questioii relative to ibm 
proper management of British India is treated. Nor is it less remarkable, that 
at a moment when the manufacturing districts in this counljry are suffering most 
heavily for want of a market for their goods, and when toe manufacturers of 
other countries are treading closely upon our heels, we should not feel the deep 
injury the people of Great Britaiii are sustaining from the restrictions, which 
cramp our trade with our own Emfdre in the East Indies. If we were fully 
aware of the vast field which India opens for our relief; and of which we are 
only prevented from availing ourselves to an extent almost unlimited, by heavif 
duties upon imports from the East Indies, beyond what are laid on similar arti- 
cles from the West Indies, it is quite impossible that parliament and the public 
should not with one voice demand their removal.'' 

" We have witnessed, on former occasions," says another writer, " the beneficial 
effects of fresh openings for our manufactures. A few years ago a new trade 
was opened with about twenty million^ of people in South America, and the 
most extensive benefits were derived from it. Hence we may form some idea of 
what the effect would be of opening a free and unrestricted trade with more 
tiian one hundred millions of our own fellow subjects in Hindostan, and with 
upwards of five hundred millions, if we extend that trade to the whole 
population of Asia. 

'' What was it which prevented us, until lately, from trading with Sout^ 
America ? What, but the restrictions imposed on that trade by the Governments 
of Spain and Portugal? 

'* And what now prevents our trading with the five hundred millions of China, 
Hindostan, and the rest of Asia ? What, but the restrictions imposed on that 
trade by our own Government ? The removal of these restrictions is not on^ 
vnthin the power of Parliament, but is in strict agreement with the very liberal 
principles of trade which have been avowed, and which, in a variety of other in- 
stances, have been acted upon both by them and by his Majesty's Government." 

While we have such means within our reach of alleviating the present 
distress among our manufacturers, it seems like fatuity to bverlook[them, 
and to have recourse, in their stead, to such au inordinately expensive 
palliative as emigration. How much more effective in that view would 
it be, while the measure would be attended with no expense, to throw 
open to the expansive power of our capital, and the energy of oar mer- 
chants and manufacturers, the immense market of British India, con- 
taining a hundred millions of customers, and which is now barred 
against us for the sake of 1800 sugar planters in the West Indies! 
Every loom in the kingdom would then, probably, in no long time, be 
put to work ; wages would rise, and the effect would be felt in the com- 
forts of our population from one extremity of the empire to another. 
How much more powerful still would be the effect, if China, the largest 
associated population in the world, were also opened to our commerce ! 
And if the fetters of our trade were thus removed, we should not only 
give full employment to our population at home, but we should greatly 
mitigate the sufferings of our unhappy fellow subjects, the negro slaves 
in our Colonies abroad. But this part of the subject deserves to be 
more distinctly dwelt upon. 
EFFECTS OF THE RESTRICTIVE SYSTEM IN THE WEST INDIES. 

It is sufficiently obvious that the monopoly enjoyed by the slave colo- 
nies is most injurious to pur own commercial interests, and most unjust 
and oppressive towards our Asiatic fellow subjects. It may be shewn, 
however, to be scarcely less injurious, unjust, and oppressive to the 
slave colonies themselves. 

W^have already seen how the bounties and protecting duties operate 
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tQ increase the culture of sugar, ^nd to diminUh that of provisipiiQ, 
leaving our colonies dependent for their food on the United States, and 
thus incurring the risk of being starved; and how they also serve 
to create a non-resident proprietary, whose slaves are left, in their ab- 
sence, to the care of hirelings. But these are not half the evils witb 
which the protecting system is pregnant. Without this it would not 
have been possible *' that the slave colonies should hs^ve continued to 
this hour in that low and wretched state which they now exhibit; — that 
the miserable hoe, raised by the feeble hands of men atid women 
driven forward by the cartwhip, should still be their main instrument in 
turning up the tioil, to the neglect of cattle and machinery;* — that all 
modem improvements in husbandry should be almost unknown ; — that 
one unvarying course of exhausting crops should be pursued, without 
change or relief; — and that in a climate congenial to them the popula- 
tion should continue progressively and rapidly to decrease.'' 

These evils, we admit, do not originate in the bounties and protecting 
duties, though they are aggravated by them. They have their origin in 
Slavery itself, a more deadly enemy tenfold to all improvement than 
even the caste of Hindostan. A blight seems to follow its steps. 
The very soil which the slave tills seems cursed with progressive bar- 
renness. And while, under the judicious culture of freemen, soils are 
found to improve ; no soil, however fertile, can resist the deteriorating 
effects of slave cultivation. One obvious cause of this is, that slaves 
eat no beef, and wear no shoes. There is, therefore, no call for that 
quantity of cattle, which, both by their '^manure, and by that change of 
crops which their due sustenance renders necessary, serves to renew 
the fertility of the soil.f 

However, it is the effect of this vicious system on the happiness of 
the slave, far more than on the interests of the master, which we are 
anxious to press on the public attention. Again and again have the 
West Indians endeavoured to persuade the public that the comfort and 
happiness of their slaves depend on the large profits of the masters; 
and statesmen of no mean name have allowed themselves to be imposed 
upon by such representations. No delusion can be more complete than 
this. The happiness and comfort of the slaves do indeed depend on 
the profitableness of their labour, but in an inverse ratio. The severity 

* We are aware that this statement has been controverted by no mean authority ; vre mean that 
of Major Moody, who, with his usual plausibility, bat with a singular infelicity in this ca8e,endea. 
▼ours to prove it to be untrue that machinery for relieving negro labour has been neglected ; 
because, as he tells us, there are steam engines of great power erected in the West Indies 
for grinding, the sugar cane; and because there afo waggons there for conveying the sugars 
to market. Now we can easily conceive how the introduction of steam engines may increase the 
demand for slave labour in the cultivation of the cane, which the planters have thus acquired in^ 
creased facilities of grinding ; but this, so far from lightening the toils of the field, is ouly calcu- 
lated to aggravate them. In Demerara, for example, there are steam engines enow, but no ploughs. 
The laud is there universally dug by the hoe in the hands of men and women. It b, therefore, 
trifling with an important subject, to reply to such a statement by referring to the use of machi- 
nery, when the machinery which is used, instead of tending to abate the intensity of negro labour, 
tends only to a severer exaction of it. * 

tTo be fully satisfied on this point, and to see how, of necessity, the value of land is deterio> 
rated by slavery, and advanced by freedom, the reader has only to consult two pamphlets of Mr- 
Cropper, entitled, Relief for West Indian Distress, and the Injurious Effects of High Prices ou the 
Condition of Slavery : and one on the Injurious Effects of $Iave Xabour, first published in Americ4i» 
and' since re-published by the Anti-Slavery Society. 
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of «xfteikia «id t>ie waste of life may be tneasvredy fodeed, in tbie cMe 
^f tbe wretched slave, by the pfofital^aess of ^ cultrfatkm in <«4tdb 
Ive is employed ; titid from whieh the only advantage he derives, is l^t, 
4tke the loom for ^e produce of which there is an increased desemd, he 
is worn ont the sooner. Sach indeed is the malignant nature of ^very, 
^at it <:onverts those very circcrmstaoces which are ordinarily the most 
l)eneficiai into earses. The increased demand for the prodnce of his 
labonr, whidi raises the wages of the freeman and enlarges his coat- 
forts, serves tmly, in t^ case of the slave, to qttidkeh the impaheof the 
tsaitwhip, and %o grind hnn sooner to dnst. The superior fertility of the 
soil he cultivates produces a like effect. 'Hiose who aire desirous of 
sa^si^ing themrselves oa this point may consult the Second Repwt «f 
Ae Anti-Slavery Society, p. 16 to S3. Without, therefore, entering «it 
large into the argument, it is clear that this view of the subject, and this 
alone, satisfactorily explains the facts of the case; explains, tiMCt is to 
«ay, why in the least productive of our slave colonies, and where no 
sugar is grown, and conseqtiently no stimulus appHed by bounties and 
protecting duties, the slaves increase most rapidly : while in Demerara, 
the most productive of our slave colonies, which makes the hffgest re- 
turns to Ae labour of the slave, and receives therefore the largest pro- 
portion of the bounties and protecting duties, the slaves decrease more 
rapidly than they increase in the Bahamas. Nay, throughout the whole 
range of the sugar cobnies, the rale of mortality may be measured by 
the productiveness of the soil, and the consequent share which the f^an- 
ters receive of this great pauper fund, — ^this <^ect incentive to improvi- 
<}e&ce and waste of life, — this infallible stimuhis to neglect and oppres- 
sion on the part of the slave holders.* 

On this ground then we make our firm and earnest appeal to the 
paiiiament and people c^ this country, against the monopoly of the 
slave holders. The existence of slavery, as it exists in our slave 
colonies, is a crime, in the guilt of whidi those who with their eyes 
open yield it their support, must be considered as more or less pariMM- 
pating. Now the most effective support given to slavery in the preseftt 
day, is to be found in this monopoly, and in the protection thereby given 
to slave holders, against the competition of free labour. Can it be said 
that there is either reason or justioe in competing those who detest 
and reprobate this system, to continue to pay a heavy contribution, prot 

* The effect of slavery in demoralizing both master and slave is w«ll known. Its effect in iu* 
poverishing the planter, in proportion to the largeness of his apparent profits, seems -an anomsily 
somewhat more difficult of explanation. The late statistical returns from Hie West Indies, {see 
Reporter, No. IQ, p. 282, &c.) go to prove this fact, that nofonly the mrseiy of the slave, 1>ut die 
distress of the planter, will be found to run parallel with the fertility of the soil he cultivBtes, and 
the consequent profits of his culture and high appreciation of his slaves. Tf we take the OcAoeiies 
which are the most fertile, and where the value of slaves is nearly three times as-high win -matey 
of the other Colonies, for example Demerara, Berbice, and Trinidad, therethe number of ^aves 
sold in execution is nearly three times as great as elsewhere. The average price of Slaves in 
Demerara and Berbice is 88/. sterling : what it is in Trinidad do^ not appear. Tlie average 
price of slaves in the Islands of St. Vincent's, Tortola, Bahamas, St. Kitt's, BaCbadoes.Dbrotnica, 
Grenada, and Nevis, appears to be about 28/. sterling. The sales of slaves in execution in Ae 
three former Colonies, however, amount to one in twenty eight ; and in the ei^fart latter to one 
in eighty. We repeat the reflection we have already made on this extraordinary faxit, tfa«t' it 
seems to afford ** a presumption* that by the ordination of providence, the rigorous exattion'of 
servile labour, in despite of the calculations of a sordid aud he«rtless cupidity, may1)e expected 
to issue in the blasted hopes of the oppressor." 
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for tilt privilege of pntliog an end to it, but witk the eertaki eilbet 
of roaintainiiig, nay, of aggravating and p^etuating ki evils ? 

A NEW REASON FOR ABOLISHING THE MONOPOLY. 

It becomes the more incumbent on the friends of the negro rac«^ 
to act on these views of the subject, so far, at least, as to deprive slavery 
of the factitious suf^rt which is given to it by means of bounties 
and protecting duties, because the hope of arriving at the extinction of 
slavery by other means we fear is daily lessening. The last number of 
the Reporter sufficiently proves the determinatbn of the colonial legisr 
latures to adopt no effectual measures for bringing about that consumma^ 
tion ; and the tendency of certain pamphlets, understood to be official^ 
Xo lower dowjQ or fritter away the original propositions on the subject of 
xeioua, and especially that which gave tx> slaves a power of redeeming 
^emsetves at a fair am^wsement, caimot but increase die apprehenskm " 
of delay and disappoitflllent. Emboldened by these apparent vacilla- 
tions on the part of some official men, the West Indians have come 
forward and published a manifesto under the name of Alexander 
Macdonnell, Esq., the purport of which is to represent this species of 
manumission, which he terms " compulsory manumission," as being 
contrary to the spirit of the parliamenttiry resolutions of 1823 ; as an 
infringement of the rights of property ; as injurious to the well being of 
the slaves ; and as endangering the safety of the colonies. It is suffi- 
cient to state these propositions, to prove their extravagance and their 
follacy. That to give die slave the power, by the fruits of his own 
industry, of obtaining the manumission of himself, his wife, or children, 
ishouid be injurious to his well being, and dangerous to the peace of the 
colonies, is a statement so absard in itself, and so opposed to all expe- 
rience, not only in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies, but in our own, 
that we may safely leave it to the scorn it merits.* Then as to being an in- 
fringement on the rights of property; what bill for turnpikes, canals, or 
docks in this country, does not involve a greater and more direct infringe- 
ment on the rights of property, without the slightest imputation of 
illegality or injustice? Or what general measure of policy has ever been 
adopted less liable to such a charge, and in which loss and inconveni- 
ence to private individuals are more sedulously guarded against ? That 
it violates the spirit of Mr. Canning's resolutions, is a view of the sub- 
ject reserved for the ingenuity of Mr. Macdonnell to discover. We 
believe that Mr. Canning and Lord Bathurst understand the purpose 
and intent of their own resolutions better than Mr. Macdonnell ; and 
so far have the great body of the colonists, at home and abroad, been 
from understanding them differently, that on no occasion, which we can 
recollect, of discussions either in parliament, or in the colonial assemblies, 
has it been intimated that the Government, in giving to the slave the 
power of redeeming himself and his family by the fruits of his industry, 

• In our own slave colonies in the West Indies there are about 100,000 emancipated slaves or 
tbeir descendants. In this number it does not appear that there is above one in three or four 
Inuidped who receiTes the slightest relief as paupers. Their general respectability and thw 
l«7*ltj are admitted ; and the peace and safety of the colonies are in fact in their hands ; as 
they form the strength of the local mtlilia. 
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had been guilty of the slightest deviation from the letter or spiiit oX 
their own resolutions of May 1&23. 

If, however, such be the doctrine which, at this late hour, the Colo* 
nists mean to maintain ; if they mean to shut out all hope of manumis^ 
sion from the slave independently of the will of his master ; and thus do 
their utmost to perpetuate the horrid institution of slavery for ages and 
generations to come, — how much more incumbent does it become upon 
the Parliament and people of this country to withdraw all those factitious 
props by which we have aggravated its malignity, while we have shared 
its guilt ? We have here, in short, the very strongest additional motives 
for labouring to put an end to bounties and protecting duties without a 
moment's delay ; being convinced, as has been well said : 

'< That, whatever difficulties the Slave qaestion may present' under other 
aspects, the people of England will thns at least be delivered from the bitter con- 
scionsness of maintaining, by oppressive and unnecessary premiums, a system 
of iniquity degrading to the national character, subversive of every legal and 
constitutional principle, and wholly at variance with the dictates or sound 
policy, humanity, and justice/'* 

HAYTI.— CODE RURAL. 

In our last Number (pp. 309, 310) we gave a brief account of an 
attempt that had been made to pass upon the public an old proclamation 
of Toussaint, of the year 1799, enforcing field labour by a kind of mili- 
tary discipline, as a new and genuine proclamation by Boyer in the 
year 1826. This was effected by the very simple process of omitting 
the beginning and the conclusion of the original proclamation, and 
substituting Boyer's name for that of Toussaint Louverture. The de- 
clared object of giving this document, thus fabricated, to the world, was 
to prove that labour was compulsory in Hayti as well as in Jamaica. 
That such a clumsy and fraudulent expedient should have been resorted 
to, in order to establish this point, may be accepted as a proof of the 
absence of all better evidence. — But it is pretended, and Mr. Hibbert, 
the agent of Jamaica, has published a letter in the newspapers to that 
effect, that though it cannot now be denied that this proclamation, on 
which so much undue stress had been laid, is false and fabricated ; yet, 
there does exist a Code Rural, enacted in April or May, 1826, by the 
Legislature of Hayti, by which the same important truth, that negroes 
will not labour without compulsion, is fully established. — Mr. Hibbert 
avows, indeed, with a generous self-devotion, that the act of affixing 
Boyer*s name to the previously truncated proclamation, was his act, 
and not that of his constituents in Jamaica. He adopts, however, and, 
after time for reflection, repeats their comment on the Code Rural, as 
exhibiting a system by which tbe ** driver is made answerable for the 
labourer, the overseer for his drivers'* &c. Mr. Hibbert says he is in 
possession of the code. He could therefore have ascertained the ac- 
curacy of this comment. But if we may judge of its accuracy by that 
part of the code which he has chosen to publish^ nothing can be more 
unlike the truth. In the extracts which he has exhibited, (and we pre- 
sume he has given such as are best adapted to his purpose and that of 
his constituents), there is no mention made of the driver, nor the 

• Surrey Anti-Slavery Fetitioii. • • • 



Digitized by 



Google 



HAYTI.—COlJE RURAL. 325 

slightest allusion to such a personage. On the contrary, the whol 
system, as far as it is rendered intelligible by the few sentences which 
MLve been selected for the public eye, is absolutely inconsistent with any 
such idea. It seems to relate to the due fulfilment of contracts between 
farmers and their workmen ; — ^tothe regulation of the periods and hours 
of work ; — to an equal distribution of the labour of repairing the high* 
ways ; — ^and to the repression of vagrancy. And in these respects it 
bears a close analogy to t^e laws on the same subject which exist in 
England. Every thing is decided by the law and by the magistrate; 
and the penalties consist in all cases either of a pecuniary fine or im* 
prisonment, or, as the gentlemen of the Jamaica Assembly tell us, in 
the forfeiture of wages.* 

Mr. Hibbert pretends to be very angry that a Mr. Henderson, a mer- 
chant of Hayti, and some other writer on the subject, should have attri- 
buted to the gentlemen of Jamaica, with whom these rash publications 
and incorrect statements originated, a malignity of purpose as respected 
the people of Hayti. We will not enter into the dispute between 
Mr. Hibbert and Mr. Henderson, especially as we understand the latter 
gentleman to have quitted England. But we cannot wonder that Mr. 
Henderson, or any man of plain understanding, who finds before him a 
prima facte case of forgery as it respects one document, and of the 
grossest misrepresentation as it respects another — the whole accom- 
panied by the most injurious as well as unfounded inferences — should 
iemploy a somewhat ardent expression of feeling towards those whom 
he deemed the deliberate and wilful calumniators, by such means, of 
himself and his Haytian brethren. We hope soon to see the whole of 
this disputed code before the public. In the mean time, we would 
remark, that our impression of the probable state of the case is simply 
diis ; an impression, however, for the accuracy of which we do not vouch. 
— ^The government of Hayti had contracted to make certain large pay- 
ments to France in consideration of the recognition by that country of 
its independence. Good faith required that these payments should be 
punctually made ; and justice required that the contributions necessary 
to that end should be borne as fairly and equally as possible by the 
Haytian people. How could this be effected but by requiring every 
individual, whose freedom had been secured by the arrangement, to 
contribute his fair share of the cost of it? To effect this object, the 
Legislature of Hayti, elected by the people of Hayti, appear to have pass- 
ed a law to prevent the whole burden of that contribution from falling, as it 
must otherwise do, on the industrious part of the population; and to 
oblige the most idle and worthless to lend their aid. A measure pro- 
ceeding on such a general principle as this would be beneficial in every 
state as well as in Hayti, and at all times equally with the present. 
Why it was adopted at this particular time, and not before, by the 
Haytian Legislature, is probably to be accounted for by the new and 

* It is a strong indication of the disingenuoosncss with which the particular clauses of this Code, 
given to the public, have been selected, that but for this unguarded <^servation» we should not hare 
known that wages had formed a part of the case at all. Every article in the Code which relates to 
wages has been carefully left out in these excerpta. The entire Code, however, will soon be 
forthcoming. 
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pecyiar exi^eocHS^ of their situation. Whether aU i3^ r^gulattknift of 
^e code, ynh&sk tbeyshaU be made known, will prove to be such a» sound 
polilical eeonomists can approve, is another question. Judging, how- 
eTer, from the brief specimen of U which we have been permitted to pe^ 
mse» we shonid say, that though exoeptioas may be taken to some of 
ita regulataoii«« yet, on the whole, it indioateB a vast advance in Creedom 
and civilization wee the period of Tousfiaint'a pvoekimatioa; and fur- 
nishes abundant proof that the condition of the Haytian li^orer if 
as remote from that of the colonial alave, as die condition c^ the riave 
diffeift from that of the peasant of England or of France. 

OUTRAGEOUS ATTACK ON METHODISTS IN JAMAICA. 
. On the 13th instant, Dr. Lushington brought to the knowledge of 
the House of Commons, the following act of lawless violence, almost 
equalling in atrocity the outrage committed, in Basbadoes, against Mn 
Shrewsbury. — On Christmas day last, the mSitia regiment had been 
called out, in ^e pariah of Su Ann, to keep watch and ward over the 
slave papulation; and to protect the property, and preserve the safiity of 
their masters. The regim^t assisted at divine service^ which was per* 
ibrmed al the parish church, and was addressed in a sermon^ by the 
Rev. Mr. Bridges, late Chaplain to the Bishop of Jamaica. That dis- 
course was replete with inflammatory language, directed against the 
Methodist Missionaries in the Inland, and inciting to acts of outrage 
and bloodshed. The white company of the regiment was, in the course 
of the afternoon, left on guard in the vicinity of the house of Mr. Had* 
cliffe, the Methodist Missionary. Towards midni^^t an attack wa^ 
made on the imsaionary meeting-honse. and on the house of Mr. Rad- 
eliffe the nnssionary, inhabited by himself, his wife, children, and ser« 
vants. The attack wsis made with muskets and horse*pistols, and 
fourteen musket balls were fired into the house, not hurriedly, but by 
word of command. The guard was all this time on duty in the close 
vicinity of Mr. Radclifle^s house, but no attempt at interference took 
place on their part ; and it was owing, not to the humanity of this 
white company, or to the Christian exhortations of the Reverend Mr* 
Bridges, but to the acctd^it of the balls not having taken effect, that 
murder was not added to outrage and violence. Dr. Us object in moving 
for information on the subject, was to induce the House, by institutmg 
an enquiry, not only tou visit the guilty with punishment, but to prevent 
all encroachment on the principles of toleration and religious freedom^ 
To the Wesleyan Missionaries this country was indebted for the small 
portion of instruction and religious knowledge at present to be foimd 
among the lower classes and slave population of the West In^ 
dies. But for them, the whole of the black population of the West 
Indies would have continued in a state of idolatry and paganism. 
Government had most wisely determined to give a Bishop and addi- 
tional Clergy to the Island, but be should grieve,, if the Church Esta- 
blishment' there were to engage in the wicked attempt to exterminate 
all other sects. If such an* attempt were made to oppress them, he 
would be the first to come forward to enable them to obtain that pro- 
tection to which, by thelaws of God and of the land, they were entitled.—* 
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Whftt an eaanple c^suhordiBation too did tbeae vUte mtlitia mieu let: 
to their free biack and coloured brethren in amui ; and to the sknre po- 
pulation? — But the matter did not stop here. On the Sunday following^ 
(two days only having elapsed from the commission of the oiitrage,) the 
same clergyman alluded to the aet of violence whieb had been peipe*^ 
trated, and repeated the same seroioD. It wat right the Honse should 
knov who this Rev. Mr. Bridges was. He was a Gentleman who had 
first rendered himself notorious by a libel on the character of Mr. Wil-, 
berfcMfce, whom he had thus designated : — '^ Mel in ote, Veri>a kdis^ 
Fel in corde, Fraus in fac^." For this mode of treating diis venerated 
name, Mr. Bridges had been rewarded with a considerable sum of 
money, by the House of Assembly ; and the Bishop of Jamaica had 
further rewarded lum» by appointing him his chaplain, though at the 
time of the oi^rage, the Rev. Gentlemao no longer contknied to hold 
this office. He hopkt some way might be discovered to punish not only 
those who had fired the bullets, but the instigator to that act of violence^ 
He was not surprised at the act» after Ute transaction which had 
occurred at Barbadoes, and the impunity with vHaich it had been 
attended. True, he had a better opinion of Jamaica, than of Barbadoes. 
He understood, that soon after this occurrence, CoL Cox had endea- 
voured to investigate it He did not know the result of the investiga- 
tion, but hoped it would be attended with better consequences than the 
inquiry at Barbadoes, He trusted, the colony would anticipate the 
mother country in the adoption of a remedy for the evil. After what 
had occurred at Barbadoes, however, he waa resdved not to alfa>w one 
instance of intolerance in the West India Islands to pass, without imme- 
diately bringing it before the House, llie Hon. and Learned Member 
concluded by moving for '' Copies of alt dispatches received, or which 
may be received from Jamaica, respecting an attack on the Wesleyan 
Missionary Meeting, and dwelling-houset,in the pariah of St. Ann, in the 
month of December last." 

Government, it appears, has as yet received no official information 
on the subject 

PAEIJAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO SUGAR DUTIES. 
The subject of the Sugar Duties has been fixed several times for discus- 
sion in the House of Commons, but owing to various accidental causes 
has hitherto been postponed. It is understood, however, that in the 
progress of the Annual Duties' Bill through the House, that part of it 
which respects Sugar will be fully canvassed. Besides this, Mr. Whit- 
more has given notice of a specific motion, in the ensuing month of 
May, on the subject of the restrictions which cramp our East India 
Trade. Several petitions have already been sent up from those com- 
mercial and manufacturing districts which are more immediately inte- 
rested in this question ; — and who, indeed, is not interested in it ? — 
A Petition from Manchester, signed by near 400 of the principal mer- 
chants and manufacturers of that important place, contains a statement, 
which is substantially, to the following effect, viz : 

That, in consequence of the restrictions imposed by this country upon the 
importation of the raw produce of other countries, and the general commercial 
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policy heretofore adopted, Nations which were formerly our best ctistom^rtf, 
have been induced to lay heavy duties upon our manufactures, to obtain 
machinery or the means of making it from this neighbourhood, and to prevail 
upon our workmen to emigrate. By these means they have been enabled to pro- 
duce a considerable proportion of the goods with which we formerly supplied, 
tiiem, and, in some instances, to rival us in other markets. 

That these circumstances have largely contributed to the present state of 
extreme suffering and privation to which the labouring classes in this town and 
neighbourhood are subjected, and for which, if some remedy is not applied, by 
opening fresh markets for the produce of their industry, the Petitioners appre- 
hend they must see these sufferings and privation of their workmen still continue 
or increase; the means of supplying them with emplo3rment daily diminish; and 
their best artisans leave them to find a more ample subsistence by transferring 
their abilities to the services, and for the aggrandisement of rival nations. ' 

That this country has, vnthin her ovni dominions, the means of accomplishing 
much, by facilitating the trade vnth our East Indian possessions — A trade 
which, though it has been progressively and rapidly increasing from this neigh- 
bourhood, and has become highly important, would have been much more ex- 
tended had it not been obstructed by the difiSculty of obtaining profitable returns ; 
a difficulty caused in a great measure by many important articles of East Indian 
produce, being burthened witli higher duties than similar articles imported from 
our West India Colonies. 

That the ground of reciprocal advantage on which the protection was 
granted to the West Indians, has now ceased by the removal of the restrictions 
imposed upon them as regarded the shipping of their produce to this country. 

That, although many European nations and the United States of America 
are allowed a firee trade with our East Indian possessions, and by obtaining the 
produce of these countries in exchange for their own, become carriers of it to 
other parts of the world ; yet, still if the duties upon East Indian productions 
were only equal to those upon West Indian produce, this country might enter 
into a fair competition with them, and thereby be enabled to feed her famishing 
workmen, employ more largely her shipping, increase the revenue, and more 
firmly rivet, by the bonds (kT mutual interest and mutual benefits, the connection 
between Great Britain, and this most important of her dependencies. 

That, as the bounty paid upon the refined sugar raises the price of all sugar 
consumed in this country, and is not only a heavy burden upon the people, but 
limits the c<msumption of that article, and is, therefore, an obstacle in the way 
of a more extended sale of our manufactures, the Petitioners, therefore, 
earnestly pray, that the House will take these subjects into their serious 
consideration, and by removing the bounty now paid on ^he export of refined 
sugar, and reducing the duties upon the imports from our East Indian posses- 
sions to the same scale as those paid upcyi similar articles from the West Indian 
Colonies, allow the Petitioners that room for the employment of capital and ex- 
tension of industry to which, in accordance with the line of policy sanctioned 
by Parliament, they beg leave humbly to represent that they consider them- 
selves entitled. 



ThiSy and all other publications of the Society, may be had at their office 
18, Aldermanbury ; or at Messrs. Hatchards, 187, Piccadilly, and Arch's, CarnhUi, 
They may aUo be procured, through any bookseller, oi' at the depots of the Anti- 
Slavery Society throughout the kingdom. 



Londm.'^BAOSTER ^ THOMS, Printers, lAuBMTthol9m€wCl0S$. 
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London^ 18, Ald^rmanbury, April 30, 1827. 

No. 23: 

ANTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY REPORTER. 



The " ANTi-StAVBRY Monthly Rbporter" will be ready for delivery on ti^e 
iast day of every month. Copies will be forwarded, at the request of any Anti- 
.Slavery Society, at the rate of fonr shillings per hundred, when jiot exceeding 
half a sheet, and In proportion, when it exceeds that quantity. All persons wish- 
ing to receive a regular supply are requested to make application to the Secretary, 
at the Society's office, No. 18, Aldermanbury, and mention the conveyance by 
\which they may be most conveniently sent. Single Ck>pies may be had of all 
booksellers and newsmen, ai the rate of ad. per sheet of sixteen pages. 



CORRECTION OF A MISTAKE.^RURAL CODE OF HAYTL— 
REMARKS UPON IT.— WEST INDIA REPORTER, &c. 



Correction of a mistake in the l<ist Number. — An error of some raag- 
nitude crept into a note at p. 316 of our last Number, which was dis- 
covered in time to be corrected only in a part of the impression. It arose 
■■from confounding, in the haste of preparation, the column which exhi- 
;b1ted the whole export of sugar from this country, includmg both British 
plantation and Foreign, ^ith the amount of raw sugar exported in a 
. refined state. The Note ought to have stood as follows : 

l^e bounty on sugar, which unounts to about three shillings a cwt, (half having beau 
taken off last year,) draws from the Exchequer, for an export of about 740,000 cwt., the turn of 
*«ix>at 111,000/. The additionid price levied on the public on account of our internal consumption, 
.which Hiuounte to about 3,000/)00 cwt. b about 450,000/., makiog together ^,000^. TTieeffeot of 
the protecting duty of 10s. against East India, and S6s. against foreign sugar cannot be very accu- 
^tatoly ascertained, H w« estimate ic at the low rate of 6s. a cwt. 900,000/. more is thus taken 
out of the pockets of the British consumers, making a grand totul of upwards of 1 ,460,000/. or at tlie 
average rate of from 800 to QOO/' a year to each slave-holding sugar planter. This sum, indeed, 
is divided among them in very unequal proportions, some of them importing more largiely than 
-others; but it may be estimated to yield to the sugar farmer at least eight pounds steriing fbr 
^^y ^n of sugar he impwta. ThtX is to say, the ri^ and the poor of this country are burdened 
t othis enormous extent, not only to supply luxuries to about 1800 sugar farmers, but to tnabl^B 
them, with profit to themselves, to go on wasUng the lives of their slaves, at a rate which would 
aBtimMely unpeople the world. 



RURAL CODE OF HAYTI. 

It is a satisfaction to uis to have it in our power to lay before the pil>- 
lie a literal translation of the whole of this interesting and much misre- 
presented document. It is printed in a 12mo. form, and the title page 
runs thus — "Rural Codfe of Hayti. Port au Prince, from the, printing 
press of the Govemmetit July, 1826.*' 
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We shall give it as it stands, only adding a nbte or two where they 
may appear necessary for the purpose of elucidation. 



Liberty. REPUBLIC OF HAYTI. Equality- 

llURAL CODt. 

The Chamber of the Representatives of Communes, on the'proposition 
of the President of Hayti,and having heard the Report of its Committee 
of the Interior, has passed the six following laws, constituting the Rural 
Code of Hayti. 

LAW, No. I. 
6N THE QENERAL ARRANGEMENTS RELATIVE TO AGRICULTURE 

Article I, Agriculture, being the main source of the prosperitY of the 
state, shall* enjoy the special protection and encouragement of the Civil 
and Military authorities. 

2. The citizens, of the profession of agriculture, cannot be taken off 
from their pursuits, except in the cases pointed out by law. 

3. All the citizens being bound to give their aid towards supporting 
the state, either by their services or their industry ; those who shall not 
.be employed in civil offices, or called out on military service ; those 

who shall not be engaged in any business subject to the patents* those 
who shall not be employed as working artificers, or as domestic servants; 
those who shall not be employed in the cutting of wood fit for exporta- 
'tion ; and those, in fine, who shall not be able to shew that they possess 
the means of subsistence^ shall be bound to cultivate the earth. 

4. Citizens of the agricultural profession shall not be at liberty to quit 
"the country, in order to reside in cities or towns, without the authoriza- 
tion of the Justice of Peace of the Commune they wish to quit, and of 
that of th^ Commune where they mean to fix themselves ; and the Justice 
of Peace shall not give his authorization, until he has assured himself 
'that the applicant is a person of good behaviour, who has correctly 
conducted. himself in the canton he desires to quit, and that he has the 
means of subsistence in the town where he wishes to reside. All who 
shall not conform to these rules, shall be considered and dealt with 9$ 
vagrants. 

5. The children, of either sex, whom their parents (themselves ea- 
gaged in agriculture) shall desire to send into the cities or towns to be 
apprenticed or educated, are not to be received either by master work*- 
inett,"or by the teachers of public or jprivate schools, without a certificate 
of the Justice of Peace, which certificate shall be granted at the request 
either of the proprietor or principal renter of the place, or of the officer 
of the rural police, or of the father or the mother of the child. Every 
contravention of this rule shall be subject to a fine of 25 dollars, to 
be paid by the person who shall have received the child without auAor- 
ization. 

6. Recruiting for the army can 6nly take place by order of tlie Pre- 

'— — — : — . -^ ^ 

* A tax 80 namtd imposed on merchants; shopkeepers, tradeifmen, &c. 
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sident, and it shall not extend to citizens engaged in agriculture, unless 
the Chief of the State, induced by a pressing danger, shall gi?e orders to 
that effect. 

7. No shop, either wholesale or retail, shall be established, and no 
commerce in the produce of the Island shall be carried on in the coun* 
try parts on any pretext whatsoever. From this rule are excepted raw 
sugars delivered tp the refineries, and molasses to the distilleries, and 
cotton in the seed when sent to the mill to be ginned. 

8. Nevertheless the|?a^en/cc? travelling pedlars, residing in, and going 
from, cities or towns, may, while travelhng over the country, sell provi- 
sions, foreign merchandize, and hardware.* 

9. The houses or cottages which private persons have already erected 
in the interior of the. Communes, in situations where there is no regular 
township, but merely a collection of cottages, whether for their own 
accommodation or to let to others, shall be subject to the same tax, on 
the value of the rent of those houses, which is payable in cities and 
towns. In future, however, no cottage shall be erected in the country, 
where there is no recognized township, except when connected with a 
rural establishment. 

10. No proprietor of land bordering on the sea shall possess boats 
or vessels except for the transport of his produce to the neighbouring 
x^ity or tovm ; and for this he shall have, from the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune, a licence which shall be delivered gratis ; and on no pretence 
shall these boats be at liberty to carry on Ae coasting trade of other 
ports, or of the adjacent little islands, nor the business of fishing, ex«- 
cept for the exclusive use of the plantation. 

11. All the fines and forfeitures imposed by the Rural Code, shall be 
inflicted by the Justices of Peace, when not exceeding the value of 
100 dollars, and, when they exceed that sum, by the civil tribunals. 
The half of the said fines and forfeitures shall belong to the public trea*- 
sury, the other half to the informer. 

12. On the day of the festival of agriculture, (the first of May) parties 
of cultivators from each section shall attend, at the place where the 
Council of Notables meets, with samples of their produce. The Council 
of Notables, in the presence of all the authorities^ shall crown tlie bulti- 
Tator who shall have best cultivated his farm, in each Section, and in 
each kind of culture; and he shall receive a prize of encouragement . 
Exact details of these proceedings shall be drawn up and made public. 

13. Every year, on the first of September, the Councils of Notables 
shall address, to the President of Hay ti, a circumstantial report respect-* 
ing the state of agriculture in each Commune, accompanied by their ob^ 
servations as to the best means of improving it 

14. At the end of the year, the Commandants of Departments, shall. 
In like manner, render to the President of Hayti an Ibcount of the state 
of agriculture in their respective departments, and also of the state of 
the roads and high ways. 

* The articles 7 and 8 seem framed in the absurd spirit of many of our owa old 
laws. iPhey are probably intended to secare the revean'e by confining the sale c^ 
taxable commodities and tht residence of taxed (patented) traders' to the tenrAsL 
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^ LAW, No. li. • 

ON THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF THE DIFFJEltENT AGRl. 
CULTURAL ESTABLISHMENTS, 

Chapter I. 

Sides relating to the admifmtrcUim of agricultural estabKshments ds 
" respects the proprietors of the soiL 

Sbction I. — Of Landmarks^ Boundaries^ and Establishments. 

- ,15* All the landed properties situated in the country, and proceeding 
from grants made by the State, whether under the title of naUonal pro*- 
^perty, ot under that of partial gift, which have not yet been sumeyed 
and measured, must be so wttl»n the space of one year from the date of 
.the promulgation of the present code, under the penalty of a fine of one 
dollar for erery carreau of land, to be paid by the proprietor* With a 
.view to the due execution of this regulation, the Justice of Peace of the 
.Commune shall, after the lapse of the above interval, on a declaration 
.being. made to him of the facts, employ a surveyor duly commissioned, 
to measure and draw a plan of the unsurveyed grounds at the expense 
4)f the delinquent grantee; when the amount of the fine shaU be fixed, 
and levied together with the expense of the imrvey. > 

• 16. From &e date of the promulgation of this law, no sale, of property^ 
«ituated in the country, can be executed before a notary, if that pn^r^ 
ly shall not have been previously surveyed, and the boundaries previously 
i:ec(^iuzed by the title-deeds; nor in any case can a partial sale take 
place unless the land shall have been previously surveyed. Notaries 
Acting in contravention of thiti article shall incur the penalties of the 
Jaw. , 

. 17. All grants of land made previous to the promulgation of tlie 
present code, and on which, in a year from that time, no settlement 
shall have begun; and all grants made subsequent to that time, :08 
;iivhicb, in a year from the date of the grant, no settlem^t shall have 
commenced, shall revert to the domain of the state ; and ;the title-deed 
Bhall be given up and sent back to the Government 
. 18. To carry the last regulation into effect, the officer ^.Rural 
police, in conjunction with the Council of Agriculture, shall report t» 
the Justice of Peace, and the military Commandant of the Commune, 
the uncultivated state of the grant : and these, ^ter ascertaining the 
correctness of this Report, shall examine and subsertbe it, and Uien 
address it to the Commandant of the Department, who, after having 
obtained proof of the fact, shall withdraw the title-deed, and send '\it0 
the Government. 

, I&. A settlement will be considered as begun, whenv there shall be 
a garden cultivated according to the rules established by law, and 
the extent of which shall be duly proportioned to the number of cuUi-» 
vators attached to the property. 

2G. The proprietors of cultivated lands, which are contiguous to 
each other, shall be bound, at their common expense, adequately to 
fence their properties. Any one refusing to do so shall be cQmpell^f>l9 
%y" course of law. 
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^ ^Ul. Tb« proprietors of niral estates are bound to (sause to be 
fixed, during any surveys made at dieir requisition, solid landmarks 
in iron, or in masonry work, or in durable wood, under pain of a fine 
of fire dollars for every landmark which may be wanting. 

22. The proprietors who shall have neglected to execute the pre*> 
ceding repiladon shall be bound, besides paying die fine, to pay the 
jsurtificer who shall be employed, by the orders ^ the Justice of the 
Peace of the Commune, to fix the requisite landmark. 

^ECTioK IL — Of the obUgeUions imposed on the proprietors or ad- 
ministrators qf rural property, 

23. It is specially forbidden to cut down the wood ott the crest of 
mountains and for a hundred paces of their descent, or at the head 
«r in the environs of springs, or on the. banks of rivers. The pro^ 
prietors of lands watered by springs, or rivers, must surround the 
head of those springs, and plant the borders of the rivers, with plantain 
tfees, bamboos, and other trees calculated to promote coolness. 

. 24. When a propoetor intends to set fire to new wood, or to a field 
of old canes, or to savannahs, or to any other kind of field, he shall 
beiioond, twenty*^ur hours, before, to apprize all the neighbours bor- 
dering upon him of his intention, under Uie penalty of paying for all 
the damage which the fire may occasion. 

25. As soon as a fire shall break out on an estate, the neighbouring 
proprietors and cidtivators shall be bound to repair thither, in order to 
assist in arrestnig.its progress* 

26. It is forbidden to kindle a.fire in the savannahs, or in the fields 
or gardens of plantations, without the express permission of their pro- 
prietors, renters, managers, or conductors. 

27. There must not be kept on estates appropriated to cultivation, 
manufactures, or other establishments, any more cattle than are re* 
quired for carrying on the work of them, or for the use of the pro- 
prietors, managers, conductors, renters or cultivators ; and these 
animals must be kept during the day in herds, and at night in pens or 
inclosed fields. 

28. Animals of the horse kind, horned cattle, swine, &o. appropriated 
to t>reeding^ cannot be kept except on breeding establislunents aocording 
to the fourth law relating to such establishments. 

- 29. No proprietor, renter, or tnanagec of a plantation can establibh 
en his estate a system contrary to that established by law. 

30. No company or association of cultivators, fixed oa. (he same 
plantation, shall be allowed to rent the whole of the estate on which 
they reside, in order to manare it by tliemselves as a partnership. 

31. The cottages or dwellings of the cultivators must be built on 
ohe«uid the same point of the plantation to which they are attached. 

Chaptbii II. 

Of cultivation generally, 

' 32. The principal branch of cultivation consists in the raising of 
planfiTand trees yielding produce for exportation to foreign countries, 
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^tain of all descriptiods, and all kinds of food and roots designed for 
the subsistence of the population. 

33. All who oarry on this principal branch of cukure, are not 
subject to the territorial and land tax, except on the gross produce fit 
for exportation which they shall have got in, 

34. The secondary branch of cultivation consists of the culture 
inerely of pot herbs, of flowers, of frUit trees, of provisions, and of fodder^ 
when the growth of these takes place on est^ates which are not esta* 
biished for carrying on the principal branch pf cultivation. 

35. Those whose establishment is specially directed to the secondairy 
branch of cultivation are subject to the territorial and land tax on the 
estimated value of their produce in each six months, 

36. On every rural establishment, they shall be bound to eaitivate 
provisions, grain, fruit trees, such as thein0ad4ffie,^&B^i8i]^idoiit -for 
the sustenance of the persons employed there. 

37. All the gardens, whether they produce provisions, or grainy 
must be carefully attended to, under the responsibility of the proprietor^ 
renter or manager, who, in case of neglect, shall be condemned to a 
fine of from three to fifteen dollars. ^ 

38. On every plantation the cultivators attached to it, and who work 
for a fourth qf the produce, shall be bound to have, for their personal 
use, a garden of provisions, which they «haU cultivate during theu^ 
hours or days of repose. 

39. With this view the proprietors, renters, or managers shall be 
bound to place, at the disposal^of the cultivators, the land necessary for 
the formation of their private gardens. 

40. The dikes, reservoirs, and conduits which serve to supply and 
distribute the water required for the inhabitants, both for irrigation, and 
for every other useful purpose, shall be kept in order by all the parties 
interested, who shall be bound to contribute to the labours necessary to 
that end. No one can refuse to share in these labours ; nor can he alie:^ 
nate his neighbour's share of the water wi^out his consent Every one 
acting contrary to these rules shall. pay a fine of from ten to fifty dol* 
lars, and shall be bound to repair at his own charge the jcondnit which 
he shall have obstructed or destroyed. 

41. When on any rural property the produce of it shall be on the 
point of being packed in sacks, bales, casks, or other packages, the 
officer of the Rural Police of thcSection, shall have the rights of exam- 
ining it, to satisfy himself that there is no fraud ; and when there is, he 
shall stop the delivery, and immediately report the matter to the Jus- 
tice of Peace of the Commune. If the produce has only been badly 
prepared, he shall suspend its removal, and oblige the parties to clean 
it anew. 

42. The Justice of Peace, on receiving the report, shall appoint akil* 
ful persons to examine the produce, and if fraua should be proved, the 
produce shall be forfeited to the State. 

43. The produce, intended for exportation, cannot quit the plantation 
to be carried to the cities or towns, and delivered for sale, *without 
a permit from the proprietor, when he resides on the estate, pr^ when 
J)e does not reside, from the officer of the Rural Police of the Section, 
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The ptonit sKaH be ftirnislied gratis^ on ntistampied paper, by thej 
officer of the Polioe» who shall be bound to register it. 

44. AH produce removed in contravention of this regulation, shall: 
be seised on the way» and taken to the Justice of Peace of the 
Commune^ who shall ascertain whether the produce has not been 
stolen, in order that it may be sent back to the proprietor, tind that 
the presumed offender may be prosecuted. If it should appear that 
the proprietor himself had failed to furnish the permit, he shall pay a 
fine of from three to 6ve dollars* 

LAW, No. III. 

CONCERNING THE MUTUAL CONTRACTS BETWEEN THE PRO^ 
PRIETORS OR PRINCIPAL RENTERS, AND THE CULTIVATORS 
OR LABOURERS, AND THE RECIPROCAL OBLIGATIONS OF 
BOTH^ 

Chapter I. 
General Regulations^ 

45. Those persons who shall not be in the actual ser^ce of 
the state, as soldiers, mechanics, or otherwise, and whose profession 
it is to cultivate the ground, or to cut timber for exportation, shall be 
obliged, for their mutual security, to enter into a reciprocal engagement 
with the proprietor or chief renter of the rural property, or of the 
woodland, where they are to exercise their industry. The contract 
may be entered into either collectively or individually, at the pleasure 
of the contracting parties. i 

46. The duration of these contracts cannot be for a shorter time than 
two years, nor for ^ longer than nine years, in the case of the secon- 
dary branch of cultivation and manufactures ; nor for a shorter time 
than tliree years, nor for a longer than nine, for the other branches of 
cultivation ; nor for less than six months, nor longer than a year for 
the cutting of wood for exportation. ' 

47. The contract shall be made on stamped paper, before a Notary, 
who shall preserve a minute of it, ,and who must express clearly all 
the conditions entered into by the contracting parties, who shall be at 
liberty to make such stipulations as they shall judge suitable, pro- 
vided these do not contravene the regulations of the present code. 

48. Every proprietor, renter, or manager of a plantation, who shall 
there receive or admit any cultivators, without having made with them 
the contract required by the two preceding articles, shall be con- 
demned for the first offence, to a fine of ten dollars for every person 
s^ received without a contract, and to double that sum in case of ^ 
second offence ; and besides this, the proprietor, renter or manager, 
shall not be able to bring any action at law, against the cultivator* 
T»ho may have failed to fulfil their verbal agreements. The same rule 
will apply to wood cutters for exportation. 

49. Every contract entered into with a cultivator, whose former 
contract shall not have been terminated, shall be null and void; and the 
cultivator, who shall have entered into this second contract, shall be 
sent back, at bit own expense, to the property on which he had en- 
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^ged Wmtelf, and shall be tubject to the fine fixed ty tWe last Aitider 

50. The headmen of parties contracting to work for hrff of Ae 
j^toduce shall share, in an equal proportion of half, with the principal 
proprietor of the plantation, in all they shall reap on that partiottlar 
estate, in the way of frrrit, provisions, pnlsc, gtain^ and produce of 
every kind. 

51. Whoiever, on sugar plantations, the labour shall be done to 
half of the produce, the proprietor, befbre the dit ision is made, shaHf 
deduct a fifth part of the gross produce, as an equivalent for Ae hire 
of machinery, utensils, cattle,. &c, employed in carrying on the 
work, and for the expense of repairs. In the culture of other articles 
the amount of the expenses caused by the rent, or by Uie charge of car- 
rying on the work, shall be deducted previous to the division. 

52. The Cultivators contracting to labour for a fourth part of ^e 
returns they produce, shall have for their share a fourth part of tke 
gross of all they raise. They shdl also enjoy the whole of what they 
raise on their own private gardens, cultivated by themselves during 
their hours or days of rest. 

53. Whenever, in the great plantations of eNigar, fcofie^, cotton, 
and indigo, the season shall require that the labour should be presse* 
with activity, the different associations labouring for half^ employiftd on 
the same plantation, shall mutually assist each other in their labours,' 
giving and repaying to each other an equal niimber of days' labour. 
The administrator of the property shM regulate this khid of nwiual 
aid. ' 

54. When the products or crops, whatever they be, shill be pre^ 
pared and collected, whether they proceed from labourers woritkig for 
a fourth, or associations laboiifing for a half, they cannot bo removed* 
firom the property where they were grown, until a division shall have> 
taken place between the proprietor or chief renter, and the cuhivatw 
labouring for a fourth, or associations for a half of the prodtrce. 

55. Upon sugar plantations, the division of the sharies comitig to^ 
the cultivators shall be made after the grinding of* eadh piece of 
canes. On the plantations where they only cultivate proyiskrtia Gf 
grain; or cut wood for firewood or for charcoal, or' for cabinet woHc" 
or building; or raise fodder ; or are engaged in other irregularinroAs, 
the division shall be made to the workmen only every six months. On 
other plaatations, as of coffee, cotton, cocoa, indigo, Scd, the division 
shall take place at the end of the respective crops. 

56. When the periods arrive for dividing the proceeds atnong tbe 
cultivators the officer of Rural Police of the Section in which the pl«n*' 
tation is situated, shall be called by the proprietor, chief renter, ot their 
manager^ to witness the division. The accounts of the articles tttanu* 
iactured, or other products reaped, shall be exhibited, with a certificate 
of the price current, and One from the purchaser of the commoditieii 
mentioned in the last article. The list of persons entitled to Share 
shall be settled, and the proceeds shall be reckoned up. 

57. Each of the co-sharers shall be inscribed in the Distribution-^ 
List, According to their strength and activity Sind the tiine they have 
worked^ either in ihofir^rt, second, or third class Andtheindrieji' t6h« 
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shared shall be divided into quarter shaFe4» ba|f sharei^ arkl.whdd 
shares. The conductors of the labours contracted for at a fourth of 
the produce^ and the headmen of the as8ociation3 labouring for a half, 
shall each have three whole shares. The head sugar-boilers, the head-v 
waggoners, and, in short, the head of each department of labour, shall 
have iwo shares* The good workers of the first class, whether m^ 
or womiep, shall have a share and a half; those of the second, one 
share; those of the third, three quarters of a share; children fnom 
twelve to sixteen years of age, who have made themselves serviceahte 
according to their capacities, and the old people who can only work 
moderately, half a share ; and children from nine to eleven years who 
4iave been occupied according to their age and strength, and infirm 
persons, shall have a quarter share. The broken money, arising /rom 
the formation of the shares, shall go to augment the portion of those 
labourers who shall have displayed the greatest punctuality and perset 
verance in their labours. 

. . 58. There shall be furnished to the labourers daily tickets, to $liew 
the days they were present at work. Every week these daily tickets 
shall be wi^cawn and replaced by weekly tickets, which . sh^l be 
brought into account when the division of the money, arising from the 
<Drops, takes place. 

59. In no case shall the office of the Rural Police of the Section 
withdraw, from the sums to be divided, any part for himself. He shall 
p/epare a written statement of the division that has been made, which 
shall be addressed, along with the documents in verification of it, to the 
council of Notables of the CkMnmune, there to be referred to, if neces'- 
sary. 

. 60. Pr(^ietor8, renters, or managers^ cannot give a permit to a 
cultivator, or under-tenant^ to travel in the same Commune, and to 
abaeat himself from his home and his labour for more than eight days, 
which permit shall be delivered gratis on unstamped paper, and exr 
amined and subscribed by the officer of Rural Police. When a permit 
is required for a longer time, the proprietor, chief renter, or manager^ 
«hall refer the matter to the commandant of the Commune. 

Chapter IL 

Of the Obligations of Proprietors ^ Renters^ or Managers, towards the 

Cultivators, 

* 61. t^roprietors, renters, or managers, cannot employ, except in 
agricultural labour, and in such labour as is connected therewith, the 
cultivators who shall hkve contracted with them. They are boq^d to 
^behave to them as good fathers of families. f 

62. Proprietors, or chief renters, shall furnish, at their cost and 
oharse, the tods or implements of husbandry for the cultivators con- 
iractmg to work for a fourth of the produce. These tools cannot be 
reneW^, unless it is shewn that they have been worn out or broken in 
the service of the proprietors^ The cultivator, however, who shall lose 
4he tools, supplied to him, shall be bound to replace them; and if he 
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does not, otbert will be furnished to him, the value of which shall \i% 
retained out of his portion of the income. 

03. The proprietor, or chief renter, shall be bound to furnish, with- 
out expense, to the cultivators working for a fourth, the means of con- 
veying their shares of the produce to the place of sale. Those associ- 
ated for half shall convey it thither at their own charge. 

64, When the proprietor or chief renter undertakes to sell, or cause 
to be sold, the portion of the produce coming to the cultivators working 
for a fourth, or to the associations labouring for a half, he shall be bound 
to furnish clear, legal, proof of the price current of the artigles at the 
time they are sold, and to produce, at the time of dividing the proceeds, 
the certificate^of the purchaser, as well as the attestation of the price 
current. 

65. When the part of the produce coming to the cultivators working 
for a fourth,, or for a half, shall be sold by the conductors of the work- 
men, or the lieadmen of the associations, these shall be equally bound 
to furnish proof of the price current of the article at the moment of 
sale, and to exhibit the certificate of the purchaser, (as fixed in the last 
article,) in order to shew that the co-sharers receive fairly that part of 
the produce of their labour to which they are entitled. 

66* In no case can the proprietors or chief renters deduct any part 
of the share coming to the cultivators working for a fourth, or to the 
associations working for a half, in order to pay. the managers : their 
salaries shall be placed to the account of the proprietor or chief renter. 

67. Proprietors or renters shall be bound, under penalty of a fine of 
five to fifteen dollars, to agree beforehand with a medical practitioner, 
if there be one in the Commune, to look after their cultivators, and to 
furnish the necessary medicines; these medicines being furnished gratis 
to the cultivators contracting at a fourth ; but being paid for, at cost 
price, when furnished to associations working for half, or to under- 
tenants. 

68. Proprietors and chief renters of rural properties, must look to 
it that the infant children on the property shall be well taken care of. 
To this end one or more females shall be expressly appointed to this 
charge, the remuneration for whose attention shall be paid by the 
cultivators, in proportion to the number of their children. 

' Chapter III. 

Of the obligations of the Cultivators towards the Proprietors, Renters, 

or Managers* 

69. The ciiltivators shall be obedient and respectful ta the pro- 
prietors and renters with whom they have contracted, as weH as to 
the managers. 

70. The cultivators are bound to execute, with 2eal and punctuality, 
all the agricultural labours which shall be required of them by the pro- 
prietors, renters, or managers, with whom they shall have contracted. 

71. The cultivators, whatever be the nature of their contract, shaM 
be bound to devote their whole time to the labours the^ have engagdl 
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i&mmQ •eeoant to leave them. They thall not be at liberty 
to absent themseWes from their habitation, except from Saturday 
rooming to Monday at aunrise, without the consent of the proprietors^ 
chief renters, or managers. On all the other working days they shall 
be bound to have a pern)it from the proprietor, chief renter, or 
manager, if they are not going out of the Commune. But if they are, 
the permit shall be examined and subscribed by the officer of the Rural 
Police of the Section, and by the commandant of the Place. 

72. The cultivators working for a fourth, or assoctattons for a half of 
^ produce, riiall be bound to prepare, mi put in a state & for deli* 
very, the portion of the produce MOBgii^ to the propiieftor or chief 
renter* and to convey that produce to the place of delivery, the pro- 
^piietor or chief miter tnnushing the means of transport. 

Chapter IV. 

Of the under-cotttracts between the farmers contracting for half and^ 
the cultivators employed by them. 

73. The sub- tenants, and the headmen of associated parties upon the 
plantations, shall have the power of forming sub-contracts directly with 
the cultivators ; but they shall continue responsible to the proprietor or 
chief renter for the acts of the sub-contracting parties. 

74. The number sub-contracting cannot exceed ten for each sub- 
tenant or headman of an association. 

CHAPTEa V. 

Of the rules relating to such as, being in the service of the republic, ^ 
reside and labour on rural properties* 

75. Soldiers in active service or other persons, in the employment of 
the State, may make arrangements with proprietors or chief renters, 
and with headmen of associations working for half, or under tenants, tQ 
labour in cultivating the ground either for a fourth or a half, or as sub- 
tenants. Id this case they shall be subject to all the obligations which 
they shall have contracted, and which shall be compatible with their 
public duties. 

76. When soldiers or others, in the service of the State, who have fixed 
their residence on a plantation, shall not have contracted with the pro- 
prietor or renter of that property, they may still make arrangementa 
widi him either verbally or in ¥^iting, to work by the week, by the 
month, or by the job, at such price and on such terms as shall b^ 
agreed between them. But these soldiers shall be bound to give their 
assistance, without any payment on that account, in all the labours 
coni){SCted with the conduits for irrigation, and with the other wells and 
cisterns as well as the fences and enclosures of the gardens and 
savannahs, and the general maintenance of good order on the property. 

77. When the soldiers or others, in the service of the State, shall no^ 
act agreeably to the two last articles, in regard to the proprietors or 
chief renters, thsy may be sent away from the property. 
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^- 7S. The soldiers or others^ in the service of the State, who dtalt eott* 
tract with proprietors or renters to work for wages by the week or other-' 
wise, must respect and obey the said proprietors^ renters, or managers 
of the property on which they shall labour. 

79. When soldiers or others, in the senrice of the State, shall have 
been required by die proprietor, chief renter, or manager, to work by 
the day, by the week, or by the job, or otherwise, in a field cultivated 
by labourers for a fourth, or to assist in the manufacture, or gathering in 
of the crop of produce, the wages paid to this description of labourers 
shall be deducted from the mass of the proceeds Of this labour before 
the fbm*th, coming to the cultivators, shall be deducted. 

80. When labourers^such as are spoken of in the preceding article, 
riiaii be required, by the headman of an association working for half, to 
assist them in their labours, the wages paid to them shall be deducted 
from the portion coming to the associated body, before the distribution 
pf it to that body can be made. — If these labourers should quit, of their 
own accord, th6 work for which they have been engaged, before the end 
of the week, they shall have no claim for the time they shall have 
worked during the former part of the same week. 



Chapteu VI. 

Of the^method of terminating diffkulties between proprietors f renters^ 
managers f cultivatorsy associated persons, sub-tenants, Sfc, 

81. When differences shall arise between agricultural i proprietors, 
principal renters, managers, and .cultivators, associates for a half, or 
sub-tenants, the parties shall first carry their complaints or claims be- 
fore the officer of tlural Pohce of the Section, who, assisted, if need be, 
by the Council of Agriculture of the quarter, shall forthwith employ 
Inmself id amicably terminating the differences, as far as they may be 
within his province. 

62. Itk cases where the differences are of a nature not to be decided 
by the c^cer of Rural Police, assisted by the Council of Agriculture, 
he shall call upon the parties to choose arbiters, within ^he Section, to 
settle and decide their differences. 

' ^3. In cases where the differences cannot thus be settled by arbitra- 
tioti oti the Spot, or where the parties shall not have named arbiters, 
Aie officer of Rural Police shall wait till Saturday or Sunday in order tq 
send the parties before the Justice of Peace of the Commune. The 
' whole thust be concluded within the space of six days at most; 

84. The Justice of Peace shall be bound to decide' the diffst^nce, and 
shall not be at liberty, under pain of being punished for a denial oi'yn* 
tice, to allege the silence of the law on the case brought before him for 
his decision/ 

85. The Justice of Peace shall be bound to pronounce within twenty* 
four hours, at the utmost^ after the appearance of the parties. 
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LAW, No. IV. 
CONCERNING BREEDING FARMS.' ^ 

Chapter I. 
Of the establishment and administration of breeding farms. 

Article 86. Breeding farms ec^nnot be established except in places 
%iifiiciently distant, not less at the least than a league, from the plantar 
dons coltivated for produce. 

87. In future, in order to establish a breeding farm for homed cattle, it 
is neceissary to be a proprietor of at least fifty carreaui:* of land, pro* 
vided with the necessary pasturage ; and for hogs twenty-live carreausti 
■• 88. The number of keepers on breeding farms cannot eicceed fire men, 
comprising the master keeper, they having with them their wives and 
ohildren. 

. 89. Every keeper of a breeding farm, who shall find in the herds com^ 
mitted to his care, or in the savannahs of the breeding farm on which he is 
employed, any strange animals, shall be bound to give notice of thenl 
forthwith to the neighbouring cattle keepers ; and if these animals should 
not belong to their cattle pens, then notice of them shall be given to the 
officer of the Rural Police of the Section. 

90. After these strange atiimals shall have remained Hiree months in 
tlie savanns^ of a breeding farm , without being reclaimed by their owners^ 
they shall be taken by the cattle keeper before the Justice of Peace of the 
Gorpmune, \n order that they may be coudupted to the pound. 
. 91 . As soon as an animal in a breeding farm shall appear to be attacked 
by a contagious disorder, it must, under pain of a fine of ten to twenty 
dpllars, payable b^^the cattle keeper, be separated and shut out from all 
communication with the other catt^, in order to be taken proper care of 
till its cure or death. . 

. • 92. Every animal dyiug in a breeding &nn of a contagious disonder 
. shall be burnt or buried. 

. . 93, It is forbidden, on jpain of a fine of ten to twenty dollars, payable 
by every ofiender, to set fire to the savannahs of breeding farms without 
ji^he permission of the officer of the Rural Police of the C^ommunev 
. 94, When it shall happen that cattle die, on the plantations, of ordi* 
,nary maladieSi or by accident, if the proprietor or chief renter of the 
breedmg farm is not present, the master keeper shall be bound to obtain 
»n attestation of the death of the animal from the officer of the Rura4 
Police, or from some of the neighbours ; and the skin, having the stamp 
or mark, shall be produced toihe proprietor, otherwise the keeper shall 
be bound to replace the animal. 

. 95. The animals^ not only those of the breeding farms, but those which 
are emplpyedin the work of plantations, cannot be stamped except with 
cast stamps; and it is forbidden to mak^ marks on these animus by th^ 
hand.. 

* A carreau contaitis about three ooveK 
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■ 

fcjHAPtEll !L 

' . Of the contracts between the 'proprietors or renters o/ breeding /arms^ and 
those employed on them»" 

96« The propiiet(»rt or rentetft of breeding farms cannot reeei?e on their 
farms ;any keepers or other persons, unless they have previously con- 
tracted with them agreeably to the article 47, of Law III. 
; &7. The obligations imposed rectprocaily on rural proprietors^ or 
renters, and the cultivators shall be common to the propHetors or 
renters of breediqg farms, and all employed by them, in all that cont 
5ierns good order and the general police. 

- 98. Neither the master cattle keeper or any other cattle keeper caii 
receive, on the breeding farm where they are employed, animals or i^ttle 
belonging to other people, without the consent of the proprietors or 
renters of the farmi 

99. Neither the master cattle keeper nor the other keepers shall be 
at liberty to remove or sell any animal of the farm,with6ut having, in 
writing, the consent of the proprietor or renter, and without a permit on 
^tamped paper from the officer of the Rural Police of the Section, who 
^hall be bound to register the permit with the stamp of the animals* : 

LAW, No. V, 

ON THE CARE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE ANIMALS, AND THE 
DAMAGE THEY MAY DO IN THE FIELDS. 

100. Cattle belonging to cultivators, shall be kept in herd^ with 
those of the proprietor; and the keepers shall be paid their salary, half 
by the proprietor, and half by the cultivators. 

101. It is forbidden to mutilate, maim, or kill beasts of burden, of 
homed cattle, found in the cultivated land, or gardens, having leaped 
over or forced the fences. 

102. It is likewise forbidden to wound or kill sheep found in colti- 
vated gardens, or enclosures. 

103. Pigs and goats, found in cultivated gardens and enclosures, may 
be killed. . 

. 104. The animals enumerated in Articles 101 and 102, whiqh may b6 
found in cultivated gardens, shall be conducted, within twenty- four 
hours after their seizure, before a Justice of Peace, to be sent to the 
^ound of the Commune, if within that time the owner do not withdraw 
Ijhem from the pen of the plantation in the gardens of which they may 
be found. 

105. The officer of the Rural Police shall, within twenty-four hour^ 
^fter a declaration by the parties interested, be bouhd to draw up a 
written statement of the damage done by the animals, and send it to 
the Justice of Peace, unless the due compensation is voluntarily made 
\o the owner of the damaged garden. 

106. The officer of Rur?il Police shall take care to send the written 
•statement to the Justice of Peace, in due form as above, that the ^aid 
Justice may decide according to law. ^ 
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107. The keepers who shall ha?e suffered the animals mentioned in 
Article 27, to escape, when committed to their charge, shall be bound 
to pay the expences attending their capture, according to the tarif esta-* 
blished by law. 

108. Proprietors, renters, or managers of plantations, are expressly 
forbidden to make use in any manner for themselves of the cattle, taken 
in their gardens, during the time they shall remain in their pens before 
being sent to the pound; any violation of this article shall be punished 
by a fine of five to fifteen dollars. 

109. The seizure of the animals mentioned in Articles 101 and 10^« 
in gardens, when they are conducted to the pound of the Commune, shall 
be paid for as follows: — For each of the horse kind, one dollar; for each 
ass, seventy-five cents ; for each homed animal, one dollar and a half; 
and for each ram or sheep, twenty-five cents : one half to belong to th« 
seizor, and one half to the rural guards. 

110. When the animals seized in gardens shall be withdrawn from 
the pen of the plantation, before being sent to the pound, there shall then 
be paid, and only to the persons who have taken them, half the penalty 
fixed by the last Article. 

111. When an animal seized in a garden, and sent to the pen of die 
plantation, happens to die by accident, or otherwise, during the short 
time it remains there, or while passing to the residence of the Justice of 
Peace of the Commune, the officer of the Police shall be bounds by wit- 
nesses^ to ascertain the cause of the death of the animal. 

11 2. When the death of the animal shall have been caused by negli- 
gence, want of food, or violence, the proprietor, renter, or manager of 
the plantation shall pay its value, as estimated by arbitrators named 
by the Justice of the Peace of the Commune. The sum thus paid, shall 
be sent to the public administrator of the district, to be paid to the owner, 
should he appear, or, failing this, into the treasury. In all cases, the 
damage done by the animal shall be paid for out of these proceeds. 

113. When animals seized in gardens, by virtue of Article 104, shall 
be taken to the Justice of Peace of the Commune, to be sent to the 
pound, if the owner consents to pay the damage done, and the expenses 
of seizure, before they enter the pound, the Justice of Peace shall 
acquiesce. 

114. Persons conducting herds of- cattle from one Commune to an- 
other, whether to market, or for agriculture, shall be bound to provide 
themselves with a permit, stating the kind and number of the animals 
they are conducting, their description and marks. 

115. The permits^ shall be delivered either by the Commandants of Com- 
munes ; or given by the owners and examined and signed bv the Com- 
mandants ; or upou' certificates furnished by the officer of the Rural 
Police of the Sections from whence the animals come. These permits 
shall be registered by those who delivered them, and seen and signed 
by the Commandants of all the Communes through which the herds m^y 
pass. 

116. The conductors of herds, when met by the Rural Police or the 
gend'armerie, shall be bound, on demand, to shew their permits; and 
where the number of animals, or their description, sUallpot ^gree with 
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the statement ki the permit, th«y may, »konld any cause of iruspicion 
appear, be arrested, and conducted to the nearest post, with the ani-- 
mals> in order tQ be broug^bt befbre the Justice of Peace of the Commune. 

117. If the parties brought before- the Justice of Peace, cannot prove 
tlieir right of property in the animals for which thfere is no permit, and 
if theiy cannot give good security for their bringing back the proof of 
property within a time to be albwed them, not exceeding fifteen days, 
Ihey shall be sent to prison, and the animals to the poimd. 

118. Within a month from the day of the arrest, the Justice of Peace 
shall be bound to write to the Justice of the Commune from which the 
person imprisoned may have come, or to the officer of the Rural PoKce 
of the Section, (if in the same Commune,) to obtain information both 
about the person^ and the animals stopped : which information, on 
being received, shall be forwarded to the public administration, wi^ 
the written Statement of the Justice of Peace, to be used as the ground 
of charge against the suspected person, should cause appear for prose- 
euting him. 

"», . 

LAW. No. VL 

CONCERNING THE RURAL POLICE. 

Title First. 

General Regulations. 

119. The Rural Police embraces all which belongs to the m^age? 
ment and to the prosperity of rural property. . . 

120. The Rural Police isconducted, under the sup^rintendapce. of 
the Commandants of Departments, and of the Commandants of Com-f 
munes, by officers of Rural Police placed in the Sections of each Com^ 
mune ; by the rursl guards, by t\^ gend'anuerie, and, at need, by 
detachments of troops of the line. 

121. The Justices of Peace exercise also the rural police in the cases 
pointed out by law. 

. 122. The Councils of Not^ble^ of the Commun^es, and the CoUncibof 
Agiiculture are to assist, at need, all the authorities in perfectly maintain* 
jpg the superintendance of the Agricultural Police. 
Title Second. 
Of the Superintendance, 
Chapteu I. — Of the high superintejidance of the Commandants of 

Departments. 
123. The military Commandant of the Department having the general 
superintendance of ^he agriculture of the Department entrusted to him, 
unites the authority necessary for giving activity to agriculture, and is 
responsible, 1st. for the decay of cultivation within the extent of his 
command ; 2d. for the execution of the whole or part of the Rural Code 
Within the extent of his Department; 3d. for the negligence of the 
Commandants of Communes under his orders, relative to the superin- 
tendance of agriculture in the communes confided to th^em, provided 
lie shall not have checked that negligence.. 

' 124. The Commandant of the Department is bound to mjike, once Iq 
ifrcry year, a circuit through all the rural Sections of the different Corn- 
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munes composing the Department, in order to satisfy himself personally 
of the execution of the laws, of the progress and state of industry, and 
to make a detailed report upon the subject to the President of Hayti. 

125. This annual report, which must be made by the Commandants' 
of Departments to the President, shall state the number of plantations 
kept up in every Section, >their kind of cultivation, their improvement or 
their 'decay, together with the condition of the roads and ways, both 
public and private. 

Chapter II. 
Of the superintendance of the Commandants of Places and Communes* 

126. The commandant of the Place or the Commune has the cul- 
tivation of the Commune entrusted to him. If he has under his orders 
cantons or parishes which form military posts, the Commandants of these, 
posts have the particular oversight of the cultivation of the district sub- 
ject to their command. 

127. The Commandant of the Commune is responsible for the de- 
crease of .cultivation within the sphere of his command, if it proceeds 
from the neglect of any branch of the public service* 

128. The Commandants of Places and Communes are bound to make, 
three times in the year, the circuit of the diiferent Sections under their 
command. 

129. The Commandant of the Commune, in his circuits, shall visit the 
gardens of produce and provisions, the fences, and the new plantations. 
He shall enter into all the details pointed out by the Rural Code, ascer- 
taining whether the officer of the Rural Police of the Section has fulfilled 
all the duties imposed upon him by the law. He shall repress whatever 
acts of negligence and irregularity he shall observe ; and of the whole 
ail account shall be drawn up in Uie prescribed form for each Section ; 
a duplicate of which shall be sent to the Commandant of the Department* 

Chapter III. 

Of the rural sections^ of the officers of the Rural Police^ of the rural 

guardSf and of the managers and conductors of plantations. 

Sect. I. — Of the Rural Sections. 

130. The Communes shall, by an express regulation of the President 
of Hayti for each military Department, be divided into agricultural Sec- 
tions, of about four leagues each in the plains, and in the mountains 
according to the nature of the ground. 

131. Each Section shall have its proper name; and its limits and 
boundaries shall be fixed. 

1 32. After the Sections are formed, the Commandant of the Commune, 
the Council of Notables, and one of the private purveyors, shall prepare 
in triplicate, upon sheets endorsed by the Justice of Peace, schedules of 
all the rural properties situated in each Section, with the names and 
designation of the proprietors, the extent of each property, and the kind 
of tillage carried on there. One of these schedules shall be deposited 
in the office of the Commandant of the Commune, one with the Council 
of Notables, and the other in the hands of the officer of the Rural Police 
of the Section. 

1 33. The Council of Notables shall furnish to the Justice of Peace of 
the Commune a collated copy of the schedule deposited with them» 
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The CommaDdant of the CommuDe shall furnish to the Commandant of 
the Department a copy of the same schedule deposited in his office* 
The Commandant of theDepartment, after having collected the schedules 
of the plantations of all the Sections of the Communes forming his De- 
partmenty shall draw up a catalogue of the whole^ a certified copy of 
which he shall address to the President of Hayti. 

134. The officer of the Rural Police shall give notice to the Com- 
mandant of the Commune, of every change of property of a rural 
estate situated in the Section, and of every change of cultivation, who 
shall note it in the roll deposited in his office, and shall give notice of 
it to the Commandant of the Department, who shall likewise inscribe 
the change on the roll in his hands, and inform the Government of it 

135. The Council of Agriculture of the Secdon, shall give the same 
notice to the Council of Notables of the Commune; and theXouncii of 
Notables, after having noted it, shall inform the Justice of Peace, who 
shall cause the change to be inscribed on the copy of the roll in his 
office. 

136. Every year, between the first and fifteentlr of February, the 
officers of the Rural Police of each Section, shall receive from the agents 
for the financial department of their Commune, a certain number of 
stamped lists' of population in blank ; which they shall be bound to 
furnish to the proprietor, renter, or manager, of each plantaUon of the 
Section, before the end of the month ; receiving the price of the stamp, 
which shall be paid over to the agent. This assessment shall be made 
as follows : — The stamped list of population for an estate containing ten 
carreaux of land, shall be twelve and a half cents ; for those having 
eleven to twenty carreaux, twenty-five cents ; for twenty-one carreaux, 
and upwards, fifty cents. 

137. The proprietors, renters, or managers, of plantations, shall be 
bound to return the population list, filled up in the manner there pointed 
out, to the officer of the Rural Police, at the latest on the 20th of March 
following, under penalty of a fine of fifteen to fifty dollars for each 
neglect. 

138. The officer of the Rural Police of each section shall be bound, 
on the 5th of April at the latest, to send in all the population lists of his 
Section, or to note the names of the defaulters, to the Council of Nota- 
bles of each Commune, under penalty of sufiering himself the fine im- 
posed by the preceding Article. 

139. On the first of May every year, the Councils of Notables of every 
Commune shall address to the Government the original populltion lists 
which they have received, in virtue of the preceding Article. 

Sect. II. — Of the officers of Rural Police^ and of the rural guards. 

140. In every rural Section, a military officer of subaltern rank (from 
sub-lieutenant to captain) chosen by the President of Hayti, shall be 
stationed, who shall be charged with the superintendance of the Section, 
and its police. 

. 141. The officers of the Rural Police of the different Sections, shall 
be independent of each other, and shall have no relation except 
with the Commandants of the Commune and of the Department 
under whose orders they are placed : they shall correspond moreover 
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with the civil authoritief , and shall pay deference to their requisitions. 

142. The dwelling of the officer of the Rural Police shall he fixed in 
the centre of his Section, and near* the public road which traverses it. 

143. The officer of the Rural Police is specially charged to cause 
agriculture to prosper in the Section confided to him, and to cause the 
law and property to be there respected. He is responsible, in the ex- 
tent of his Section^ 1. for the due execution of the Rural Code in what 
is within his province, as well as of all other acts of the Government 
relative to agriculture, or the Rural Police. 2. For every neglect in 
the superintendance and manual labour of the plantations of the Sec-^ 
tion. 3. For all vagrancies, disorders, and breaches of police in the 
Section, when he has not repressed them, or reported them to the supe- 
rior authority. He shall take an oath before the Commandant of the 
District, previous to entering on the duties of his office. 

144. The officer of the Rural Police shall have under his orders, at 
a fixed station, three rural guards, one of whom shall be of the rank of 
quarter-master, and perform the functions of secretary; one of the 
rank of brigadier; and the other a simple dragoon. These rural 
guards shall be sworn ; the oath shall be taken before the Commandant 
of the Department. 

145. The officer of the Rural Police shall be bound to make the cir- 
cuit of his Section, and visit each plantation in it once a week. 

146. The officer of the Rural Police shall be ready to attend to the 
calls of the proprietors, renters, or managers of plantations, by day and 
by nighty or to send rural guards there to enforce the law, and to main^ 
tain order. 

147. One of the rural guards shall repeat every week, on each 
plantation of the Section, the visit of the officer of the Rural Police, 
so that the plantations shall be visited at the least twice every week. 

148. When the officer of the Rural Police, or the rural guards, in 
their ordinary rounds, shall arrive upon a plantation, they shall address 
themselves first to the proprietor, if present, or, in his absence, to'the 
chief renter, or to the manager, and shall inquire if every thing is in 
order: after this formality, they shall set themselves to inspect the 
labours, to satisfy themselves that these proceed properly ; they shall 
also see whether all the labourers are at work ; and they shall inquire 
the causes of the absence of such as are not at work, and shall act 
according to law. 

149. When an officer of the Rural Police of the Section, is prevented 
by any lawful cause from making the circuit and visit required by 
articles 145 and 146, he shall be bound to give notice thereof to the 
Commandant of the Commune, who shall replace him by an officer o 
gend'armerie, or of the troops of the line quartered in the Commune, 
while the impediment lasts. 

150. The officer of the Rural Police, who, without lawful hindrance, 
shall neglect to make the rounds and visits required by the articles 
145 and 146, shall suffer a punishment, to be inflicted by the Com- 
mandant of the Commune ; and in case of his repeating the neglect, 
he shall be reported to the Commandant of the Department, who shall 
be bound to bring liim to the notice of the President of Hayti. 

151. Every Sunday morning, the officer of the Rural Police shall 
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be bound to prestot hiooiself iti pei'dOn, or send one of his rural giards^ 
with a written report, to the commandant of the Communei to inform 
him of whatever remarkable may have occurred in his section. 

152. The officer of the Rural Police, and the rural guards, shall 
receive their pay and allowances, according to their ranks, whenever 
the troops of the line in active service shall be paid. 

153. The State shall supply to the rural guards arms, accoutrements, 
and clothing, as to the troops of the line. 

154. The uniform of officers of the Rural Police, shall be a green 
coat, with flaps turned back, collar, cufls, and facings red, white lining, 
^ite buttons half arched, with a cornucopia surrounded by the cap 
of liberty, 'and for a legend, " Republigue d'Hayti/' and a cocked hat^ 
They shall also bear in silver the epaulettes and fringes of their ranks, 
wear white waistcoats and pantaloons, and horsemen's boots. That 
of the rural guards shall be a jacket of the same colour and make as 
the officers of the Rural Police, with the marks of their rank in lace of 
silver or white worsted, and plated helmets. The arms shall be the 
dragoon sabre, cartouche-box, and blunderbuss : they shall wear a red 
shoulder belt from right to left, with ^' force de la lot,** written upon 
it in blue letters. 

Sect. 3. — Of Managers and Conductors of Plantations. 

155. Upon every plantation where the proprietor is not resident, and 
where there is no chief rente^ resident, there shall be a manager ap- 
pointed by the proprietor or chief renter. 

156. The proprietor or chief renter, after having chosen such manager, 
as he pleases, shall enter into a mutual contract with him, before 
a notary, the terms being such as the parties may agree upon : after 
which the manager shall be made known to the officer of the Rural 
Police of the section. 

157. Every proprietor, or chief renter, of a rural property in culti* 
vation, not residing upon it, and who shall not have appointed a man- 
ager for the property, shall be subject, if the number of cultivators 
exceeds ten, to a fine of ten to fifty dollars, according to the extent 
of the property. When the number of labourers does not exceed ten, 
the management may be entrusted to a conductor. 

158. The duties of the manager are to superintend, in the interest 
of the proprietor who employs him, the labours of the plantation en- 
trusted to him. 

159. The managers of plantations are answerable to the proprietors, 
or chief renters, for every neglect or abandonment of labour where they 
are employed. They shall in such case be prosecuted by the parties 
entitled. 

160. The manager shall have the respect of all the labourers of the 
estate where he is employed. 

161. Upon an estate where the fields or gardens are divided among 
associations working for half, or among sub-tenants, each headman of 
such association, and each sub-tenant, becomes the conductor of his 
own woriking party, or of his association. He is answerable for the 
labour of his assodates. 

162.. The duties of the conductors are, to cause the work to be done 



Digitized by 



Google 



RyRAL CODE OF HAYTJ. 349 

by the labouring parties entrusted to them^ under the direction of the 
proprietor, chief renter, or manager. 

163. The conductors shall be answerable for all neglect of work ; 
for all absence, without lawful authority, of the labourers ; and for 
&11 disorders and vagrancies of the labourers ; when they shall not 
have reported the same to the competent authorities. 

164. The conductors shall be paid from the proceeds of the produce 
raised by the labourers they direct, according to article 67, of Law, 
No. 3. 

Chapter. IV. 

Of the Council of Agriculture in the Rural Sections.^ 

165. On the first of May in every year, being die day of the Festival 
of Agriculture, the Commandant of each Commune, the Justice of 
Peace, and the Council of Notables, shall conjointly select from each 
rural Section, three of the most respectable citizens, being proprietors, 
chief renters, or managers, to form the Council of Agriculture of the 
Section. 

1 66. The selection of the niembers of the Council of Agriculture 
shall be immediately communicated, by the Commandant of the Com^^ 
mune, to the Commandant of the Department, who shall communicate 
it to the Gov^nment. 

167. The members of the Councils of Agriculture shall be in office 
for one year only ; but they may be re-elected each year, if ^hey have 
shewn zeal in the execution of their duties during the former year. 

168. The Councils of Agriculture being composed of persons culti- 
vating the soil, and interested in the preservation of good order in the 
rural administration, each of the members is bound, without essentially 
deranging his own affairs, to inquire into all that passes in his Section, 
in order to report to the Council of Notables. 

, 169. The business of the Councils of Agriculture is, 1. To see that 
the laws relating to cultivation, are not infringed in their execution. 
2. To endeavour, by new experiments, and by maintaining concord 
among all those interested in cultivation, to increase progressively its 
results ; 3. To communicate to the Council of Notables, and to the 
military authorities, every abuse or neglect which may occur in the 
Section which theyjnhabit. 

170. The members of the Council of Agriculture are to correspond, 
iudivid«ally or collectively, with the functionaries or authorities with 
whom they are required to have relations. 

171. The office of a member of the Council of Agriculture is 
honorary. 

Third Title. 

Of the Rural Police. 

172. The Rural Police is to be specially administered by the officers 
charged with the rural Sections of the Communes, assisted by rural 
guards. 

173. The Rural Police has for its objects, 1. To repress vagrancy. 
2. Order and assiduity in the labours of the field. 3. The discipline 
of the labouring population. 4. The making and repairing public and 
private roads. - '^ 
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Chapter I. 
Of the Repression of Vagrancy, 

174. Airpersons who shall not be proprietors, or renters of the land 
on which they are fixed, or who shall not have contracted with some 
proprietor or chief renter, shall be reputed vagrants, and shall be ar- 
rested by the rural police of the Section in which they may be found, 
and carried before the Justice of Peace of the Commune. 

176. The Justice of Peace, after interrogating and hearing the per- 
son brought before him, shall make known the law which obliges him 
to employ himself in agricultural labour ; and after that notice, he shall 
detain him in prison, until he shall have contracted according to the 
terms of the law. 

176. The Justice of Peace shall take care the person arrested shall 
make his own choice of the proprietor, or chief renter, or sub-tenant, 
or headman of an association, with whom he may. contract. 

177. If after eight days detention, the detained has not taken mea- 
sures for engaging in agricultural employment, he shall be sent to the 
public works, for cleaning the city or town where the prison is situated^ 
and there he shall be employed until he determines to contract to en- 
gage in rural labour. Any person whp withdraws any of these detained 
persons from the public works, to employ them in private work, shall 
be subject to a fine of fifty dollars, of which a moiety shall be paid to 
the* detained person complaining. 

178. If the person arrested be a minor, the Justice of Peace shall 
inquire for his parents, and send him to join them, to follow their con- 
dition of life. 

179. After three months from the publication of this Code, rigor 
shall be employed against delinquents. 

1 80. Every person fixed in the country as a cultivator, who shall on 
a working day, and during the hours of labour, be found unem- 
ployed, or running about, or lounging on the public roads, shall be 
considered as idle, and shall in consequence be arrested, and taken 
before the Justice of Peace, who shall send him to prison for twenty- 
four hours, for the first offence ; and shall send him to public labour in 
the town on a repetition of it. 

181. The officers of the Rural Police, shall take csure that vagrants 
and idlers do not conceal themselves under the garb of the soldiers of 
the different corps. When they discover, in the Sections under their 
siiperintendance, men whom they do not personally know to be in 
active service in the corps whose uniform they wear, they shall arrest 
them, and send them to the militaiy commandant of the Commune, to 
ascertain if the individual arrested with the uniform of a corps really 
belong to it. If the party prove not to be a soldier, he shall be put 
in prison, according to article 175, until he enter into a contract to 
labour in agriculture. 

182. The officers of the Rural Police, shall take care that in the 
respective Sections under their command, no person shall live in idle- 
ness. To this end, they have authority to oblige such persons as are 
employed in labour, to give account of the nature of their occupations; 
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and if they cannot prove that they cultirate the soil, or are employed 
on breeding: farms, according to the Law, No. IV., they shall be consi* 
dered as without a living, and shall be arrested as vagrants. 

Chaptek IL 
Of order and assiduity in rural labour, 

183. The labobrs of the field shall commence on Monday morning, 
not to cease until Friday evening, (legal holidays excepted). But in 
extraordinary cases, when the interest of the cultivators as well as of 
the proprietors requires it, work shall be continued until Saturday. 

184. On working-days, the ordinary labour of the field shall com- 
mence at day-dawn and continue until mid-day, with the interval of 
half an hour for breakfast, which shall be taken on the spot where 
they are at work. In the afternoon, the labour shall commence at two 
o^clock, to continue until sun-set. 

185. Pregnant females shall be employed on light work only; and 
after the fourth month of pregnancy, they shall not be liable to work in 
the field. 

186. Four months after delivery, they shall be bound to resume 
labour ; but they shall not be at work until one hour after sun-rise 
to quit it at eleven o'clock, and from two o'clock until one hour before 
8un-set. 

187. No cultivator fixed on a rural property, shall absent himself 
from the labour assigned him, without the permission of the manager, 
in the absence of the proprietor or chief renter, who shall not give this 
permission unless the case be urgent. 

Chapter III. 
Of the discipline of the labourers. 

188. The labourers upon rural properties shall be obedient to the 
conductors of the works, to the headmen of associations, to the 
sub-tenants, chief renters, proprietors, and managers, whenever they 
are called upon to execute the labours for which they have contracted. 

189. Every act of disobedience or insult, on the part of a workman, 
commanded to do any work which he has engaged to do by a reci- 
procal contract or agreement, shall be punished by imprisonment, 
according to the exigency of the case, and according to the decision of 
the Justice of Peace of tne Commune. 

190. "Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays, being at the disposal of 
the cultivators, they shall not be permitted, on working days, to quit 
their work, to indulge in dancing or feasting, neither by night nor 
by day. Offenders agabst this rule, shall be subject to three days 
imprisonment/or the first offence, and to six days for a repetition of it. 

Chapter IV. 
On the making and repairing the public roads. 

191. The public roads shall be kept up and repaired by the la- 
bourers, in turn, of the whole Section they pass through, v^henever 
their state of injury may require repair. The private roads shall in 
like manner be kept in order by the cultivators of the estates of the 

^Section who are in the habit of using them. 
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192. Whenever a public or private road needs repair, the officer of 
the Rural Police shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the 
Commune. 

193. If the repairs are of small importance, the Commandant of the 
Commune shall order them to be done. But if they require many 
hands, he shall give notice of it to the Commandant of the Department 
that it may be promptly accelerated. The Council of Agriculture 
of the Section shall inform the Council of Notables of the work which 
is to be done. 

194. The number of labourers necessary for any particular repair, 
shall be taken from the plantation rolls mentioned in article 132, in 
proportion to the labouring population of each, which is bound to assist 
in the work. 

195. Those proprietors who have not four labourers attached to 
their estate, shall in no case furnish more than one labourer for the 
repairs of roads. 

196. Every cultivator ordered to work in repairing the roads, who 
shall not come to that work, shall pay a fine of six quarter dollars 
a week, or be imprisoned for one week, and this shall not exempt him 
from working the week following. 

197. Every proprietor, or chief renter of a plantation, who, having 
received a demand for labourers, shall not furnish them, shall be liable 
to a fine of three dollars for each labourer not furnished ; half the fine 
to be paid to the chest of fines, and half to be employed in replacing 
the labourers. 

198. Labourers called out to repair the roads, shall bring the tools 
and agricultural instruments used on the plantation, otherwise the 
officer of the Rural Police shall furnish them with tools with which he 
is to be supplied by the administration, and upon the report of it being 
made to the Justice of Peace of the Commune, he shall sentence the 
proprietor of the plantation to which the defaulters may belong, or his 
representative, to reimburse to the administration double the value of 

' the tools furnished. 

199. When means of transport are wanted for the repair of public 
or private roads, the estates having wains or carts shall send them ; 
in default of wains or carts, cattle shall be supplied. 

200. The supply of eight beasts of burden, shall be equal to the 
supply of one cart with its team. 

201. No person shall, for his private interests, take, from the repair 
of the roads, those who are sent to work upon them. Every one con- 
travening this order shall pay fifty dollars for each labourer so with- 
drawn, even for one day. The director of the work shall call over the 
labourers, every morning, to ascertain their presence. 

202. The labourers ordered on the public roads, shall present them- 
selves on Monday morning, not to quit while the work shall last, until 
Friday evening. 

Passed in the Chamber of Commons, at Port-au-Prince, on the 
ilst of April, 1826, 23d year of Independence. 

MuzAiNE, President of the Chamber. 
Pre. JuNCA, and Ardouik, Secretaries. 
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The Senate decrees the acceptance of the Rural Code of Hayti, 
which shall be sent, within^twenty-four hours, to the President of Hayti, 
to have his execution, in the manner fixed by the Constitution. At 
the National House at Port-au-Prince, this 4th of May 1826, 23d year 
of Independence. 

PJ Rouat^ez, President of the Senate. 
Gayot, and F. Dubreuil, Secretaries. 

In the Name of the Republic : 

The President of Hayti orders, that the abore Laws, constituting 
the Rural Code of Hayti, be sealed with the Seal of the Republic, and 
be published and executed. 

Given at the National Palace of Port-au-Prince, this 6th of May, 
1826, 23d year of Independence. ♦ 

BOYER. 

By the President, B. Inginac, Secretary-General. 



Such \s the Rural Code of Hayti. We. shall be excused for exa- 
mining its provisions at some length, in order that the dishonourable 
pains which have been taken to pervert its meaning may be frustrated, 
and its real nature and bearing fully understood. 

The West Indian party, not content with affirming that this law in- 
volves, to a certain degree and in certain cases, the principle of com- 
pelling agricultural labour, (a principle which, as we shall see, the laws 
of England itself do also involve,) have endeavoured to show that its 
principle is identically the same with that of the slave codes of our 
own Colonies, and especially with the code of Jamaica. To prove this 
favourite point, they set out with imposing on the public a forged 
and mangled document, as a proclamation of the Haytian Govern- 
ment ; and instead of giving us the code itself, they gave us, in the 
first instance, their own comment upon it, which was to this effect, 
that the driving system was in full operation in Hayti; — and when, by 
the arrival of the document itself in this country, the truth of the case 
could no longer be concealed, it became necessary to endeavour to 
make their manner of translating it, into English, afford some colour 
to such a representation. Within the whole range of this code, how- 
ever, they have been able to find only a single expression which 
could be bent to serve this dishonest purpose. The word " con- 
ducteur," they have been compelled to translate by the. word " driver*^ 
that is to say, by a word which, to an English ear, represents a man 
wielding the cart-whip, and impelling the labour of his fellows by its 
infliction. And on this gross and wilful perversion is the whole of 
their hypothesis on the subject of driving founded. Compulsory 
labour by the cart-whip, we all know, is the main and leading and 
essential feature of our slave system ; with which indeed the express 
declarations of Trinidad and other Colonies, and the recent conduct 
of the Jamaica Assembly prove it to be' essentially interwoven, nay, 
absolutely identified, in the minds of our Colonists generally. Now all 
idea of such compulsion is so completely and entirely excluded by the 
Haytian law, that even the far-fetched construction of a particular 
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phrase, could it be established, would not vary the undoubted cer^ 
tainty of that exclusion. But the phrase itself will not bear the 
forced construction put upon it. The well known and universal 
term for driver, in all the French slave colonies, and in the works of 
all French writers on the subject, is not " conducteur '* but " com-- 
mandeur.*' We speak with perfect confidence on this point. The 
most common application of the term conducteur, in France, is to the 
man who accompanies the Diligences in that country, with functions 
corresponding to the guards of our mail coaches ; and it is also em- 
ployed to signify a foreman, such as is to be found in every large 
printing office, or workshop, and in every large collection of labourers 
in this country. That the word conducteur is sometimes applied to 
persons in charge of cattle is true, and then it corresponds to the well 
known term in this country of drover, the person employed to guide 
and conduct them on their way. 

But supposing the point to be yielded, and that conducteur may be 
rendered by the word driver ; yet we find him here, unhappily for our 
West Indian commentators, divested of the essential attributes of a 
Jamaica or a Barbadoes driver. He wants the driving instrument. 
He is without his cart-whip. That execrable engine of exaction and 
oppression has no place in the Haytian code. And let it not be sup- 
posed that this is a trivial or unimportant point of difference. It is 
most vital. What, for example, has been one of the main causes 
why negro life has been wasting, and still is wasting, with a fearful 
rapidit]^, in our slave colonies ? It has been the presence of the cart- 
whip, in the hands of the driver, to which, even the Assembly of 
Jamaica still cling with a fond tenacity, refusing not only to abolish 
its use as the stimulus to labour, but as the instrument of inflicting 
torture on the delicate limbs even of the female slave. — And what has 
been the cause tiiat in the last twenty<4wo years, while the British 
slave population has been wasting away, the negro population of Hayti 
has more than doubled its numbers ? It has been the absence of that 
torturing impulse. We want nothing but this one fact to Satisfy us, to 
satisfy any man of common reflection, any man who is not blindly 
wedded to the West Indian system with all its murderous tendencies, 
or who does not feel that his own character is involved in discovering 
some plausible apology for defending it ; — we want nothing but this 
to satisfy us of the wide, the infinite, distance there is between that 
system and the system prevailing in Hayti. Let ten times more fraud 
and imposture l>e practised, let ^esh proclamations 1>e forged, let fresh 
mistranslations be invented, and fresh misrepresentations multiplied ;— * 
all will weigh as nothing, in the face of the impregnable tact, that 
the population of Hayti is most rapidly increasing, while that of our 
slave and sugar colonies continues, from year to year, and from day to 
day, to moulder away. This is enough to satisfy the statesman and 
the philanthropist, without any aid from the new lights of Major 
Moody*s philosophy of labour, so happily and effectually extmguished 
in the last number of the Edihburgh Review. 

And here let it not be supposed that all this is mere idle declama- 
tion, the hundredth repetition, even to nausea, of some stale, obsolete, 
and antiquated appendage of colonial slavery, which^ a new era having 
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begun its course, we must blot from our memories ; contemplating not 
what slavery was, but only what it has become under the mild and be- 
nignant reforms which the temperate and judicious philanthropy of the 
West-Indian legislatures has introduced. — Be it so. We will even take the 
very latest example of colonial reform and mitigation. It is now before 
us in the shape of an act of the legislature of Jamaica, passed only 
four months ago, and bearing date the 22d of December, 1826. Of 
this act the 37th clause runs thus. *' And in order to restrain 
ARBITRARY PUNISH MEKTSj be it further enacted, that no slave, on 
any plantation or settlement, or in any of the workhouses or gaols in 
this island, shall receive any more than ten lashes at one time 
and for one offence, unless the owner, attorney, guardian,.executor, 
administrator, or overseer, of such plantation or settlement, having 
such slave in his care, or keeper of such workhouse, or keeper of such 
gaol shall be present ; and that no such owner, attorney, guardian, 
executor, admmistrator, or overseer, workhouse-keeper, or gaol- 
keeper, shall, on any account, punish a slave with more than thirty- 
nine lashes at one time and for one offence, nor inflict, nor suffer to 
be inflicted, such last-mentioned punishment, nor any other number of 
lashes on the same day, nor until the delinquent has recovered from 
the effect of any former punishment, under a penalty not less than ten 
pounds, nor more than twenty pounds, for every offence," ^c. 

Such is the law passed, by the enlightened legislature of Jamaica, in 
December, 1826, and which is applicable to every slave, man, woman, 
or child- in that island. By that law the driver may inflict ten lashes ; — 
and the owner and overseer, nay, the gaol-keeper and workhouse- 
keeper, the attorney, guardian, and administrator may, each and every 
one of them, inflict £irty-nine lashes, on the bare posteriors of any 
and every slave, man, woman, or child in the island, without a trial, 
without the order of a magistrate, for no defined offence, but merely 
because he (the owner, &c.) is offended ; nor can he, by any iaw^ be 
called to answer for such conduct. Nay, the clause is framed for the 
express purpose of protecting him against all responsibility for so doing. 
And yet, in mockery, as it were, this clause is called a clause^ to re- 
strain ARBiTRAY PUNISHMENTS! It is a most singular fact, that in 
the new rural code of Jamaica^ by which this arbitrary and uncon- 
trolled power of the cart- whip is established, the word driver does not 
. once appear : it is studiedly withdrawn from view. And yet the in- 
genuity Which has so dexterously suppressed it in the rural code of 
Jamaica, can find it io that of Hayti. 

Let our readers turn for a moment to our Reporter, No. 21, pp. 306, 
307, and there see the terms in which Mr. Barrett, himself a planter 
and a member of the Jamaica legislature, speaks of the torturing in- 
strument, whose universal predominance is thus, in the year 1827, re- 
newed and established on every plantation, and over every slave in 
Jamaica. — *' It is," says he, ^' a base, cruel, debasing instrument of 
torture. Every being whose heart is not callous pants for its abolition. 
Its fellows are the rack and the thumb-screw. Thirty-nine lashes of 
this horrid instrument may be made more grievous than ^ve hundred 
lashes with a cat.*'-— And this torture, these lacerations are inflicted, 
continues Mr. Barrett, " at the pleasure of an individual^ at his sole 
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command, as caprice or passion dictates,*' sometimes by One slave " at 
his discretion on another slave/' sometimes by the orders of "the 
book-keeper, or overseer, or proprietor of the lowest order." 

Only match this single enactment against all the severities of the 
Haytian code, '*just and severe" as they are represented to be, and they 
^li at once assume an aspect of lenity and indulgence. 

But to come to these **just" yet "severe" enactments, which have 
infused such joy into the minds of all the wielders and advocates of the 
cart- whip, and which they seem to flatter themselves are to establish 
its empire for ever ; the only comment we shall deem it necessary to 
make upon them, in the mass, will be taken from the " Commentaries 
on the Laws of England in Five Books, by Sir William Blackstone, 
One of the Justices of His Majesty's Court of Common Pleas, (the 
Eleventh Edition;)" who, in the same breath that he declares that 
" the law of England abhors and will not endure the existence of 
slavery within this nation," (Book I. p. 424,) yet adds, ** The first sort 
of servants acknowledged by the law of England are menial servants ; 
so called from being intra mcsnia, or domestics. The contract between 
them and their masters arises upon the hiring. If the hiring be general, 
without any particular time limited, the law construes it to be hiring for 
a year, upon a principle of natural equity that the servant shall serve, 
and the master maintain him, throughout all the revolutions of the 
respective seasons, as well when there is work to be done as when there 
is not ; but the contract may be made for any larger or smaller term. 
All single men between twelve years old and sixty, and married ones 
under thirty years of age, and all single women between twelve and 
forty, not having any visible livelihood, are compellable, by two Jus- 
tices, to go out to service in husbandry, or certain specific trades, 
for the promotion of honest industry ; and no master can put away his 
Servant, br servant leave his master, after being so retained, either 
before or at the end of his term, without a quarter's warning," unless 
upon reasonable cause, to be allowed by a Justice of the Peace ; but 
they may part by consent, or make a special bargain." Bodk I. p. 425. 

Again : " A third species of servants are labourers, who are only 
hired by the day or the week, and do not live intra mcenia, as part of 
the family ; concerning whom the statutes before citedi (5 Eliz. c. 4. 
and 6 Geo. III. c. 26,) have made many very good regulations : 
1, Directing that all persons who have no visible effects may be com- 
pelled to work: 2, Defining how long they must continue at work 
in summer and in winter: 3, Punishing such as leave or desert their 
work : 4, Empowering the Justices at Sessions, or the Sheriff of the 
county to settle their wages : and, 5, Inflicting penalties on such as 
either give or exact more wages than are so settled." Book I. p. 427." 

The parallelism between the " very good regulations " of Mr. Justice 
Blackstone, and the provisions of the Haytian Code, is certainly not a 
little remarkable. We are not bound, neither are we disposed, to be- 
stow any laudatory epithets either on the laws of Elizabeth or of George 
the Third, to which Sir William Blackstone has referred us ; or on the 
corresponding clauses of the Haytian Code. We merely maintain, and 
it is all that our purpose requires us to maintain, that, be the policy 
or the humanity of those clauses what it may, they are to the foil 

Digitized byCjOOQlC 



REMARKS ON THE RURAL CODE OF HAYTI. 367 

as good, nay, in some material respects better, than the laws on which 
the learned and liberal Judge has bestowed his commendation. In the 
case of Hayti also, those parts of Major Moody's now demolished 
philosophy of labour which were founded on the offensive smell, the 
colour, the hair, and the features, and other peculiarities of the negre^ 
race, can have no application ; because the framers and executors of 
the law are of the same flesh, and blood, and colour, and smell, with the 
subjects of them, these being the common inheritance of all ranks.> — 
Further, the lowest Haytian has just the same prospect of seeing his 
descendant rise to distinction in his native island, as the meanest Briton 
has of seeing his children attain to eminence in the various walks of 
life, — in commerce and literature, in arts and arms, in the judicial, le* 
gislative and ecclesiastical departments of this great and civilized 
empire. The chain, therefore, which, in our colonies, still binds the 
negro and tethers him to the earth ; in Hayti is broken. vHe stands 
there erect in all the dignity of man. He is emancipated from the 
fetters which, in our colonies, are wound around both his body and his 
soul. That corporeal degradation and intellectual debasement, which 
Major Moody concurs with experience in teaching us to be inseparable 
from the condition of the white man's tiegro slave, are no longer, in 
Hayti, the necessary adjuncts of a negro skin, or even of a remote 
negro descent. Were the provisions of the Rural Code infinitely more 
objectionable than we admit a few of them to be, the work of the 
actual emancipation, and of the future moral and intellectual elevation 
of the negro race, would not be the less certain in its progress and 
consummation ; nay, we are not sure that it may not be accelerated 
by the very circumstances which excite the virtuous indignation of the 
advocates of slavery. With all its defects, therefore, we must and 
will rejoice in the Haytian code, the result of Haytian intelligence, the 
proof of Haytian freedom, and the pledge of Haytian improvement. 
It is quite enough to satisfy the warmest wishes of the best friends of 
the African race, to have seen them arrive, in so short a space of time, 
even at that pitch of regulated freedom which this code exhibits ; and 
if our sincerity on that point be doubted by the West Indians, we would 
only ask them in reply. Will you take us at our word ? Will you adopt 
the Haytian code, in its principle, as yours ? Will you admit its •* just 
and severe" regulations to be transferred, in all their rigour, to your 
plantations? Only assent to this, and our controversy with you is at 
an end for ever. 

It is made' a great objection to the Haytian code that the adminis- 
tration of it is entrusted chiefly to the military authorities. We enter- 
tain, without doubt, — many of us at least, — no strong love for military 
authority, and we would gladly see it dispensed with both there and else- 
where. But, unquestionably, if the military array of a people admits 
of defence at all, there could hardly arise a stronger justification of it, 
than when it was called for to avert the dominion of the cart-whip. 
The alternative with the Haytian has been, " War to the knife " or 
" the cart-whip." All therefore that there was among them of talent, 
of courage, of intelligence, of bodily or of mental endowment, became 
necessarily identified with the armed force. They have, it is true, 
achieved their independence, and are admitted into the commonwealth 
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of humanity ; but the newness of its acqursition ; the lurking jealousv 
tfaejr nust feel of their ancient and sordid oppressors, who are stili, 
in thought, gni^ng and spanning the Haytian stature and strength ; 
and the not unf<^nded distrust of the possible effects of the ignorance 
and the unruly habits which thirty years of civil akurm and contention, 
and of fierce exterminatory warfare, may have served to generate anaong 
many of their population ; seem to require that the military force should, 
for a time at least, be maintained. And if its heavy expense must still, 
for the sake of their liberties, be incurred, is it not wise to turn it to 
account for the purposes not only of external defence but of internal 
security ? The cost of a new machinery for this last important object 
would add greatly to the public burdens. Having already organized 
the means of an effective magistracy and an effective police, trained by 
discipline to habits of regularity and prompt obedience, and restrained 
by the same discipline from the abuse of power, they have judiciously 
employed those means, mixing with them, however, as opportunity 
offers, the appointment of those civil magistrates, into whose hands the 
superintendance of the police may gradually be transferred,'as circum- 
stances may favour such a transfer. 

And then, be it remembered, the police is exercised, not over the 
labourers alone, but equally over those who emf)loy them. All are 
alike subject to the rigid revision and inspection of these responsible 
superintendants. And well would it be for our wretched slaves, if, in 
every parish of our colonies, and in each section of them, there were 
stationed an officer of His Majesty's troops, with proper assistants, 
to visit every plantation, twice or thrice a week, in order to secure 
effectual and prompt redress for all injustice ; to hear and receive all com^ 
plaints; to adjust all differences; to repress all disorders and irregu- 
larities ; to suggest and promote improvements ; and to report to bis 
superior officers, and through them to the State, the whole of what 
was passing within his circle. (See on this point the Articles 119 to 151.) 
This view of the subject has not been suggested to us, for the first time, 
by the Haytian Code. If the reader will turn to the pamphlet called 
" The Progress of Colonial Reform,'* (p. 17,) or to our Monthly Re- 
porter, No. 11, (p. 143,) he will perceive that the deplorable account 
which Mr. Dwarris had given, in his Reports, of the unprotected state 
of the slave population, and of the difficulty which existed^ to find, 
among the planters, persons who could safely be entrusted to fill the 
situation of their guardians or protectors, led us, more than a year ago, 
to enquire whether, ** with our immense list of naval and military officers 
on half pay, it was impossible to apply any effectual remedy to this 
evil ? And whether there was not to be found, in that list, a sufficient 
number of highly respectable and meritorious individuals who, at a 
small expense, might be beneficially employed in filling these im- 
portant offices, and whose remuneration might be made to depend 
on the regularity of their returns, and the propriety of their conduct ? " 
Most heartily therefore should we rejoice, if such means of protection 
could be transferred, from the Haytian, to the West Indian Code. 

But let us say a few words on the actual state of the Haytian 
labourer. 

Every Haytian parent, though himself attached to agriculture, has it 



Digitized by 



Google 



^£MARKS ON TU£ RURAL COD£ OF HAYTI. 359 

ki his power to send his childrea to towns to be educated, or to be 
taught a profession, or trade, on his simple request to a Justice of the 
Peace. (See Article 5.) This single regulation, of itself, seems almost 
sufficient to secure the moral and intellectual progress of this interest* 
ing people. 

It is true that all, who have no other visible means of subsistence^ 
must, in Hay ti as in England, devote .themselves, whether they be men 
or women, to agricultural labour. But see what advantages the 
Haytian labourer enjoys under this necessity. Even if reduced to it, 
by his having no other means of subsistence, he may choose his em- 
ployment and his employer. He may engage as a keeper of cattle, or 
as a cutter of wood, or as a grower of provisions, or of cotton, or of 
coffee, or of sugar, or in any one of the various subsidiary offices 
connected with the culture and manipulation of these articles. He 
may engage for a shorter or longer time as suits his taste or his con- 
venience ; for six months in one line of occupation, for two years in 
another, or for three years in a third; and these periods may, if he 
thinks proper, be still further extended even to nine years. (Articles 
45 and 106.) He may contract to receive a fourth part, or a half, of 
all the produce he raises ; and in the first of these cases, which is the 
most frequent, he is not only lodged, but fed, on the plantation, from 
the produce of his own labour, not during his own time, but during 
five days in the week which alone he has contracted to give to his 
employer. Observe the force of the regulation on this point, Art. 36. 
** On every rural establishment they " {viz, the proprietors or renters) 
"shall be bound to cultivate provmons §rc., sufficient for the sustenance 
cf the persons employed there J" This to be their first care, (Article 19.) 
The labourer for a fourth is also to be furnished, gratuitously, with all 
his tools, (Article 62.) and with medical attendance and medicine, 
(Article 67.) and has the benefit, without any diminution of his share of the 
produce, of all the cattle and machinery on the estate, and of the expense 
of its management, (Articles 51, 65, and 66,) And, possessing all these 
advantages, he receives, besides, his fair share of the fourth part of the 
gross produce raised by him and his fellow labourers, (Article 52.) 
But this is not all. The proprietor is also bound to furnish the 
labourer with land for his own use, to be cultivated by himself, and for 
himself, during his fre(|uently recurring holidays, and his regular day in 
in the week of rest,'beside Sunday, from plantation labour, (Art. 38, 39.) 

On the five days of the week he works for his employer and himself 
in common: he has his full subsistence from the labour of these days, 
besides his share of all marketable produce grown on the plantation. 
And he has, moreover, land, and abundant time in the week for its 
cultivation, whereby to increase his comforts or to add to his capital. 
Such also is the consideration which the law bestows on the formation 
and promotion of industrious habits, by their only effectual spring, a 
sense of self-interest, that even the infirm, and the children of early 
age, while fed by the provisions o( the plantation, are encouraged to ex- 
ertion, by shares of all the other produce of it, proportioned to the efforts, 
however feeble, which they are able to make. And even the women 
who have contracted- to labour, for a term of years, in return for 
their provisions and their share of the other produce, are not de- 
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pnved of the benefit of this contract, by the incapacities of a pregnant 
state, but, though relicTed on that account, for a time, from their share 
of the labour, are still allowed to share m the proceeds of that labour. 

One of the grand secqrities of Haytian happiness and freedom, how- 
ever, is to be found in the absence of all those invidious distractions,^ 
arising from the colour of the skin as being the livery of slavery, 
which proves the curse of the African and his descetidants in our slave 
colonies. In the Haytian Courts of Justice, the evidence of no tnan 
or woman whatever is precluded. There all, of all ranks, stand on an 
equal footing ; and this circumstance, especially when superadded to 
the absence of the cartwhip ; and to the substitution, for its stimulus, 
of self-interest as the spring of action, and of industrious effort ; make* 
a difference in the two states of being so large, as scarcely to admit 
of calculation or comparison. 

THE WEST INDIAN REPORTER. 

This Work has chosen to give a representation of the New Jamaica 
Slave Act, against which we are obliged to warn our readers as unfair 
and fallacious. In our Reporter, No. 21, we also gave an account of 
it ; but the error of that account is, that we attributed to the Jamaica 
Assembly more credit for improvement than the Act, now that we have 
it before us, justifies. — But of this more hereafter. 

The West Indian Reporter chooses also to be mightily indignant be- 
cause we have dared to represent Colonial slavery as a crime , and to 
affirm that, as a crime, it isjiable to the divine displeasure. Notwith- 
standing, however, all his hard phrases, we must still maintain that 
Colonial slavery is a crime of a very deep dye — that it involves injus-- 
tice, cruelty, oppression, unbounded profligacy of manners, robbery, 
murder, — all which various properties of this unnatural, and unchristian 
state of being, we must also fake the liberty of designating as crimes — 
as crimes, which if not repented of and forsaken, must, if there be truth 
in the word of God, ensure, to those who live in the practice of them, 
punishment, either here or hereafter. 

PETITIONS AGAINST COLONIAL MONOPOLY. 

We inserted, in our last Number, the substance of the very able pe- 
tition of the merchants and manufacturers of Manchester, against the 
continuance of the^present restrictions on our trade. The Chambers 
of Commerce of Manchester and Birmingham, and the merchants and 
manufacturers of Leeds and other places, have followed th^ example, 
and have called earnestly on parliament to apply a remedy to the wide 
spread distress, in the manufacturing districts, by adopting those 
measures which ** the considerations of justice and of consistent 
policy suggest, for equalizing the duties on the productions of our 
East and West Indian possessions ; and for thus indefinitely extend* 
ing the range of our commercial and manufacturing industry, skilly 
and capital." 

Mr. Whitmore is to bring forward the whole subject on the 3rd of 
May- . . * „ 

' London : Bagiter and Thorns, 14, Bartholomew Clou* 
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DISCUSSIONS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON THE 16TH OF 
MAY, 1827, RESPECTING THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE TRADE 
WITH INDIA; — REMARKS ON THE SAME;— CASE OF MISS 
THRELFALL'S SLAVES. 

A V A RiETY of Petitions from Leeds, Halifax, Manchester, Birmingham, 
Blackburn, Hull, Ac. &c, for the Equalization of the Duties on commo- 
dities imported from the East and' West Indies having been presented, 
Mr. W. Whitmore rose, pursuant to notice, to move for the ap- 
pointment of a Select Committee, to consider the state of the trade 
oetween this country and India. When the House considered the 
distress which was on ail hands acknowledged to exist among the 
manufacturing population ; the decline of the revenue, which, since 
last year, was not less than four or five millions ; and the decline bf 
our export trade, which in the same time amounted to an equal ex- 
tent ; it surely became important in the highest degree to inquire how 
these evils could be remedied ; and he trusted, if he could shew that 
a great increase of employment would result, from extending the trade 
with India, to the weavers of Scotland and Lancashire, that Govern- 
ment would lend a favourable ear to his proposition. But it was 
not on the actual existence of this distress that he rested the question. 
That distress mi^ht be, and he hoped was, of a temporary nature. 
The resources of the country could not be so much reduced as to 
prevent the return of the prosperity it had heretofore enjoyed. He 
wished the subject to be viewed in a much n|ore comprehensive light. 
Whoever considered the heavy burden of debt that weighed down the 
energy of the country, and the part she was destined to act among the 
nations of the world in the wars in which, in all probability, she would 
be again engaged, must see how exceedingly desirable it was to ex- 
tend, by all practicable means, the resources of the country, and 
to avail ourselves of this opportunity of peace to lighjten the springs of 
our industry, and restore their elasticity. With regard to Ireland, it 
was evident that every thing should be done that was possible to 
promote the growth of the manufactures which he trustea had com- 
menced there. The friends of that country, who did not seek to serve 
it by that course, took a very limited and far from an enlightened view 
of her interests. Much might be don^, no doubt, by settling the 
religious differences that unhappily existed ; but the m6re removal of 
those dissensions would be no panacea for the ills of Ireland, which 
eould be eradicated only by giving employment to the pe(^le. Wb^n 
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liabtts of industry were formed, and began generally to take root, the 
most favourable hopes might be entertained of the deliverance of that 
country from the worst evils that oppressed it. After adverting to 
the mode in which the Com Laws had operated to deprive our mann- 
facturers of a large portion of their foreign trade, the Honourable Gen- 
tleman called the attention of the House to the increase that had taken 
place in our commerce with India, since the renewal of the Charter 
of the East India Company in 1814. At that time, the whole of the 
Continent of India, and the Islands in the Indian Archipelago, were 
thrown open, though still under restrictions, to the private trader. 
What had been the result? No man could have anticipated it. It 
was said by the advocates for the continuance of the Company's mono-, 
poly, that the only effect would be, to increase to a small extent the 
demand for woollens or a few articles of luxury. Nobody supposed 
that the Cotton Trade was one that would benefit largely by this new 
market. Yet, this trade had increased to an extent the most extraor- 
dinary. The Cotton Trade had its origin in India. This country had 
borrowed its patterns, and adopted its very names. The price of labour 
was here seven or eight times as much as in India, and we drew from 
that country a portbn of the raw material, which, when manufactured, 
we exported back to it. Yet, with all these disadvantages, we had 
established a beneficial and growing trade in cotton goods with India. 
The term calico was derived, according to Dr. Johnson, in his Dictionary, 
frc»n Calicut, '^ a town in India, where cotton goods weie manufac- 
tured, and sometimes stained with gay and beautiful colours." Calicos 
were now exported in great quantities from this country to that part 
of the world where they were originally manufactured. It was, therefore, 
he contended, the duty of the House to give the fullest encouragement 
to the trade with India. He lamented that he had not the official re- 
turns lower than 1824.^ But from those previous to that year, he could 
shew that there had been a considerable increase of the trade with India 
since the opening in 1814. In the first instance, he would state the 
jBxports from this country to India from the Parliamentary Papers. 
The Honourable Gentleman stated the annual average of glass and 
earthenware to amount to 61,526Z. from 1801 to 1810; and to 
171,452/. from 1814 to 1822. Of iron in bars, from 1801 to 1810, 
68,431^; from 1814 tol%22, 193,164/. In woollen goods, the average 
value from 1801 to 1810, was 273,414/.; from 1214 to 1822, it had 
increased to 376,399/* ; and during 1823 and 1824, the yearly value 
WAS 962,061/. In cotton goods, the increase was'>till more astonish- 
ing. From 1801 to 1810, the average was 55,461/.; from 1814 to 
1822, 568,358/.; and during the two years 1823 and 1824, the 
average was, 1,155,512/. He would next state the imports from India, 
and shew their corresponding increase* First, as to indigo, the average 
quantity imported from 1801 to 1810, was 3,513,053 lbs. ; and from 
1814 to 1822, 5,023,187 lbs. In cotton wool, the average quantity 
from 1801 to 1810, was 5,896,365 lbs. ; and from 1814 to 1822, 
23,535,365 lbs. In Bengal silks the average was, from 1801 to 1810, 
438,792 lbs.; and from 1814 to 1822, 899,570 lbs. In sugar, the 
average from 1801 to 1810, was 77,325 lbs.; from 1814 to 1822, 
174,379 lbs.; and, during the two years 1823 tmd 1824, the average 
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was 224,658 lbs. These returns manifested an equally great increase 
in the export trade as in the way of importation. No trade could be 
more important than that winch we thus enjoyed with a population not 
less in number than eighty millions. The extent to which it might be 
carried no man could at present foresee. The prospect might literally 
be said to be boundless.-— He would next refer^to die duties levied upon 
commodities imported from India. He believed that these duties were 
origimdly intended to be prohibitory. Let the House look at the 
nmount of duties levied upon East India produce, as compared with the 
amount of duties demanded upon the produce of other parts of our 
colonies. On turmerick, for instance, the duty is seven pounds per ton 
more on East than West India ; on East India rum the duty is 1 Is. 6d. a 
gallon more than on West India, the duty on the latter being Ss. 6d, on 
the former 20«. a gallon ; and on East India cotton the duty demanded is 
«x per cent, ad valorem, while cotton from the West Indies is admitted 
altogether free of duty. On sugar the duty is 10^ per ton more on 
East than West India, being 50 per cent, on the prime cost of the 
article ; on coffee it is 28^. per ton more, West Indian paying 56L 
per ton, while East Indian pays 84/. The same disproportion exists in 
the duty on cocoa. The cotton manufactures of the East Indies pay a 
duty of 10 per cent., and the silk manufactures 30 per cent., while 
English manufactures are admitted into India on paying a duty of 2J 
per cent. These, and such things as these, shewed the utter indif- 
ierence to the prosperity of our trade, or to the welfare either of 
the mother country or the colonies, which characterised the whole 
system of our legislation with respect to our possessions in the East 
Indies ; as well as the utter indifference to all the principles not only 
of sound commercial policy, but even of reason and justice, which the 
legislature manifested in all its r^ulations of the trade of those colo- 
nies. The whole system was most unfair and most unjust; and if ever 
die people of India begin to feel it as they ought ; if ever the vast po- 
pulaUon of our possessions in the East come to feel their importance, 
and the degree of injustice with which they have been treated, the 
House might rest assured that the day of reckoning would then come, 
and we should be made to suffer as we deserved for the course we were 
pursuing. What was it which lost to this country tlie colonies of North 
America ? Why fwecisely the same principfe : we endeavoured to keep 
to ourselves all the advantages of their trade, and gave them none in 
return ; and the consequence was, that they freed themselves, on the 
first opportunity, from the power which exercised over them its autho- 
rity in a manner so utterly repugnant to all the principles of honour, 
justice, or policy. It was not enough for this country to say it had the 
power to do these things. It must shew that the course of its policy 
was founded in something like justice, or expect that those who are 
subjected to its influence will only continue to obey until an opportunity 
may present itself to oppose* Such a system was not only contrary to 
the principles of commerce and of justice, but even to that principle of 
reciprocity which the Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Huskisson) 
had advocated with so much ardour, and which he for one felt delighted 
in saying with so much success. — He would now tum to another part of 
the same subject, and beg the attention of the House to the ampunt of 
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the imports and exports to those Golontes^ as the trade was at present 
carried on. In the year 1824, the total amo«nt of the exports to the 
East Indies and China was 4,355,4371. In the year 1826, the amount 
vras 4,394,380/. Now, he must take the liberty of begging them to 
attend to a most important subject arisbg out of one of those exports ; 
he alluded to the article of East India sugar — the dead weight, as it 
might be called, of what we were able to draw from the East Indies at 
this moment. He did not take that article because it was the only imh 
portant one ; but because it was that which might be the most in- 
creased. He was aware of the state in which the sugar trade was 
placed at this moment, and that there was more imported from the British 
plantations than sufficed at present for the general consumption of the 
country. He was aware, too, that in such a state of things, when there 
was an excess of production beyond consumption, the price must in the 
main be regulated, not by the monopoly at home, but the price which 
that sugar could procure in the market abroad. Granting that, how- 
ever, he still contended that although the price might not be much 
lowered by the admission of East India sugar at the same duty as the 
West India, the consumption might be mOch increased. He admitted 
for the sake of argument, though he had great doubts of its being true, 
that with the same duty East India could not be sold at a lower price 
than that now obtained for sugars of similar quality. He found, at least, 
that with this extra duty of 10/. aton^ East India sugar was selling in this 
country, if not at a profit, still without loss. He was aware that it 
might at first appear, from the supply being so much greater than the 
demand, that an increase of quantity without a diminution of price 
could bring no increase of consumption ; but did the House take into 
its consideration the very great increase of demand for our manufac- 
tures, the great consequent rise of wages, and increase of population 
and production, which must follow the opening of such a market for 
the produce of this country ? It might, he admitted, be asked, If the 
produce of sugar by the West India islands is so much greater than 
your demand, how can you make any increase of consumption ? He 
took it, however, to be quite clear, that the people of this country 
did not consume anything like what they might be able to take if a new 
market was opened to our manufactures. Let the House reflect for a 
moment upon what was the amount of the quantity of sugar consumed 
by the inhabitants of the United Kingdoms. In England, the average 
quantity consumed by each individual is, annually, according to the 
best calculation, about twenty-three pounds per head. In Irebmd, the 
quantity consumed by each individual is about six pounds per head. 
Now, he would ask, if Ireland became a manufacturing country by the 
openmg of a new market, and the encouragement of a trade with India» 
what was there to prevent her peo(de from becoming consumers to the 
extent of twefve or eighteen, or even more, pounds a head, while the 
consumption of England also increased ? In that way he was convinced 
that the Right Honourable Gentleman ought to look for the ultimate im- 
provement and happiness of that country ; in that way he must look for 
the means of her prosperity and tranquillity. Let hiip, by opening the 
market of our extensive East India possessions, give employment to 
iier people, and encouragement to her manufactures; and he would 
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find Ireland, instead of being, as at present, a source of endless alarm, 
and disquiet, and discontent, become to England and her possessions a 
mine of wealth and a tower of strength. There would be no occasion 
then for Emigration Committees to consider the best means of trans- 
planting her people to other countries. Let him give but her manufactures 
encouragement by opening a market, and he would soon see, by its 
effect upon wages and labour, the people prosperous, and the nation 
tranquillised. He was told that in a part of that country, Belfast and 
its vicinity, cotton manufactories had been erected to some extent, and 
that'on that account the town of Belfast afforded a most pleasing con- 
trast in its aspect to the general appearance of the other parts of Ireland. 
And he understood that when the manufacturers of England had large 
orders for cotton goods, they frequently sent quantities of yarn to 
Ireland to be wove up, in order to supply their orders in proper time. 
Between India and Ireland there were some, features of similitude. 
Both countries were oppressed by a redundancy of population. Both 
suffered from the low rate of wages ; and both were constantly placed 
in a state of alarm and agitation. White-boyism existed in Ireland ; 
Decoits in India, arising from the same Cause, a discontented and 
starving people. The evils of both wtere to be remedied in the same 
manner. Give them employment. Lay open a market to their several 
productions, and you at once strike at the root of the diseases under 
which they labour. It was by following up that principle of reci- 
procity, with regard to our own colonies, which had already been recog- 
nised and acted upon with regard to foreigners, that the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman would be enabled to relieve the miseries of Ireland 
and India, and promote the prosperity and security of the empire. — His 
object at present was to move for the appointment of a Committee, 
before which that information might be given under which the mea- 
sures he wished were to be carried into execution. There was one 
subject, however, to which he must allude, although it was somewhat 
di£Ferent from any to which he had yet drawn their attention, he meant 
^e state of the free trade with India. He held in his hand a letter 
addressed to the East India Company's Directors, from some persons 
engaged to a great extent in that trade, in which they complained of 
tlie very great impediments thrown in the way of their intercourse with 
those places to which they were permitted to trade. The Company 
derived some of their most considerable benefits from what was called 
the right of pre-emption. They had commercial residents at each of tho 
ports and settlements where the free trade was carried on. Those resi- 
dents made advances to the factors who bought up beforehand the 
productions of the country, and by that means contrived so to keep 
them in dependence as to confine the whole trade, or nearly the whole 
trade, to the Company. This was one of the consequences arising from 
that junction of sovereignty and trade in this Company ; a junction 
which never ought to take place, and which never could take place, 
without exhibiting consequences prejudicial to the freedom and pros- 
perity of commerce. — ^The Indian Archipelago was one of those places 
wh^e the trade of this country could be most beneficially extended. 
Those islands abounded wdch all the various Oriental productions most 
in request in this country. More than one-eighth part of all the gold 
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iQtrodnced into Europe was derived from them, in addittoa to ^eac 
quantities of diamonds, spices, and pearls. There, too, a vast proportion 
of the manufactures of this country might find a market, more especi- 
ally if the ports of China wer^ open to the enterprise of the free trader. 
At this moment, unfortunately, this was not the case ; but, he trusted^ 
the time was not far distant when the abolition of this monopoly, whicli 
must expire in the year 1833, would enable the manufacturers and 
traders of the United Kingdom to derive the full and unrestricted 
benefit of the almost boundless prospect of commerce which this 
part of the world presented. The duties upon East India sugar 
were 31 L a ton; but* the duties on that produced in the Archie 
pelago was 63/. a ton ; or, in other words, the sugar of those ialands 
was totally prohibited, for the effect was nothing less. It was worth 
while, in considering the advantages we might deoffe irom a free 
trade with those islands, to look at the evidence given on the sub- 
ject by Mr. Crawford, a gentleman whose accuracy of statement 
was as unquestioned as his means of information had been extensive. 
He says, in speaking of the possibility of extending our trade in that 
part of India, *' That previous to the free trade, British manufactures, 
especially of cotton goods, were hardly known to the Indian islands^ 
$ince that period the quantity has been yearly increasing; and I can 
answer, as far as the population of Java is concerned, that it is rare now 
to see a native of the country, above the rank of a mere peasant, or a 
Chinese of any description, who has not some portion of his dress of 
British cotton manufacture, and very often he has a considerable por- 
tion of his dress of the woollen fabric of this country." In the year 
1814, 1000 pieces of chintz of British manufacture overstocked the 
market of Samarang, in Java; but in 1818, the price having fallen 26 
per cent 15,000 pieces were sold there. Such wduld be the benefit 
Ukely to arise from an opening of the trade. Give the people but a 
means of payment, and you may dispose of the productions of this 
country to an almost unlimited extent. No man, he apprehended, 
would be so insane as to propose that no more than a certain quantity 
of our manufactures were to be exported, and yet the eflPect, by the 
continuance of the svstem of prohibition, was precisely the same. — 
Another subject to which he wished to direct the attention of a Com- 
mittee, if he succeeded in procuring its appointment, was the state of 
what are called the emporia for our India trade. The emporium of 
Sincapore, he believed to have been established on sound commercial 
principles ; but at the same time he wished the state of that and other 
places to be submitted to the attention of a Committee, because he 
thought it would be found, thdt without some such places of traffic, the 
trade could not be beneficially carried on. The House might probably 
not be aware, that there were several productions of the East, in which 
the trade was under particular restrictions. The trade in 'spice, for in- 
stance, was locked up under one of the most extraordinary systems of 
monopoly the world ever saw, by the Dutch East India Company.^ That 
Company having got possession of all those islands in which the spices 
grow, and in ^ieh they are indigenous, resolved upon preserving their 
monopoly from all chance even of attack, by confining the production 
of particular spices to particular islands. For that purpose they se- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lected the itland <^ Amboyna at the place to grow cloves, and pre?ailed 
upon the chiefs or princes of the other neighbourtne islands'to root up 
all the clove trees to be found in their possession. In the same manner 
they made the Banda islands the place of growth for nutmegs, and 
sent yearly a fleet round the coasts of the whole of the islands, in order 
to secure the execution of their orders and the perfection of their mo- 
nopoly. It was true that this proceeding did them no good, and 
reduced the islands to a state of poverty — but they succeeded in fully 
securing the monopoly they desired. It was obvious how much benefit 
virouid accrue by establishing the free principles of trade, through the 
means of diese emporia, in. the seas of the Elistem Archipelago. In 
truth, the only trade which ever was beneficial there, or wnich greatly 
recompensed those engaged in it, was the free trade, before the mono^ 
polies established by the India Companies of England and Holland. At 
that time a trade of immense extent and importance was carried on 
with all the islands, and even with China and Japan ; and it was only 
the fatal effects of the restrictive system ¥rhich brought it to a termina- 
tion. It was the opinion of Mr. Cra¥rfurd, that the trade with China 
even could be carried on best by means of an emporium. — ^He hoped he 
might not be considered as trespassing too mu<m upon the patience of 
the House, after it had heard him with so much indulgence, if he said 
a few words as to the trade now carried on with China through the 
means of the city of Canton. It was a very singular fact, that al&ough 
all the purchases and sale of teas were made m Canton, there was not 
a leaf of the plant grown in that province of which Canton is the 
capital. The black teas, it was well understood, were grown in a pro^ 
yince three or four hundred miles from that cit^, and the ereen teas 
were brought from another province, seven or eight hundred miles up 
the country. The teas were brought to Canton by land carriage, or 
inland navigation, and there was an increase of cost of 60 per cent, in 
consequence. The provinces, however, from which the teas are taken^ 
are maritime provinces, and it was proved that the articles of their pro- 
duce could be conveyed by sea to an emporium, with nearly the same 
facility as if sent by sea to Canton. Mr. Crawfurd, who makes these 
statements, argues with great truth and justice upon the benefits which 
must therefore accrue from such Emporia, and upon the advantages 
which such a market must offer to the consumption, without restriction, 
pf the manufactures and productions of this country. To details such 
as these, continued the Honourable Gentleman, the House must turn, 
when it is called upon to consider the propriety of dissolving that mo- 
nopoly, which has existence, by law, to the year 1833. With such 
information collected by a Committee, must the House be provided, 
when it is required to determine upon the great question which will 
then be submitted to its. consideration; and therefore, if there was no 
better and stronger reason, he would contend, that a Committee ought 
in good time to prepare that information, which will thus be necessary, 
in order to decide rightly and fairly between the East India Company 
and the public. For that decision, a thorough knowledge, by inquiry 
before a Committee, on the state and resources of the Indian Archi- 
pelago, was, he repeated, indispensab}y requisite. He had thus endea^ 
youred to put the House in possession, within as small a compass 
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ponaMe, of a general outline of the commercial kdvaoiages whidh mtisC 
result to ihis country, from an extension of our trade with India ; and 
proved^ he hoped, enough to satisfy Honourable Members, that a trade 
of boundless extent might be carried on, by a removal oi restrictions 
under which our commerce at present labours. The policy had been 
too long pursued of endeavouring to derive wealth from India by means 
of revenue ; far better would it be to seek to derive wealth by improving 
our commercial relations with India — ^by promoting those liberal insti- 
tutions that create wealth — and by aiding her advancement through tkft 
application of those principles which we called into action in our inter-' 
course with the other nations of the world. A change was called for 
by justice ; it was rendered requisite by what was owing to the interests 
of India ; and it was demanded by a due regard to the promotioii of the 
commercial connexion between Great Britain and India. He would not 
fiirther trespass on the attention of the House than to move^ *^ That a 
Sdect Committee be appointed to inquire into the State of the Trade 
between Great Britain ind India.'' 

Ma.Slanet, in seconding the motion, hoped that the House would 
excuse any hesitation or difficulty he might betray in addressing the* 
House, almost' for the first time. He considered that the nature of the 
trade which had subsisted between this country and India, ever since 
our connexion with that vast and important country, was of that restrict 
live chairacter which denied to India the fair developement of her re^ 
sources, and the commercial advantages to which she was entitled. The 
preseiit motion was adapted to pave the way for a subject they must soon 
discuss^ involving the future government of a hundred millions of our 
fellow creatures subjected to our sway. A change in our system ought 
to take place, and other princif^es for the amelioration and improve- 
ment of India ought to be introduced, which^ by their practical appli-< 
cation, might remove the many blots from our legislative and commer^ 
ctal policy towards India. Mr. Gibbon had said, in reference to India, 
that " the richest and most extensive provinces of the conqueror of the 
Great Mogul now belonged to a company of Christian merchants in a 
small island in the Northern Sea." He wished to see that commercial 
connexion accompanied by those improvements, and by the extension 
of those privileges and favours, which were so essential to promote the 
prosperity of nations, and which would show that we were yet governed 
by great principles ; and he hoped that the period would soon arrive, 
when the seeds of freedom, sown in India, as they had formerly been 
in America, by the hand of England, would-^and at no distant day — 
bloom and flourish in the very heart of Asia. 

Mr. Let c ester said there were many reason^ which induced him 
to support the motion for a repeal of the high duty on East India 
8«gar. First, he f^lt bound to support it from a regard to consistency; 
for what could be more inconsistent than to adopt principles of free 
trade^ in our commercial relations with ail other nations, and to deny 
tiie extension of them to a country with which we were so closely con- 
fiected, — ^to be forging fetters and raising barriers against it in our 
Indian possessions? Secondly, justice induced him to support the 
motion; for what, he would ask, could be more unjust than to cat 
down the English landlord to the lowest pointy while he was bound ts 
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pav high prices to support partial interests? It was also called for by 
policy: for what could be more impolitic than, when the heresy of 
^nigration found advocates, owing to the prerailing want of employ* 
nient, to shut out the means of extending our commerce, and thus 
aecuring new employment? The motion ought to be supported also 
orn the ground of humanity ; for where was die humanity of seeing the 
workmg manufacturers reduced to the lowest wages, and by enhancing 
the prices of sugar and tea, by means of the high duties inrposed on 
them, deprive them of the power of purchasing these, and of mixing 
one drop of sweet in the letter cup which they were doomed to drink ? 
Besides, the pres^dt high rate of duty on East India sugar tended to 
aggravate the dreadful tax imposed upon us by the maintenance of the 
slave' system, the countenance and support of which were not only 
shockii^ to humanity, but injurious to t^e West Indians themselves. 
All these monopolies ought to be swept away. It was a grievance, an 
if^ry^ an insult to prolong them. Lastly, he hoped the measure mig^t 
be carried for the sake of Ireland ; and he would take this oppcurtunity 
of saying, that he was favourable to the present Administration, and he 
was ante that nothing could contribute more to their popularity thaa 
their support of this motion ; for ther^ was no motion the acquiescence 
in which could .be more in conformity with public opinion. In con^ 
<^uding, he alluded to the danger of a non-consuikiption agreement of 
West India sugar among the people, if the measure were refused. 

Mr. Huskisson commenced by adverting to what had fallen from 
the last speaker. With respect to a non-consumption agreement of 
West Indian fHroduce, there was no novelty in that suggestion. It had 
been talked offer several years, without producing any results. Much 
as had been said upon it, the iact was, die consumption of British 
plantation sugar had increased in the last year ; the amount paid in as 
duty upon it, covering drawbacks and other chaiiges, was 5,000,000/. 
being more than had been ever paid in one year. — He fully agreed with 
hia Honourable Friend in all the principles he had laid down in his able 
and luminous speech ; and he fully admitted that it was the interest 
and duty of a country like this, to endeavour to open new channels of 
trade, and to afford increased facilities to those that were already open. 
But it was its duty, likewise, in giving encouragement to new commer- 
cial speculations, to be cautious not to sanction any measure which may 
endanger or destroy established interests and subsisting institutions, 
especially institutions of our own creation, which had grown up under 
CMir fostermg care, and were specially entided to our protection. And 
here he would remark, as to the low wages of the manufacturing 
classes, diat after suffering great and long privadons, which they bore 
with exemplary padence, diere was an increased demand at present, 
which enabled the master manufacturers to give better wages, and to 
enable a greater number of workmen to obtain employment. But to 
return to the prindjdes of free trade and the extension of commercial 
intercourse, dwelt upon by his Honourable Friend, he need not say, 
that as far as they could be made beneficially applicable, he concurred 
in the apphcadon of them; but it would be allowed, that all great and 
extensive changes were attended with di£Gk;ulty, and should be pro- 
ceeded in widi circumspecdon, and a due regard to other interests al- 
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zeftdy. established; and that, therefore, whatever new meamices or new 
systems were introduced, they should be so regulated as to involve no 
sacrifice of essential import from others. In reference to the remark 
upon this being a tax to support slavery, he (Mr. Huskisson) was no 
more partial to slavery than the Honourable Gentleman. No man, 
indeed, could be favourable to a system which was so pregnant wilii 
evils ; but legislators must remember, that the existing system in the 
colonies could not be ^eedily extinguished, without the ruin of both 
masters and slaves. His HonouraUe Friend had said, that the East 
Indies were rich in every kind of tropicsd produce : he admitted this ; 
but he wished to call the attention of the House to the relative circum-* 
stances of our trade with India. It first opened under a strict mono* 
poly of a Company of Merchants. We then received from them, under 
thicr monopoly, silk and cotton manufactures^^for which we exchanfed 
the pecious metals, which we obtained by the disposal of our own 
mianufactured goods in other parts of the wodd. This limited course 
of commerce was long continued. Meanwhile, in another part of our 
dominions, the West Indies, large interests had been formed, and Briti^ 
property to a large amount invested. It was our duty to attend to and 
secure those interests. In 1814, when the East India charter was 
renewed, the trade, which had hitherto been restrained, was opened to 
a certain extent, and new encouragements were given to individual en- 
terprise. In the situation which he unworthily filled, he, and those 
who co-operated with him, had taken every opportunity of giving faci- 
lities that might advance and improve that trade, and they would con* 
tinue to do so. But, in all these encouragements and relaxations, it was 
incumbent on them to take care not to create just alarm in the minds 
of West India Proprietors, to whose interests they were strongly bound; 
but rather to seek to reconcile those 'interests with those of the East 
Indies, by satisfying them that both may be augmented and maintained^ 
without unduly intedering or clashing with each other. It was his 
opinion, that the equalization of the rate of duties on sugar would not 
produce the great advantages which some contemplated from it. He 
would offer a few remarks upon this part of the subject. The British 
plantations grew fifty or sixty thousand hogsheads of sugar more than 
could find consumption in this country ; and which must find vent in 
foreign markets. And it was as possible for East India sugar to find 
a vent in these markets, as the sugar of any other country. If the 
East India sugar could be manufactured at so much cheaper a rate 
than British Plantation sugar, why did it not enter the competition that 
was open at any of the foreign markets ? A vessel might sail from 
Calcutta, or from any part of the East Indies, and enter into com-* 
petition at Hamburgh or Dantzic, or any other European port, with the 
sugar of Cuba or Brazil, or any other country ; and if this superior 
cheapness was possessed in the manufacture, why was it not found to 
be preferred abroad to the sugar of every other country ? He there- 
fore apprehended that the advantages derivable to the East Indies from 
an equalization of duties would be by no means so great as they had 
been described by some. But although he did not anticipate such im-r 
portant results as some did from the proposed equalization of sugar 
duties, yet he was ready to achnit that there were many topics touch^ 
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upon bv his Honourable Friend which required attention, and whi<:h he 
assured him had engaged much. of his time. Some difficulties had 
recently been remored ; some facilities had been recently afforded ; the 
removad of Bome further difficulties, and the granting of further faci- 
lities, were under consideration ; and he thought the result would be 
more satisfactor^r if they were left m &eir present course, than if placed 
under the direction of such a Committee as his Honourable Friend 
moved for. Many alterations in other respects, relating to trade, 
which the country approved of, had been introduced without such a 
Committee, and the same might be done in this case. He oontem«» 
plated, indeed, several changes which might be made beneficially for 
the trade of India; for example, the removal of the difference of duty 
between the raw material of cotton and other articles imported from the 
East Indies and other countries. This was a subject that required re* 
consideration, and one in whi^h the trade of India laboured under a 
disadvantage. He would propose, that these articles should be sub^ 
jected only to the same duty as similar articles imported from all other 
places,. The knowledge and mformation best calculated to effect diese 
alterations with advantage, were to be procured more easily throUffh 
the official means of intelligence which he possessed, than through ^ 
Committee proposed by the Honourable Member. The changes which 
it was expedient to introduce into the principles of our trade with India, 
were changes which circumstances had now rendered necessary. The 
relative circumstances of this country and of India, commercially con- 
sidered, had undergone a most material alteration. Instead of being a 
country importing manufeictures extensively from that part of the world, 
we had become a country exporting extensively to it. In that part of 
the Honourable Gentleman's speech which related to the making of 
free ports in India, there was much in which he entirely concurred; 
and it was with a feeling of great personal satisfaction that he did so, 
for he had done all that he could to place the ports of Sinoapore, 
Penang, and Malacca, on the most perfect footing of free ports. In 
those places there did not at present exist any obstacle to perfect free- 
dom of trade. It was infinitely better to look to the future for financial 
benefits to.be derived from those sources, and to trust to the increased 
revenue which the growth of their prosperity would necessarily occa- 
sion, than to seek for a trifling temporary advantage by the imposition 
of duties which, however small, might have the effect of driving away 
commerce altogether. The effect of the system which had been intro- 
duced, as far as it could at present be judged of, was most satisfactory ; 
and what might be its ultimate results upon the trade with China, and 
with the immense population in other parts of the Indian seas, no one 
could anticipate. For his own part, he confessed that he was exceed- 
ingly sanguine upon the subject ; and that he looked forward to the 
most extensive commercial intercourse, under the British flag, throughout 
the whole range from the western parts of America and the eastern 
parts of Asia. It was the duty of the British Government to prepare 
Uie ground, to lay the highway for such an intercourse ; and he could 
assure the Honourable Member for Bridgenorth, that it was a duty of 
which his Majesty's present Government never for a moment lost sight 
He agreed in almost all th^ general principles concerning trade which 
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i^e Honourable Mover had propounded, and as far as they could be 
fairly and justly brought into practice, he was anxious to see them pro- 
moted. He admitted that if any impost were proved to be unjust, it 
was the duty of Parliament to consider how it could be repealed. He 
was calmly and deliberately bent upon doing justice to the commercial 
relations of the country : they constituted a subject to which he looked 
with the deepest and roost anxious interest, and which he hoped to 
bring into a gradual improvement. He wished in every respect to im- 
prove the trade in the East, without at the same time sacrificing' that of 
the West. He thought he could see his way through alterations for 
the benefit of both ; but if they were hurried or forced, their advantage 
would be risked, and his ultimate object defeated. The only suggestion 
which he wished to throw out to the Honourable Gentleman, was the 
expediency of postponing an inquiry into this subject until the result of 
the experiments which were at present trying had more distinctly ma- 
nifested themselves. He had not the slightest inclination to throw any 
impediment in the way of inquiry; on the contrary, he was solicitous 
it might take place ; but it certainly^ appeared to him that it was de- 
sirable to defe^ it nntil the success of the measures which had already 
been adopted, and the expediency of extending them, should be more 
fiilly ascertained. He was quite prepared to admit, that the regulations 
respedting tJtie refining of sugar were not of the most satisfactory kind; 
but that was a subject of difficulty, open to conflicting opinions ; still 
he hoped to efiect an improvement in it, so as to satisfy all parties. He 
preferred, as a general plan of action, to move gradually and progres- 
sively, without giving a sudden shock to subsisting institutions^ opinions, 
iand prejudices ; and he was quite persuaded that, by following that 
system, he should best remedy the existing grievances. By modifying 
the laws for the refining of sugar, he believed he should best promote 
this essential manufacture ; but at the present period of the session, he 
must object to embark in the large inquiry which his Honourable 
Friend's motion comprehended. It was not that he differed from him 
on any of the principles which he had advanced. So far from that, as 
was well known, he was a warm advocate for the application of those 
principles as extensively and as promptly as they could be applied, con- 
sistently with what was due to existing interests ; but it was because 
he was persuaded that the present was not the fittest moment for the 
inquiry, and that, when they were in possession of the result of what 
was now going on, they would proceed to that inquiry with a much 
greater probability of an advantageous issue. The appointment of a 
Committee at present might create alarm and excite exasperation, at a 
moment when he was anxious to show the parties interested that the 
alarm was unfounded, and the exasperation uncalled for. There was 
only one point on which he differed in opinion from the Honourable 
Gentleman. He seemed to consider, that to throw open the trade to 
India would have the efiect of increasing the manufacturing industry of 
Ireland. He was at a loss to see how that efiect could be produced. 
The probability of the inctease of manufactures in Ireland must depend 
materially and principally on the prbtedtion experienced by propeity in 
that country, and the advantages thereby secured to those whose m* 
terests were connected with manufactoring pilosperity. He was h^ppy 
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to say that manufactures kad begun in Irdand. He sincerely trusted 
that they would increase^ Many circumstances induced him to believe 
that they would do so; but he did not believe that any alteration of 
liie law for regulating the duty on sugar would have the effect of 
affording employment to the populaticm of Ireland — an object which 
depended on very different circumstances. He .would not take up any 
more of the time of the House. He had sketched an outline of what 
appeared to him to be some of the most imporUnt considerations on 
^is most important subject. He hoped he had shown that he did not 
entertain the slightest wish to interfere with the progress of improve- 
ment, or to prevent the extension of sound commercial principles ; but 
<he repeated his conviction that those objects would be best attained by 
abstaining at present from an inquiry which would be more beneficial 
hereafter. The time must come when the subject would be more ripe 
for consideration, and then it would be imperative to enter into a full 
investigation of all the circumstances 1:onnected with it. 

Lord Milton expressed his satisfaction with what had fallen from 
the Right Honourable Gentleman. He had felt exceedingly anxious 
to support his Honourable Friend's motion; and if theHight Honoura- 
ble the President of the Board of Trade had of^osed it, he (Lord Mil- 
ton) should have felt himself bound to support it. But after the fair 
and candid manner in which the Right Honourable Gentleman had 
treated the subject, he really thought that a postponement of the in- 
quiry would be more conducive to the object which his Honourable 
Friend had in view, than its immediate adoption. He thought that the 
laws which related to ih^ trade with India, ought to be taken into 
consideration as early asit would be advisable to do so, with a view 
to such an alteration in them as might be advantageous to the geum^l 
interests. Upon the whole, however, it appeared to him to be better to 
leave the subject in the hands of a Government entertaining just views 
respecting it, rather than at present to appoint a Committee, in which 
the proceedings might be calculated to produce irritation. 

Mr. Phillips said he had the satisfaction to state that the manii- 
factiires of Lancashire were experiencing a considerable revival. Al- 
though this revival had been tardy, he had always regarded it as 
certain. He did not attach the same importance which many did to 
U)e lowering of the duties on East India sugar. The effect of such a 
measure would be comparatively trifling ; but with regard to the trade 
to India, it was a subject on which he felt great interest. He recol- 
lected the time when he had anticipated many events connected with that 
trade which had since come to pass, and that even cotton piece-goods 
would be sent from this countiy to the East Indies. At that period, 
he had been treated as an enthusiast and a visionary. What had since 
occurred, however, had proved the justness of his anticipations, and had 
proved the advantages consequent on an adherence to the principles of 
free trade. He firmly believed that the exports from this country to 
India would be much greater than they were, if the existing obstacles 
were removed and the Company were to pursue a liberal policy. If, in- 
stead of deterring, they would encourage his Majesty's subjects to go 
and settle in India, they would at the same time increase their own re- 
venue, and aMtterially contribute to the improvement and extension of 
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eommerce. Was it not eyident, that V iDleyigent persons were en- 
courafed to go out and settle in India^ that the manu&ctures of that 
country and its cuHure too of cotton, silk, &c. would soon be gready im- 
proved ? But such obstacles were throwti in the way by the Company, 
that these persons were obliged to abandon their plans in despair. 

Sib. Charles Forbes thanked the Honourable Mover for the very 
powerful statement which he had made of his opinions ; and congra^ 
tulated the country and India on the unusual attention which the 
question had now experienced in the. House of Commons. He would 
not say a single word word further than to declare, that feelii^, as he 
did, the greatest attachment to India, he trusted that the gTeat question 
of its commercial interests would be left in the hands of the Right Hon- 
ourable Gentleman, who, he had no doubt^. would deal with it as he 
was dealing with all other questions of a similar nature. He had 
the greatest confidence in the Right Honourable Gentleman, and in 
the principles upon which he was acting. 

Mr. Stkes was greatly satisfied with the tone of the Right Honoura- 
ble the President of the Board of Trade's speech, and perfectly coin- 
cided with him in his general commercial principles. He was anxious 
that some measures should be adopted with less delay than he seemed 
to contemplate for the improving and extending the trade with India. 
He had not heard from that Right Honourable Gentleman a 
single reason which to him Appeared to have the very slightest co- 
gency for continuing the protecting duties on East India sugar. He 
wished he could have heard from his intelhgent mind, even the 
colour of a reason why an impost should be continued, which he 
afiirmed was no benefit to the Webt Indies, and which he could not 
deny was a detriment to India and to England. He would take this op- 
portunity of stating that though he was not present at the time, he entirely 
concurred in the sentiments contained in the luminous speech made by 
the Right Honourable the President of the Board of Trade on 
shipping ; at the same time that he felt deeply foi^ the depressed situation 
of that interest. Circumstanced as he Was, he had ample opportuni- 
ties of knowing the extent of the evils which they were enduring; 
although he believed that those evils were not owing to the relaxation 
of the Navigation Laws, or the introduction of the reciprocity system. 
And yet, loiowing a^ he did the distressed state of the shipping in^^ 
terest, he felt that it behoved Parliament and his Majesty's Government 
to look out for quarters where that interest might obtain employmeht ; 
and he could not see any opening so likely to be advantageous to the 
shipping interest as* the encouragement of trade with the East Indies. 
If the duty were taken off East India sugar, a larger quantity of 
sugar would necessarily be imported into this country, which, added 
to the distance from which it would be brought, must greatly increase 
the amount of tonnage that would be employed. It was principally 
on that ground that he was disposed to press the speedy consideration 
of this important subject. He did not see any way in which the 
shipping interest could be relieved from th^ir present depression, except 
by increasing the commerce of the country ; and he did not see any 
way by which the commerce of the country could be so effectually 
increased as by opening and cultivating die trade with tiie East Indies. 
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Nor did lie believe that the repeal of the duty oo Bast India sugar 
would eveotuaily be injurious to the West India planteri who was now 
placed in that factitious and unnatural state that all his profits were 
at present derived, not from the fair results of the investment of capital 
in sugar planting, but from the mere effect of tlie drawbacks and profits 
allowed him at the heavy charge of this country. 

Mr. Ross observed, that the whole of the bounties to which the 
Honourable Gentleman had just alluded, were abolished last year. 
It ought to be remembered that we ourselves had encouraged the West 
Indies to look for a monopoly, by the monopoly, in supplying them with 
the articles they wanted, which we had established for a long time 
against them in our own favour. How far it might be proper to con* 
tinue the protecting duties in favour of the West India Colonies^ he 
would not undertake to say ; but he thought that the best mode would 
be for the Honourable Member to withdraw his motion for the present, 
and leave the matter to his Majesty's Government 

Mr. W, Smith. Whether his Honourable Friend chose to withdraw 
his motion or not, it was obvious that the argument of the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, that the duties on East India sugar did no 
good, and that their abolition could do no harm to the West India 
sugar growers, was one which cut its own throat ; for, if that was the 
case, why retain the duty on the East India sugar, or why indeed call 
for an inquiry at all ? This was a proof that the argument was not 
confided in even by those who used it, or, at least, that they laboured 
under a very great delusion on the subject. If the argument, however, 
was good for any thing, and if the West India sugar-growers would 
really not be injured by the reduction of the duty on East India sugar, 
then let the peof^e of England at least have that satisfaction which 
they had implored in at least 500 Petitions. If the continuance did no 
good and the reduction would do no harm to the West India growers, 
that was an irrefragable reason why the reduction should immediately 
take place. — ^The Right Honourable Gentleman had said, that it would 
be more convenient to enter upon the full examination of the subject 
at another period. In this way the matter might be postponed for 
five or six years, till the East India Company came again for a re- 
newal of their Charter. Such a postponement would be a great 
disadvantage indeed, and he could not see why the matter should be 
so long delayed. — He had also talked of the five millions sterling of 
revenue which the country derived from West India sugars ; but would 
not sugar pay the same revenue when brought from any other 
quarter ?— It had been argued that the East Indies were best adapted 
to the cultivation of cotton, and the West Indies to the cultivation 
of sugar. But it had been long the impression of his mind, produced 
by the fullest consideration he had been able to give the subject, that 
the cultivation of cotton would be much preferable, even for the West 
Indies themselves. It was well known, that the slave population of 
the West Indies decreased in proportion to the cultivation of sugar, 
and increased in proportion to the cultivation of other articles. A 
greater service, therefore, could not be done to the West Indies than 
to make it the interest of (he planters to decrease the cultivation of 
sugar^ and increase the cultivation of other articles. It had be^n said, 
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that we ought to allow tiiB West Indi* planters a monopoly m favour 
of their sugar, since we had taken to ourselves the monopoly of 
supplying Uiem with necessaries. But we had now given up the greater 
part if not the whole of that monopoly.— If his Honourable Friend 
should think it proper to withdraw his motion, he trusted the Right 
Honourable Gentleman would follow up the views which he seemed 
disposed to adopt with as* little delay as possible. 

Mr. Bernal regretted that the Member for Norwich had permitted 
himself to make the remarks he did on the West Indies. He denied 
that the decrease of the West India slave population was caused by the 
cultivation of sugar; and he had expected more candour from his 
Honourable Friend than appeared in his encouraging the clamour out 
of doors on this subject against the West India body. It might pos- 
sibly be that the country would derive equal duties from sugar if 
brought from other quarters ; but at least they ought not to give up 
a valuable revenue without inquiry. He, by no means meant to deny 
that at present the West Indians were considerable gainers by the 
manner in which the drawback on refined sugar was regulated, though 
he did not think that, with the excess of production above our own con- 
sumption, they were gainers by the protecting duty. 

Mr. Brougham expressed his high satisfaction at the tone in which 
this discussion had been generally conducted, and particularly at the 
way in which the Right Hon. Gentleman on the floor had displayed his 
own views, and that of the Government, on the most important subject 
involved in it. He was a warm friend to the inquiry proposed by the 
Hmiourable Member for Bridgenorth — an inquiry which would hare a 
strong tendency to give new life to our commerce and manufactures, 
and afford a most seasonable relief to our artizans and labourers. He, 
therefore, would be the last man to tender his advice to his Honourable 
Friend to withdraw his motion, had it not been for the candid and 
Hberal views expressed by the Right Honourable Gentleman, and the 
admirable temper which he had evinced when speaking on this topic. 
He hoped, therefore, that, under the present circumstances, his Ho- 
nourable Friend would feel himself justified in not pressing his propo- 
sition. If his Honourable Friend and the House should agree to that, 
he would merely notice one or two things which appeared to him 
to be erroneous, and which he wished might not go forth to the 
public uncontradicted. He certainly could not agree with the Right 
Honourable Gentleman below, that the West Indies derived i^fo benefit 
from the discriminating duties imposed on East India sugars. If 
that proposition were sound it would put an end to the discussion at 
once. If it were clear that the West Indies derived no benefit from 
^is duty on East India sugars, that duty ought to be taken off at once, 
without any further inquiry. The very reason for inquiry was, on that 
hypothesis, completely done away ; and, therefore, there could be no 
need for it; since everything which could be object of inquiry was 
attained by the admission. It would be the very height of absurdity 
to continue it for a single day longer> because it would be to inflict 
serious injury on some parties without the slightest corresponding advain- 
to any otber. They were told that we ought not to compel the East 
Indies to raise sugar. We did not propose to force tliem to raise any 
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Mng ; bat only said, ^' Withdraw tour unjust restriction^, and let 
them raise what they like." Indeeti, if there was any forcing m that 
case, It was in the effect of the present system of heaVy duties on East 
India sugars, to -force the West Indies, by such an unnatural stimulus, 
to produce them. His Honourable Friend (Mr. Bemal, to whose can- 
dour he was always happy to bear testimony,) admitted that our present 
regulations operated as a bounty on West Incfia sugars ; and, therefore, 
the evil of a forced production, was applicable, if anywhere, to the 
West, and not to the East Indies. And from our haying extended 
thii preference to the Mauritius alone, the only slave colony of all our 
Asiatic dominions, it appeared as if our system were to give bounty and 
protection to the masters of slaves, and to withhold it fVom the 
employers of free men.* He hoped that they might live to see the 
dawn of a better day in the management of our colonies ; and looking 
to what had been said by the Right Honourable Gentleman on the floor, 
it might be expected that that day was not very distant ; and therefore 
he refrained from resorting, on the present occasion, to any of those 
harsher arguments which might be employed on the occasion. With 
respect to the East Indies, he could not help looking, with eager antici- 
pation, and very high expectations, to the results of a full and complete 
inquiry into the commerce and the capabilities of that country, and the 
improvement in our own trade and manufactures which must follow. He 
could not help exulting in the brilliant prospects which such an inquiry 
presented, and to which, in his opinion, it must almost necessarily lead. 
He was convinced that, upon a full revision of the condition of ouv 
Asiatic territories, it would appear that we did not at present at all un- 
derstand the extent to which the East India traffic might be carried, 
and that tlie i|ltimate effects would be beyond everything of which we 
had at present any conception. He would perhaps be permitted to 
mention one simple fact in illustration of what he meant: when he was 
lately at Lancaster, a commercial gentleman of that place showed him 
orders which he had received for a vast number of pieces of calico for 
the East India market, and he desired him to look at Johnson's Dicti- 
onary, and there he would find the word " Calico" mentioned as the 
name of a fine fabric imported from Calicut, in the East Indies. In 
India, at that time, they manufactured largely of this article for their 
own use, and exported it largely to us. But now the process was 
reversed, and we imported the raw material from them, and exported to 
them the same fabric, but more highly finished, and of a better quality- 
This was only a small sample of what might be made of this trade, if 
it were lef^ perfectly free and unfettered. Looking at the matter in this 
point of view, he was convinced that the investigation would enable the 
Grovernment to do its duty towards the countless millions of India; 
while the process would be attended with the double advantage of pro- 
moting tlie interests of the people of India, while it afforded the very 
best and most effectual relief to our population at home. 

Mr. Wynn observed, that as British" manufactures had superseded 
those of India, we were absolutely bound, in justice to our subjects 
there, and in sound policy, to extend the trade with that country as much 

* Some vmxm diMsmsUn had t^tken place ai to the Maurithis, which we omit 
as irrelevant. 
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as possible The attention due to the commerce of India, as well as to 
its arts and literature, had been much too long delayed; but measures 
had latterly been taken, with relation to them, which he trusted would 
redeem them from the neglect they had experienced. Under all the 
circumstances of the case, he hoped that his Honourable Friend 
(Mr. Whitmore) would postpone his motion. 

Mr. W. Whitmore, in reply, said that he yielded to the recom- 
mendation of his Honourable Friends, and would withdraw his motion, 
and leave the subject in the hands of the Right Honourable Gentleman, 
who had assured them that he intended to institute inquiries, with a 
▼lew to remedy what was objectionable in the existing system. He 
felt confident that he would see it right not to delay diose inquiries ; 
and above all, not to think of postponing them till the expiration of the 
Charter of the East India Company. If, however^ he was disappointed 
in this hope, he should feel justified and even bound again to call the 
'attention of the House to this important question. 
. The motion was then withdrawn. 



REMARKS ON WEST INDIAN MONOPOLY. 

We trust we shall be excused if we venture to subjoin to the above 
interesting and in the main most satisfactory discussion, a few expla- 
natory observations on some of the statements made in the course of it. 

It was asserted, by Mr. Huskisson, that no benefit whatever was derived 
to the West Indians from their monopoly of the British sugar market. 
Now, if this position were deemed to be correct, it does seem extraor- 
dinary that that monopoly should be prolonged. It cannot be denied 
that the desire of its abolition is very general throughout the kingdom, 
and has b^en expressed in innumerable petitions to Parliament. 
Neither can it be denied that this monopoly is felt, and that it unques- 
tionably operates, as a grievance in the case of large classes, both in 
this country and in British India, who complain of its pressure, and 
who oidl for its extinction. Under these circumstances, nothing can 
be conceived more ungracious, than to reject a prayer so consonant to 
all the recognized principles of our commercial policy, and to retain 
restrictions offensive and injurious, as well as unjust to multitudes, 
while it is admitted that they yield no advantage to any other party. 
It is perfectly obvious, that if this statement were believed to be true, 
there could be no ground for caution or hesitation as to the course to 
be taken : it would be both unreasonable and absurd to continue the 
monopoly in question for a single hour. If it is to be maintained in spite 
of all the strong reasons which exist for abolishing it, this must arise from 
a conviction the very opposite to that which has been expressed, namely, 
that considerable benent is in some way or other derived from it by the 
West Indians. And it is some presumption, at least, in favour of this 
opinion that they and their partizans (among whom we should be sorry, 
to number the Right Honourable Gentleman,) are alone eager to defend 
and protect this monopoly. 

One ground assigned for believing that the monopoly is of no real 
benefit to the West Indians, is that as more of their sugar is imported 
into this country than is consumed there, the surplus being exported 
to the continent^ its price cannot be enhanced in consequence of 



Digitized by 



Google 



, Remarks on the Wat Indian Monopoly. 179 

liie monopoly ; because the price on die continent mult tiecessarily regu- 
late the price in England. Admitting this as a general principle, yet, 
we would ask, how it happens, that though the West Indians are now 
at liberty to export their surplus directly from their plantations to the 
continent, they prefer sending it first to England, and then from Eng- 
land to the continent, though' it thus becomes loaded with double 
freight, insurance, commission, and shipping and landing charges? 
This otherwise strange proceeding is to be explained, only on the 
principle of tiieir deriving, in some way, a very great advantage from 
their monopoly of the British market. And the fact is, that the drawback 
on the refined sugar exported from this country is so regulated, as not 
only to compensate to the West Indian planter the heavy extra charges 
just mentioned, but to afford him a considerable profit besides, all 
which must obviously come out of the pockets of the people of this 
country. 

It is a further proof of the correctness of this view of the subject, not 
only that no raw sugar is shipped directly from the West Indies to the 
continent, (except in a case to which we shall presently advert,) though 
the continental ports are open to receive it ; but that the whole quan- 
tity exported thither from this country in a raw state in 1825, for 
example, did not exceed 200 tons, and was probably not even intended 
for sale Uiere, being evidently not more than might be required for the 
use of the crews of the ships engaged in the trade between Great 
Britain and the continent. Besides this, there were, in that year, 
320,971 cwt., or 16,049 tons of refined sugar exported to the continent, 
which, reckoning (as it is reckoned in the custom-house returns) 
at the rate of 34 cwt of raw for each 20 cwt. of refined, would seem to 
exhibit an export of 545,652 cwt. of raw, or 27,283 tons. 

The law at that time allowed to the exporter of one ton of refined 
sugar a drawback of 46/. And if it had required 34 cwt of raw to 
produce a ton of refined sugar, this would have been an equitable 
arrangement But, in truth, 30 cwt of raw sugar is equal, or more 
than equal to the production of 20 cwt. of refined, besides leaving a con- 
siderable residuum, after refinement, of both bastards and molasses. 

The calculation may be thus made : — 
30 cwt of raw sugar yield about 75lbs. per cwt. or about 
20 cwt. in all, of refined ; on which, previous to July, 
1826,* a drawback was allowed on exportation of . . £46 
Besides the refined sugar, 30 cwt. of raw yield about 
392 lbs. or 3} cwt. of bastards : these come into the 
home market nearly on the same footing with raw, which 
pays a duty of 27s. per cwt. being therefore equal to . 4 14 6 
They also yield about 504 lb. or 4 J cwt of molasses, which 
coming mto the market on the same footing with that 
paying a duty of 10s. per cwt. are equal to . . 2 5 

Making in all £52 19 6 
Now the whole duty actually paid on the raw sugar which 

produced all this was, on 30 cwt. at 27s. • . . 40 10 

licaving a gain of £12 9 6 
Or nearly 8s. 4(f. on each cwt. of the raw sugar so manufactured, and 
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making therefore a profit to the West Indians, on the wWle of our 
imports from the British dominions (180,000 toois) of about a mHUon 
and a half, instead of the 1,200,000/. at which it was usually reckoned. 

Such was the state of things before the recent change in the mode o€ 
regulating the drawback. 
Now, instead of 46Z. there is drawn back on each ton of 

refined sugar exported a sum of . . • . £41 8 4 

The other advantages of bastards and molasses remaining 

the same, amount to 6 19 ^ 

Making in all £48 7 10 
Now the duty paid on 30 ewt, is still only . . . 40 10 
So that there is left on this transaction, even now, a gain, on 
every 30 cwtof raw sugar, expbrted in a refined state, £7 17 10, being 
equal to a little more than 5s. 3d, per cwt. 

In having stated, therefore, the bounty to have been 6s. pet cwt. 
before the recent alteration, and only 3s. since, We have been consider- 
ably below the mark ; that bounty appearing to have been 8s. 4rf. be- 
fore its reduction, and being still, as it appears to us, 5s. 3d. 

We admit it to be open to the West Indians to day, that We have 
estimated the quantity of refined sugar obtained from a cwt. of raW too 
high, when we state it at 741b. to 75lb. : but we think not : and if an 
investigation were only allowed, we are confident it would be shown 
that even this estimate is below the truth. Indeed, the arrangeihent of 
the drawback, which allows 41/. 8s. 4d. to the exporter, seems to as- 
sume that only 30§ cwt. of raw are required for the produxjtioh Of a ton 
of refined; and even if that calculation were correct, the gain would still 
be 6/. 19s. 6d. per ton, or 4s. 7Jc/. per cwt. of rtlw sugar. 

The yielding of 30 cwt. of raw sugar is, on the above calculation, 
ilearly as follows : — 

Refined sugar . 20 cwt. 
Bastards . . 3| 
Molasses . • ^l 
Waste . . . 2^ 

30* 

If the operation of this bounty extended only to the quantity actually 
exported, its effects would be comparatively trifling. We should be 
paying to the West Indians from 120,000/. to 140,000/. in order that 
so much of their sugar as went abroad might be sold at a cheaper rate 
to our neighbours than we ourselves can obtain it for ; but precisely 
in the same degree as the price of the sugar we export is thus lowered 
to them, is the price of our whole consumption enhanced to qs. This 
effect is inevitable ; and the enormous extent to which it operates upon 
us as a tax, for the benefit of the West Indies, has been already shewn. 

If it be said, in reply to all this, that in stating the West India 
monopoly to be productive of no advantage to the West Indians, it 
was intended not to speak of the bounty, which is a matter that does 
not injure the East Indies, and only concerns the people of England, 

* We do not vouch for the perfect accuracy of these statements. We proceed 
necessarily oq data more or less uncertain. This very uncertainty, however, 
orms a strong reason for a Committee. 
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but of the PROTECTiifo DUTY alone; ** If the people of England^^ we 
presiiime it will be argued, ** choose, in their extreme liberality, to give 
the poor West Indiaa planter eight or nine, or any other nutnber of 
hundred thouBaad pouods annually, wherewith to pay for his drivers 
Qnd his overseers, his stocks and his whips, his workhouses and 
his gibbets abroad; or for his splendid establishments, and seats 
inparliameiit at home; is it not most unreasonable in you abolitionists 
faotiousJy to find fault with them on that score ? Why should you in- 
tervene, to stop the free course of thdr eleemosynary contributions ? It 
is not above a sixth part of what they xaise, without a murmur, to feed 
the paup^ism of £ngland« The planters indeed are paupers of another 
grade, but still they ace paupers. Let us not grudge them this trifling 
boo«iu It would be cruel to drive them to lay down their equipages ; 
and to abandon their seats in parliament ; and to go over to a burning 
climate, in order to look alter their slaves, and to arrest the waste of life 
which is gjoin^ on among them. Let us have pity upon them ! Let 
us do as we would be done by !" 

. Leaving this appeal in favour of the bounty to produce its due efiect, 
we will neiEt tiuu to the protectmg duty. Here we freely admit, that 
i^ is of the nature of all impolitic restrictions on trade to do little or no 
good to those in whose favour they are enacted, compared with the evil 
fcey inflict on all besides. Thus it may possibly be with the pro- 
tecting duty in favour of West India produce. If, however, we were 
willing lo admit ths^ it did no good to the West Indians, the tenacity 
^ith which they cling to it, and which we cannot do them the injustice 
to believe springs from pure, disinterested malevolence, would convince 
us we were wrong .in our admission. They never could contend for it 
with ^e wamth and bitterness which they sometimes display, unless 
there weve some advantage to be derived from it. The amount of that 
sidvantage we have never pretended to be able accurately to appreciate. 
But whatever it be, it is at least sufficient, in their estimation, to be 
wor& a violent struggle to retain it; and, in that*of the President of 
the Board of Trade, to be worth the sacrifice of part of his high and 
well earned reputation for candour and consistency, in order to preserve 
it to them for a somewhat longer period. Generally speaking, it 
cannot be doubted, that the removal of this protecting duty, would 
have the efiect of materially cheapening one of the necessaries of life. 
H, at this moment the East Indian merchant can import, without loss, 
ten thousand tons of sugar annually, though loaded with an extra 
dutyi^f lOZ. a ton, it is not to be believed that, if the impost were re- 
moved, we should not have that sugar both cheaper and jn greater 
quaiktities. But independently of this circumstance, which may pro- 
bably explain the nature of the gain which the West Indians derive 
from the protecting duty, and the cause of the alarm with which they 
contetnplate its. removal, we ground ourselves upon the principle, so fully 
admitted by the President of the Board of Controul on this occasion, that 
its imposition is an act of absolute injustice towards the inhabitants 
of India — and we will add to that, an act of cruel injustice towards our 
starving manufacturers in the north, and towards the starving popula- 
tion of Ireland. It is a singular instance of partiality in the laws 
which regulate our commercial policy, that while, with such a lavish 
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handy wtt (Sspenstt our bounties to a few hundreds of West IncUaa 
planters; we refuse to the myriads of our Indian subjects, and to the 
swarming and starving population of Great Britain and Ireland, the 
fair use of therr energies, by removing the obstacles we have ourselves 
raised to it and which are declared to be a benefit to no party, merely 
because those planters object to this exercise of our justice and 
humanity. And it is no less singular an instance of inconsistency on 
the part of one of our most enlightened statesmen and political econo- 
mists, that he should be found throwing the broad shield of his re- 
putation and influence over such a system. 

. It was ingeniously stated in the course of the discussion^ that if it were 
true that the removal of the protecting dut^, on East India sugar for 
example, would produce all the results anticipated from It, then it must 
have happened that that sugar would have found its way to the con- 
tinent, and there have come into competition with the surplus sugar 
of the West Indies. — Now even if we could not discover any satisfao- 
tory way of escape from this dilemma, we should not the less believe 
that, if free scope were given to this trade, and if the galling re- 
strictions which fetter the British capitalist in India, and load with 
imposts the British merchant at home, were removed, the result itself 
would furnish the best solution of the difficulty. No one understands 
better than the President of the Board of Trade, the powerful effect 
produced, by the mere absence of restrictions, upon any particular 
branch of commerce. This was one of his main arguments in favour 
of his much maligned measures in respect to silk and shipping; 
and the result has proved it to be perfectly conclusive. He cannot 
doubt that it would prove equally so in this instance. 

But independently of this general and irrefragable ground of confidence, 
we would ask, whether it be not true that there exist a variety of impedi- 
ments to the kind of commerce, the absence of which is so strenuously 
alleged to be prima facie evidence against the probability of a large 
sugar trade with the East Indies ? If so, all we need say in reply is, 
" Remove your restrictions ; set free our energies ; and then if we do 
not succeed, abjure your own principles and revert to the exploded 
dogmas of other days.'' Unquestionably no great trade can be esta- 
blished all at once. It must have its beginning, and its gradual pro- 
gress^ Thus was it with East Indian indigo. At present, the culti- 
vation of sugar, by British capital, has not even commenced in that 
quarter. The discouragements both there and in this country are so 
great, as wholly to prevent the application of capital in that direction ; 
and until these discouragements are obviated, the trade must remain 
in its present state oT depression and insignificance. The necessities 
indeed of the merchant, not his own will, oblige him from time to 
time to bring sugar to this country as dead weight ; but if he were 
relieved from the burdensome tax he has to pay upon it, he would bring 
it freely and regularly, and its growth would increase to the full extent 
of his demand. It is not enough to say to him, you may carry the 
sugar of India to the continent His answer is, '* My voyage is to London. 
If I send it to the continent direct I shall have no dead weight for my 
sliip ; and if I send it to the continent, after having made the voyage 
to England, I shall send it under every possible disadvantage, and ^ 
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loaded with double charges, there also to meet, in some other countries, 
^t least, of Europe^ as well as in England, with protecting duties 
in favour of their own colonial produce. Besides, my transactions are 
with England. It is there I wish to form my establishments and to 
realize not only my profits, but my commissions, instead of transferring 
those commissions to foreigners ; — and, if I must submit to send 
my heavy goods, (my sugar, for instance,) to the continent, I must 
change my whole plan of trade, and send my light goods thither direct, 
as well as my heavy goods, form my establishments th^re, and abandon 
England entirely." Many other reasons might be assigned to shew 
that the real escape from the dilemma on the horns of which it has 
been attempted to place us, is to be found in the removal of the absurd 
restrictions which prevent the due developement of British capital and 
native industry in India ; and which most unjustly load with imposts, 
m this country, the produce of that capital and of that industry. 

We have said that there is one exception to the statement that no 
sugars go direct from the colonies of Great Britain to the continental 
market. It is the case of some estates in that part of Dutch Guiana, 
which, in 1814, was ceded to Great Britain, and in favour of which a 
stipulation was then obtained that their produce should not be brought 
hither, but carried to Holland. This was thought at the time to be a 
great boon to the proprietors. At this very moment, however, we un- 
derstand that those proprietors are earnestly pressing the Government 
of this country to relieve them from this injurious distinction, and to 
permit them to send their sugars to the British market, the loss to 
them of not being allowed to pass through that market, notwithstand- 
ing the double voyage, being considerable. We have here an addi- 
tional proof of the heavy burden to which this country is subjected 
for the support of slavery. 

It is a farther confirmation of it, that a practice has recently grown 
up oi extracting from the molasses imported from the West Indies the 
sugar contained in it, and either bringing that sugar into consumption 
at home, or exporting it in a refined state to the Continent. It seems 
right to warn the Government of the extensive frauds which may 
thus be practised. It is obviously easy so to manage the manufacture 
of sugar in the West Indies, as that a very large proportion of 
saccharine matter shall be held suspended in the molasses ; and as the 
duty on molasses is only 10s. per cwt. it is further obvious, that on all the 
sugar that may be extracted from it, and brought into consumption at 
home, there might be a clear gain to the importer of 17^. per cwt. being 
the difierence between the duty on sugar and that on molasses. And 
supposing the sugar so produced to pass through the process of refine- 
ment, the gain would be materially greater. Thirty hundred weight 
of such raw sugar will have paid of duty on importation only the sum 
of 15/.; and ye{, when refined and exported, it may yield the same 
amo^nt of drawback, &c. on its exportation, as we have shown to be 
derived from the same quantity of Muscovadoi when refined and ex- 
ported, though 3t) cwt. of Muscovado pay a duty of 40/. lOs. on im^ 
portation. What is to hinder a sugar baker in this country, having a 
sugar estate in the West Indies, to import all his sugar, in me state o{ 
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a thick syri^>, at tb^ low rate of duty of lOi* a ton, and to receivd oto it« 
exportation, in a refined state, an amount of drawback which shall afford 
him a most enormous profit ? 



THE CASE OF MISS THRELFALL AND HER SLAVES. 

Being an Appeal to the Justice and Humanity of the British Parlia" 

menty in behalf of One Hundred and Twenty Black Men, Women, 
'_ and Children, whom it is proposed, for the profit of this Lady^ to 

transport from a British to a Danish Colony, 

Miss Thrblfall, an English lady, is the proprietor of 120 
negroes, now residing in Tortola, one of the Virgin Islands. Con- 
ceiving that she can employ them more profitably in the Danish island 
of St. Jan, where she also possesses land and slaves, than <m the com- 
paratively exhausted soil of Tortola, she desires the British Parliament 
to enable her to transport these 120 negroes from the latter to the 
former colony. 

Mr. Wiknot Horton having ^ven notice of his intentimi to prq)08e 
some amendments in the Consolidated Slave Trade Abolition Act, 
Miss Threlfall has announced her purpose of taking that opportunity 
to introduce, by means of certain friends she has detained in the House 
of Commons, a clause to the above effect. 

This project cannot but appear most extraordinary, to those who are 
aware that the removal of negroes from any British possession to that 
of any foreign power, for the purpose of being treated as slaves, has 
been ranked by statute with crimes of the deepest die : it is classed and 
punished as piracy. 

. The statement of tins lady indeed assumes, that the prohibition of 
such a transfer as she contemplates is of a recent date, '' arising,'' she 
asserts, *^ from the operation of the late act for consolidating the laws 
against the slave trade ;" and she complains of that act on this ground 
especially, as " affecting" her interests as the " proprietor of an estate 
in Tortola," and affecting also *' the welfare of the slaves employed 
upon it." 

This, however, is an entire misrepresentation of the facts of the case. 
In the year 1806, twenty-one years ago, the removal of slaves from a 
British to a ^eign possession was made, by the act of Geo. III. chap. 
62. a highly penal cdSence ; and in 181 1, it was made a felony, punish* 
able by transportation or the hulks. And the only new feature which 
has been introduced into the more recent act, of which Miss Threlfall 
complains, is, that the crime which she now asks the licence of Par* 
liament to perpetrate, instead of being punishable with transportation, 
may be punished with death. 

It is, therefore, not true that the difficulty which Miss ThrelfisU seeks 
to obviate is of recent creation. It has existed in full force for twenty- 
one years ; and the only real difference is, that now the offender, in- 
stead of being subjected to fine and forfeiture, or to exile or the hulks, 
may be consigned to the gallows. * 

Miss Threlfall, indeed, veiy ingenuously confesses, that she has for 
years been committing with impunity the very felon jr desc^bedand 
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punished by the act of 1611. She niiiy not be aware, otherwise she 
would hardly have made this rash confessioTii that by such conduct she 
has not only (pade herself liable to very heavy foifeiiures, but to the 
pains and penalties of felony. 

But whatever may be Miss Threlfall's liabilities in this respect, k is 
obvious that her plea, drawn from the recent date of this prohibition, is 
altogether unfounded. And it is equally unfounded, that there are in her 
case any new circumstances, any circumstances which have not existed 
in full force for the last twenty years. 

It would not have been a very modest request, to have-asked the 
British Parliament to violate its own deliberate enactments, ^even if the 
object were only to escape pecuniary penalties, and if tlie subjects of 
the prohibition were not human beings, but bales of goods. But in the 
present case, the boldness of the applicant extends to the request that 
rarliament would grant to her its licence to perpetrate an act which it 
has solemnly denounced, in the face of the country and of the world, 
as a crime worthy of deaUi ; and to grant this licence, regardless of 
the feelings and ^e future destiny of 120 humaa beings, who are to be 
the innocent and uaofiending victims of ita compliance. 

Suppose a smuggler, or even a highwaymaa, were to approach the 
bar of Parliament, applying for a statutory licence to. defhuid the 
revenue, or to plunder a certaiii number of his Majesty's subjects, and 
should enforce his application by a plea ad miserkorduxm in bekalf of 
his wife and children, whom with his diminished means he was no 
longer able to maintain ; would there, in such an application, be any 
thing more directly opposed to justice^ than in Ae application of this 
lady. Indeed her proposition is infinitely more revolting to kumankyy for 
it sacrifices the happiness of 120 men, women, and children, for the sole 
purpose of adding to Miss Threlfall's income. 

But we are told, (for it obviously would not have been decent to 

Sice the proposed measure on its real ground, the pecuniary profit of 
iss Threlfall,) we are told that this removal is called for by a regaird 
to the welfare of the slaves themselves, as well as to the interests of 
their proprietor. 

We will not affirm that this is known to be, but it most unquestion- 
ably is, an unfounded pretence. 

These negroes are to be taken from Tortola to St. Jan, because the 
soil of the latter colony, it is said, is more productive than that of the 
former. This, however, will be found to constitute one of the strongest 
reasons which humanity has to urge against the proposaU 

Putting the consideration of general principle wholly out of the 
question, it now stands proved by the most unquestionable statistical 
facts, furnished by the colonists themselves, that, throughout all the 
slave colonies, the duration of life, and the amount of comfort among 
the slaves, increases in proportion, not to the productiveness, but the 
unproductiveness of the soils they cultivate for their masters* benefit ; 
and also that the hope of deliverance from the bitter yoke of their bon- 
dage, is increased in the same relative proportion. 

If in Demarara the slaves decreaae rapidly, while in the Bahamas 
ibey incr^saae as fast as they decrease in Demarara, what is the grand 
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cause of this di^rence? It is that the soil of Demarara is so rich as 
not only to be capable of sugar culture, with all its attendant op- 
pressioti, but to make that culture a source of large comparative profit 
to the planter ; while the soil of the Bahamas is only fit for the growth 
of pasture and of provisions, and perhaps of a little cotton* 

Again, why does the population even of Barbadoes increase a* 
compared with that of Grenada, St. Vincents and Trinidad, but because 
the soil of these three islands is more productive than that of Barba- 
' does, and therefore affords a stronger stimulus to the rigid exaction 
of slave labour, and to the adoption of that species of cultivation, 
which in rich soils is most profitable to the master, while it is the most 
destructive to the life and comfort of the slave ? 

Every proprietor of a cotton mill, and every post horse master in the 
kingdom, fully understands the principle on which this apparent 
anomaly proceeds. — ^A high profit on the manufacture of cotton goods, 
will infallibly abridge the duration of the machinery which produces 
them. — A contested county election will probably kill or injure more 
horses in a month, than at another time would be killed or injured in 
a year. The profits indeed of the weaver, in the one case, and of the 
post boy in the other, might and probably would increase with the 
profits of their respective masters. So also would those of the negro 
labourer, if he were a free man, receiving wages in proportion to his 
exertions. But the negro labourer is a slave, and receives no wages. 
He is the machine worn down by friction ; or he is the post horse 
excited to undue and prolonged muscular exertion, by the whip and 
the spur, in order to swell the gains of his owner. 

By transporting slaves therefore from a less to a more productive 
soil, we insure for them, independently of a variety of other evils, an 
aggravation of the miseries of their lot, and an acceleration of debility 
and death. 

The poverty of the soil of Tortola, is a main reason assigned by 
Miss Threlfall, for desiring the expatriation of her slaves. The poverty 
of soil, however, of which she complains, is not. the incapability of 
producing provisions fit for the sustenance of the slaves, but of raising 
articles affording a profit to the owner. This is evidently no ground of 
complaint to her slaves, as we shall see presently. But if it were, 
wherein does her case differ from that of every other planter in Tortola ? 
Major Moody, whose authority may be relied upon as to this fact, states 
the deterioration of the soil, and its incapacity of profitably producing 
sugar, to be the universally and well-founded complaint of every 
owner of land in that island. If this reason should be admitted as 
valid for decreeing the exile of Miss ThrelfalFs slaves, it may be 
pleaded with precisely the same force for dooming the whole servile 
population of Tortola to a similar exile. 

If we may rely on the same authority, however, we mean that of 
Major Moody, such a measure, notwithstanding the poverty of the 
soil of Tortola, would infallibly prove a calamity and not a blessing to 
the slaves. 

The Major in one of his parliamentary reports, has given us, on the 
»ithority of a Dr. Stobo, whose conclusions he adopts as entitled to 
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cre<yt, th« following staiteinent of viiibh property poBiested by th« 
slaves of Tortola» consistkig of about 5000 meD, women, and children^ 
or about 1200 to 1500 families, via;.— 

Sterling. 
38 Horses at 7/. \0s. each . • . £285 

938 Head of horned cattle, at 5/. . . 4690 

2125 Goate at IO5 1002 10 

1208 Pigs at 10« 604 

33,120 Poultry at \s.6d. . . . . 2484 

23 Boats at 5/. 115 

Fish poU and fishing tackle . . . 123 10 

Buildings, chiefly in town . • . 700 

Furniture, utensils, &c. . • . 4968 

£15,032 



'' In the above,^' it is added, ^ I have not estimated the disposable 
portion of esculents and fruits ; and of cotton, raised by slaves. They 
cultivate on their own account, about 1675 acres of land, which is 
estimated to yield annually, 3/. 1 O5. sterling per acre, in total, 5862/. 1 0#. 
After supporting themselves, the surplus they dispose of at market, 
which amounts to a very considerable sum. The industrious also 
possess, in cash, considerable suras. I am fully satisfied they are 
possessed of capital, arising from the sale of stock and crop, to fully 
the amount of 5000/. steriing." — Parliamentary papers of 16th of 
March, 1825, No. 115, p. 152. 

The truth of this representation of the state of things, among the 
slaves in Tortola, rests on the authority of Dr. Stobo, sanctioned and 
substantiated by Major Moody. Assuming it to be true, it affords a 
fresh proof of the fact already established, that the unproductiveness 
of the soil, to the master, is not only compatible with the welfare of the 
slave, but a direct cause of his comparative comfort and prosperity ; 
the effect of such a circumstance being that he has both more land to 
cultivate, and more time for its cultivation, as well as for looking after his 
fruits and his esculents; his pigs and his poultry; his goats and his 
cattle ; his horses and his fishpots. 

No such estimate as the above can, we venture to say, be truly exhi- 
bited in those colonies which are comparatively fertile and productive. 

And it is from this state of comparative ease and comfort, and, ao* 
cording to Major Moody, of considerable capital, and even surplusage 
of enjoyment, that Miss Threlfall would doom her unoffending slaves 
to an exile necessarily involving the sacrifice of much of their little pe«- 
cuHum, and introducing them into a new situation where the soil is 
more productive, and therefore too good to be freely given to the slaves 
for their own use as in Tortola ; where indeed it may be of a fertility 
which renders their time and their muscular exertion too beneficial to 
their owner to be left at their own disposal, without the compelling and 
stimulating power of the cartwhip. 

Of the cruelty which must ever attend such removals, for such objects, 
W(B have a most striking illustration in an occurrence which took plao^ 
in the very same Island so recently as 1823 and 1B24. 
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In order to aoticipaite tiie pafisbg of Dr. LushiDgton'^ bill, ppobibitin^ 
tlie interooionial slave trade^ a planter of Tortola, of the name of Pidcer- 
^ ing, determined to remove thenee a gang of Slaves amoMnting to 
300 or 4^0 individuals. He first wished to obtain from Parlia- 
ment a licence to remove them to Demerara. Defeated io this object, 
and fearful that Dr. Lushington's bill would eflfectually bar the door 
against any similar transfer, he hurried them off to Trinidad, where it is 
known that, from the fertility of the soil, slaves yield about three times 
as much to the planter, ^hile they die almost three times as fast, as in 
Tortola. 

There lies on the table of the House of Commons a paper giving some 
account of this transaction. It is of the 3rear 1825, and is numbered 
235. We there learn that the slaves of Mr. Pickering manifested the 
very strongest reluctance to this measure, though at first it was pretend- 
ed to be merely for their benefit and entirely with their consent. This 
reluctance was not to be wondered at. They were all, like Miss Threl- 
fjsllV negroes, Creoles of the Island. They had, like hers, near oon- 
nexions in all the neighbourrag estates ; and they had acquired, as it may 
be presumed hers also have done, a considerable peouHum. They were 
DOW to be torn from their country and relations ; to be driven to sacrifice 
their gardens and their Kve stock; and to be transported to a new and 
untried situation, where they might have to open new lands subjected to 
a variety of privations, and to treatment infinitely more severe than they 
had jet experienced. Such at least appears to have been tlieir well 
grounded impression of the fate that awaited them ; and to avoid it, if 
possible, a number of them, in October, 1823, .adopted the desperate ex- 
pedient of abandoning tiie plantation and endeavouring to efiect their 
escape. They, of course, did not succeed m this rash attempt, and a 
body of dave hunters being sent in pursuit of them, they wece seized 
and confined in jail. On the 1 7th of November, 1823, six of them <were 
brought to trial, for rebellion, before Mr. Porter (the gentleman who 
signs Miss ThrelfalPs certificate) and three other Justices* They were 
foimd guilty, and three of them were sentenced to receive, and did re- 
ceive, 63 lashes each on the bare back ; and three others 39 lashes each 
in like manner. It was moreover ordered " that after the infliction of 
this punishment they should be remanded to jail, there to be kept in 
close confinement in irons until they could be transported from this 
Colony ; and that they slfould be banished from these Islands for ever, 
as soon as possible, to such place as F. J. Pickering should think proper ; 
and that if they, or any of them should be ever found voluntarily at 
large again, within any part of these Islands, they, or either of them^ 
•faould suffer death." 

Mr. 'Porter, the President and Judge (Miss Threl&lPs friend and 
voucher) states that he expected to )iave been called to assist in forcing 
Mr. Pickering's slaves on board the vessels that were to convey them to 
Trinidad ; but that after this trial, he says, ^* I found that happily there 
was no occasion to perplex myself; for the negroes went voluntarily !" 
^*At least," he adds, "I heard nothing to the contrary!" Doubtless not. 

The account of this transaction is bad enough as it stands on the face 
of the parliamentary record. But a private letter from Tortola, written 
shortly after the deportation took place, adds to it some fresh horrors. 
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After giving^ the particiilara of the trial as they appear in the above ae* 
count, the writer observes, — ** The last scene was to see the master going 
to the jail," (where it seems 24 of the men who had absconded were 
confined) " lashing them toge^er, two and two, to be transported oA 
board of a sloop for Trinidad ; and 1 nnderstand they were put in irons 
on board. The next morning it was shocking to hear the screams of 
their mothers, wives, (some of them pregnant) brothers, children, &c., 
who came to town on the Sunday morning to take their last farewell of 
the imprisoned party, when, to their surprise, they had been all trans> 
ported the evenmg before. " " The consternation among the negroes is 
shocking to relate. All George's and Martin's slaves, it is expected, 
will be sold and sent to the same place." 

In another letter the same gentleman observes, — " I am told that it is 
said in the English papers that the negroes are glad of the change, and 
even dancing for joy. I wish it was in the power of my pen to describe 
those painful separations which have been witnessed in this colony 
during the last 12 months. From first to last there have been ten or 
twelve vessels cleared .for Tri»idad with slaves. Qod only knows what 
would have been the result of these removals, if it had not been for the 
Methodist preachers, who preached snfbmission and obedience to the 
slaves, and who attended and prayed with them to the last, and as the 
slaves were Methodists^ they bowed to their pastors with gratitude. — An 
old negro, belonging to Todman's estate, parting from his mfe and 
children on the beach, fell lifeless. He was taken up and medical aid 
was called." 

A variety of terther details might be given of the miseries pfodnced 
by these removals, and particularly of the large sacrifices of property 
and comfort incurred by these^ Expatriated negroes, thus subjected to 
exile without even the imputation of a crime. But the above extracts 
must suffice for the present. 

Now the precise object of Miss Threlfall's application to Parliament 
is to renew, in the case of her slaves, the various horrors above de* 
tailed, and the recurrence of which, it might have been hoped, the Bill 
of Dr. Lushingtori would have for ever prevented. 

These evils, however, dreadful as they are, are but a part of those in- 
volved in the application of Miss Threlfall. 

The negroes of Mr. Pidcering were removed, not to a foreign, but to 
a British colony, where some regulations at least are in force for the 
amelioration of their condition and for the ultimate extinction of slavery 
itself. The negroes of Miss Threlfall are to be removed to a colony 
which no British regulations can reach ; and in which no similar mea- 
imres for the mitigation and extinction of slavery are contemplated. 

The negroes of Mr. Pickering, after being landed in Trinidad, are 
protected, by Dr. Lushington's bill, from the possibility of any subse- 
quent removal or separation. The negroes of Miss Threlfall, if removed 
to St. Jan, will be placed beyond the control of a British Act of Parlia- 
ment. They may be sold singly to the highest bidder, and may be dis- 
persed, without ceremony, to the ends of the earth ; while, even in St. 
Jan itself, they will continue subject to that cart -whip, of the early abo- 
lition of which, at Tortola, some hope at least may be entertained ; and 
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also to a slaverj, of the termination of which there i$ not m St Jan, as 
there now is in the British possessions, even a distant prospect 

But, independently of the measures adopted by the British Goyern- 
ment and Parliament for the eventual extinction of slavery, and to 
which no parallel is to be found in the proceedings of Denmark, the 
probabilities of manumission from other causes are infinitely diminished 
by the proposed removal. The very circumstance of the poverty of the 
soil of Tortola, while it has added, as Major Moody's statements shew, 
to the ease and comfort of the slaves, has also most materially tended to 
facilitate their enfranchisement by diminishing their value. By recent 
statistical returns, it appears that the present average value of slaves in 
Tortola does not exceed £17. 10s. sterling each. In the foreign colony 
to which it is proposed to remove them in the first instance, as well as 
in those to which, when placed beyond British jurisdiction, they will 
become liable to be removed, at the pleasure and for the profit of their 
owner, the value of slaves is probably three times as much. Thus the 
obstacles to their enfranchisement will be greatly increased, while their 
means of overcoming those obstacles will, of necessity, be abridged. 

When we have cdmly considered all these consequences of the pro- 
posed measure, — nay, even if we were to suj^se that the poignant 
angttbh of a separation was the only evil attendmg it, — may we not ask 
how can the British legislature reconcile itself to the infliimon of su<^ 
Bufierings without even the imputation of a crime ? We shrink firom the 
severity of punishing even felons by transportation for life, whkk also, 
in the West Indian codes, is the punishment ranking next to death ; 
and yet Parliament is, in this instance, desired to repep one of its own 
most solemn enactments, in order to enable Miss Threlfall to impose, 
for her own profit, perpetual exile on 120 innocent fellow-beings. 

The negroes belonging to Miss Threlfall, in Tortola, appear to have 
increased in number. By the Registry of 1818, they amounted to 1 15. 
In 1822, their number was the same. It is now said to be 120. This 
increase, though very small, is still a proof that the circumstances in 
which her slaves have been placed, (among which we reckon as the 
chief the poverty of the soil,) and the treatment to which they have been 
subjected, have not been so destructive of human life as is usual ' in . 
most of our other colonies, and especially on sugar estates. Uihis fact 
speaks in favour of Miss Threlfall's treatment of her slaves, as compared 
with many of her neighbours, it also furnishes an additional argument 
against putting to hazard even this commencing course of slow pro- 
gression, by tearing these poor creatures from the soil where tliey nave 
taken root, and transplanting them to one which may prove far less 
genial, and where, at least, t£ey will be placed wholly out of the reach 
of British control or inspection. 

Miss Threlfall, indeed, asserts that many of her Tortola slaves have 
family connections in St. Jan. This may be possible, and from the vici* 
nity of the two islands, the same thing might be affirmed, either truly or 
falsely, by every planter in Tortola, without any means of ascertaining 
whether the statement were true or false. But even if true to a certain 
extent, it is quite impossible that the slaves of Miss Threlfall can have a» 
many family connections in St. Jan,^ a foreign possession, separated by 
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jtwo milet of sea, and still more by the legal and fiscal obstactesto free 
intercourse, as on the estates immediately adjoining her own in Tor- 
tola, and where the intercourse has been constant, easy, and liable to 
no obstructions. It cannot be, therefore, that many more ties would not 
be severed by granting than by refusing her request. Besides, sup- 
posing there are ten of her slaves in Tortola, who are nearly connected 
in St. Jan, it would only, according to the average price of slaves in the 
former island, cost her £175. sterling to enfranchise those ten, and thus 
leave them at Uberty to join their relations. 

And here let it not be forgotten, that while Miss Threlfall evidently^ 
possesses abundant means of pleading her own cause, and of setting 
at work various powerful engines of influence among Members of Par- 
liament, and may state the case in the way most favourable to herself; 
the unfortunate objects of her cruel project cannot be heard. They otn- 
DOt canvass on the other side. Though their entire human destiny is 
involved in the issue, yet they have no private influence to bring for- 
ward on their behalf. They have no access to the aunts and cousins of 
public men to exert for them the utmost importunity of solicitation ; and 
though it cannot be doubted that tliey will find friends in the British Par- 
liament, yet they are such friends as are so on public gprounds alone, and 
are not stimulated to the requisite activity and exertion in their favour 
by those powerful personal motives which actuate the other side. 

It becomes Parliament also to contemplate the effect of their com- 
pliance with such an application as that of Miss Threlfall, as it may 
form a precedent for similar applications. There is no one ground, 
as we have shewn, on which her request is urged, which would 
not furnish as strong and available a plea for a similar parliamen- 
tary interposition to scores and even hundreds of West India planters. 
But what in truth is Miss Threlfall's real plea? — It is that her private 
interests require an Act of Parliament for the exile of her slaves. 

If this plea should succeed, it will amount to a virtual repeal of the 
Abolition Act. It will amount also to a parliamentary adoption of the 
cruel principle that in whatever part of the British colonies land shall be 
deteriorated, thence the proprietor ought to be allowed to transport his 
slaves. And what could be more fatal to the hopes of the philan- 
thropist than to admit, as a principle of legislation, that the multiphca- 
tion of slaves in any one colony is never to lighten their common labour, 
nor to improve their condition, nor to favour their enfranchisement; but 
that when, from whatever cause, their marketabb value becomes so far 
lessened, that the master may, without any great sacrifice, convert them 
by manumission into free servants, a new exile shall be their lot, and 
new colonies shall be formed for their reception, till all the cultivable land 
between the tropics shall be saturated with slaves. 

Is it probable then that the British Parliament can lend its legislative 
aid to enable this lady to perpetrate a capital felony, attended by all 
the circumstances of injury and oppression detailed above, and which 
give, to the character of this particular act, a more than ordinary degree 
of culpability? 

An attempt, indeed, has been made to create a feeling in favour of 
the equity of the proposed measure, by a purposely obscure, and therefore 



Digitized by 



Google 



3n Om€ of Miis ThrelfalVi Slaves. 

most inBfdious reference to a hte decision of Lord Stowell^ ffae nature 
and effect of which the framers of Miss Threlfall's statement have as 
much misrepresented as they have the nature and objects of the aboli- 
tion laws. Their arguments on these points are as unfounded as the act 
they are intended to varnish over is criminal. The decision in qaestion 
has no more bearing on the case of Miss Threlfall, than the case of 
Miss Threlfall has on the squaring of the circle. * 

In shorty the more this case is examined, the more will it appear to be 
a case founded in misrepresentation and falsehood, and marked with 
cruelty and crime. And it would indeed be a singular blot on the cha- 
racter of our public men, if that which is matter of current report, but 
which we cannot believe, should prove true, namely, that Miss Threlfall 
had succeeded in exciting a powerful interest among members of the 
British Parliament in favour of her application ; and that at least one 
hundred of these members have promised to vote for giving effect to 
her selfish and unwarrantable pretensions. 

To those among that number who, after perusing this exposition of 
the teal nature of the transaction, can still look upon it with favour^ 
we have nothing to urge. To those who, with just views and humane 
feelings, have by unfounded statement? and selfish appeals to their 
commiseration, been beguiled into any rash pledge, we would suggest, 
that if the measure they have promised to promote has been proved to 
be criminal, and if that promise has been drawn from them by untrue 
representations, then their course is clear: they are absolved from their 
engagement, and are bound to give their zealous and decided opposition 
to the unjust and cruel proposal, into the support of which tliey have 
been entrapped. 

* The case was this : Eight davea belongiog to the estate of Abraham Chal- 
inill Hill, of Tortola, lately deceased, were seized, on the 26th of February 
1824, ai Tortola, as forfeited, on the ground of their having been carried from 
Tottola to St. John's, and there employed as slaves. — ^The prosecutor, however, 
laid his information under a wrong Act of Parliament^ which did not apply- 
to the case ; and on that ground, the ground of the deficiency and informality 
in the proceedings, the slaves were ordered to be restored. An Appeal was 
presented from this sentence, but it was confirmed by Lord Stowell, in 1826. 
On that occasion, it was admitted on all sides that, to export slaves from 
Tortola to a foreign C<dony, except in cases provided for 1^ Act of Parlia- 
ment, was illegal. But it was contended, that besides the defectiveness of the 
proceedings, this particular case was provided for, being that of domestic slaves 
accompanying their master from Tortola to St. Jan, and returning with him again. 

Lcird Stowell said. If slaves w«re seized proceeding from Tortola to St. John's 
he should then kno^ how to deal witji the caae, but this was a case of a very 
different description : the proceedings did not properly seize the legal point, 
and the Tacts prored led to the conclusion, that the slaves were domestic 
' slaves, legally accompanying their masters, and returning with them. — ^The law- 
was not disputed on either side. No lawyer could have entertained a doubt 
as to the illegality, of exporting slaves from a BritiMi to a foreign Colony: the 
whole discussion turned on the proceedings and the proofs. 
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